March 31, 2024
Order of Service - 10:00 am

Please join in the worship liturgy by reading the sections in bold italics.
% - Please rise in body or in spirit

Words of Welcome

“It 1s the mission of the Community Reformed Church of Colonie to love
the Lord our God with all our hearts, with all our souls and with all of our minds;
and to love our neighbors as ourselves." (Matthew 22:37-40)

We are a community bound together and energized by faith, love, and commitment to
Jesus Christ. And even though you may not yet share that faith, love, and
commitment, you are most welcome to be with us, to belong here,
to experience what we’re about. Then, if you are attracted and persuaded by what you
see and hear, we hope you’ll want to set down roots here long-term.

And even if you don’t, you’ll always be a friend.

The Community Reformed Church of Colonie welcomes you
and thanks you for worshipping with us.



For Contemplation

“Death could not keep his prey, Jesus my Savior!
He tore the bars away, Jesus my Lord! Up from
the grave He arose, with a mighty triumph o’er His foes.
He arose a victor from the dark domain,
and he lives forever with his saints to reign.
He arose! He arose! Hallelujah, Christ arose!”

“Christ Arose” text and music by Robert Lowry

Christ
Arose

==\,

PRELUDE “Christ Arose!”

THE COMMUNITY GATHERS

THE ELDER’S PRAYER - Melody York
INTROIT “Holy Ground”

CALL TO WORSHIP

Yesterday we thought death had won.
Yesterday we thought all was lost.
Yesterday we thought Christ was gone.
But not today.

Today we know that love has won.
Today we know that hope is real.
Today we know that Christ is here.
We have a reason to hope.

We have a reason to sing!

Alleluia!

Christ is risen today.

Alleluia! Amen!



#¥HYMN 250 “Jesus Christ is Risen Today”

Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 250

He has risenl He G not here. Mk, 1626
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CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Eternal and ever-loving God, today we confess before you and one
another that we remember the wrong things and forget the right
things.

We remember our inability and unworthiness while we forget your
invitation to follow you as disciples of value.

We remember how it is to sink under the stress of the conditions
around us while forgetting your hand reaching out to hold us up
and calm those storms.

We remember what the world says about you and how they expect
us to be while forgetting that you are the Son of God, our Savior.

We remember ourselves and our need for security and stability
while forgetting your example of sacrifice and service.

We remember hurts and wrongs and difficult people while we
forget that you continue to welcome, forgive and restore us.

We remember the caution of the world to keep quiet, to bite our
tongue while we forget to shout with loudest praise your glory and
our love.

Lord Jesus, forgive our forgetfulness and once more open before
us the door to new life. Amen

MEDITATION “Wait for the Lord” (3 times)

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.
Wait for the Lord: keep watch, take heart.



ASSURANCE OF PARDON

You are seen and known. You are seen and known.

You are forgiven and restored. You are forgiven and restored.
You are held in God’s grace and You are held in God’s grace and
given hope. given hope.

Grace and mercy abound for you. Grace and mercy abound for you.
Remember this and go forth to live

in peace. Amen!

TAIZE MEDITATION “Blessing and Praise” (3 times)

Blessing and praise be given,
Blessing and praise be given
To Christ who comes, who comes for us,
Comes in the name of the Lord.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE - Sarah Huiest
DEACON'’S PRAYER FOR THE WORLD - Jessica Kaercher

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil for yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory
forever. Amen.

CHORAL ANTHEM “Christ is Risen, Alleluia!”
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE LESSON Luke 24:1-35

But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb,
taking the spices that they had prepared. They found the stone rolled
away from the tomb, but when they went in, they did not find the
body. While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in
dazzling clothes stood beside them. The women were terrified and
bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do



you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has

risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the
Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on
the third day rise again.” Then they remembered his words, and
returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the
rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James,
and the other women with them who told this to the apostles. But
these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe
them. But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in,
he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at
what had happened.

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each
other about all these things that had happened. While they were
talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with

them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to
them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?”
They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was
Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who
does not know the things that have taken place there in these

days?” He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about
Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before
God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed
him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had
hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this,
it is now the third day since these things took place. Moreover, some
women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this
morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back
and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that
he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and
found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.” Then
he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to
believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that
the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his

glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted
to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. As they came
near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he
were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us,
because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he
went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took



bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were
opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their

sight. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us
while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the
scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up and returned to
Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered
together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has
appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the road,
and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the
bread.

This is the Word of The Lord. Thanks be to God.

THE MORNING MESSAGE Wandering Heart: Figuring Out Faith with Peter
“Hope Through Remembering”




¥HYMN 234 “Christ, the Lord is Risen Today”

- - i by f— L
Z A i I 1 ] I ] i ]
£ . I 1 1 p 1 1
AR RS . S
~JT
1. Christ the Lord is risen to - day, Al = le - lu - ia!
2. Love’s re - deem-ing work is done, Al - le - lu - ia!
3. Lives a - gain our glo- rious King, Al - le - lu - ia!
4. Soar we now where Christ has led, Al - le - lu - ia!
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Fought the fight, the bat - tle won, Al le - Iu - ia!
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Al le - lu - ia!
Fol-lowing our ex - alt - ed Head, Al le - u - ia!
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Raise your joys and tri - umphs high, Al - le - lu - ia!
Death in vain for - bids him rise, Al - le - lu - ia!
Once he died our souls to save, Al - le - lu - ia!
Made like him, like him we rise, Al - le - Iu - ia!
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Sing, ye heavens, and earth re - ply, Al le - lu\‘—-/ ia!
Christ has o - pened par - a - dise. Al le - lu - ia!
Wherethy vic - to - ry, O grave? Al - le - lu ia!
Ours the cross, the grave,the skies. Al le - lu - ia!
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#*AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

We may weep through the longest nights.

We may stare at the empty tomb with more questions than
answers.

We may run our fingers over the burial cloths and still long for
more.

But today, we are a people of hope!

We believe in new beginnings!

We believe that the God who created the world is stronger than
death.

We believe that the tomb could not hold him.

We believe the sun does rise even following the darkest night.
We believe the story is not over yet, for God is among us and
working through us.

We believe that Jesus abides among us, teaching, healing,
restoring, and we can see his

fingerprints throughout the world.

We believe, and today we are a people filled with hope.

#¥BENEDICTION
% THE IRISH BLESSING

May the road rise to meet you,

May the wind be ever at your back,

May the sun shine warm upon your face,

And the rains fall soft upon your fields.

And until we meet again, and until we meet again,
May the God who loves us all

Hold you in the palm of His hand.

All the Liturgical resources for our Lenten Worship Theme, “Figuring Out
Faith with Peter” are used with permission from “A Sanctified Art LLC” and
have been prepared by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed.



WORSHIP TEAM

Minister of Word and Sacrament
Rev. Robert Hoffman

Elder
Melody York

Deacon
Jessica Kaercher

Liturgist
Vicki Lane

Children’s Message
Sarah Huiest

Sound and Lighting Technician
Jerry Kallner

Video Technician
Cameron Kaercher

Director of Music Ministries
Benjamin April

Choir
Tina-Marie Bottini
Michelle Braungard

Sue Bredice
Terry Cranfield
Maggie George

Kaaren Haushalter
Marvin Helf
Kevin Ingalls
Paulette Johnson
Marissa Lombardo
Ron Smith
B.). Todd
Debi Todd

Welcome Host
Lori Coté

Coffee Hour Host
Kyrra Howard

Copyright Licenses

Christ Arose!
Music: Robert Lowry (PD) arr Lloyd Larson
© 2022 Lorenz Publishing Company
Used by Permission: CCLI License # 21149226

Holy Ground
Words & Music: Geron Davis
© 1983 Meadowgreen Music Co. and
Songchannel Music Co
Used by Permission: CCLI License # 21149226

Blessing & Praise
Contributors: Jacques Berthier, Taizé
© 1978, 1980, 1981, Les Presses de Taizé,
GIA Publications, Inc., agent
Used by Permission: One License A 719501

ZOOM

Wait for the Lord
Contributors: Jacques Berthier, Taizé
© 1984, Les Presses de Taizé,
GIA Publications, Inc., agent
Used by Permission: One License A 719501

Christ is Risen, Alleluia!
Words & Music: Jay Althouse
© 2017 Hope Publishing Company
Used by Permission. CCLI License # 21149226

To join Sunday Worship via Zoom, use the link below:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6880887155

Meeting ID: 688 088 7155
By Phone: 1-646-558-8656


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6880887155

Offerings and gifts to the church may be submitted online via PayPal (link found below
or on our website), by mailed check, by direct bank payment or by placing them in the
offering box located near the exit.

PayPal:
https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=N67JS9D5MLMGS

Website:
www.communityreformedchurch.com

Mailing Address:
Community Reformed Church of Colonie
701 Sand Creek Road
Colonie, NY 12205

Special Offering Envelopes -
There are three special offering envelopes for March.
You may make your offering to these with the envelope provided, mail
in the offering to the Church office or through Paypal. If you have any
questions, contact Lori Coté at crcclori@gmail.com.
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| MISSION OF THE MONTH Easter Offering
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Prayer E-Chain

Please email prayer requests to:

Sandy Cornwell
crccsandy@gmail.com

and

Karen Latta
kmlatta@nycap.rr.com
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COMMUNITY REFORMED CHURCH OF COLONIE
STAFF AND CONSISTORY

STAFF E-MAIL ADDRESSES

Rev. Robert Hoffman, Interim Pastor
rev.robert.hoffman@gmail.com

Lori Coté
Church Administrator & Bookkeeper
crcclori@gmail.com

Ben April,
Director of Music Ministries
benapril27@gmail.com

Sarah Huiest,
Youth Coordinator &
Communication/Media Coordinator
crccsarah@gmail.com

Cameron Kaercher
Technical Director
camkaercher@gmail.com

of Colonie
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CONSISTORY
Elders

Karl Coté
Ana Crosbourne
Linda Murphy
Melody York

Deacons

Kevin Bottini

Marvin Helf

Kevin Ingalls
Jessica Kaercher

The Commuanity Reformed Chureh

701 Sand Creek Road, Colonie, NY 12205
Telephone: 518-869-5589

Website - www.communityreformedchurch
Facebook - facebook.com/coloniereformed
Twitter - @ColonieReformed
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