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Thanksgiving Service 
 

November 24, 2024 
 

Order of Service – 

10:00 am 
 

Words of Welcome 
“It is the mission of the Community Reformed Church of Colonie to love 

the Lord our God with all our hearts, with all our souls and with all of 

our minds; and to love our neighbors as ourselves."  

(Matthew 22:37-40) 

 

We are a community bound together and energized by faith, love, and 

commitment to Jesus Christ.  And even though you may not yet share that 

faith, love, and commitment, you are most welcome to be with us, to belong 

here, to experience what we’re about.  Then, if you are attracted and 

persuaded by what you see and hear, we hope you’ll want to set down roots 

here long-term.  And even if you don’t, you’ll always be a friend.   

 

The Community Reformed Church of Colonie welcomes you, 

and thanks you for worshipping with us. 
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CONTEMPLATION 

 

Write a daily gratitude  

 

~Unknown 

 

 

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE AGAPE FEAST 

 

Throughout his ministry, Jesus stressed by his actions the 

importance of sharing a common meal.  This led early Christians 

to meet frequently - perhaps weekly - on the Lord's Day for a 

special meal - an agape or feast of love.  Associated with the meal 

were prayers and songs, and the distribution of food to the 

needy. 

Today we are going to blend that feast of love into our Worship 

Service.  We invite you to participate fully and in the same spirit of 

joy, fellowship and care as begun by Jesus.  

 

 

Please join in the worship liturgy by reading the sections in bold 

italics. 

 - Please rise in body or in spirit 
 

 

PRELUDE  “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” 

 

THE COMMUNITY GATHERS 

 

THE ELDER’S PRAYER – Karl Coté 

 

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 

 

INTROIT  “Now Thank We All Our God” 
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CALL TO WORSHIP  Psalm 95:1-7 

 

Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; 

let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.  

 

Let us come before him with thanksgiving  

and extol him with music and song.  

 

For the Lord is the great God,  

the great king above all gods.  

 

In his hand are the depths of the earth,  

and the mountain peaks belong to him.  

 

The sea is his, for he made it,  

and his hands formed the dry land.  

 

Come, let us bow down in worship,  

let us kneel before the LORD our maker,  

 

For he is our God  

and we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his care.  
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HYMN 381  “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH  From Our Song of Hope  

 

The Holy Spirit builds one church, united in one Lord and one 

hope, with one ministry around one table.  The Spirit calls all 

believers in Jesus to respond in worship together, to accept all the 

gifts from the Spirit, to learn from each other’s traditions to make 

unity visible on earth. 

 

TAIZÉ MEDITATION  “In the Lord I’ll be Ever Thankful” (3 times) 

 

In the Lord I'll be ever thankful 

In the Lord I will rejoice. 

Look to God, do not be afraid. 

Lift up your voices the Lord is near, 

Lift up your voices the Lord is near. 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

 

THE PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 

Loving God, we gather today, rich in blessings, somehow believing 

that we merit the wealth and comforts we enjoy. 

 

Forgive us, our God, for comfortably closing our eyes to the faces 

of the poor that stare blankly in our direction.   

 

Lord, have mercy on us.  

 

With bellies full of grain and meat, we offer token gestures to the 

hungry in our world and we feel we have done enough.  

 

Forgive us, God, for keeping a distance between “us” and “them,” 

for closing our ears to the cries of the hungry.   

 

Christ, have mercy on us.  

 

With hands tightly clasping our treasures on earth, we cannot 

reach out to our oppressed brothers and sisters around this world.  

 

Forgive us for clinging to our own possessions rather than to you. 

Unite us with hearts of thanksgiving, that we may work to ensure 

freedom and justice for all. 

 

Lord, have mercy on us. 
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TAIZÉ MEDITATION  “Shepherd Me, O God” (3 times) 

 

Shepherd me, O God, beyond my wants, 

beyond my fears, from death into life. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  1 John 1:5,7 

 

SUMMARY OF GOD’S LAW 

 

DEACON’S PRAYER FOR THE WORLD – Marv Helf 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 

kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver 

us from evil for yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

 

ANTHEM  “A Giving Place” 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON  Colossians 3:15-17 

 

And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you 

were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ 

dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; 

and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual 

songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in 

the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through 

him. 

 

This is the Word of The Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

THE MORNING MESSAGE  “Thanks-giving” 

 

OUR THANK-YOU CHAIN TO GOD 
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HYMN 262 “Rejoice, the Lord is King”
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THE AGAPE FEAST 

 

We give you thanks, O God, through your son Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, because you have enlightened us by revealing the one true 

light. Having come to the beginning of this day with the rising light 

and being encouraged by its presence with us, we hold fast to your 

promise to always be with us and bless us. And so we bless and 

praise you through your son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom be 

honor and glory forever. Amen.  

 

BLESSING OF THE BREAD 

 

“Blessed are you, O Lord, our God, who brings forth bread from 

the earth.” 

 

BLESSING OF THE CUP 

 

“Blessed are you, O Lord, our God, who creates the fruit of the 

vine.” 

 

AN ACT OF THANKSGIVING  (from Psalm 148) 

LOBE DEN HERREN 

 

Praise to the Lord,  

the Almighty, the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise him,  

for he is your health and salvation! 

Let all who hear now to his temple draw near,  

joining in glad adoration! 

 

Praise the Lord, all you hosts of heaven! 

Praise him, sun and moon! 

 Praise him shining stars and all the firmament! 

Let them all praise the name of the Lord! 

 

Praise to the Lord,  

who o'er all things is wondrously reigning 

and, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining. 

Have you not seen all that is needful has been  

sent by his gracious ordaining? 
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Let the earth join his praise: 

the seas and all that dwell therein, 

the forces of nature that obey his command; 

hills and mountains, trees and forests, birds and animals of 

every kind. 

 

Praise to the Lord,  

who will prosper your work and defend you; 

surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 

Ponder anew what the Almighty can do  

if with his love he befriends you. 

 

Let the people praise the Lord ~ 

rulers and subjects, men and women, 

the old and the young alike. 

Let them all praise the name of the Lord! 

 

Praise to the Lord!  

Oh, let all that is in me adore him! 

All that has life and breath,  

come now with praises before him! 

Let the amen sound from his people again. 

Gladly forever adore him! 

 

The name of the Lord is greater than all others. 

The Glory of the Lord is above earth and heaven. 

He blesses all who are his own, 

so that all may praise him. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

THE IRISH BLESSING 

 

May the road rise to meet you, 

May the wind be ever at your back, 

May the sun shine warm upon your face, 

And the rains fall soft upon your fields. 

And until we meet again, and until we meet again, 

May the God who loves us all  

Hold you in the palm of His hand.  

Amen. 

 

POSTLUDE  “We Gather Together” 
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Worship Team 

 

Worship Leader 

Tina Bottini 

 

Elder of the Day 

Karl Coté 

 

Deacon of the Day 

Marv Helf 

 

Liturgist 

Lou Ann Connelly 

 

Welcome Host 

Jessica Kaercher 

 

Coffee Hour Host 

Maggie George 

 

Music Director 

Ben April 

 

Choir 

Tina-Marie Bottini 

Michelle Braungard 

Kaaren Haushalter 

Marvin Helf 

Kevin Ingalls 

Pam Izzo 

Donna Leary 

Marissa Lombardo 

 

Sound Technician 

Mike York 

 

Video Technician 

Alex Huiest 

 

 

Copyright Licenses 

 

Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 

Music: George J. Elvey, arr. Joshua Evanovich 

© 2016 Hope Publishing Company 

Used by Permission: 

A-719501 One License 

 

In the Lord I’ll Ever Thankful 

Contributors: Jacques Berthier, Taizé Community 

Tune: © 1986, 1991, Les Presses de Taizé, GIA 

Publications, Inc., agent Text: © 1986, 1991, Les 

Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent 

Used by Permission: 

A-719501 One License 

 

Shepherd Me, O God 

Contributors: Marty Haugen 

A Giving Place 

Words: Joseph M. Martin 

Music: Heather Sorenson 

© 2024 Hal Leonard - Milwin Music 

Corp. and Hal Leonard 

Used by Permission: 

A-719501 One License 

 

You Are My King 

Words & Music: Dennis Jernigan, 

arr. By William S. Moon © 1991 

Shepherd’s Heart Music 

Used by Permission: CCLI 21149226 

 

The Irish Blessing 

Words: Traditional 

Music: Benjamin April 
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Tune: © 1986, GIA Publications, Inc. Text: Psalm 

23; adapt. by Marty Haugen; © 1986, GIA 

Publications, Inc. 

Used by Permission: 

A-719501 One License 

 

@ 2021 Benjamin April 

Used by Permission. Benjamin April 

 

 

In-Person Worship Guidelines - Even though you may be vaccinated, mask 

wearing continues to be encouraged to protect our vulnerable and 

medically compromised worshippers. We ask you to respect the 

distance and comfort levels of others. Reminder: If you are feeling 

under the weather, please remain home and participate in worship via 

Zoom 

 

ZOOM 

 

To join Sunday Worship via Zoom, use the link below: 

https://tinyurl.com/CRCCZoom 

Meeting ID: 688 088 7155 

 

By Phone: 1-646-558-8656 

 

 

 

 

Offerings and gifts to the church may be submitted online via PayPal 

(link found below or on our website), by mailed check, by direct bank 

payment or by placing them in the offering box. 

 

PayPal: 

https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=N67JS9D5MLMGS 

 

Website: 

www.communityreformedchurch.com 

 

Mailing Address: 

Community Reformed Church of Colonie 

701 Sand Creek Road 

Colonie, NY 12205 

 

 

November Special Offering Envelopes –  

 

https://tinyurl.com/CRCCZoom
https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=N67JS9D5MLMGS
http://www.communityreformedchurch.com/
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Prayer E-Chain 

 

Please email prayer requests to: 

 

Sandy Cornwell 

crccsandy@gmail.com 

 

and  

 

Karen Latta 

kmlatta@nycap.rr.com 

 

   

 

COMMUNITY REFORMED CHURCH OF COLONIE  

STAFF AND CONSISTORY 

 

STAFF E-MAIL ADDRESSES 

 

CONSISTORY 

Rev. Robert Hoffman, Interim Pastor 

rev.robert.hoffman@gmail.com 

 

Lori Coté 

Church Administrator & Bookkeeper 

crcclori@gmail.com 

 

Ben April,  

Director of Music Ministries 

benapril27@gmail.com 

 

Sarah Huiest,  

Youth Coordinator & 

Communication/Media Coordinator 

crccsarah@gmail.com 

 

Cameron Kaercher 

Technical Director 

camkaercher@gmail.com 

 

 

Elders 

 

Karl Coté, VP 

Ana Crosbourne 

Linda Murphy 

Melody York 

 

Deacons 

 

Kevin Bottini 

Marvin Helf 

Kevin Ingalls 

Jessica Kaercher 

 

mailto:crccsandy@gmail.com
mailto:kmlatta@nycap.rr.com
mailto:rev.robert.hoffman@gmail.com
mailto:crcclori@gmail.com
mailto:crccsarah@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/crccl/Dropbox/CRCC/Bulletins/Bulletin/Bulletin%202023/camkaercher@gmail.com
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701 Sand Creek Road, Colonie, NY  12205 

Telephone: 518-869-5589  

 

Website - www.communityreformedchurch.com 

Facebook - facebook.com/coloniereformed  

Twitter - @ColonieReformed 

 

http://www.communityreformedchurch/
http://facebook.com/coloniereformed

