Second Sunday in Lent

Order of Service -
March 16, 2025
10:00 am

Please join in the worship liturgy by reading the sections in bold italics.
% - Please rise in body or in spirit

Words of Welcome

“It is the mission of the Community Reformed Church of Colonie to love
the Lord our God with all our hearts, with all our souls and with all of our
minds; and to love our neighbors as ourselves." (Matthew 22:37-40)

We are a community bound together and energized by faith, love, and
commitment to Jesus Christ. And even though you may not yet share that faith,
love, and commitment, you are most welcome to be with us, to belong here,

to experience what we’re about. Then, if you are attracted and persuaded by
what you see and hear, we hope you’ll want to set down roots here long-term.
And even if you don’t, you’ll always be a friend.

The Community Reformed Church of Colonie welcomes you
and thanks you for worshipping with us.



FOR CONTEMPLATION

“A spiritual life is simply a life in which all that we do comes from the
center, where we are all anchored in God; a life soaked through and through
by a sense of God’s reality and claim, and self-given to the great movement

of God’s will.”

Evelyn Underhill
PRELUDE “Arms of Love”
THE COMMUNITY GATHERS
THE EXTINGUISHING OF THE LENTEN CANDLES
INTROIT “Sanctuary”

CALL TO WORSHIP

Come as you are.

If you have deep faith, or if your faith has run dry.

If you know every scripture, or none at all.

If you have calloused hands and live your faith through good
works,

Or if you only kneel at God’s feet with a million hungry questions on
your mind.

Come as you are.

This is God’s house.

None will be turned away.

All are welcome here.
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% HYMN “Blest Are They”
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Yours is the king-dom of  God!

INTRODUCTION TO THE SERVICE OF HEALING AND RESTORATION




AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

We believe in a Christ who teaches, sees, affirms, and celebrates
all of who we are.

We believe in a Christ who invites us to use our gifts for good and
celebrate every step we take in that direction.

We believe in a Christ who understands our anxieties and is gentle
with our concerns.

We believe in a Christ who looks at us with undiluted love.

The world will try to rank, rate, and declare winners, but we know
love has no limit. So, with God’s help, may we nurture our faith
and do good work for God’s honor and glory.

Amen.

TAIZE MEDITATION “Bless the Lord” (3 times)

Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God’s holy name.
Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me into life.

CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God of grace,

We long to do the ‘right’ thing. We long to make the ‘right’ choice.
We long to stand on the ‘right’ side of the dividing line.

In our earnestness, we sometimes miss the sacred right in front of
us.

In our earnestness, we sometimes miss opportunities to show love.
Show us how to hold our heart’s desire for perfection loosely.
Show us how to lead with grace and love, over anything else.

For even more than our desire to be right, we desire to be close to
you.

Show us the way.

Amen.

TAIZE MEDITATION “The Kingdom of God” (3 times)

The Kingdom of God is justice and peace
And joy in the Holy Spirit.
Come, Lord, and open in us
the gates of your kingdom.



WORDS OF FORGIVENESS
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE - Sarah Huiest

ANTHEM “I Could Sing of Your Love Forever”
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE LESSONS Luke 10:38-42

Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village, where a
woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. She had a sister
named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was
saying. But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to
him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do
all the work by myself? Tell her then to help me.” But the Lord
answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by
many things; there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the
good portion which will not be taken away from her.”

This is the Word of The Lord. Thanks be to God.

THE MORNING MESSAGE “Everything (In) Between - Faith and Works”

THE ELDER’S AND DEACON’S PRAYER

O God, hear us; hear our prayer.

Elder: O Great Physician, there is pain in us, Lord, and sickness. It
comes in many forms...but the anguish is the same. Some of us are
battling disease and injury. Perhaps not even our closest friends know
how really serious it is, but you know. Some of us live with pain as an
ever-present companion. We want you to take the hurt away; but if it
must be, give us the stamina and grace to bear it with patience and
the power to keep from taking it out on those around us.

O God, hear us; hear our prayer.



Deacon: Some of us outwardly are a picture of health, but inside our
heart of hearts, where you alone walk freely, something is wrong,
something that hinders joy and love. Perhaps it stems from a very old
tragedy, perhaps it is a recent heartbreak, perhaps it is conflict in our
family, perhaps it is loneliness, perhaps it is doubt. Touch us, Lord.
Heal our memories; free us from what is past.

O God, hear us; hear our prayer.

Elder: Others of us are doing our best with the pain of a loved one as
an illness or heartbreak ravages one we hold dear. Often there is very
little we can do directly, even though we might gladly change places
with that person if we could. Be near to those we name before you in
our hearts, relieve the loneliness of their struggle, battle their pain, lift
their spirits, restore their joy.

O God, hear us; hear our prayer.

Deacon: We pray for the sickness that infects our world and allows
countries to go to war... allows neighbors to fight neighbors... and
allows civilians to be tortured and maimed in war’s hatred. We pray
for this world where poverty dulls the eyes and cripples the mind,
where hope and safety are luxuries only the rich can sample. Use us
as instruments of your healing in the world around us. Motivate us to
become alert and informed. Do not let us hide our hearts and minds
from that which is too terrible for us to bear. Free us to do our part,
knowing that you can and do bear the burden of our world.

O God, hear us; hear our prayer.
O God, hear us; hear our prayer.
O God, hear us; hear our prayer.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but
deliver us from evil for yours is the kingdom, and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.



*¥HYMN 519 “It is Well With My Soul”

THE LAYING ON OF HANDS AND ANOINTING WITH OIL

It Is Well with My &oul 519

““The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; may the name of the Lord be praised.”’ Job 1:21
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WORDS: Horatio G. Spafford, 1873
MUSIC: Philip P. Bliss, 1876

VILLE DU HAVRE
11.8.11.9.Ref.



BENEDICTION

% THE IRISH BLESSING

May the road rise to meet you,

May the wind be ever at your back,

May the sun shine warm upon your face,

And the rains fall soft upon your fields.

And until we meet again, and until we meet again,
May the God who loves us all

Hold you in the palm of His hand.

Amen.

POSTLUDE “Be the Center”

Liturgical resources and prayers for the worship service have been adapted
from those created by Rev. Sarah A. Speed, A Sanctified Art LLC and are
used with permission.

WORSHIP TEAM

Worship Leader Music
Rev. Robert Hoffman Brian Rhode and Kevin Ingalls
Elder of the Day Sound Technician
Karl Coté Jerry Kallner
Deacon of the Day Video Technician
Marv Helf Cameron Kaercher
Liturgist Welcome Host
Vicki Lane Lori Coteé
Children’s Message Coffee Hour Host

Sarah Huiest Deb Helf



Copyright Licenses

Arms of Love
Craig Musseau
© 1991 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing (Admin. by
Integrity Music)
Vineyard Songs Canada (Admin. by Integrity Music)
Used by Permission.
CCLI License # 21149226

Sanctuary
Words & Music: John Thompson & Randy Scruggs ©
1982 Whole Armor/Full Armor Music.
Used by Permission.
CCLI License # 21149226

Blest Are They
Words & Music: David Haas
© 1985 GIA Publications
Used by Permission
One License #.A 719501

Bless The Lord
Contributors: Jacques Berthier, Taizé
© 1991, Les Presses de Taizé,
GIA Publications, Inc., agent
Used by Permission.

One License #.A 719501

The Kingdom of God
Contributors: Taizé
© 2007, Ateliers et Presses de Taizé,
GIA Publications, Inc., agent
Used by Permission.
One License #.A 719501

I Could Sing of Your Love Forever
Martin Smith
© 1994 Curious? Music UK (Admin. by Integrity
Music)
Used by Permission.
CCLI License # 21149226

The Irish Blessing
Words: Traditional
Music: Benjamin April© 2021 Benjamin April

Here Is Peace (3123)
Words: Andrew Pratt © 2010 Stainer & Bell Ltd.
Music: Traditional Latvian (PD)
Used by Permission.
CCLI License # 21149226

Be the Center
Michael Frye
© 1999 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire) (Admin. by
Integrity Music)Used by Permission.
CCLI License # 21149226

ZOOM

To join Sunday Worship via Zoom, use the link below:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6880887155

Meeting ID: 688 088 7155
By Phone: 1-646-558-8656


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6880887155

March Special Offering Envelopes -

Aot 3



https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=YTAGDC7646FY2
http://www.communityreformedchurch.com/
mailto:crccsandy@gmail.com
mailto:kmlatta@nycap.rr.com

COMMUNITY REFORMED CHURCH OF COLONIE
STAFF AND CONSISTORY

STAFF E-MAIL ADDRESSES

Rev. Robert Hoffman, Interim Pastor
rev.robert.hoffman@gmail.com

Lori Coté
Church Administrator & Bookkeeper
crcclori@gmail.com

Ben April,
Director of Music Ministries
benapril27@gmail.com

Sarah Huiest,
Youth Coordinator &
Communication/Media Coordinator
crccsarah@gmail.com

Cameron Kaercher
Technical Director
camkaercher@gmail.com

of Colonie

CONSISTORY
Elders

Karl Coté, VP
Ana Crosbourne
Linda Murphy
Melody York

Deacons

Kevin Bottini

Marvin Helf

Kevin Ingalls
Jessica Kaercher

The Communicy Reformed Chureh

n 701 Sand Creek Road, Colonie, NY 12205
Telephone: 518-869-5589

Website - www.communityreformedchurch
Facebook - facebook.com/coloniereformed
Twitter - @ColonieReformed
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