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We, as individuals and as a congregation 
empowered by the Holy Spirit, strive to  

serve God by walking with Christ by 
reaching the individual, touching the  
community, and serving the world. 

 
John Wesley 
United Methodist Church 
1927 West Kemper Road 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45240-1421 
Phone: (513) 825-0733 
Fax: (513) 825-8090 
Website: www.johnwesleychurch.com 
E-mail address: info@jwumc.com 

 
 

Worship Services:  10:00 AM 
Sunday School: Children—during service 
Adults—various times 

 
 

Pastor Kalamba Kilumba 
revkalamba@jwumc.com 

 
Certified Lay Minister  Dave Conaway 
dave@jwumc.com 

 
Media Coordinator   Barb Wetzel 
 
Music Director 
Joanna Duhaime 
jiduhaime@gmail.com 

 

Organist Sam Melson 

 
E.L.C. Admin.  Melissa Fille 
JWELC@jwumc.com 

 

Messenger Issn. 383367-183 

June 29, 2026 

Published Monthly by John Wesley UMC 

Issue #321 

 

Newsletter articles and photos due 
by 12:00 noon on the 23rd of the 
month:  messenger@jwumc.com. 

M E S S E N G E R 
THE JOHN WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

MISSION 

SUNDAY MORNINGS 

July 2026 

 

 

STAFF 

Did You Know? 
This Ministry of Love and Care Is 
Assisting Our Neighbors During a 

Moment of Challenging Time 
 
 

Did you know that John 
Wesley UMC and Forest 
Chapel UMC are working 
together in ministry to serve 
refugee families from Africa 
who have recently resettled 
in our community? 
Through this partnership, 
lives are being touched in 
meaningful ways as we 
share Christ's love through 

acts of compassion, hospitality, and service during a challenging 
season of transition and adjustment. 
 
One important ministry 
taking place at Forest 
Chapel UMC is the teaching 
of English as a Second 
Language (ESL) to African 
refugees. Sue Conaway 
from John Wesley UMC 
faithfully serves as a 
teacher, helping students 
develop language skills that 
empower them to communicate, find employment opportunities, 
navigate daily life, and build confidence in their new community. 
Her dedication is making a lasting difference in the lives of many 
families. 
 

http://www.johnwesleychurch.com
mailto:info@jwumc.com
mailto:kkilumba@jwumc.com
mailto:dave@jwumc.com
mailto:jiduhaime@gmail.com
mailto:JWELC@jwumc.com
mailto:messenger@jwumc.com
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In addition, the John Wesley Wizards team, headed by Mark, 
affectionately referred to as “Saint Mark” by Rev. Kiboko of Forest 
Chapel, regularly delivers bread and other much-needed items to 
refugee families connected with the ministry. Through their faithful 
service, families receive not only 
food but also encouragement, 

friendship, and a reminder that they are not alone.  
 
The partnership between the two churches also extends to 
housing assistance. John Wesley UMC and Forest Chapel 
UMC are working together to help refugee families maintain 
stable housing by contributing toward their monthly rent 
payments. This support provides much-needed relief and 
security as families establish themselves in a new country 
and work toward self-sufficiency. 

 
Another wonderful expression of care comes from the 
Needle Group, whose members lovingly create warm 
winter hats and scarves. These handmade gifts provide 
comfort and protection during the cold winter months 
while reminding recipients that they are welcomed, 
valued, and cared for by the church community. 
Together, these ministries demonstrate what it means to 
be the hands and feet of Christ. Through teaching, sharing 
resources, housing assistance, and practical support, 

members of John Wesley UMC and Forest Chapel UMC are helping our new neighbors from 
Africa experience hope, friendship, dignity, and belonging. 
 
This partnership is a beautiful example of Christian love in action. We give thanks for Sue 
Conaway, the John Wesley Wizards led by “Saint Mark,” the dedicated members of the Needle 
Group, and all the volunteers and donors who make this ministry possible. May God continue to 
bless this shared mission as we serve our neighbors with compassion, generosity, and grace. 
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You just had to have experienced it! 

 

 

What do you get when you put almost 50 excited children 

and almost 50 volunteers together for a week of fun?  You 

get Snowball Mountain VBS 2026. 

 

This magical  week would not have been possible without 

those who donated food for snacks, items to use to 

decorate including those milk jugs for the igloo's assembly, and, of course, those who planned 

and helped with all the areas of VBS.   Saying a BIG THANK YOU just doesn't seem like 

enough for making the week possible.   This article needed to be submitted on VBS day 2 so 

here are just a few of the happenings from those days. 

 

The first craft enjoyed by all ages was to paint a prepared snow scene using a palette of 

watercolors.   One boy knew how to mix colors to make brown and taught what he knew to the 

rest of his crew.    During snack time mixed fruit cups were enjoyed by all of the kids.   Each 

cup contained a little sign of some gifts that they could use to help others like kindness, 

teaching, leadership, sharing, etc.  One 9 year old was excited about the leadership sign and 

went into great lengths discussing the topic and amazing his crew leader.    A funny moment in 

recreation was when the kids were handed a small adult plastic Jesus frozen in a large  ice 

cube and they needed to thaw him out.  (Of course they were allowed to keep him,)   In 

Preschool Science each child was given a thin dehydrated sponge and using a pipette 

placed  drops of water on it.   To their amazement they watched it grow.   I wish you could 

have seen the intensity of concentration of our youngest participants while adding the 

droplets.   

 

Thank you for making a difference not only in the lives of the children but also in the lives 

of  the adults who experienced VBS with them. 

 

August's newsletter will contain more stories about VBS moments.  Stay tuned! 
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JAVA CAFE NEWS 

Thank you to our June Baristas: 

Sue and Dave Conaway, and Nancy and Andy Shreve.   

 

Our July Baristas are: Dar Cook, Ellen Fisher, Linda Osterhaus, and 
Kathy Smith.  Thank you Ladies. 

 

Every Sunday morning from 9:00-9:50 we serve excellent coffee with a variety 
of  flavored creamers, wonderful hot chocolate blended to perfection, variety of  
teas, and water for those who are thirsty. 

 

Stop in the Cafe and join us for some fellowship before the 10:00 service. 



5 

Devotions Along the Way  

By Gary Ward   

GOD IS LOVE 
I SAW A FLOWER BLOOMING – AND I REALIZED GOD’S LOVE 

IS LIKE THE SEED OF NATURE – ONLY PLANTED FROM ABOVE. 

WE SELDOM SEE THE SOWER AS INTO THE SOIL IS SOWN 

A SEED OF GREAT POTENTIAL, EVER FAITHFUL TO ITS OWN. 

THE SOIL IF HARD AND BARREN WILL NOT ACCEPT THE SEED 

OR GIVE IT ROOM TO GROW TOWARD SUN AND THUS TO SET IT FREE. 

BUT OH, THE BEAUTY OF THE BLOOM WHEN SOIL AND RAIN AND CARE 

ALLOW THE SEED TO TAKE ITS COURSE FOR ALL THE WORLD TO SHARE. 

FOR GOD IS LOVE   

AND WE ARE FRUIT UPON GOD’S VINE. 

GOD IS LOVE  

WE GROW IN GRACE, AND SO IN TIME 

THE WORLD WILL SEE GOD’S MAJESTY  

IN THE FLOWER OF YOUR LIFE – AND MINE. 
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SCHOOL SUPPLIES 

FOR S.O.U.L. PANTRY 

DEADLINE: JULY 5 

 
We know that school just got out but it’s already time to start collection school supplies for S.O.U.L.  
School calendars keep starting earlier!! 

 

We will collect any and all school supplies but the list below are the ones most needed.  Please place 
school supplies in the grocery cart in Dunlap Hall.  We would like a nice supply for the pantry 
shelves by July 5.  We will continue collecting after that so later shoppers will find a supply.  Anyone 
with children knows that the lists of  school supplies reuired of  elementary and high schools 
students are lengthy and expensive—a real problem for folks on a tight budget.  Your donations 
can make a huge difference for some of  our neighbors. 

 

Book bags—small or large         White board markers (low odor if 

Erasers—large             possible) 

Glue sticks—large or small        Reams of  copy paper 

Highlighters—any color         Fiskars scissors (blunt & pointed) 

Colored pencils (12 pack preferred)      3” x 5” index cards 

Pencil case (plastic type to put in 3-ring     Crayons—packs of  24 or larger 

 binder preferred)          Composition books 

Pocket folders (with prongs ONLY)      Colored markers 

Ruled notebook paper—wide & college     Small pencil sharpeners with case 

 ruled             Compasses and protractors 

3-ring binders (1” or larger        Small calculators 

Pencils and/or pens 

 

We do not need spiral notebooks this year. We already have a supply 
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SOUL PANTRY NEWS 

FOR JULY 

Thank you for your monetary 
contributions to SOUL Pantry in 
June.  The money collected will be 
used for Double Days 
at Meijer Stores.   

The month of  July we 
will be collecting Bar 
Soap and Hand soap 
for our SOUL clients.  

 

Thank you again for your much 
appreciated donations.   

 

SHARING OUR BLESSINGS 

IN JULY 
 

 

Kids and Teens:   This summer, started in June and going to July 15, Living Water is 
hosting a wonderful summer program for neighborhood children and teens from 12:00 – 
4:00, Monday to Thursday. After a nutritious lunch, the kids are kept busy in a safe, 
Christian environment with various educational and enrichment programs plus lots of 
fun activities, guest speakers, field day, etc. A favorite involves cooling off with outdoor 
water activities. Teens may participate in activities such as sports camps, and technology 
classes, including 3D printing.   
Adults: Their Neighborhood Resource Center helps residents find accurate information on a 
variety of topics such as: getting medical care, housing, legal issues, etc. 
 
Three Ways to Help 

 1. On Communion Sunday, place your donation (cash or check) in one of the baskets on a 
front pew. 

 2. Any Sunday in July, place your donations in the offering plate. Put “Sharing/Living Water” 
on the memo line of a check or cash in an envelope marked the same way.  

 3. You can also send a check to the church marked the same way. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing generosity to this wonderful ministry! 
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 Buying tires for my car, paying interest on a house payment, 
buying insurance for a trip….None of those purchases are what 
you’d call fun expenditures; and other than the tires, they aren’t 
things that we can actually see and really enjoy.  That’s where 
utility bills pretty much fall.  We appreciate having clean water to 
drink and wash with, bathrooms that function well, lights that 
turn on, and phones so that people can reach us—but who can 
say paying for any of that is fun? 

 Here in our building, the same thing is true.  It’s way more 
fun to see the results of giving for VBS, the beauty of new mulch 

and flowers in our gardens around the building, or the lovely sounds of a new piano than any 
of the utilities we pay for.  However, they’re just as necessary as the “fun” things we have 
around us. 

 Just for your information, this month we’re rejoicing that the payment plan we’ve been 
working on for the past two years to cover the Duke billing errors in 2024 is all paid off.  Our 
gas and electric costs will be less over the remaining months of the year, down from the 
average of $5901 we’ve paid per month since January (of which $982 covered the past billing 
periods).  Our phone bill has averaged $521 a month, and water and sewage has been around 
$252. 

 Having shared all of that, be reminded that even though utilities are some of those not-so-
fun costs, they still do add up.  We appreciate your willingness to monitor things to help us 
keep those costs as low as possible by returning AC to previous levels if you turn it way down, 
turning off room heaters if you’ve turned them on to stay warm, never leaving water running 
in the bathrooms, and always turning off the lights in places where you’ve needed them to 
see while you were in that space. 

United Women in Faith and Mission Team. 
 
We would like to thank everyone that was able to donate 
to Hope's Closet for Foster families.  We are sure you 
have helped make it easier for families that have foster 
children.  Here is a list of all of the contributions. 
 
   3 books      3 bras    

 2 baby lotions 
   2 baby shampoos   1 coat     2 pkgs. diapers 
   12  gloves, scarfs, hats  1 jacket    3 infant outfits 
   24 pants      10 pajamas   43 tops 
   2 robes      21 pairs of shoes  52 pairs of socks  
   1 Squishmallow    4 sweaters   44 sweatshirts 
   54 underwear     1 Uno game   2  pkg. wipes  
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JWUMC Needs Your Help 
 
JWUMC has been blessed by the long-term service of Marilyn Shultz as Treasurer and Tavane 
Cammarn as Recording Secretary.  We hope they will continue to fill those roles for years to come 
as their expertise will truly be hard to replace.  
 
Businesses always try to have a contingency plan for the unexpected.  With the untimely passing 
of Christie Riggsby in December, we were reminded of the challenges of replacing a servant with 
unique expertise.  What would we do if either Marilyn or Tavane needed to take an extended 
break from their roles?  
 
WHAT IS NEEDED:  Hopefully, two individuals will step forward to be our contingency plan.  
Marilyn and Tavane would each introduce one individual to the mechanics of their respective job 
- many of the steps required for the jobs are written down.  The thinking is that by creating a 
level of familiarity with the role, an individual could step in and help us get thru during an 
emergency.   
 
To be clear, this request is for blocks of your time to create familiarity when it can be 
conveniently scheduled.  It is asking you to step in when, if ever, needed.  It is NOT a 
commitment that you would become full-time in that role if a need arose.  
 
Computer Skills Needed: 

Marilyn’s primary computer program is QuickBooks, so familiarity with that software would 
be very helpful.  

Tavane’s focus is primarily on data entry and spreadsheets in Microsoft Excel.    
 
If you are interested in helping with either of these two roles, please talk to Marilyn, Tavane or 
Bruce Hayes, Finance Chair. 
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News from Creative Needles 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Barb Wetzel crocheted a darling book for her little great grandson, Camden. It 
features such cute little sea animals for her grandson to enjoy and learn by name.  
Each animal was crocheted and then attached to the book.  It has drawstrings to tie 
and close the book when it is not in use.  There are many hours of work in this little 
book, but most of all it contains a lot of Grandma’s love. 
 

 
 
 
Deb Mato used a loom to make this beautiful hat and 
scarf for her daughter, Erin.  Deb has many talents.  
She is often seen wearing her magnifier to work on 
embroidering pictures for her home. 
Our group is now meeting in the Library every 
Tuesday from 9:30-11:30.  Then we go out to lunch at 
one of many of our favorite restaurants.  Please feel 
free to join us any Tuesday.  All are welcome. 
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There have been occasions when our Stephen Leaders have been approached by those who want 

a Stephen Minister for a friend or family member, and that is certainly OK.   But it’s Important to 

understand; only that individual can choose to receive the help of a Stephen Minister.  Stephen 

Ministers are trained to work one-to-one with individuals who both recognize their need and 

agree to meet with a Stephen Minister, usually once per week for about an hour.  Sometimes the 

person asking on behalf of another is so worried and filled with stress that they could benefit 

from having a Stephen Minister with whom to talk and pray! They need only to ask.  

On other occasions, we’ve listened to the stories of individuals whose needs are heartbreaking, 

but are clearly beyond the scope and training of a Stephen Minister.  Most often these needs 

involve significant emotional or psychological issues and/or severe addictions, for whom 

professional care would be indicated first.     

Stephen Ministers are equipped to provide high-quality, one-to-one Christian care to individuals, 

18 or older, facing a variety of crises or life challenges – people who are experiencing losses 

related to grief, divorce, cancer, financial difficulties, hospitalization, chronic illness, loss of a job, 

aging, a spiritual crisis, or other life struggles. 

If that sounds like you or someone you know, please contact the Church office at 513-825-0733 to 

be put in touch with a Stephen Leader for more information.   
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The 9:00 Sunday school class has 
converted half of  Wesley Hall into two 
pickleball courts.  We have three times 
reserved weekly for those of you in our 
congregation who would like to join 
us.  We're set up for Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 4:00-6:00 and Saturdays 
from 10:00 to noon.  You need to enter by 
the back Wesley Hall door, and ring the 
door bell if you do not have a fob.  Contact 
LuAnne Gerard if you have questions. 

 

Matthew 25 Ministries Saturday Volunteer Opportunity 

 

 

A big THANK YOU to everyone who has volunteered so far in 2026! There are people in this 
country and all over the world that benefit from your efforts. We have been notified by M25M 
that they will be closed on two Saturdays in June and so we needed to change our scheduled 
date. So here is an updated list of volunteer dates for 2026: 

 

 · No dates for July and August 2026 

 · Saturday September 19 

 · Saturday October 17 

 · Saturday November 21 

 · No date in December 2026  

This is open to anyone in the congregation along with friends and family. We work from 11:00 
AM to 1:00 PM. We always ask for sit down work. We will meet in Matthew 25 Ministries, 
either in the lobby or the work area. For your GPS the address is “11060 Kenwood Road, 
Cincinnati, OH 45242”. If you are interested in volunteering, or have any questions, please 
contact Larissa Waldorf at email: waldorflarissa@gmail.com (home) or call/text my cell phone 
513-488-9169.  

mailto:waldorflarissa@gmail.com
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SHORT STORIES FROM JW’S HOUSE 

 
Hi, this is Bobby Woodward with another personal family story.  As we observe America 250 this 
month of July, I hope that my ancestors’ Methodism stories on the frontier have been both 
educational and inspirational.  The sections in quotes are from my Great-Great-Grandad, Reverend 
Charles Anthony Tower.   
 
 
“At the 1897 annual conference, I passed my course of study, was ordained, and also called out for 
the Linden Circuit with the parsonage in Douglassville, Texas.  When I was born, as is well known 
by history, the civil war was in the making.  I was less than four when the war broke out with all 
able-bodied men leaving the country to fight in the war.  I was less than 8 when the war ended and 
was living in a devastated land where everything was ‘Gone with the Wind’.  A few sick men 
returned to their wrecked homes while the South was under Federal rule until the end of 1875.  As I 
was in my 18th year, free [public] school had never been heard of, no rail, no good roads, no motor 
engines, no telephone, no mail system, and not a good dollar [no value] in the states of Louisiana 
and Texas.  Out of this seething pot of political corruption and slavery, emerged a boy to join with 
others to go into all the world to preach the Gospel and to build the Kingdom of God on Earth.   
 
In this biography, my purpose from the beginning was to note down some things concerning my 
early life for my children and descendants, as there is no one still living who knows anything of my 
background and surroundings that made me and brought me to a measure of success in life.  I have 
little to say about policies, but I must weave some of this horrible stuff [Civil War and 
Reconstruction of the South until 1876] into the story of my life so the reader can get a dim vision, 
at least, of mystery of the making of a man in the midst of this moral confusion, and political 
corruption.  I am myself amazed at the outcome in my life.  [It is hoped] that the foregoing might be 
an inspiration to some young boy or girl when they see the handicap of a boy whose start was in 
this most disturbed [period of US] history.” 
 
 
[Bobby Notes: My Great Grandmother, Lizzie Tower married Henry Hunt on July 27, 1898 and 
settled in the Douglassville area of Texas.  They and many of their descendants are laid to rest in the 
Douglassville Cemetery including my maternal Grandparents as well as both of my parents, Jim and 
Helen Woodward.  My Dad, Rev. James Robert Woodward, has the Methodist Circuit Rider 
emblem on his tombstone in the Douglassville Cemetery.  This is something the UMC Louisiana 
Conference began providing some years ago.] 



14 

Recurring Monthly Meetings 

Boy Scouts - Every Monday @ 7:00 PM - Youth Rooms 
Missions - First Monday @ 1:30 PM -  Rm. 8 

C3* - First Monday @ 7:00 PM - Rm. 9 

Creative Needles - Every Tuesday @ 9:30 AM—Library 
Finance - First Tuesday @ 7:00 PM - Rm. 9 

UWF - First Wednesday @ 10:00 AM - Rm. 9 

Handbells Practice - Every Wednesday @ 6:30 PM - Rm 7 

Choir Practice - Every Wednesday @ 7:30 PM - Sanctuary 

JW Mens Group - First Saturday @ 8:00 AM -  Rm. 9 

Wednesday Wizards Fix-It Group - Every Wednesday @10AM  
Stephen Ministry - 2nd and 3rd Sundays @ 6:30 PM Rms. 11/12 

Staff/Parish Team - Second Tuesday @ 7:00 PM - Rm. 8 

Trustees* - Second Thursday @ 6:30 PM - Room 8 

Church Council - Third Tuesday @ 7:30 PM - Rm. 8 

Hospitality* - Fourth Tuesday @ 7:00 PM - Rm. 8 
Pickleball - Tuesdays & Thursdays @ 4:00 PM & Saturdays @ 
10:00 AM - Gym 
ELC Board - Second Monday @ 7:00 PM - Rm.9 

Shirts & Skirts—Second and Fourth Saturday @6-10—Gym 

TOPS—Saturday at 10:00 AM—Rm 8 

 
*Meetings Vary - Check with Teams Leaders or Church Office 

Questions? See contact information below 

What’s Up This Month? 

 

Pastor’s Bible Study—Rm. 12 

Thursdays @ 7:00 PM 
Contact Kalamba Kilumba  

 

 

Room Use and Calendar Update - If you have any questions about meetings, scheduling, or room use, please 
always direct them to Tavane Cammarn, Tavane@jwumc.com, 513-633-6655. Keep in mind that all of our 
classrooms and meeting spaces are used by a variety of people throughout the week. No one group "owns" a 
certain room or meeting space so we all need to remember be kind and gracious as we work together to go 
about the business of being the hands and feet of Jesus. 

 

To Send A Prayer To The Prayer Chain - Please ALWAYS only send prayer 

requests to: prayerchain@jwumc.com After receiving a request, remember if you 

want to send the person a personal message, you need to put their email address 

in the TO section of the email.  If you do not change the email address, your 

message is sent back to the church office.   

mailto:prayerchain@jwumc.com
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Birthdays 

3   Lorraine Harmon 

4  Fred Wetzel 

10  Lindsey Mason, Paul Mato  

11   Sally Wessendorf, Matt Starr 

13  Jim McCann, Sam Shreve 

15  Karen Henebry 

16  Joni Tabor, Andrew Denterlein, Nick Riggsby 

21  Paris Lewis 

23  Harold Kraus 

25  Sue Liles, Mary Houlihan 

26  Steve Cammarn 

28  Carol Kosarko 

29  Tim Schmidt, Gladys Agyeman 

 

Anniversaries 

1  Steve & Marilyn Wagner 

20  Jack & Donna Hatfield 

26  Chris & Judy Fouse 

27  Dave & Kathy Smith 

28  Paul & Debbie Mato 

29  Ross & Erin Shaw 


