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THE VOICE
A PUBLICATION OF THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF WILLMAR
First Presbyterian Church is a caring and compassionate community of God’s children in the
heart of the city, welcoming all people and striving to work together to be Christ’s hands and
feet, spreading the good news of God’s love throughout the world.

PASTORS NOTE
‘See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as
serpents and innocent as doves.
Matthew 10: 16 16

Friends,

I recently talked to someone who got an unexpected call from her Grandson. Which wasn’t
unusual, except that he was calling from prison and was in a load of legal trouble and needed
a large deal of cash immediately to get himself out of it. While at first the story sounded
believable, the Grandmother trusted her instincts and soon sniffed out the fact that she was
being scammed. Luckily no money was exchanged. It seems as though there are many
different strategies that these ingenious scammers are using to fool unsuspecting citizens.
And, unfortunately, we in the church are not immune to being victims of these scams. Just
recently someone pretending to be Pastor Leanne sent a text asking on behalf of someone
who needed assistance at the church and in need of gift cards, if the parishioner would be so
kind as to get them. This of course was another scammer; it wasn’t Pastor Leanne’s real phone
number. But with this recent episode, it reminds us that we need to once again warn you and
assure you of a few things to remember with regards to assistance provided through the
church to folks in need:
1. The pastors will never text, Facebook message, or email you asking for gift cards, money,
cashiers checks, etc. in any way, ever. Be warned, scammers that contact you this way will be
very convincing - it’s what they do day in and day out - but don’t be fooled. Be immediately
suspicious of any text or caller claiming to be us that is asking for money, especially if from an
unknown number.
2. We do help folks with emergency assistance at the church office. But they must come in
and speak to us personally. After a conversation, we can provide them with gas cards to Walt’s
and with food cards to Aldi’s. This is done with funds used from your generous support of the
“Caring Hearts Fund” administered through the church office. If you’d like to help folks in
need in our community directly, consider a gift to this fund payable to the church.
3. As a general rule do not give out any personally identifiable information such as social
security numbers, bank account numbers, or credit card information to unsolicited callers or
emailers. And be immediately suspicious of calls from people claiming to be relatives in
distress if you haven’t initiated the call. These are most likely a scam. If you have any
questions of the legitimacy of a caller, hang up, and find another way to speak to the supposed
business where you can be sure you’re talking to a legitimate source.
4. If you’ve been scammed, please report the crime to law enforcement, and work with your
bank or card issuer to get a payment stopped or refunded. Unfortunately, however, most
scammers get away with their crimes as it is very difficult to apprehend them after the fact.
The takeaway is to be just as Jesus said, as “innocent as doves” in that you are chairtable and
generous to those in need, yet as “wise as serpents” in that you are able to sniff out a scammer
before they claim their next victim. Regardless, know that your church is doing good in its
community to care for those in need who are in distress through the Caring Hearts Fund, and
for that we thank you.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Scott
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PRAYER REQUEST

If you have a prayer request, please contact the church office
or complete a request card and place in the offering plate.
Requests are printed for one month unless otherwise requested.

Prayers for Healing & Comfort:
Ashley Boeyink
Roger Nelson
Dorothy Kienholz
Mickala Elliot
Chuck Stern
Renee Allen
Jessie Quimby
Lori Peterson (Beci Eliason’s Mother)
Georgia (Marguerite Austin’s Sister)
Dallas Allen (Renee Allen's Mother)
Jill Berglund (Mary Berglund’s Daughter)
Ried Arnold
Mark Chamberlain
Vicki Carver
Prayers for those Serving Elsewhere:
Perry Bishop (Bruce and Pam Quimby’s Grandson-in-law) Army, Syria
Noah Prout, (Barb Little’s Nephew) Air Force
Chandler D'Incau, (Bob and Rita Dincau's Grandson) Air Force, Iraq
Hayley D’Incau (Bob and Rita’s Grandson's Wife), Beale AFB, Marysville, CA
Rob Grunwald, Coast Guard, Two Rivers, Wisconsin on Lake Michigan
Peter Rampaart, Arden Hills, MN
Prayers for the Church Here and Abroad:
The People of Occidente Presbytery, Guatemala;
Mark and Miriam Adams, Frontero de Cristo, Douglas, AZ.
Bdecan Presbyterian Church, Spirit Lake Reservation, ND.

MISSION OF THE MONTH
Caring Hearts Fund
As a Church known for being “a church with heart in the
heart of Willmar,” we often have individuals and families
walking in asking for help with food, gas money, shelter, or
other incidentals. Many of us take for granted that we will
have gas in our tanks to get to a medical appointment or
work. We could find it in our family budget to purchase a
warm coat, or a bus ticket to visit a family member who is
ill. We don’t wonder if we will have a place to sleep when
it’s pouring rain or bitter cold outside. Now, in this season of COVID-19, families are
experiencing extra hardships. Our pastors offer the hospitality of a listening ear, a word of
encouragement, and prayer. When possible, they help connect these folks to resources in the
community that can help meet their needs. When there aren’t other options available, they do
their best to help in the small ways that resources allow. That is why we have a fund called
the Caring Hearts Fund . This fund provides the pastors with funds that can be used, at their
discretion, to respond to the needs of our neighbors. May is the month that our mission
offering goes to this Caring Hearts Fund. Please consider supporting this important
ministry to our community.

TREASURER/BUDGET AND STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT
There was an excitement during the Lenten services and worship as we are gradually
returning to pre-pandemic life in the church and our community. It is so great to see many of
you out, to have activities resuming and above all to be healthy. As this is written we still are
looking forward to the Minnesota spring weather—people want to get out to their gardens,
get the boats out, get out on the golf greens, all without wearing winter parkas! We all would
like to see less of our budgets—personal and church going to keeping warm. Utilities continue
to be well above last year and well above the budget. This is not the only cause for the deficit
you see in the numbers in the side bar, but it is a big contributing factor. We hope by the time
you are reading this, all the wishful thoughts will be reality!
The Per Capita for 2022 is $43 per confirmed member. Our total obligation of $10,234 toward
the operation of the Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly will be paid as we receive your
per capita gifts for January, February and March. The remaining balance will be paid in
April. We encourage confirmed members to pay per capita as they are able. As always, we will
welcome any questions or comments.
Each month this report gives you a view of some of the areas that are of particular interest to
our members. However, this is just a small part of the many funds and designations that we
receive your gifts. All our financial information is available for you. The Annual report
includes detailed financial statements. Financial Secretary Deb or Treasurer Bea are always
willing to share any details you would like to know about the particular funds of interest to
you. Your pledges and gifts designated for the roof repair are reducing the internal loan to pay
for that last year. We thank you for your help in this pay back. In addition to your gifts, a
portion of the rentals we receive from our tenants—Family Promise and Presbytery are
directed to the Remodeling Maintenance Fund.
We are grateful for all you do to provide funding for operations and programs. We are happy
to share information regarding any of these programs and alternate ways of giving.
To date, $478 has been given for Extra Giving dollars. This ongoing practice helps with the end
of year short fall. We have been blessed the last couple of years to be very close to what we
need to cover the operation of the church, and part of the reason is the extra giving
dollars. And, we would be remiss if we did not also salute the staff and committees who work
very hard to stay within, or even below budget.

PER CAPITA

2022 Per Capita is $43, please pay as you are able. We will pay per capita
to the Presbytery as it is given, through March with the balance paid in
May. We appreciate your payment whenever you are able, but the sooner
the better for the church cash flow.
2022 Per Capita Expense
$10,148
2022 Per Capita Received
$4,520
General Fund through March 31, 2022
General Fund Revenue:
$ 52,075.00
Per Capita Giving:
$ 4,520.00
Total General Fund Receipts:
$ 56,595.00
Expenses:
$57,801.00
Per Capita Payment:
$4,520.00
Total General Fund Expenses:
$62,321.00
Expenses in excess of Receipts:
$5,726.00
Building and Remodeling Fund Balance:
$69,945.00
MISSION GIVING
(OGHS)
$1,630.00

Youth and Children Announcements

Palm Sunday
April 10, 2022

Children's Easter Egg Hunt
April 17, 2022

Boxed Lunch Fundraiser for Camp Scholarships
April 24, 2022

2022 Graduates
Tyler Bulthuis
Graduating
from Willmar High School and 2 years
PSEO at Ridgewater College in Willmar
(11th and 12th grade)

Attending
NDSU for Civil Engineering

Abby Samuelson
Graduating
from Willmar High School

Attending
Undecided

After two years of not having a Gospel Rock/Youth
Awards dinner, we finally get to celebrate a full year
of in-person Wednesday activities with our
participants, their families and volunteer leaders!
This celebration is set to take place on Wednesday,
May 11th beginning with a meal of “Pizza Ranch”
chicken & pizza at 5:30 p.m. in John Knox Hall,
followed by handing out awards and door prizes.
This is going to be a festive event…one to remember
for years to come!

Youth at Lulu Beans
Once again, the Jr. and Sr. High youth are invited to gather at LuLu
Beans every 2nd Saturday of each month at 10:00 a.m. The next
gathering will be on May 14th, 2022. Plans are to meet in the
large room upstairs, social distanced and wearing masks (only when
you’re not sipping on your favorite cup of whatever). Be sure to connect with Jeff before
placing your order to receive your LuLu Bucks. Contact Jeff Sieck or Rita Phillips if you have
questions.

We at First Presbyterian Church have so much to be
thankful for! We’ve been able to meet in person for
Adult Ed, Sunday school, Gospel Rock, Youth Group,
LuLu Bean’s gatherings, Vacation Bible School…well,
the list goes on and on.
We want to celebrate, and offer up gratitude to those
individuals in our church who have volunteered to lead
a class, an event, a program for children, youth and
adults. Well, you get the picture! If this describes you
in any way, we want to recognize you during the
worship service on Sunday, May 15th. We hope to see
you there that day, volunteers and church family alike!

Mark your calendars if you have, or will be signing up to help with
this years’ Vacation Bible School, “Discovery on Adventure Island”.
There will be a one-time volunteer meeting on Tuesday, May 3rd
beginning at 6:30 p.m. in John Knox Hall. We’ll be going over all of
the aspects leading up to VBS, and there will be a special time for
you to gather with your station team to begin working on details.
Please let Jill know if you cannot make it to the meeting.

Discovery on Adventure Island invites children to arise and
shine because the light of God’s love has come and is shining on
them! At Discovery on Adventure Island VBS, children will
explore ways God shines great light in the world, and learn how
they can also shine God’s light by reflecting what they’ve
learned. Through stories in the Old and New Testaments, this
program will show students how connection with God brings the
invitation to shine God’s light in the world that needs it now
more than ever.
From the front of the whimsical lighthouse on tropical, enchanted Adventure Island, students
begin their quest in search of lanterns that never go out: Infinity Lanterns. In each session,
children – called Explorers – with the guidance of the brand-new Lighthouse Keeper and
Adventure Island expert, Beacon the Puffin, will read Professor Lumanari’s Journal and
discover clues from their Reference Book (the Bible). In the Bible lesson, they’ll discover map
coordinates that reveal the location of each Infinity Lantern. Explorers will also learn ways
God’s great light shines in the lives of familiar Bible characters, and explore how the same
light can be shining in their lives serving God and others. Through this VBS, Explorers can
learn many ways of living in God’s great light and shining it by sharing God’s light everywhere
they go!
The students will expand on what they’ve discovered by participating in a variety of
activities: making their own art projects at the Craft Station, singing new songs at the Music
Station, exploring wonders at the Science Station, playing games at the Recreation Station,
and enjoying tasty treats at the Snack Station. Along the way, the Explorers will hear about
our mission project.
Our Quest for God’s Great Light is based on Isaiah 60:1 – “Arise! Shine! Your light has come;
the LORD’S glory has shone upon you.”
Join us at First Presbyterian Church of Willmar on
Sunday, June 12th through Wednesday, June 15th
from 5:30pm (Meal) To 8:00pm
Please use the enclosed form to sign your child up for VBS, or call the church office at
320-235-1263 or visit the church website at https://www.fpchurchwillmar.org/Youthchildren-ministries-education-10

THERE IS NO REGISTRATION FEE AGAIN THIS YEAR!
“Discovery on Adventure Island” is fast approaching, so be sure
to sign up your child(ren) as soon as possible using the
registration form tab. All forms should be sent in to the church
office to the attention of Jill Boeyink.

VBS Registration Form

Church Annoucements
CALLING ALL WITH CROCHETING
AND KNITTING TALENTS!!
We are looking for individuals that are skilled in crocheting
and knitting. If that is you, we would love you to help us make
our church pocket prayer shawls. All the details are in the
PDF button!
Thank you in advance!!

Pocket Prayer Shawls Instructional PDF

REMINDER:

We have an ONLINE giving option.
Go to our church website homepage at
www.fpchurchwillmar.org
and click on "GIVE NOW" or
click the "GIVE NOW" button to the right

GIVE NOW

You can still give in the traditional ways. This does not replace offerings by cash or check dropped in the
offering plate or sent to the church.
If that is how you prefer to give, please continue to do so. This is simply another option.

150th Anniversary
150th Anniversary Women's Tea
April 23, 2022

Childhood Memories
150th Anniversary Women’s Tea
April 23, 2022

Thanks to all who attended and/or helped in any way to make our Women’s Tea such a
resounding success! With over 100 members and guests in attendance, we learned about the
history of Little Golden Books, listened to a spirited musical rendition from the church
archives, and enjoyed a delicious meal – all the while enjoying the fellowship of old and new
friends.
In addition, thanks to strong ticket sales, we are pleased to announce that we will be donating
$600 to Project Turnabout for the Patient Aid Fund at the Willmar Women’s Campus. This
fund supports women in their early recovery journey and helps with treatment costs,
personal care items, first-month’s rent, and other basic needs as they move toward
independent living.
This event brings our 150th Anniversary Celebration to a close. Thank you for your
participation and support in all of the various activities and events. It was a labor of love for
us, planning, organizing and celebrating them with you.
Peace and blessings,
The 150th Anniversary Committee

MONTHLY CALENDAR
*Worship Services are held in the Sanctuary and streamed on Facebook LIVE
1 Sunday
9:00am: Sunday School in the Family Cafe and Adult Ed in the Friendship Room
10:00am: Worship with Communion
11:00am: Fellowship in JKH

3 Tuesday
7:00am: Men's Bible Study in the Friendship Room
10:30am: Exercise Class in JKH
6:30pm: Deacons in the Choir Room
6:30pm: VBS Volunteer Meeting in JKH

4 Wednesday
8:00am: Women's Bible Study at The Goodness
9:30am: Staff Meeting in the Admin Office
4:00pm: Worship Committee in the Admin Office
5:30pm: Gospel Rock/Youth Group

5 Thursday
10:00am-2:00pm: Presbytery COL meeting in JKH
10:30am: Exercise Class in the Family Cafe

8 Sunday
8:30am: Nurture and Fellowship in the Choir Room
9:00am: Sunday School in the Family Cafe` and Adult Ed in the Friendship Room
10:00am: Worship
11:00am: Fellowship in JKH

10 Tuesday
7:00am: Men's Bible Study in the Friendship Room
10:30am: Exercise Class in JKH
6:00pm: Personnel in the Admin Office
6:30pm: CEYM in the Admin Office and Mission via Zoom

11 Wednesday
8:00am: Women's Bible Study at The Goodness
9:30am: Staff Meeting in the Admin Office
5:30pm: Gospel Rock/Youth Group Awards Dinner
6:30pm: Buildings and Grounds in the Admin Office

12 Thursday
10:30am: Exercise Class in JKH
6:00pm: Music Team in the Sanctuary

14 Saturday
10:00am: Youth at LuLu Beans

15 Sunday - VOICE DEADLINE
9:00am: Sunday School in Family Cafe and Adult Ed in the Family Room
10:00am: Worship/CEYM Volunteer Recognition
11:00pm: Fellowship in JKH

17 Tuesday
10:30am: Exercise Class in JKH
6:00pm: Budget and Stewardship in the Choir Room

18 Wednesday
8:00am: Women's Bible Study at The Goodness
9:30am: Staff Meeting in the Admin Office

19 Thursday - Committee Minutes Deadline
10:30am: Exercise Class in JKH

22 Sunday
9:00am: Adult Ed in the Friendship Room
10:00am: Worship
11:00am: Fellowship in JKH

24 Tuesday
10:30am: Exercise Class in JKH

25 Wednesday
8:00am: Women's Bible Study at The Goodness

26 Thursday
10:30am: Exercise Class in JKH
6:30pm: Session

29 Sunday
9:00am: Adult Ed in the Friendship Room
10:00am: Worship
11:00am: Fellowship in JKH

30 Monday
Office Closed
Happy Memorial Day

31 Tuesday
10:30am: Exercise Class in JKH

May 1st-May 3rd: Pastors are out of office
May 19th-May 25th: Pastors are on Vacation
May 26th: Shara is out of the office
Reminder: The office is closed every Friday

CHURCH CONTACTS
Rev. Scott Thompson
Co-Pastor
scott.fpcwillmar@gmail.com
320-403-0509

Rev. Leanne Thompson
Co-Pastor
leanne.fpcwillmar@gmail.com
320-262-6169

Shara Goldenstein
Administrative Assistant
fpcwillmar@gmail.com

Jill Boeyink
CEYM Director/Music Team
Director
jill.fpcwillmar@gmail.com

Deb Lang
Financial Secretary
deb.fpcwillmar@gmail.com

Erica Boeyink
Nursery Supervisor

Bea Ourada
Treasurer
bfourada@gmail.com

Betty Knutson
Clerk of Session
bettyknutson722@gmail.com
320-222-1613

Church Phone:
320-235-1263

Church Email:
fpcwillmar@gmail.com

Church Website:
www.fpchurchwillmar.org

Jerry & Sue Schiro
Custodians
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