
Firefighter Social Media Cases 

 
 

CASES LEADING TO LARGE SETTLEMENTS 

$28.85 Million: Los Angeles Fire Department Settlement 

Involving Kobe Bryant Digital Photo Privacy Invasion Case 
 

$1.8 Million: Nashville Fire Department Settlement 

Involving Social Media 
 

$1.5 Million: Charlotte Fire Department Settlement 

Involving Social Media 
 

$835,000: Houston Fire Department Settlement Regarding 

The Unauthorized Sharing Of An Intimate Video 
 

CASES THAT HURT YOUR PUBLIC IMAGE 
 

White Gilbert Firefighter In Hot Water 

Over TikTok Skit With Black Gilbert 

Firefighter 
https://arizonadailyindependent.com/2022/04/18/white-gilbert-firefighter-in-hot-

water-over-tik-tok-skit-with-black-gilbert-firefighter/ 
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'Who cares? Another dead cop': Florida 
firefighter terminated after text 
messages surface about deceased 
police officer 
 
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/crime/who-cares-another-dead-cop-
florida-firefighter-terminated-after-text-messages-surface-about-deceased-
olice-officer/ar-AA10SDnP?cvid=c1b8980e31834a0d88c5ea7eb995dff0 
 

Nashville firefighter who moonlights as 
comedian Josh Black sues the city and 
fire department for disciplining him over a 
tweet about racism 
https://wpln.org/post/nashville-firefighter-who-moonlights-as-comedian-
josh-black-sues-the-city-fire-department-for-disciplining-him-over-a-tweet-
about-racism/ 
 

‘It’s adding insult to injury’: Firefighter 
facing backlash for controversial social 
media post during house fire 
 
https://www.click2houston.com/news/local/2022/02/08/its-adding-
insult-to-injury-firefighter-facing-backlash-for-controversial-social-
media-post-during-house-fire/ 
‘I want to apologize’: Volunteer fire chief 
resigns after racially charged social 
media post 
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/i-did-a-stupid-thing-volunteer-
fire-chief-apologizes-for-racially-charged-social-media-post/ar-
BB1g7kho 
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Fla. firefighter apologizes for social 
media joke about shooting 
 

Fla. firefighter apologizes for social media joke about shooting 
(firerescue1.com) 
 

Chicago Firefighter Fired Over Racist 
Social Media Posts; City Worker 
Reprimanded For Bringing Gun To 
O’Hare  
 

https://chicago.cbslocal.com/2021/10/18/firefighter-emt-fired-racist-
facebook-social-media-posts/ 

9 NY firefighters suspended over 
sharing of racist messages about 
George Floyd 

https://thehill.com/homenews/state-watch/575042-9-ny-firefighters-
suspended-over-sharing-of-racist-messages-memes-about 

 
LAFD captain may face discipline for 
video criticizing vaccine mandates 

https://ktla.com/news/local-news/lafd-captain-may-face-discipline-for-video-
criticizing-vaccine-mandates/ 

Off-duty firefighter's 'Blackface' at 
Halloween party doesn't represent 
agency, Brevard fire chief says 

https://www.floridatoday.com/story/news/2021/11/03/brevard-county-fire-
chief-said-firefighter-blackface-does-not-represent-agency/6264090001/ 
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Brookhaven Fire Department Apologizes 
After Photo Surfaces Of Truck 
Displaying Confederate Flag 
 

https://newyork.cbslocal.com/2020/08/30/brookhaven-fire-department-
confederate-flag/ 

S.C. fire chief resigns after ‘insensitive’ 
Facebook post 

https://gettvsearch.org/lp/prd-best-bm/?source=google-
display&id_encode=187133PWdvb2dsZS1kaXNwbGF5&rid=15979&c=
10819080881&placement=www.wlbt.com&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIoJaA_
ZHV8gIVNfMoBR1gdgqeEAEYASAAEgI0UfD_BwE 
 

Mobile firefighters fired over social media 
post 
 

https://mynbc15.com/news/local/mobile-firefighters-fired-over-social-media-
posts 
 

Frankford Fire Company EMT fired for 
'making light of racism' in TikTok video 

https://www.delmarvanow.com/story/news/local/delaware/2020/06/17/frankf
ord-fire-company-emt-fired-making-light-racism/3202134001/ 
 
 

Officials: New Fairfield firefighter 
suspended after 'offensive' social media 
posts 

https://www.newstimes.com/local/article/FD-Offensive-social-media-
posts-by-New-15920776.php 
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OFD assistant fire chief suspended over 
social media comments 

https://www.newswest9.com/article/news/local/ofd-assistant-fire-
chief-suspended-over-social-media-comments/513-ecaf2b2d-dfa3-
478e-92ca-b0e80949d709 

Wash. fire union's response to tweet 
mocking masks goes viral 

https://www.firerescue1.com/personal-protective-equipment-
ppe/articles/wash-fire-unions-response-to-tweet-mocking-masks-
goes-viral-qTwrjDbil9sNVo0n/ 
 

Brevard County firefighter fired for 
impersonating coworker in blackface 
costume 

https://www.clickorlando.com/news/local/2022/02/25/brevard-county-
firefighter-fired-for-impersonating-coworker-in-blackface-costume/ 

Firefighter suspended after tweeting 
that TN city council white supremacists 
in a . Now he’s suing 

https://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/nation-
world/national/article260342150.html 
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