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Dr. Matthew Zakreski
Dr. Matthew Zakreski is the co-founder and lead psychologist for The
Neurodiversity Collective, which is an online consulting and therapy
private practice.   He provides psychotheraphy, coaching, consulting, and
training to neurodiverse individuals and their families.  Dr. Zakreski has
also given over 400 talks and training on mental health, giftedness,
neurodivergency, LGBTQ+ advocacy, and psychotheraphy throughout the
world.
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9:00-10:00am
Center Room

Keynote: Dr. Matthew Zakreski

Riding out the Storm:  Managing Emotion Intesity in Students
Description

(K-12) 
Today’s students, especially gifted and twice-exceptional individuals, are marked by their

intensity, particularly their emotional intensity. These emotional outbursts can be very
disruptive and dysregulating to the students, as well as their peers, parents, teachers,
and community supports. This session will focus on the psychology and neuroscience
behind emotional intensity and give concrete, accessible techniques that will allow for

the development of self-regulation skills.

10:15-11:00am
Northwest Room

Friendship as a Bridge:  Circle of Friends for Gifted Students with Autism
Christine Redemske, Ralston Public Schools

 (K-12)
This session focuses on the Circle of Friends (CoF) program, designed to bridge social

gaps for gifted students with autism. Participants will learn to implement this peer-
support model across Pre-K–12 settings and discover professional resources available

through the Nebraska ASD Network and Autism Action Partnership.

10:15-11:00am
Southwest Room

Nebraska’s Role in the National Research Center for Advanced Education
Dr. Jonathan Plucker, John Hopkins University

(K-12)
Nebraska is a partner state with the new Johns Hopkins National Research Center for
Advanced Education, a collaboration designed to strengthen how states and districts
identify and serve advanced and gifted learners. This session introduces the Center,
explains Nebraska’s role as a partner state, and highlights how the Center’s work is
intentionally focused on practical tools, implementation supports, and research-

informed guidance that align with Nebraska’s priorities. A representative from the Center
will share current and upcoming efforts connected to Nebraska, including how research

is being translated into usable resources for classrooms, schools, and districts.
Participants will leave with a clearer understanding of how this partnership supports

identification, programming, and equitable access to advanced learning opportunities
across the state.
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10:15-11:00am
Northeast Room

Challenge Accepted:  Tech Tools That Stretch Advanced Thinkers
Dayna Derichs, Jessica Nelson, & Anne Ogg, Millard Public Schools

(K-5)
High Ability Learners thrive when presented with complex, authentic challenges. This

session details a practical collaboration model between HAL specialists and Instructional
Technology Facilitators to systematically embed advanced Ed Tech into the gifted
curriculum. We will showcase successful project examples that utilize tools such as
Spheros for computational thinking, 3D printing for design thinking challenges, and

Augmented Reality for spatial reasoning and concept visualization, and more. Will you
accept the challenge? 

10:15-11:00am
Southeast Room

Inside LPS: A Comprehensive Look at Gifted Education Across Grade Levels
Breanna Prochnow, Cara Walz, & Kristin Strader, Lincoln Public Schools

(K-12)
How does a large, diverse district design and support gifted education from elementary

through high school? In this session, representatives from Lincoln Public Schools will
provide an inside look at how the district’s gifted program is structured, supported, and

continuously evolving to meet student needs. Participants will receive an overview of
program philosophy, identification practices, and service models used across the district.

The session will feature a panel of gifted facilitators from the elementary, middle, and
high school levels, offering a rich, multi-perspective conversation about classroom

experiences, program alignment, and the developmental shifts that shape gifted services
over time. Attendees will have the opportunity to ask questions,  

explore practical strategies, and gain insights that can inform and inspire their own work
with gifted learners.
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11:15-12:00pm
Northwest Room

Typical, Dramatic, or Problematic Behavior
Tracy Elford,  The Kansas Association for the Gifted

(K-12)
Addiction to Screens? Anxiety? Overexcitability? Typical Gifted Teen? As many parents

and teachers of gifted tweens and teens know, discerning what’s normal (for gifted),
what’s a problem, and what to do, can be tough. So, what if you knew when to ask for
help? Developed by a parent and a psychologist, we will discuss behaviors of gifted

youth to help understand if the behavior is typical or troubling, normal or annoying, or a
reason to be concerned and seek outside assistance.

Target Audience is Middle School but is appropriate for all grades.

11:15-12:00pm
Southwest Room

Powering Engagement with Puzzles
Sean Russom, Beast Academy

(K-6)
In this hands-on session, participants will learn to facilitate student problem solving,

critical thinking, and creative reasoning. Explore strategies for going deeper into
elementary math topics, and try solving engaging puzzles! This approach has shown

improved math performance, increased confidence, and excitement about mathematics,
for students from all backgrounds.
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11:15-12:00pm
Northeast Room
The Leaky Pipeline:  What Happens to High-Achieving, Low-Income Students--And What

Schools Can Do
Dr. Jonathan Plucker, John Hopkins University

(K-12)
Many high-achieving, low-income students have the academic potential to succeed in
advanced coursework and postsecondary education, yet too many never reach those

opportunities. This session examines findings from The Leaky Pipeline, a national report
from the Thomas B. Fordham Institute that explores how systemic gaps in access to

gifted services, advanced coursework, and acceleration affect college outcomes for high-
achieving, low-income (HALO) students. Using data from Ohio as a case study, the report

highlights patterns that are relevant far beyond one state, including missed opportunities
for early advanced math, underrepresentation in AP, IB, and dual enrollment, and limited

access to gifted services. Participants will explore what these findings suggest for
identification, programming, and decision-making in K–12 settings, and will discuss
practical steps schools and districts can take to reduce talent loss and strengthen

pathways for advanced learners from underserved backgrounds.

11:15-12:00pm
Southeast Room

Historical Connections in Math LPS
Rachel Johnson, Lincoln Public Schools

(K-5)
Bring math to life in your classroom by exploring its rich history and real-world

connections! This session helps elementary teachers learn how to use mathematical
historical connection lessons to spark curiosity, deepen understanding, and boost

student engagement. You’ll discover practical strategies and ready-to-use lessons that
connect math concepts to stories, cultures, and historical mathematicians.  
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1:00-1:45pm
Northwest Room

Potential Reimagined!
Dr. Dina Brulles, Arizona State University

 (K-12)
Traditional gifted identification often overlooks students whose talents aren't tied to

advanced academic performance. This session reimagines giftedness highlighting how to
recognize potential and serve learners with high ability. In this interactive session,

participants will explore innovative identification tools that emphasize reasoning and
thinking skills over performance. Practical strategies for creating inclusive gifted

programs will be shared—ensuring advanced learning opportunities that reflect today’s
classrooms and expand access to students too often left behind.

12:00-12:50pm
Center Room

Lunch:  NDE Rule 3
Sheyanne S. Smith, Nebraska Department of Education

1:00-1:45pm
Southwest Room

Speed Geeking: Connecting Through Collaboration
Kaityln Cattau, Papillion LaVista Public Schools & 

Laurie Little, Louisville Public Schools
(K-12)

Speed Geeking is an interactive professional development session designed to give both
presenters and participants the opportunity to connect, collaborate, and share ideas in a

fast-paced, engaging format. During the session, participants are exposed to brief
snapshots of strategies, tools, or practices, while participants have the chance to ask

questions, exchange ideas, and make meaningful connections with colleagues.
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1:00-2:45pm
Southeast Room

From Data to Decisions:  Designing Systems That Serve High Ability Learners
Dr. Melissa Frans, Crete Public Schools & Dr. Kristen Job, ESU2

(K-12)
This double session helps educators move from simply collecting data to building a

coherent, sustainable system for identifying and serving High Ability Learners.
Participants will engage in a hands-on workshop to develop clear decision rules that

support equitable identification. The second session expands the focus to service
delivery, exploring how staff-wide professional learning, Javits resources, and emerging

AI tools can be leveraged to strengthen gifted programming across a system.

1:00-1:45pm
Northeast Room

Beyond Acceleration:  How the Right AP Opportunities Support Cultivating Advanced
Thinking and Doing

Maureen LaRaviere & Dr. Beth Maloney, Omaha Public Schools &
Sheyanne S. Smith, Nebraska Department of Education

(9-12)
Nebraska’s Good Life, Great Schools, Excellent Education Strategic Plan calls on schools

to broaden access to rigorous learning experiences that support college and career
readiness. This featured session explores how Advanced Placement (AP) is expanding

opportunity through intentional course design and flexible implementation. Participants
will learn how AP courses can support graduation requirements while increasing access

to advanced coursework. Examples include AP Seminar fulfilling the English 10
requirement through student-driven inquiry and AP Precalculus supporting a math

requirement while strengthening STEM readiness. The session also highlights how recent
APexpansions reflect College Board’s commitment to access, relevance, and student

choice, including project-based assessments, industry-recognized credentials aligned to
career pathways, and expanded teacher supports. Omaha Public Schools will share how

strategic use of AP Seminar and AP Precalculus has broadened participation and
strengthened pathways to advanced learning. Attendees will leave with practical ideas

for aligning AP with graduation requirements and expanding equitable access to
postsecondary opportunities.
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2:00-2:45pm
Southwest Room

Beyond Proficiency:  Supporting Advanced Readers in the Science of Reading Era
Sheyanne S. Smith, Nebraska Department of Education

(K-5)
In the literacy space, we share a common goal: helping all students learn to read. But

what happens when they already can? Advanced readers are often left without
meaningful challenge, even though they require continued growth and intentional

stretching. This session explores how educators can accelerate literacy development for
high-potential learners through enrichment, extension, and responsive instruction.
Participants will learn how the Science of Reading and MTSS can support access to

strong foundational skills while also creating advanced learning pathways that foster
long-term literacy success.

2:00-2:45pm
Northwest Room

Building Skills That Matter: Student-Centered AP Pathways in English and Precalculus
Maureen LaRaviere & Dr. Beth Maloney, Omaha Public Schools

(9-12)
Nebraska’s Good Life, Great Schools, Excellent Education Strategic Plan calls on schools

to broaden access to rigorous learning experiences that support college and career
readiness. This featured session explores how Advanced Placement (AP) courses, AP
Seminar and AP Precalculus, reflect student-centered pedagogy focused on building

foundational skills for success in high school, college, and beyond is an open invitation
for all students to participate and benefit from. Participants will leave with actionable

strategies to see skill alignment for AP English course and AP Precalculus pathways and
design advanced learning experiences that give students both challenge and voice—
preparing them for what’s next in college, career, and life. Omaha Public Schools will

share how strategic use of AP Seminar and AP Precalculus has broadened their approach
to ensure students develop rich critical thinking, quantitative thinking, and

communication skills. Also, Omaha will share how AP Classroom has furthered their
formative assessment approach to skill mastery.
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3:00-4:00pm
Center Room

Keynote:  Dr. Matthew Zakreski

Table Top!  Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) Games that Your Students will 
Actually Like

(K-12)
Many gifted children can struggle with the social and emotional skills necessary to create

and maintain relationships. While many Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) programs
exist in schools, they are often not adapted to the unique needs of the gifted population.
This presentation will also demonstrate some techniques on how to teach and model SEL

skills for gifted children through the gamification of the lessons, both through the
demonstration of games designed for this population and instruction on how to adapt

games.  

2:00-2:45pm
Northeast Room

Challenge Accepted!  Enrichment that Motivates Advanced Learners
Jen Yannone & Laura Beeghly, Omaha Public Schools

(K-5)
How do we design enrichment experiences that truly motivate advanced learners? This

session highlights two high-impact enrichment programs—Reading Olympics and the
Fermi Math League—that challenge advanced learners through friendly competition

while building collaboration, confidence, and essential executive function skills.
Participants will learn how Reading Olympics fosters deep comprehension and a genuine
love of reading through exposure to a wide range of texts and genres, and how the Fermi

Math League strengthens estimation, higher-level mathematical reasoning, and
metacognitive thinking. Throughout the session, attendees will gain practical insights into

program design, student outcomes, and lessons learned along the way.



Tuesday, February  3rd

Dr. Claire Hughes-Lynch
Dr. Claire Hughes-Lynch is a professor at Cleveland State University.  She
is the author of muliple books focused on cognitive interventions for
children with autism, twice-exceptional children, and Response to
Intervention (RTI) strategies.  Dr. Hughes-Lynch is an advocate for
celebrating and appreciating neurodiversity and has participated in virtual
events and podcasts to discuss stratgies for supporting autistic learners.
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10:15-11:00am
Northwest Room

Building Sustainable Gifted Services Through Cluster Group
Dr. Dina Brulles, Arizona State University

(K-12)
Effective cluster grouping requires more than placement—it requires ongoing

adjustments and strategic implementation. This session introduces the concept of
structured autonomy, where schools maintain a consistent framework while using local
norms to create inclusive, balanced classroom compositions. Participants will learn how
to design gifted cluster groups that support all students, build sustainable models, and
empower teachers. Practical strategies and procedures will help schools refine cluster

grouping to increase both access and effectiveness.

9:00-10:00am
Center Room

Keynote:  Dr. Claire Hughes-Lynch

“OK, Boomer… and Gen Z: How Generations Shape Our Understanding of Twice-
Exceptionality”

(K-12)
Why do some educators embrace twice-exceptionality while others struggle with the

“gifted AND disabled” idea? Generational experiences shape how teachers, families, and
students understand ability, disability, and support—and those differences show up

every day in schools. This session uses a generational lens to unpack common 2e
misunderstandings and offers practical ways to bridge gaps, shift mindsets, and better

support twice-exceptional learners.

10:15-11:00am
Southwest Room

When Perfect Isn't Perfect Enough! 
Brad Hoffman, My Learning Springboard

(K-12)
"What's wrong with being a perfectionist?" you ask perfectly with perfection. "Nuthin'."

says I, with possibly incorrect use of punctuation. "That is, unless perfectionism becomes
detrimental to the rest of your life!" In this session we will imperfectly discuss practical
strategies to assist us in our mission of teaching our students to take care of themselves

mentally and emotionally while they are learning and growing.
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10:15-11:00am
Northeast Room

An Introduction to Cambridge International
Dr. Melissa Frans, Crete Public Schools & Dr. Beth Maloney, Omaha Public Schools 

(K-12)
This session provides an introduction to Cambridge International, a K-12 Accelerated

Learning Programme - that was developed and is supported by Cambridge University in
the UK. This session will provide information about all of the available programs available

from Cambridge International and the resources that are provided to participating
schools. Two school districts - Crete Public Schools and Omaha Public Schools - will

share their journey with implementing Cambridge in their schools and help other districts
envision what is possible.

10:15-11:00am
Southeast Room

Alleviating Anxiety In The Gifted Student LPS
Jennifer Andersen & Christine Behne, Lincoln Public Schools

(K-12)
This session is designed to help address the increase of anxiety with gifted students as
this student population often experiences amplified reactions to everyday events and

faces unique pressures to succeed. This presentation provides a comprehensive look at
identifying triggers and providing practical solutions. Participants will leave with a toolkit

of strategies to support students in developing healthy habits ranging from physical
regulation techniques like mindfulness and deep breathing to cognitive approaches such

as utilizing positive self-talk.
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11:15-12:00pm
Southwest Room

The Tech Toolbox:  10 Tools Every Educator Needs in 2026
Jenna Reeh, Papillian LaVista Public Schools

(K-12)
 If you’ve ever thought, “There has to be an easier way,” this session is for you. Explore 10

innovative tech tools and smart life hacks that streamline workflows, reduce cognitive
load, and personalize learning, freeing up time and energy to design meaningful

challenges for gifted students. You’ll leave this session with practical, ready-to-use tools
that support deeper inquiry, enrichment, and student agency starting tomorrow!

11:15-12:00pm
Northwest Room

MTSS, IEP’s, & AI- Oh, My! :  Problem-Solving and Possibility Finding for  
Twice-Excpetional Learners

Dr. Claire Hughes-Lynch, Cleveland State University & 
Sheyanne S. Smith, Nebraska Department of Education

(K-12)
Twice-exceptional (2E) learners benefit from strengths-based, systematized supports
within a Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS). This session explores how educators

can leverage AI tools to support student-centered IEP development while balancing
accommodations, interventions, and talent development. Participants will examine

practical strategies for integrating AI-informed planning within MTSS to design asset-
focused goals, supports, and learning environments for 2E students. Guided by the 5F

Model (Framing Perspective, Finding Strengths, Formalizing Supports, Forging Goals, and
Fulfilling Plans), the session highlights how schools can create coherent, inclusive

systems that meet both learning challenges and advanced potential. This session is ideal
for educators, administrators, and specialists seeking efficient, innovative approaches to

supporting twice-exceptional learners.
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12:00-12:50pm
Center Room

Lunch:  NDE Rule 3
Sheyanne S. Smith, Nebraska Department of Education

11:15-12:00pm
Southeast Room

Beyond the Cheat Button: AI with Gifted and Advanced Learners
Dr. Jen Scheider, Papillion LaVista Public Schools

(6-12)
 Explore practical, classroom ready ways to use AI with 6-12th grade High Ability Learners

while keeping ethics, equity, and student agency at the center. We’ll address common
student challenges, from refusal to overreliance, and share strategies that build critical
thinking, originality, and responsible use. You’ll leave with a curated set of innovative,

teacher friendly tools and quick activities you can implement right away.

11:15-12:00pm
Northeast Room

Inspiring the Gifted Child through Cross Curricular Math Activities LPS
Lisa Henjes, Erica Karas, & Shelly Jones, Lincoln Public Schools

(K-5)
Discover how to spark curiosity and challenge gifted learners through math activities

embedded in rich, high-level children’s literature. This session will showcase three
engaging books paired with ready-to-use math activities you can bring straight to your

classroom. You’ll also leave with a curated list of additional titles that naturally lend
themselves to meaningful mathematical exploration.
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1:00-1:45pm
Northeast Room

Designing Gifted Learning with Technology:  From First Ideas to Real Impact
Dr. Ann Feldman & Dr. Beth Maloney, Omaha Public Schools

(K-12)
This session explores how technology infused gifted learning experiences evolve from

early awareness to refined, authentic outcomes when they are intentionally designed. In
this session, participants will examine a practical learning arc—Early → Messy Middle →

Refining—grounded in TPACK, SAMR and supported by research from Dr. Tamara
Stambaugh, Dr. Emily Mofield, and Dr. Karin Hess. Participants will see how student
learning and teacher technology fluency develop together. A panel of current GATE
teachers will share candid insights from their own design journeys, highlighting how
building early awareness, growing iPad workflow fluency, and protecting the Messy

Middle leads to deeper thinking, student ownership, and authentic impact. Participants
will leave with concrete strategies for designing gifted learning experiences that value

iteration, embrace complexity, and elevate both student and teacher learning.

1:00-1:45pm
Southwest Room

Designing Wonder:  Interactive AI Experiences and Assignments for Gifted Learners
Victor Winter, University of Nebraska at Omaha

(K-12)
This session offers a guided tour of a collection of interactive, AI-centric webpages and

the classroom assignments built around them. Rather than focusing on AI as a standalone
tool, the presentation highlights how thoughtfully designed elements—backstories,
artwork, missions, and takeaways—transform AI interactions into engaging learning

experiences. Participants will see how generative AI can help educators design
assignments that invite exploration, creativity, and deeper thinking across grade levels.

1:00-1:45pm
Northwest Room

What To Do When Behavior Bites?
Mike Feit, Brad Hoffman, & MacKenzie Charling, ESU2

(K-12)
We've all been there.   Your student experiences a seemingly minor disappointment or set

back...and FREAKS OUT!  You give a kid a very reasonable direction, but... They. Just.
Won't. DO IT!  In this session, you will receive interesting, entertaining, and practical tips

to support that student who "isn't living their best life"! 
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2:00-3:00pm
Center Room

Keynote:  Dr. Claire Hughes-Lynch

Double the Exception, Double the Innovation: AI with 2e Learners
(K-12)

Twice-exceptional (2e) learners challenge educators to rethink what teaching and
learning can look like—and artificial intelligence offers a powerful new partner in that

work. This session explores how AI can be used to scaffold learning differences, amplify
gifted strengths, and unlock creativity when paired with deep knowledge of students.

Participants will examine how to use AI thoughtfully and ethically to enhance—not
replace—human connection, equity, and authenticity in the classroom. 

By embracing the “double exception,” educators can double their imagination for what’s
possible in the age of AI.

1:00-1:45pm
Southeast Room

Reimagining Gifted Mathematicsw Curriculum Design with AI
Monica Hutfles, Millard Public Schools

(K-5)
 Discover how AI can streamline and elevate curriculum design for gifted mathematics
learners. This session highlights practical tools and strategies that support advanced
differentiation, enrichment, and creative learning pathways. Participants will explore

examples of AI-assisted planning and leave with ready-to-use ideas for high-ability
students.
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