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THE VOICE
A PUBLICATION OF THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF WILLMAR
First Presbyterian Church is a caring and compassionate community of God’s children in the
heart of the city, welcoming all people and striving to work together to be Christ’s hands and
feet, spreading the good news of God’s love throughout the world.

PASTORS NOTE
“My beloved speaks and says to me: “Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away; for now the
winter is past, the rain is over and gone. The lowers appear on the earth; the time of singing
has come, and the voice of the turtledove is heard in our land.”
Song of Solomon 2:10-12
Dear Friends,
As I sit down to write the May newsletter message, I am being serenaded by April showers. I
am not a fan of gray, gloomy days, but I am reminded of the hope that is inherent in these
rainy days: April showers bring May lowers. I will tolerate - perhaps even enjoy - these
overcast days, because I know they are leading to something beautiful. It has been a long
winter and we are all ready for new life and new hope. As you witness new life breaking forth
from the earth, may you be reminded that new life can grow out of any of the dark, stagnant
places of life. May the rain wash not just the earth, but our dry hearts and thirsty spirits. May
the Holy Spirit call us out of the darkness into the light of new life.
In hope,
Pastor Leanne

“In the Bulb There is a Flower (Hymn of Promise)”
Words & Music by Natalie Sleeth
© 1986 Hope Publishing Company
Permission to print lyrics obtained from One License with license #A-723596
In the bulb there is a lower;
in the seed, an apple tree;
in cocoons, a hidden promise:
butter lies will soon be free!
In the cold and snow of winter
there's a spring that waits to be,
unrevealed until its season,
something God alone can see.
There's a song in every silence,
seeking word and melody;
there's a dawn in every darkness
bringing hope to you and me.
From the past will come the future;
what it holds, a mystery,
unrevealed until its season,
something God alone can see.

In our end is our beginning;
in our time, in inity;
in our doubt there is believing;
in our life, eternity.
In our death, a resurrection;
at the last, a victory,
unrevealed until its season,
something God alone can see.

Celebration of Communion
May 2, 2021

Christ is made present to us in the breaking of the bread and the sharing of the cup by the power of the
Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is not con ined to a particular building, place, or time. Because we believe that
sharing Communion is an act of faith, and because we need the nourishment that comes from sharing
Christ’s feast, we will be celebrating Communion virtually in May.
Pastor Scott and Pastor Leanne will lead us through the traditional and familiar words and actions of
communion. They will break bread, pour the cup, and speak the words of institution, inviting Christ
to be present with us wherever we are.
If you are worshiping virtually you will supply your own bread and cup. There are no strict rules
about this. The bread represents the common food of common people. It can be any variety of bread,
crackers, rice cakes, or tortillas – whatever you have available to you. The cup, likewise, was the
common beverage of the day. Traditionally, that would have been wine. In our worship service we
use grape juice. You may use either of these, or whatever juice or beverage you have available.
Remember, the bread and cup are symbols, the presence of Christ is made real in them by the
power of the Holy Spirit.

5/2 Don Dean
5/5 Sarah Grafenstein
5/7 Matthew Hathcock
5/8 Becky Armstrong
5/8 Sara Roelofs
5/9 Bea Ourada
5/11 James Keuseman
5/11 Barb Samuelson
5/12 Brock Lesteberg
5/15 Rita Dincau
5/15 Lexi Kaenel
5/20 Ashley Boeyink
5/20 Spenser Skalicky
5/20 Kathryn Gubrud
5/21 Connie Spartz
5/22 Darcy Gubrud
5/23 Presley Magnuson
5/23 Jada Tatge
5/24 David Ellwood
5/24 Nicole Reich
5/26 Jay Goldenstein
5/27 Michele Odens
5/29 Gerald Ruter
5/29 Ryan Lesteberg
5/29 Nathan Jans
5/29 Leticia Thomas-Skalicky
5/31 Juliette Anderson

Church Prayer Requests
Prayers for Healing & Comfort:
Ried Arnold
Steve Quimby
Mark Chamberlain
Lyle Avant (Christie Avant’s Husband)
Vicki and John Carver
Rita Phillips
Norm and Dianne Tempel
Steve and Bette Ourada
Chuck Stern
David Ellwood
Prayers for Those Who are Grieving:
The Family of June Olson (Mother of Rick Olson)
Prayers for those Serving Elsewhere:
Tristian Woitaszewski (Terry Woitaszewski’s Nephew) Navy, Pensacola, FL
Perry Bishop (Bruce and Pam Quimby’s Grandson-in-law) Army, Fort Riley, KS
Matthew Sjerven (Grandson of Arlen and Sheila Sjerven) Fort Scho ield, Hawaii
Noah Prout, (Barb Little’s Nephew) Air Force, Afghanistan
Chandler ad Hayley D’Incau (Bob and Rita’s Grandson and wife) Beale AFB, Marysville,
CA
Rob Grunwald, Coast Guard,Two Rivers, WI on Lake Michigan
Prayers for the Church Here and Abroad:
The People of Occidente Presbytery, Guatemala;
Minnesota Valleys Presbytery– Union Presbyterian Church, St. Peter, MN;
Bdecan Presbyterian Church, Spirit Lake Reservation, ND.
Take a moment & pray for these as well:
Prayers for all the essential people working on the front lines.
Prayers for our leaders to guide our country through this pandemic.
Pray for our nation that peace will prevail and healing will be possible.

May Small Group Schedule
These will take place over Zoom or Facebook LIVE. If you would like to participate, please watch the Monday
email for Zoom ,links or contact the group leader to receive the phone number/email link to join the Zoom
gathering.
Faith Book Study
Mondays at 7pm
Contact: leanne.fpcwillmar@gmail.com
Men’s Bible Study
Tuesdays at 7am
Contact: scott.fpcwillmar@gmail.com
Women’s Bible Study
Wednesdays at 7am
Contact: leanne.fpcwillmar@gmail.com
Sr. and Jr. High Youth Group
Wednesdays at 6:00 pm
Contact: jill.fpcwillmar@gmail.com

MISSION OF THE MONTH
Caring Hearts Fund
As a Church known for being “a church with heart in
the heart of Willmar,” we often have individuals and
families walking in asking for help with food, gas
money, shelter, or other incidentals. Many of us take
for granted that we will have gas in our tanks to get to
a medical appointment or work. We could ind it in our
family budget to purchase a warm coat, or a bus ticket to visit a family member who is ill. We
don’t wonder if we will have a place to sleep when it’s pouring rain or bitter cold outside.
Now, in this season of COVID-19, families are experiencing extra hardships. Our pastors offer
the hospitality of a listening ear, a word of encouragement, and prayer. When possible, they
help connect these folks to resources in the community that can help meet their needs. When
there aren’t other options available, they do their best to help in the small ways that resources
allow. That is why we have a fund called the Caring Hearts Fund . This fund provides the
pastors with funds that can be used, at their discretion, to respond to the needs of our
neighbors. May is the month that our mission offering goes to this Caring Hearts
Fund. Please consider supporting this important ministry to our community.

TREASURER/BUDGET
AND STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT
The March report re lected here represents one year after the Covid Pandemic began—it was
the middle of March 2020 that the sanctuary doors closed and we started virtual worship on
Facebook and two or three gathered in Jesus name took on a new meaning. We have missed in
person fellowship but have been grateful for the continued opportunities to worship on a
regular basis. We appreciate the new outreach and opportunities and the great service of the
worship leaders—pastors, tech people and music, that continue today. The doors are opened
again, and with care and new protocols we can worship together on a limited basis. Wherever,
however you worship at First Presbyterian Church your presence is felt. A part of worship is
the opportunity to return to God the gifts that we have received, and you continue to give your
tithes and pledges on line, in person or in the mail. Thank you. The March numbers are in the
side bar and we are almost at a break even point.
The Per Capita for 2021 is $43 per con irmed member. Our total obligation toward the
operation of the Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly is $10,148. We will pay the balance
of our per capita to the Presbytery in April, and know our budget numbers will take a hit
then. If you have questions beyond what we cover here, the pastors, the treasurer and the
inancial secretary welcome your questions. Each month in this space we are giving you an
overview of some of the things our Presbytery and the Synod do for the member
churches. The Clearwater Forest Camp is owned by this Presbytery, along with the Synod and
two other Presbyteries. This camp provides Christian camp experiences for all ages, and many
of our young people and adults have experienced great experiences in camping and
fellowship. There are opportunities for retreats and special meeting times as well. Clearwater
has been described as a natural treasure, and certainly is one of the blessings we experience
as part of the Presbytery of Minnesota Valleys. The Presbytery pays a part of the registration
for each camper.
Extra giving to date is $428. Extra giving helps to reduce the end of year de icit so that we can
minimize our end of year appeal for help in balancing the budget. Some of our smaller
sources of income are not happening, like coffee money from the fellowship time. The extra
giving continues to help toward reducing any end of year appeal. Some people ind it much
easier to give a little extra periodically during the year than a lump sum gift in November or
December. That is the purpose of the Extra Giving.
As more of our members receive the vaccine and the COVID numbers diminish we will all feel
more comfortable mingling, while understanding that we will continue to practice care at our
gatherings. However, for many the virtual opportunities will continue to be the best means for
gathering to worship. We are all one, we are in this together, and however you participate,
we welcome you.

ABOVE ALL, STAY SAFE AND HEALTHY.

PER CAPITA
2021 Per Capita is $43, please pay as you are able. We will pay per capita to the Presbytery as
it is given, through March with the balance paid in April. We appreciate your payment
whenever you are able, but the sooner the better for the church cash low.
2021 Per Capita Expense
$9,783
2021 Per Capita Received
$4,864.00
General Fund through March 31, 2021
General Fund Revenue:
$ 54,540.00
Per Capita Giving:
$ 4,864.00
Total General Fund Receipts:
$ 59,404 .00
Expenses:
$54,585.00
Per Capita Payment:
$4,864.00
Total General Fund Expenses:
$59,449.00
Expenses in excess of Receipts:
$46.00
Building and Remodeling Fund Balance:
$40,350.00
MARCH MISSION (OGHS)
$1,068.20 TO DATE

Youth and Children Announcements
Senior Graduate recognition of Tori
Marquardt, KMS Class of 2021, will be on
Sunday, June 6th during the 10:00 a.m.
worship service. A beautiful Power Point
slide show will be presented to all in
attendance (a link will be provided following
the service to view the Slide show online),
along with a time to honor Tori during the
service. On your way out the door that
morning be sure to grab a special cookie
provided by the CEYM Committee.
Congratulations Tori!

Camp Sunday is set for May 2nd, and whether you join in person or
online you are going to enjoy the worship service that will
undoubtedly be full of camp traditions and information, with a bit of
fun sprinkled in. Doug Snaza, Director of Outreach and Programs at
Clearwater Forest will be on hand to catch us up on all that is
happening at the Clearwater Camp. He’s bringing along his guitar so
you can bet there will be lots of camp song singing going on.
If you or your child are interested in attending camp at Clearwater
Forest this summer, please contact Jill Boeyink to receive your camp scholarship (the church

pays one-half of all FPC campers fees). She can also tell you how to get registered or answer
any questions you might have. Happy Camping!!

CLEARWATER FOREST CAMP
REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN
AT CLEARWATER FOREST
CAMP!
Join us for this summer’s theme:

"THIS IS OUR PRAYER"
Deepening our spiritual connection
and realizing blessings
through prayer.
For some, prayer is simply speaking their
thoughts and feelings to God. For others, it is
clearing their minds and settling their hearts
to make space for God. Some pray through
music, art, or the movement of their body in
dance or exercise. Some pray out loud, while
others’ prayers are whispers of the soul.
From Bible studies to creative worship, to
community building games, to creative arts
projects, "This is Our Prayer" will educate
and empower your camper to ind their own
style of prayer and face the challenges as
well as realize blessings in their everyday
lives.
REMINDER: The First Presbyterian
Church of Willmar contributes half of
the camp fee to each member of the
church!

Youth at Lulu Beans
Once again, the Jr. and Sr. High youth are
invited to gather at LuLu Beans every
2nd Saturday of each month at 10:00 a.m.
The next gathering will be on May 8th.
Plans are to meet in the large room upstairs,
social distanced and wearing masks (only
when you’re not sipping on your favorite cup
of whatever). Be sure to connect with Jeff
before placing your order to receive your
LuLu Bucks. Contact Jeff Sieck or Rita Phillips
if you have questions.

NOISY CUPS Grand total is…drum roll please, $1,138.20! Again, thank you
to everyone who donated coins, bills and checks to help our youth with costs
of their mini-mission project and Triennium 2022. We couldn’t do these
things without your support.

Date:

August 1st-4th

Place:

First Presbyterian Church of Willmar

Address:

312 6th Street SW
Willmar, MN 56201

Time:

5:30pm (meal) -8:00pm

Ages:

Preschool-Grade 6

Registration Form

ALL-YOUTH MINI
MISSION PROJECT
An All-Youth Mini Mission project is in the works! If you are a
youth of First Presbyterian Church, in grades 6 thru 12 you are
invited to spend a day serving the Willmar community as we look
to clean up and help beautify several of the city parks. And as a
way to nurture our own church grounds, we will be spending some time cleaning up the
church grounds, and planting lowers for everyone to enjoy.
So youth and parents of FPC, make sure to mark your calendars now for Friday, June 11th at
10:00 a.m. You will be working up an appetite so food and drinks will be provided. More
information will be included in upcoming Monday email blasts, on the church website and by
mail. Parents, if you are interested in chaperoning this event, please contact Jill.

Church Annoucements
Thank you from the Sjerven family for all the love and support,
prayers and food, cards and "hugs". There are no words to express

our appreciation.
AND....SAVE THE DATE to honor Arlen. Sjervens are planning a fun
memorial weekend on June 26-27 with golf, party, fun, and live
music.
Please email Sheila at sasjerven@charter.net for details!

Calling All College Students
Did you know that your church family wants to help you with
your education expenses???
First Presbyterian Church of Willmar offers $350 education
grants to any student from our congregation who is enrolled
in post-secondary education. This is renewable for 4 years!
Forms have been mailed to you at home, or contact the church of ice. The application process
is quick and easy.

Thank you to Doris Cogelow, Rita Dincau, Karen Stern
and Julie Ruter for the many hours dedicated to being
the funeral coordinators for First Presbyterian
Church. They are stepping back to enjoy some family
time and relaxing from being in charge to provide a
calming and pleasant atmosphere for family and
friends after many a funeral. Thank you for a job well
done. Becky Armstrong and Tammy Douglas will be
moving into the job of coordinators. Thank you for
volunteering to provide a very meaningful service for
the members and families of the church.

Summer Special Music
Do you have a musical talent? Do you love to sing or play
an instrument? Would you like to share that talent with the
congregation? If so, contact the church office to sign up for
a Sunday service of your choice starting June 6. Your
talents are very much appreciated!!

YOU Are Needed!!!!
With the change of funeral coordinators, your help is needed. Now with two
coordinators organizing every funeral, there is a need for members to help
with baking items, whether it is a cake or bars or cookies or
quickbreads. Kitchen help and servers for the funeral lunch are needed,
both weekday and Saturday only help. And, kitchen organizers or point people, someone to
make sure all the jobs are covered, are needed. Upon volunteering, one doesn't need to help at
every funeral. This list of volunteers will give Tammy and Becky a place to start to make sure
all needs are covered for each funeral. One can help with one of these needs or all of
them. Please let Bonnie Kluver know of your interests. Either, Facebook message her or send
an email to blkluver@tds.net. Please add phone #s and/or email addresses to help Becky and
Tammy make contact. Bonnie will organize the list and pass it on to Becky and Tammy. Thank
you for your help with this vital part of our church's ministry.

REMINDER:

We have an ONLINE giving option.
Go to our church website homepage at
www.fpchurchwillmar.org
and click on "GIVE NOW" or
click the "GIVE NOW" button to the right

GIVE NOW

You can still give in the traditional ways. This does not replace offerings by cash or check dropped in the
offering plate or sent to the church.
If that is how you prefer to give, please continue to do so. This is simply another option.

1 Saturday
Clearwater Forest Work Camp
1:00pm-Norman Berglund Visitation
2:00pm: Norman Berglund Funeral Service

2 Sunday
Clearwater Forest Camp Day
10:00am: Sunday Worship with Communion via Facebook Live/in-person

3 Monday
7:00pm: Book Study via Zoom

4 Tuesday
7:00am: Men's Bible Study via Zoom

5 Wednesday
7:00am: Women's Bible Study via Zoom
9:30am: Staff Meeting
6:00pm: Jr. and Sr. High Youth Group via Zoom

8 Saturday
10:00am: Youth at LuLu Beans

9 Sunday
8:30am: Nurture and Fellowship in JKH
10:00am: Worship via Facebook Live/in-person

10 Monday
7:00pm: Book Study via Zoom

11 Tuesday
7:00pm: Men's Bible Study via Zoom(Last one of the spring)
5:45pm: Personnel in JKH
6:30pm: CEYM in JKH, Mission via Zoom

12 Wednesday
7:00am: Women's Bible Study via Zoom
9:30am: Staff Meeting
6:00pm: Jr. and Sr. High Youth Group via Zoom
6:30pm: Building & Grounds via Zoom

15 Saturday
VOICE Deadline

16 Sunday
10:00am: Worship via Facebook Live/in-person

17 Monday
7:00pm: Book Study via Zoom

18 Tuesday
6:00pm: Budget and Stewardship via Zoom

19 Wednesday
7:00am: Women's Bible Study via Zoom
6:00pm: Jr. and Sr. High Youth Group via Zoom

20 Thursday
COMMITTEE MINUTES DUE

23 Sunday
10:00am: Worship via Facebook Live/in-person

24 Monday
7:00pm: Book Study via Zoom

26 Wednesday
7:00am: Women's Bible Study via Zoom

9:30am: Staff Meeting

27 Thursday
6:30pm: Session via Zoom

30 Sunday
10:00am: Worship via Facebook Live/in-person

31 Monday
MEMORIAL DAY
OFFICE CLOSED

Monday, May 17-Friday, May 21st: Pastors are out of the of ice for continuing Ed

CHURCH CONTACTS
Rev. Scott Thompson
Co-Pastor

Rev. Leanne Thompson
Co-Pastor

Shara Goldenstein
Administrative Assistant

scott.fpcwillmar@gmail.com
320-403-0509

leanne.fpcwillmar@gmail.com

fpcwillmar@gmail.com

Jill Boeyink
CEYM Director/
Music Team Director

Deb Lang
Financial Secretary

jill.fpcwillmar@gmail.com
Erica Boeyink
Nursery Supervisor

Church Phone:
320-235-1263

320-262-6169

deb.fpcwillmar@gmail.com

Jerry & Sue Schiro
Custodians

Bea Ourada
Treasurer

Betty Knutson
Clerk of Session

bfourada@gmail.com

bettyknutson722@gmail.com
320-222-1613

Church Email:
fpcwillmar@gmail.com

Church Website:
www.fpchurchwillmar.org
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