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The First Sunday of Easter 
 

Order of Service –  
 

April 27, 2025 
 

10:00 am 

 

Please join in the worship liturgy by reading the sections in bold italics. 

 - Please rise in body or in spirit 

 

 

 

 

Words of Welcome 
“It is the mission of the Community Reformed Church of Colonie to love  

the Lord our God with all our hearts, with all our souls and with all of our 

minds; and to love our neighbors as ourselves." (Matthew 22:37-40) 
 

We are a community bound together and energized by faith, love, and commitment to 

Jesus Christ.  And even though you may not yet share that faith, love, and 

commitment, you are most welcome to be with us, to belong here,  

to experience what we’re about.  Then, if you are attracted and persuaded by what you 

see and hear, we hope you’ll want to set down roots here long-term.   

And even if you don’t, you’ll always be a friend.   
 

The Community Reformed Church of Colonie welcomes you  

and thanks you for worshipping with us. 
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FOR CONTEMPLATION 

 

“...for I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content: I know how 

to be abased and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I 

have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to 

suffer need. I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” 

 

Philippians 4:11b - 13 

 

 

 

PRELUDE  “Raise a Hallelujah” 

 

THE COMMUNITY GATHERS 

 

THE ELDER’S PRAYER – Ana Crosbourne 

 

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 

 

INTROIT  “The Risen Christ” 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear though the earth should change, though 

the mountains shake, or the waters roar. 

 

The Lord of hosts is with us. The God of Jacob is our refuge. 

We have confidence in God in times of war, in human struggles, in 

personal anxiety and stress. 

 

For God alone my soul waits in silence. From God alone comes my 

salvation. 

The Lord is my rock and my salvation, my fortress, I shall not be 

greatly shaken. 

 

“Be still and know that I am God,” says the Lord. “I am exalted among 

the nations, I am exalted in all the earth.” 

The Lord of hosts is with us. The God of Jacob is our refuge.  

Thanks be to God! 
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 HYMN  “Gather Us In” 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

 

Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love 

the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 

with all your might.  

 

Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart. 

Recite them to your children and talk about them when you are at 

home and when you are away; when you lie down and when you 

rise. 

 

Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your 

forehead, and write them on the doorposts of your house and on 

your gates. 

 

TAIZÉ MEDITATION  “In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful” (3 times) 

 

In the Lord I'll be ever thankful 

In the Lord I will rejoice. 

Look to God, do not be afraid. 

Lift up your voices the Lord is near, 

Lift up your voices the Lord is near. 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 

Holy and merciful God, in your presence we confess our sinfulness 

and our shortcomings and our offenses against you. 

You alone know how often we have sinned in wandering from your 

ways, in wasting your gifts, in forgetting your love. 

Have mercy on us, O Lord, for we are ashamed and sorry for all 

we have done to displease you. 

Forgive our sins and help us to live in your light and walk in your 

ways for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior.  

Amen. 

 

TAIZÉ MEDITATION  “Shepherd Me, O God” (3 times) 

 

Shepherd me, O God, beyond my wants, 

beyond my fears, from death into life. 
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE – Sarah Huiest 

 

DEACON’S PRAYER FOR THE WORLD – Jessica Kaercher 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 

kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil for yours is the kingdom, and the power  

and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

ANTHEM  “Your Grace Finds Me” 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS  Colossians 3:1-4; 14-17 

 

So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 

where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on 

things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you have 

died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is 

your life is revealed then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 

 

Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together 

in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to 

which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the 

word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in 

all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns and 

spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 

everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thank to God the 

Father through him. 

 

This is the Word of The Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

THE MORNING MESSAGE  “Grounded in Gratitude” 

 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION  
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HYMN 612  “How Firm a Foundation” 
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BENEDICTION 

 

THE IRISH BLESSING 

 

May the road rise to meet you, 

May the wind be ever at your back, 

May the sun shine warm upon your face, 

And the rains fall soft upon your fields. 

And until we meet again, and until we meet again, 

May the God who loves us all  

Hold you in the palm of His hand.  

Amen. 

 

POSTLUDE  “Joy Has Dawned upon the World” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP TEAM 

 

Worship Leader 

Donna Davidson 

 

Elder of the Day 

Ana Crosbourne 

 

Deacon of the Day 

Jessica Kaercher 

 

Liturgist 

Kyrra Howard 

 

Children’s Message 

Sarah Huiest 

 

Music Director 

Ben April 

 

Sound Technician 

John Lombardo 

 

Video Technician 

Addison York 

 

Coffee Hour Host 

Linda Murphy 

 

Welcome Host 

Linda Murphy 
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Copyright Licenses 

 

Raise a Hallelujah 

Music: Jonathan David Helser, Melissa Helser,  

Molly Skaggs, Jake Stevens © 2018 and this arr.  

© 2022 Bethel Music Publishing 

Used by Permission. 

CCLI License # 21149226 

 

The Risen Christ 

Words & Music: Keith Getty & Phil Madeira, arr. 

Bruce Greer © 2005 ThankYou Music 

Used by Permission. 

CCLI License # 21149226 

 

Gather Us In 

Words & Music: Marty Haugen 

© 1982 GIA Publications 

Used by Permission. 

One License #.A 719501 

 

In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful 

Contributors: Jacques Berthier, Taizé Community 

Tune: © 1986, 1991, Les Presses de Taizé, GIA 

Publications, Inc., agent Text: © 1986, 1991, Les 

Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent 

Used by Permission. 

One License #.A 719501 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Grace Finds Me 

Words & Music: Jonas Myrin and Matt Redman © 

2013 Worshiptogether.com Songs, Skixsteps Music, 

Said and Done Music, Shout! Music Publishing, and 

ThankYou Music 

Used by Permission. 

CCLI License # 21149226 

 

Shephard Me, O God 

Contributors: Marty Haugen 

Tune: © 1986, GIA Publications, Inc. Text: Psalm 

23; adapt. by Marty Haugen; © 1986, GIA 

Publications, Inc. 

Used by Permission. 

One License #.A 719501 

 

The Irish Blessing 

Words: Traditional 

Music: Benjamin April© 2021 Benjamin April 

 

Joy Has Dawned upon the World 

Music: Keith Getty & Stuart Townend © 2005 and 

this arr. © 2022 Thankyou Music 

Used by Permission. 

CCLI License # 21149226 

 

ZOOM 

 

To join Sunday Worship via Zoom, use the link below: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6880887155 

Meeting ID: 688 088 7155 

 

By Phone: 1-646-558-8656 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6880887155
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Offerings and gifts to the church may be submitted online via PayPal (link or 

QR code found below or on our website), by mailed check, by direct bank 

payment or by placing them in the offering box. 

 

PayPal: 

 

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=YTAGDC7646FY2  

 

 
 

Website: 

www.communityreformedchurch.com 

 

Mailing Address: 

Community Reformed Church of Colonie 

701 Sand Creek Road 

Colonie, NY 12205 

 

 

April Special Offering Envelopes –  

 

 

    

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=YTAGDC7646FY2
http://www.communityreformedchurch.com/
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Prayer E-Chain 

 

Please email prayer requests to: 

 

Sandy Cornwell 

crccsandy@gmail.com 

Karen Latta 

kmlatta@nycap.rr.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY REFORMED CHURCH OF COLONIE  

STAFF AND CONSISTORY 

 

STAFF E-MAIL ADDRESSES 

 

CONSISTORY 

Rev. Robert Hoffman, Interim Pastor 

rev.robert.hoffman@gmail.com 

 

Lori Coté 

Church Administrator & Bookkeeper 

crcclori@gmail.com 

 

Ben April,  

Director of Music Ministries 

benapril27@gmail.com 

 

Sarah Huiest,  

Youth Coordinator & 

Communication/Media Coordinator 

crccsarah@gmail.com 

 

Cameron Kaercher 

Technical Director 

camkaercher@gmail.com 

 

 

Elders 

 

Karl Coté, VP 

Ana Crosbourne 

Linda Murphy 

Melody York 

 

Deacons 

 

Kevin Bottini 

Marvin Helf 

Kevin Ingalls 

Jessica Kaercher 

 

mailto:crccsandy@gmail.com
mailto:kmlatta@nycap.rr.com
mailto:rev.robert.hoffman@gmail.com
mailto:crcclori@gmail.com
mailto:crccsarah@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/crccl/Dropbox/CRCC/Bulletins/Bulletin/Bulletin%202023/camkaercher@gmail.com
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701 Sand Creek Road, Colonie, NY  12205 

Telephone: 518-869-5589  

 

Website - www.communityreformedchurch 

Facebook - facebook.com/coloniereformed  

Twitter - @ColonieReformed 

 

http://www.communityreformedchurch/
http://facebook.com/coloniereformed

