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July Newsletter

Message from Assistant Pastor Richard Abert, S.J.
Honoring the Life and Legacy of Pedro Arrupe, S.J., Servant of God
In the past year, in Jesuit churches, schools and retreat centers everywhere, we
have been remembering the 500th anniversary of the conversion of Ignatius of
Loyola—his cannonball injury, long and painful recovery and subsequent
change of life. Another Jesuit, who lived four centuries after Ignatius, is
referred to as the “second founder” of the Society of Jesus. His name was
Pedro Arrupe, and his cause for sainthood is underway. You will hear his
name included in the litany of the Eucharistic Prayer at the sister parishes on
Sundays during July.
Similar to St Ignatius, Arrupe’s heart and mind were drastically changed by means of direct contact
with the materially poor and physically vulnerable. The first instance occurred while Pedro was
studying medicine at the University in Madrid in the mid-1920s. An unexpected request came to
him to visit a widow in a slum neighborhood. Her extreme poverty and will to provide for several
children, surviving on garlic soup and sharing a single bed, was burned into Pedro’s mind for the
rest of his life.
The second experience occurred a few years later. As a way of finding solace after the death of their
father, Pedro and his sisters made a pilgrimage to Lourdes, France, where people from all over the
world bring their sick to be healed through the grace of the Virgin Mary. Because he had four years
of medical training, Pedro offered his services to church and civil officials to verify that the
healings were medically proved as true. This experience of the love of God through these cures
inspired Pedro decided to leave aside his medical studies and to enter the Jesuit Order and to study
to become a priest.
The third transformative experience happened after ordination to the priesthood. Arrupe had been
sent to Japan as a missionary just before the beginning of World War II. In Hiroshima he was an
eyewitness to the horrific consequences of the atomic detonation over the city on August 6, 1945.
With his substantial medical knowledge Pedro gathered the Jesuit seminarians and carried the
survivors to the Novitiate house that quickly became a hospital.
In 1965 Pedro Arrupe was elected superior general (i.e., worldwide leader) of the Order. In the
midst of an extremely turbulent time in the Church and civil society as a whole, he offered
prophetic, for example, the Society of Jesus founded the Jesuit Refugee Service, an entity that
continues to be of service today to refugees from Myanmar, Syria, and Ukraine. Moreover,

Arrupe’s insistence on “a faith that contributes to justice” has motivated many Jesuits to confront
unjust structures and persons, which in part explains why, in the last 50 years, nearly 100 Jesuits
have been killed defending the rights and dignity of the poorest persons in society. Similarly, in the
area of education, Arrupe proposed that graduates of Jesuit schools should distinguish themselves
as “Men and Women for others.”
In 1981 Pedro Arrupe suffered a debilitating stroke that forced him to resign. In his infirmity he
composed the following prayer: More than ever I find myself in the hands of God. This is what I
have wanted all my life from my youth. But now there is a difference; the initiative is entirely with
God. It is indeed a profound spiritual experience to know and feel myself so totally in God’s
hands. Fr. Pedro Arrupe died on February 5, 1991.

July is the Month of St Ignatius of Loyola
Themes of the Homily each Sunday
(based on the life of Ignatius)
July 3: Wounded at Pamplona, Spain
July 10: Transformed at the Cardoner River
July 17: Blessed with Companions and Education in Paris
July 24: Confirmed at La Storta, Italy
July 31: Intimacy with God in Rome

Sunday, July 31
Feast Day of St Ignatius
Coffee + donuts at the morning Masses
Fruit and cookies at the afternoon Masses

Eucharistic Adoration and 1st Friday Mass
(bilingual) at St. Patrick’s on July 1st at
5 p.m.
The tradition of First Fridays is connected to
the devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and to

the intentions of the Pope.

Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network

July 4: Happy Independence Day!
(Parish office closed)

Summer Camp
July 11 - August 3
Mondays and Tuesdays from 12:00 to 5:00 p.m. and field
trips on Wednesdays from 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
We will offer 6 different classes: art, Bible stories,
cooking, dance, gardening, sign language, and theater.
Cost for camp is $35 per child. Spots are limited, please
call our Parish office if you are interested.

The Generosity Board Returns

The Parish raffle is the #1 fundraising event each year, netting nearly $6000 for each parish.
Envelopes with specific dollar amounts will be on sale after masses on July 17 and 24. The pull of the
winning tickets will take place at masses on Sunday, July 31.

The prizes this year are:

LEVEL 2:
A Roomba vacuum cleaner
(retail value of $250).

LEVEL 1:
8 Tickets to Mexican Fiesta
(retail value of $160).

LEVEL 3:
A REID Transit Disc bike
(retail value $350).

LEVEL 4:
Two tickets to either the Packers game
vs. the New England Patriots on Oct. 2;
or to a Bucks game, opponent and date, TBD
(estimated value of $500).

Parish Day at the Ballpark!
Saturday, July 23rd
Brewers vs. the Rockies @ 6:10 p.m.
Tailgate at 3:30 p.m.
$15 per ticket. Call the office to sign up.
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