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November 3, 2024 

Order of Service ~ 10:00 am 

 

 

 
 

Words of Welcome 
“It is the mission of the Community Reformed Church of Colonie to love 

the Lord our God with all our hearts, with all our souls and with all of our 

minds; and to love our neighbors as ourselves."  

(Matthew 22:37-40) 

 

We are a community bound together and energized by faith, love, and 

commitment to Jesus Christ.  And even though you may not yet share that 

faith, love, and commitment, you are most welcome to be with us, to belong 

here, to experience what we’re about.  Then, if you are attracted and 

persuaded by what you see and hear, we hope you’ll want to set down roots 

here long-term.  And even if you don’t, you’ll always be a friend.   

 

The Community Reformed Church of Colonie welcomes you, 

and thanks you for worshipping with us. 

 
 

 

PRAYER SHAWL –  

The prayer shawl out this morning is for Nancy Bacon.  

We' re asking everyone to come forward after worship to lay 

hands on the shawl and offer prayers for Nancy who will be 

having surgery in the near future. 
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Please join in the worship liturgy by reading the sections in bold italics. 

 - Please rise in body or in spirit 
 

THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 

 

INTROIT  “Come and Find the Quiet Center” 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

 

Let us acknowledge the company in which we meet: 

The church on earth and in heaven; 

The faithful who have worshiped you before us; 

The hundreds of thousands of every place and language who seek to 

set their lives within God’s renewing grace. 

 

As we think of God’s people - called and redeemed, wandering and fickle, 

forgiven and blessed - 

Let us find encouragement from our unity with all of God’s people. 

Let us worship the One in whom we live and move and have our being. 

Let us worship God With Us - then, now, and in all time to come. 

 

HYMN  “Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)” 
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RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

God of the ages, we praise you for all your servants who have done 

justice, loved mercy, and walked humbly with you, their God.  

For apostles and martyrs and saints of every time and place, who in life 

and death have witnessed to your truth. 

We praise you, O God. 
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For all your servants who have faithfully served you, witnessed bravely, 

and died in faith, who are still shining lights in the world. 

We praise you, O God. 

 

For those we have known and loved, for teachers and colleagues and 

friends, for parents and grandparents, husbands and wives, brothers and 

sisters, for all who by their faithful obedience and steadfast hope have 

shown the same mind that w 

as in Christ Jesus. 

We praise you, O God. 

 

Keep us grateful for their witness, and, like them, eager to follow in the 

way of Christ. Then, at last, bring us together to share in the inheritance 

of the saints of light. 

 Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, we pray. Amen. 

 

TAIZÉ MEDITATION  “Jesus Remember Me” 

 

Jesus, remember me 

when you come into your Kingdom. 

Jesus, remember me 

when you come into your Kingdom. 

 

COMBINED DEACON’S AND ELDER’S PRAYER 

 

O God hear us.  Hear our prayer. 

 

Elder: Gracious God, we pray for the faithful all over the world, that all 

who love you may be united in your service. We pray for your church... 

O God hear us.  Hear our prayer. 

 

Deacon: We pray for the peoples and leaders of the nations, that they 

may be reconciled one to another in pursuit of your justice and peace. We 

pray for your world… 

O God hear us.  Hear our prayer. 

 

Deacon: As citizens, we acknowledge the Spirit's work in human 

government for the welfare of all people, for justice among the poor, for 

mercy toward the prisoner, against all inhuman oppression of humanity. 

As we approach the voting polls this week, we seek your wisdom, 

guidance, blessing and understanding. 

O God hear us.  Hear our prayer. 
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Elder: We pray for all who suffer from prejudice, greed, or violence, that 

the heart of humanity may warm with your tenderness. We pray especially 

for all prisoners of politics or religion and for all refugees. We pray for all 

who are oppressed… 

O God hear us.  Hear our prayer. 

 

Deacon: We pray for all in need because of famine, flood, or earthquake, 

that they may know the hope of your faithfulness through the help of 

others. We pray for all victims of disaster… 

God hear us.  Hear our prayer. 

 

Elder: We pray for the land, the sea, the sky — for your whole creation, 

which longs for its redemption. We pray that we may live with respect for 

your creation and use your gifts with reverence. We pray for your 

creation… 

O God hear us.  Hear our prayer. 

 

Deacon: We pray for all who suffer the pain of sickness, loneliness, fear, 

or loss, that those whose names are in our hearts, in the hearts of others, 

or known to you alone, may receive strength and courage. We pray for all 

who are in need of your healing touch… 

O God hear us.  Hear our prayer. 

 

Elder: God of compassion, into your hands we commend all for whom we 

pray, trusting in your mercy now and forever.  

 

Amen. 

 

ANTHEM  “Hymn of Heaven” 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON   

 

John 11:17-44 

 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 

four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and 

many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about 

their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and 

met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you 

had been here, my brother would not have died. 
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But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask.” Jesus said 

to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he 

will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am 

the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they 

die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.  

Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are 

the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” When she 

had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her 

privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when she 

heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come 

to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. The 

Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up 

quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was 

going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was and 

saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been 

here, my brother would not have died.” 

 

When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also 

weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, 

“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.”  

Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some 

of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have 

kept this man from dying?” Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to 

the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said,  

“Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, 

“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four 

days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would 

see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked 

upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that 

you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd 

standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had 

said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man 

came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face 

wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

 

This is the Word of The Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

THE MORNING MESSAGE  “Do You Believe This?” 
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SHARING OF THE LIGHT  

 

Eternal God, your Word declares that the life laid down in faith will be 

raised and produce a great harvest. This we celebrate as we proclaim: 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

 

HYMN  “For All the Saints Who Showed Your Love” (Verses 1 and 2) 

 

 

 

RITUAL OF REMEMBRANCE 

 

These lives, like seeds, dropped to the ground, yet their witness has 

borne fruit for us and our lives which enables us to say: 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

 

We thank you for these lives that have blessed ours in so many ways. We 

thank you for the memories we have of our lives together. Because of 

them we are able to believe: 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

 

We pray for your church throughout the world, for our congregation and 

its ministries, and the work to which you call us together that in 

everything we may joyfully reveal: 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

 



8 

 

We surrender to your will for ourselves and all that you count important. 

For we cannot expect to gather the kingdom’s harvest if we do not sow 

the kingdom’s seed. In us and through us may your Spirit announce: 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

 

In the confidence of that promise, and as our Savior has taught us, we are 

bold to pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for yours is 

the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

 

HYMN “For All the Saints Who Showed Your Love” (Verses 3 and 4) 

 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION 
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THE IRISH BLESSING 

 

May the road rise to meet you, 

May the wind be ever at your back, 

May the sun shine warm upon your face, 

And the rains fall soft upon your fields. 

And until we meet again, and until we meet again, 

May the God who loves us all  

Hold you in the palm of His hand.  

Amen. 

 

POSTLUDE  “My Sheperd Will Supply My Need” 

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP TEAM 

 

 

Minister of Word  

Rev. Robert Hoffman 

 

Elder of the Day 

Ana Crosbourne 

 

Deacon of the Day 

Kevin Ingalls 

 

Liturgist 

Melody York 

 

Sound Technician 

Mike York 

 

Video Technician 

Cameron Kaercher 

 

 

 

 

 

Director of Music Ministries 

Benjamin April 

 

Choir  

Tina-Marie Bottini 

Michelle Braungard 

Kaaren Haushalter 

Marvin Helf 

Kevin Ingalls 

Pam Izzo 

Donna Leary 

Marissa Lombardo 

 

Welcome Host 

Lori Coté 

 

Coffee Hour Host 

Debbie Helf 
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COPYRIGHT LICENSES 

 
 

Hymn of Promise 

Music: Natalie Sleeth, arr. John Carter © 

1986 and this arr. © 1995 Hope 

Publishing Company 

Used by Permission: A-719501 One License 

 

Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone) 

Words & Music: Adam M.L. Tice & Sally Ann Morris, 

harmonized by Benjamin April © 2009 GIA 

Publications 

Used by Permission: 

A-719501 One License 

 

Jesus Remember Me 

Contributors: Jacques Berthier, Taizé 

Tune: Jaques Berthier, © 1981, Les Presses de 

Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent Text: © 1981, 

Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent 

Used by Permission. 

A-719501 One License 

 

Hymn of Heaven 

Words & Music: Phil Wickham, Chris Davenport, 

Brian Johnson, and Bill Johnson, arr. John Bolin 

© 2021 Phil Wickham Music/Simply Global 

Sings/Bethel Music Publishing/Songs for 

TIM/CDavs Music 

Used by Permission: CCLI 21149226 

 

For all the Saints Who Showed Your Love 

Traditional English Melody 

Words: John L. Bell © 1989, 1996 WGRG, the 

Iona Community 

Used by Permission: CCLI 21149226 

 

The Irish Blessing 

Words: Traditional 

Music: Benjamin April 

@ 2021 Benjamin April 

Used by Permission. Benjamin April 

 

 

 

 

In-Person Worship Guidelines - Even though you may be vaccinated, mask 

wearing continues to be encouraged to protect our vulnerable and 

medically compromised worshippers. We ask you to respect the distance 

and comfort levels of others. Reminder: If you are feeling under the 

weather, please remain home and participate in worship via Zoom 

 

 

ZOOM 

 

To join Sunday Worship via Zoom, use the link below: 

https://tinyurl.com/CRCCZoom 

Meeting ID: 688 088 7155 

 

By Phone: 1-646-558-8656 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://tinyurl.com/CRCCZoom
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Offerings and gifts to the church may be submitted online via 

PayPal (link found below or on our website), by mailed check, by 

direct bank payment or by placing them in the offering box. 

 

PayPal: 

https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=N67JS9D5MLMGS 

 

Website: 

www.communityreformedchurch.com 

 

Mailing Address: 

Community Reformed Church of Colonie 

701 Sand Creek Road 

Colonie, NY 12205 

 

 

 

November Special Offering Envelopes –  

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer E-Chain 

 

Please email prayer requests to: 

 

Sandy Cornwell 

crccsandy@gmail.com 

Karen Latta 

kmlatta@nycap.rr.com 

 

  

 

 

https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=N67JS9D5MLMGS
http://www.communityreformedchurch.com/
mailto:crccsandy@gmail.com
mailto:kmlatta@nycap.rr.com
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COMMUNITY REFORMED CHURCH OF COLONIE  

 

STAFF AND CONSISTORY 

 

STAFF E-MAIL ADDRESSES 

 

CONSISTORY 

Rev. Robert Hoffman, Interim Pastor 

rev.robert.hoffman@gmail.com 

 

Lori Coté 

Church Administrator & Bookkeeper 

crcclori@gmail.com 

 

Ben April,  

Director of Music Ministries 

benapril27@gmail.com 

 

Sarah Huiest,  

Youth Coordinator & 

Communication/Media Coordinator 

crccsarah@gmail.com 

 

Cameron Kaercher 

Technical Director 

camkaercher@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Elders 

 

Karl Coté, VP 

Ana Crosbourne 

Linda Murphy 

Melody York 

 

Deacons 

 

Kevin Bottini 

Marvin Helf 

Kevin Ingalls 

Jessica Kaercher 

 

 

 

701 Sand Creek Road, Colonie, NY  12205 

Telephone: 518-869-5589  

 

Website - www.communityreformedchurch.com 

Facebook: @ColonieReformed 

Instagram: colonie_reformed 

X (formerly Twitter): @ColonieReformed 

 

 

mailto:rev.robert.hoffman@gmail.com
mailto:crcclori@gmail.com
mailto:crccsarah@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/crccl/Dropbox/CRCC/Bulletins/Bulletin/Bulletin%202023/camkaercher@gmail.com
http://www.communityreformedchurch/

