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The Fifthteenth Sunday  

after Pentecost 

September 1, 2024 

Worship – 9:00 AM 

 

 

If you are listening to worship in your car,  

please tune your radio to station 88.9 FM 

 

 

Words of Welcome 
“It is the mission of the Community Reformed Church of Colonie to love  

the Lord our God with all our hearts, with all our souls and with all of our 

minds; and to love our neighbors as ourselves." (Matthew 22:37-40) 
 

We are a community bound together and energized by faith, love, and 

commitment to Jesus Christ.  And even though you may not yet share that faith, 

love, and commitment, you are most welcome to be with us, to belong here,  

to experience what we’re about.  Then, if you are attracted and persuaded by 

what you see and hear, we hope you’ll want to set down roots here long-term.   

And even if you don’t, you’ll always be a friend.   
 

The Community Reformed Church of Colonie welcomes you  

and thanks you for worshipping with us. 
 

 

Today we are celebrating Communion. If you wish to receive gluten free 

bread, please speak to the pastor or one of the elders before the service. 

In the celebration of Communion, all who believe in Jesus Christ as their 

Lord and Savior are invited to the Table. Please hold the elements until all 

have received them that we may commune together. 

 

 

Please join in the worship liturgy by reading the sections in bold italics. 

 - Please rise in body or in spirit 
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FOR CONTEMPLATION 

 

“When it is genuine, when it is born of the need to speak, no one can stop 

the human voice. When denied a mouth, it speaks with the hands or the 

eyes, or the pores, or anything at all. Because every single one of us has 

something to say to others, something that deserves to be celebrated or 

forgiven by others.” 

 

Eduardo Galeano from The Book of Embraces 

 

 

PRELUDE  “Draw Me Close” 

 

THE COMMUNITY GATHERS 

 

THE ELDER’S PRAYER – Melody York 

 

INTROIT  “How Shall I Come Before the Lord” 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

 

I will extol you, my God and king and I will bless your name forever 

and ever. 

Every day I will bless you and I will praise your name forever 

and ever. 

 

Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised! God’s greatness is 

unsearchable! 

One generation shall praise your works to another and shall 

declare your mighty acts. 

 

I will meditate on the glorious splendor of your majesty and on your 

wondrous works. 

People shall speak of the might of your awesome acts and tell 

of your greatness. They shall eagerly tell the memory of your 

goodness and shall sing of your righteousness. 

 

All your works shall praise you, O Lord, and all your saints shall bless 

you. 

My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord from this time on 

and forevermore. Praise the Lord! 
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 HYMN  “The Summons” 
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CALL TO CONFESSION 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 

Lord Jesus, you have given us all that we need. We have been so 

blessed by your grace, mercy and peace. We know we should be 

more eager and willing to share this good news with others and 

pray for your forgiveness for those times we were silent when we 

could have spoken up. We also know there will be more 

opportunities for us to do so, and we pray your Spirit will give us 

courage and confidence when they arise.  

 

We also pray that our lives will be a faithful witness of what we 

believe and what we speak, so help us to live honest and sincere 

and faithful lives. Guide us by your word and Spirit today and 

always. In your holy name we pray. Amen. 

 

TAIZÉ MEDITATION  “Shepherd Me, O God” (3 times) 

 

Shepherd me, O God, beyond my wants, 

beyond my fears, from death into life. 

 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS  

 

SUMMARY OF GOD’S LAW 

 

DEACON’S PRAYER FOR THE WORLD – Kevin Ingalls 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON   

 

Mark 7:24-37 

 

From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered 

a house and did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could 

not escape notice, but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean 

spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at 

his feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin.  

She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. He said to her, 

“Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s 
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food and throw it to the dogs.” But she answered him, “Sir, even the 

dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” Then he said to her, 

“For saying that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.”  

So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon 

gone. 

Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon 

towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. They 

brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech;  

and they begged him to lay his hand on him. He took him aside in 

private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he 

spat and touched his tongue. Then looking up to heaven, he sighed 

and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” And immediately 

his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke 

plainly. Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he 

ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. They were 

astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well;  

he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.” 

I Peter 3:13-17 

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good?  

But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed.  

Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your 

hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense 

to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is 

in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience 

clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your 

good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer 

for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for 

doing evil. 

 

This is the Word of The Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

THE MORNING MESSAGE - “We’ve Something to Share” 
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CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 

THE CALL TO COMMUNION 

 

We have one Lord, one God, one Savior. 

The Holy Spirit makes Christ real to us, 

binding us in one, as we share him together. 

 

This is something we do eagerly. 

Christ welcomes us here. 

 

This is something we do seriously. 

For this is the moment of greatest intimacy when we 

take the symbols of the body and blood of the risen 

Lord. 

 

This is something we do together. 

I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the 

presence of the Lord”. 

 

PEACE 

 

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts since as members of 

one body you were called to peace (Colossians 3:15).  

The peace of Christ be with you. 

 

And also with you. 

 

OUR PRAISE TO GOD (THE DOXOLOGY)  

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above ye heavenly host: 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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THE PREFACE 

 

HYMN  "Holy Lord" 

 

 

 

 

THE MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 

 

The Holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is a feast of 

remembrance, of communion, and of hope: We remember with joy 

the grace by which you created all things and made us in your own 

image. 

We rejoice that you called a people in covenant to be a 

light to the nations. 

 

Yet we rebelled against your will. 

In spite of the prophets and pastors sent forth to us, 

we continued to break your covenant. 

 

In the fullness of time, you sent your only Son to save us. 

Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of your favored one, 

Mary, sharing our life, Christ reconciled us to your love. 
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At the Jordan your Spirit descended upon Him, anointing Him to 

preach the good news of your reign. 

He healed the sick and fed the hungry, 

manifesting the power of your compassion. 

 

He sought out the lost and broke bread with sinners, witnessing 

the fullness of your grace. 

We beheld His glory. 

 

On the night before He died for us, Jesus broke bread and shared 

the cup with His disciples. 

After the meal our Lord was arrested, 

abandoned by His followers and beaten. 

 

He stood trial and was put to death on a cross. 

Having emptied himself in the form of a servant, 

and being obedient even to death, He was raised from 

the dead and exalted as Lord of heaven and earth.  

 

Through him you bestow the gift of your Spirit, uniting your 

church, empowering its mission and leading us into the new 

creation you have promised. 

By His death, resurrection and ascension, Jesus Christ 

has obtained for us the life-giving Spirit who unites us 

all in one body. We therefore receive this Supper 

in true and unconditional love. 

 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
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COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

 

"GLORY TO BE ALMIGHTY GOD" 

 

 

 

COMMUNION  

 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Since, dear God, in this place at this table, we have touched, 

we have tasted, we have heard and we have seen the signs  

of your love for us, grant that we may go away from this 

house filled with our love for you and overflowing with your 

love for those who are around us and who share our lives.   

We pray in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
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HYMN  “The Lord’s Prayer” 
 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION  

 



12 

 

THE IRISH BLESSING 

 

May the road rise to meet you, 

May the wind be ever at your back, 

May the sun shine warm upon your face, 

And the rains fall soft upon your fields. 

And until we meet again, and until we meet again, 

May the God who loves us all 

Hold you in the palm of His hand. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP TEAM 

 

Worship Leader 

Rev. Robert Hoffman 

 

Elder of the Day 

Melody York 

 

Deacon of the Day 

Kevin Ingalls 

 

Liturgist 

Vicki Lane 

 

Soloist 

Kevin Ingalls 

 

 

Sound Technician 

Jerry Kallner 

 

Video Technician 

Cameron Kaercher 

 

Welcome Host 

Lou Ann Connelly 

 

Coffee Hour Host 

Debi Todd 
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Copyright Licenses 
 

Draw Me Close 

Words & Music: Kelly Carpenter 

© 1994 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing 

Used by Permission. 

CCLI 21149226 

 

The Summons 

Words & Music: John Bell © 1987, The Iona 

Community, GIA Publications 

Used by Permission. 

CCLI 21149226 

 

Shepherd Me, O God 

Contributors: Marty Haugen 

Tune: © 1986, GIA Publications, Inc. Text: Psalm 

23; adapt. by Marty Haugen; © 1986, GIA 

Publications, Inc. 

Used by Permission. 

One License #.A 719501 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Lord 

Words: Reginald Heber, adapted by  

Benjamin April & Bruce Cornwell 

Music: Benjamin April 

 

Mystery of Faith 

Words: Traditional 

Music: Benjamin April 

 

Glory Be to Almighty God 

Words & Music: Benjamin April & Bruce Cornwell 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Words: Traditional 

Music: Benjamin April 

 

Copyright info for all of the above: © 2023 

Benjamin April & Bruce Cornwell 

 

 

ZOOM 

To join Sunday Worship via Zoom, use the link below: 

https://tinyurl.com/CRCCZoom 

Meeting ID: 688 088 7155 

By Phone: 1-646-558-8656 

 

 

 

In-Person Worship Guidelines - Even though you may be vaccinated, mask 

wearing continues to be encouraged to protect our vulnerable and 

medically compromised worshippers. We ask you to respect the 

distance and comfort levels of others. Reminder: If you are feeling 

under the weather, please remain home and participate in worship via 

Zoom. 

 

 

 

 

https://tinyurl.com/CRCCZoom


14 

 

Offerings and gifts to the church may be submitted online via PayPal 

(link found below or on our website), by mailed check, by direct bank 

payment or by placing them in the offering box. 

 

PayPal: 

https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=N67JS9D5MLMGS 

 

Website: 

www.communityreformedchurch.com 

 

Mailing Address: 

Community Reformed Church of Colonie 

701 Sand Creek Road 

Colonie, NY 12205 

 

 

September Special Offering Envelopes –  

  

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Prayer E-Chain 

 

Please email prayer requests to: 

 

Sandy Cornwell 

crccsandy@gmail.com 

 

and  

 

Karen Latta 

kmlatta@nycap.rr.com 

 

   

 

https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=N67JS9D5MLMGS
http://www.communityreformedchurch.com/
mailto:crccsandy@gmail.com
mailto:kmlatta@nycap.rr.com
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COMMUNITY REFORMED CHURCH OF COLONIE  

STAFF AND CONSISTORY 

 

STAFF E-MAIL ADDRESSES 

 

CONSISTORY 

Rev. Robert Hoffman, Interim Pastor 

rev.robert.hoffman@gmail.com 

 

Lori Coté 

Church Administrator & Bookkeeper 

crcclori@gmail.com 

 

Ben April,  

Director of Music Ministries 

benapril27@gmail.com 

 

Sarah Huiest,  

Youth Coordinator & 

Communication/Media Coordinator 

crccsarah@gmail.com 

 

Cameron Kaercher 

Technical Director 

camkaercher@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Elders 

 

Karl Coté, VP 

Ana Crosbourne 

Linda Murphy 

Melody York 

 

Deacons 

 

Kevin Bottini 

Marvin Helf 

Kevin Ingalls 

Jessica Kaercher 

 

 

 

701 Sand Creek Road, Colonie, NY  12205 

Telephone: 518-869-5589  

 

Website - www.communityreformedchurch.com 

Facebook - facebook.com/coloniereformed  

Twitter - @ColonieReformed 

mailto:rev.robert.hoffman@gmail.com
mailto:crcclori@gmail.com
mailto:crccsarah@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/crccl/Dropbox/CRCC/Bulletins/Bulletin/Bulletin%202023/camkaercher@gmail.com
http://www.communityreformedchurch/
http://facebook.com/coloniereformed


16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


