_INTERNATIONAL
CIVIL RIGHTS CENTER & MUSEUM

Aug. 22, 2026

A RESOLUTION IN GRATEFUL MEMORY AND HONOR OF
DR. EDWARD BERNARD FORT
Previously, Secretary/Treasurer, Board of Directors, Sit-In Movement, Inc.

Presented by the International Civil Rights Center & Museum

WHEREAS, Dr. Edward Bernard Fort, born on April 14, 1932, in Detroit, Mich,, to
the Rev. Edward Clark Fort and Inez Corinne Baker Fort, he was reared within a
household that instilled in him a reverence for faith, an ethic of disciplined labor, and an
abiding sense of purpose that would guide the whole of his distinguished life; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Fort pursued his undergraduate and graduate studies at Wayne
State University and earned the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in Educational
Administration from the University of California, Berkeley, thereby laying the scholarly
foundation for a career devoted to the stewardship and advancement of educational
institutions; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Fort's professional ascent — as a public-school superintendent in
the states of Michigan and California, and thereafter as Chancellor of the University of
Wisconsin Colleges — evidenced a rare and sustained capacity for institutional leadership,
and prepared him for a pivotal calling that would define his legacy, namely his 1981
appointment to lead N.C. Agricultural and Technical State University; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Fort served as the eighth Chancellor of N.C. A&T from 1981 to
1999, and thereafter as Chancellor Emeritus and Professor of Leadership Studies and
Adult Education until 2023, thereby devoting 42 years of continuous service to a single
institution and to the generations of students who passed through its halls under his
stewardship; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Fort presided over the university whose students — David
Richmond, Franklin McCain, Joseph McNeil, and Ezell Blair Jr. (later known as Jibreel
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Khazan) — on February 1, 1960, had seated themselves at the F. W. Woolworth's
lunch counter in this city and, through quiet courage, gave voice to the dignity and
equality of all people, thereby igniting a movement that spread across this nation and gave
rise, in time, to this Museum; and whose non-violent legacy Dr. Fort carried forward with
fidelity and distinction throughout his tenure as steward of their alma mater; and

WHEREAS, the whole of Dr. Fort's life and vocation embodied the very principles
this Museum exists to preserve and to teach that education is itself a form of liberation,
that institutions must be built with a permanence that outlasts the hands that construct
them, and that the advancement of civil and human rights is carried forward across
generations through the sustained labor of committed leaders and well-informed
followers; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Fort joined the Board of Directors of Sit-In Movement, Inc., in 2003
as Secretary/Treasurer, transitioning from a long-trusted advisor to a formally seated
officer of the Board, and in that capacity rendered indispensable service in advancing the
vision that would culminate in the opening of the International Civil Rights Center &
Museum on the 50th Anniversary of the1960 initiation of the region-wide Sit-In
Movement: and

WHEREAS, Dr. Fort served with distinction on a variety of Board committees and
subcommittees, where his counsel elevated the rigor of the Museum's scholarship in civil
and human rights and helped ensure that its educational curriculum and pedagogical
framework would be built to withstand the test of time; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Fort lent his considerable stature and national reputation to the
Museum'’s fundraising efforts, thereby helping to secure not only vital financial support
but also the engagement of additional scholarly and institutional partners in furtherance of
the Museum'’s mission; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Fort served as a member of the Museum's expansion and
acquisitions team, contributing his strategic counsel toward the acquisition of the
surrounding Greensboro city block in support of the Museum's National Historic
Landmark designation and its aspirations toward eventual UNESCO World Heritage
recognition;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the International Civil Rights Center &
Museum, its Board of Directors, staff, and volunteers, do hereby honor the memory and
celebrate the life of Dr. Edward Bernard Fort, and express profound and enduring
gratitude for his decades of distinguished service to N.C. A&T State University, to the City
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of Greensboro, and to the broader cause of educational and civil rights progress in
the United States; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Museum, situated only blocks from the
campus he so ably led and standing as custodian of the very counter where the movement
he championed began, hereby pledges to continue teaching the history and the future
vision he labored to protect and advance, so that his contributions and his legacy — and
that of the institution he so faithfully served — shall endure for generations yet to come;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution be inscribed upon the
official records of the International Civil Rights Center & Museum, in enduring testament
to his service, and be presented to the family of Dr. Edward Bernard Fort as a lasting token
of our deepest respect, admiration, and shared sorrow at his passing.

Adopted on this 22nd day of August 2026, on behalf of the International Civil Rights
Center & Museum, Greensboro, N.C.

Melvin };{ Alston Earl F. Jones
Co-Fourder, Sit-In Movement, Inc. . Co-Founder, Slt-In Movement, Inc.




