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God Is Our Peace Giver
/

J /)_ ,w]é‘/ Life is often challenging, but we can
' )}b ~ always find solace in God's unwavering
rom e 0

¢ ya goodness.

Many of us long for a bit of "peace and quiet." With everything
happening in the world today, we can wholeheartedly echo that
sentiment. However, | want to take a moment to reflect on the

n n
SUNDAY MORNINGS true essence of "peace.

We sometimes mistakenly believe that peace is merely the
absence of conflict. Yet, we overlook that Jesus came into a world
rife with political and moral turmoil. Despite this, He is the Prince

STAFF of Peace, then and now.

As Jesus traveled the dusty roads with His disciples, His presence
brought peace to every situation He encountered.

Political and religious leaders often struggled with peace because
Jesus restored hope and dignity to the downtrodden and
forgotten. This threatened the religious leaders' control over the
people.

Jesus knew that a day would come when He would leave this
world, entrusting His mission to His disciples. He offered them
comforting words, which still resonate with us today:

John 14:27 (NKJV) - "Peace | leave with you, My peace | give to
you; not as the world gives do | give to you. Let not your heart be
troubled, neither let it be afraid."

Worldly peace is fleeting, influenced by our surroundings, but the
peace from the Lord comes from within, nourished by His
presence.

Consider this beautiful story that illustrates Christ's peace:

Two painters were tasked with creating a picture of peace. The
first depicted a tranquil evening by a calm lake, surrounded by
trees and meadows with cattle grazing peacefully, a cottage in the
foreground, and a setting sun—everything signifying perfect rest.
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The second painter portrayed a wild, stormy scene with heavy black clouds and a roaring
waterfall. Amidst the chaos, a small bird nestled safely in a rock cleft, singing joyfully. This
second image captures the peace that surpasses all understanding—the peace of the Lord
Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God in the heart of the redeemed. True peace with oneself comes
from peace with God.

Remember, the circumstances around you should not dictate your peace. HE is our peace!

Blessings in Christ,

Pastor Kalamba

/
cace
| leave with you;
My
c€ace

| give to you.

John 14:27, NRSV

Call to Prayer — “Pray without Ceasing”

Dear Parishioners, We invite you to join us in prayer

every Tuesday at 8 AM. Let us come together as a
community to seek God's guidance, strength, and
peace. Your presence and prayers are powerful.
Together, we can make a difference.

(1 Thessalonians 5:17)

In Christ's Love, Pastor




2024 West Ohio Annual Conference

The 2024 West Ohio Annual Conference was held at Capital University in Bexley, Ohio,
from May 29 - June 1. We experienced the conference theme, “God is Able” even before
the first worship service. There was a slight snafu with our hotel reservations and we had
to change hotels. As Dave and | entered the hotel where Pastor Kalamba was staying,
Dave said this brief prayer: Dear Lord, please have two rooms available. And, we were
both able to get a room at that hotel which made it easy for us to carpool to Capital
University each day. Indeed, God is Able.

After moving our things into the hotel, we headed into Bexley for the opening worship
service. Upon entering our new venue at Capital University, we found a very different set-
up than what we were used to at Hoover Auditorium at Lakeside. Instead of auditorium
seating, we sat in folding chairs at round tables. It was a pleasant arrangement for the
meetings; however, the plastic folding chairs were not going to work for my back pain.
That’s when | met my own angel, Sheila, who again showed that “God is Able.” |
immediately went to an usher and explained my situation. | asked if there were any
supportive chairs in the building. And, lo and behold, within minutes she had provided me
with a chair that would support my back (with my extra cushions). And not only that, she
placed a sign saying “Reserved for Kimberly H.” on the chair to ensure | would get it each
day. Again, Godis Able.

Thursday morning, we started the day with the Missional Worship Service. At this time,
they announced that 271 Home Care Kits were donated by the entire conference, 54 of
which came from the Great Miami River District (our district). John Wesley UMC donated
seven of the 54 Home Care Kits.

There were six planned pieces of legislation to be addressed during the business
sessions. All six were adopted. Recommendation #1 referred to changes to structure,
procedure, and rules. Recommendation #2 was the 2025 budget. This budget slightly
reduced our apportionments for next year. Recommendation #3 was from the Board of
Pension and Health and Recommendation #4 was from the Commission on Equitable
Compensation.

Recommendation #5 regarded Regionalization which came about due to decisions made
at General Conference. It encourages all WOC boards, committees, ministry teams and
the General Conference delegation to provide educational opportunities throughout the
conference so we are fully informed and prepared to vote on the constitutional
amendments that will be presented at the 2025 Annual Conference. Recommendation #6
was presented by the Committee for Responding to Palestinian Christians,
recommending steps for the UMC to fund the study of Israeli treatment of Palestinians in
Israel and the West Bank. This includes engaging in Bible Study on the region's history and
sending a delegation to the Holy Land to report their findings next year.



Two other pieces of legislation were presented after suspending the rules. The West
Ohio Annual Conference supported the approval of Senate Bill 3910 (Yes in God’s
Backyard Act) regarding affordable housing. The second additional recommendation
was concerned with financially prioritizing children, youth, and young adults in the 2026
budget. This recommendation was referred to the Council on Finance and
Administration.

Bishop Palmer is retiring August 31, 2024. In July, a new Bishop will be assigned to serve
both the West Ohio Conference and the East Ohio Conference.

Finally, in case you were wondering, we are fortunate to have Pastor Kalamba staying
with us for another year!

The 2025 Annual Conference will, again, be held at Capital University from May 28 — May
31, 2025. If you have ever wanted to learn more about how our denomination functions
and be a part of the decision making process, please consider serving as a Lay Member
to Annual Conference for the district.
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Our last meeting was at our
picnic on June 12 were we had a
wonderful lunch of barbecue and
trimmings. Our guests were Paster
Kalamba and Paster Kabamba
who had wonderful stories of their
ministry. We will not be meeting in
July, or August. We will have a
short meeting in September and
discuss what we brought back
from Mission U. We plan to send
food to UWF National Mission Site
in Nome Alaska, support Wesley
Community Center in Dayton,
and Wesley Education Center for
Children and Families in
Cincinnati with monetary and in
kind donations.

We have been very blessed this
year with large profits through our
soup and Easter candy sale to be
able to do this.

THANK YOU JOHN WESLEY UMC

We would like to invite all women
of John Wesley to join us and our
Mission. We meet the first
Wednesday of the month at 10:00
AM in the library.

Fred and | want to thank you all for
making Mom’s birthday so special.
She was overwhelmed by everyone
who gave her a card, wished her
Happy Birthday and came to share
her day. We can’t tell you how much
it means to us that you have all
adopted Mom as your own.

We are so blessed,

Barb and Fred Wetzel

Church Family,

Sally and Ron
Gossard  would
like to invite you
to celebrate their
50th Weddinlgl
Anniversary wit
DO"ANNIVERSARY cake after  the
July 14, Sunday
Service. Sally and Ron will be in
Florida during their Anniversary date
on June 22, 2024, celebrating with
their family on a beach retreat.

We kindly request no gifts as your
warm wishes and fellowship are the
greatest gifts of all.

Looking forward to celebrating with
you!

Blessings to all,

Sally and Ron Gossard



It's time again for reminders about some procedures and
processes in our financial area. With committee rosters changing
7) : . : :
7, and different people sometimes charged with making purchases,
_@é* it's just “a good thing” (as Martha Stewart would say) to review
> these general guidelines.

If you’re purchasing anything for the church, whether it’s going
to be billed to us or you’ll pay up front and ask for reimbursement,
be sure not to pay sales tax since we’re a nonprofit and exempt
from that tax. Every little bit adds up in our costs, and avoiding this tax is your way to
take that “one small step” for mankind! If the vendor you’re purchasing from questions
your status, be sure that you’ve planned ahead to get a Certificate of Tax Exemption from
the church office or by contacting the treasurer. Many local vendors already have our
information in their systems. If you cannot do that, you always have the option some
people have followed and just not asked for reimbursement of the sales taxes they paid—
but we would really rather that none of us are funding the State of Ohio when we are
exempt.

If you’re purchasing items or initiating a service call for repair or installation, be sure
that your committee chair is aware and approves your actions ahead of time. Once the
vendor has come to do the work, it’s too late to cancel payments. Also, if the purchase or
repair is going to be more than a couple hundred dollars, it would be a good idea to alert
the treasurer so that she knows what that bill is about when it just shows up in the mail.
Your committee chair should sign off on the bill if it’s for more than $200 so that our
records show that the payment was approved.

Unfortunately, we’re dealing with too many companies right now whose accounts
receivable and billing departments do not seem to communicate with one another—so
we often receive invoicing twice for a service that’s already been paid on the first invoice.
Returned items often are not credited to our accounts in any timely fashion, so alerting
the treasurer of those returns is critical to avoid overpayments.

When you receive any item that includes a receipt or packing slip, please be sure to
put that into the treasurer’s mailbox in the church office since it provides a backup for
the receipt of the material.

Feel free—and you're encouraged to do so—to email the treasurer at
treasurer@jwumc.com whenever you have a question about purchases, payments, taxes,
or procedures. Thank you!
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Care Receiver Affirmations:

-At John Wesley United Methodist Church-

Stephen Ministry has been a huge help to me as | faced the daunting task of adjusting to
widowhood, severe family illnesses, and decisions for my own future. Having a friend to hear me
and pray with me eased the challenges and fears.

%k %k %

| was going through a period in my life when | just needed someone to talk to, someone to
guide me through an issue that was preventing me from having a closer relationship with Jesus. |
was suffering with grief and loneliness and wasn’t sure what direction my life should take. When
| was told who my Stephen Minister would be, | thought, “How can | reveal what’s going on in my
life, what | need help working through, with this person? | don’t even know her.” But as it turned
out, it was the best match | could have hoped for. Actually, it was better than anything | could
have hoped for. God really knows what He’s doing, doesn’t He? | not only got to know her, |
learned she was so compassionate, and so passionate about serving God and helping others, that
we have formed a bond that has carried us past my issue and beyond.

If you are experiencing something in your life and you feel you have no one to talk to about
it, I highly recommend a Stephen Minister.

%k 3k k

Imagine demands and stress being high and resources and abilities being low. You feel the
turbulence of raging waters all around you, and you feel as if you are drowning. Then your
Stephen Minister arrives, and the next thing you know, you’re not drowning, you’re floating,
because they are holding your hand! You feel empowered by God’s love and kindness through
this caring and supportive human angel.

| didn’t see it coming. Why does this fall to me? | had worked and planned for some
“me time.” Anger felt good. Worry consumed my energy. | wasn’t sleeping. My stress was toxic. A
loved one who justifiably could no longer suffer my questions and complaints blurted out, “You
need someone to talk to!”



Yes, | did. | apologized, and asked God for the courage to reach out for a Stephen
Minister. God helped me make the call and set in motion a faith centered, confidential
partnership. God through my Stephen Minister joined me on my journey.

Having someone to talk to lifted a burden and helped me concentrate on the things |
could control and let go to God things out of my control. It is a blessing to have a friend in
Christ. My Stephen Minister could not remove any of the heartbreaks but helped me see
God working for the good.

| look forward to our coffee on the porch where we talk, pray, choke up and laugh. The
experience is truly a gift from God.

If you are flaying about, worn out and worried like | was, ask God for the courage to
reach out. God knows what we need. Feel his Love through a confidential, caring partner
who is a Stephen Minister.

Forever grateful, a “not alone care receiver”

kK k

My Stephen Minister: Prayer answered! | had been struggling for months with a very
painful emotional experience. It was sapping my strength and my spirit. Sharing with friends
was not helpful. | prayed constantly for God’s guidance, and was led to ask for a Stephen
Minister. She was God’s answer! She listened with love as she walked along side me. She
brought the Care; Christ brought the Cure. God works through Stephen Ministers.

* %k %k

A Stephen Minister provides the care. Christ provides the cure. Asking for help is the first
step in the healing process. Contact the Church office at: 513-825-0733 and ask to be put in
touch with Pastor Kalamba or one of our Stephen Leaders to find out how Stephen Ministry
can help.




''''''''' =  Thank you to everyone who helped with our Camp -

Firelight VBS. It takes every part the church body to make
VBS happen. We couldn’t offer this amazing ministry
without everyone pulling together in prayer, donating
items for projects, and donating their time in a huge
variety of ways! We challenged, taught, and led well over
45 children throughout science, crafts, story time,
recreation, music, and, let’s not forget, all those adorable
snacks! Our opening and closing sessions in the Sanctuary
were awesome. Thank you to everyone who helped us lead
. these children on a part of their faith journey. What a blessing to serve at John
| Wesley UMC and see how God changes lives in amazing ways as we learn and
. celebrate His word! Thank you everyone, Jennifer Flott

e e — e — e — — — — — —

Prayer Chain Refresher

Please ALWAYS send prayer requests to: prayerchain@jwumc.com

Whether it's day, night or weekends, always send your prayer requests to the address
above. From that email address, your prayer request will be sent along to the main
prayer chain distribution list by me (Christie) or by Tavane.

Anyone can send a request to the prayer chain. Also, feel free to call the office and
we can write down your prayer request and send it out for you.

THIS PART IS VERY IMPORTANT- Please remember, when replying to prayer chain emails, you
need to put the person's email address in the TO section of your reply. Otherwise, your
response will only come back to the church office.

Thank you to everyone on the prayer chain for their faith and devotion in
praying. You all are a powerful bunch!

"The Lord gives strength to his people; the Lord blesses his people with peace." ~
Psalm 29:11

If you have any questions about this information, or about the Prayer Chain in
general, please contact me at christie@jwumc.com.
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SHORT STORIES FROM JW’S HOUSE

Hi, this is Bobby Woodward with a message about judging people by first impressions. The first
impression bias describes how we make quick judgements about others that are often subject to
bias or error. The theory stems from the idea that humans will often rely on the first piece(s) of
information they receive as part of their survival instinct. It takes just a quick glance, maybe three
seconds, for someone to evaluate you when you meet for the first time. In this short time, the other
person forms an opinion about you based on your appearance, your body language, your demeanor,
your mannerisms, and how you are dressed. [l just googled this info...]

First Impression: Recently, we were driving home through West Virginia. Traffic got bogged down
on the interstate highway due to bridge construction (summer road work). As we were creeping
along in a single lane, guys on motorcycles started passing us on the right shoulder. They were a
bunch of old men wearing “Wild Hogs” T shirts. | remember looking at them and thinking that | was
NOT going to be the one to tell them that they could not pass on the right shoulder while WE sat in
traffic. What they did was rude and the way they were dressed was a bit intimidating.

Second Impression: A little further down the road, the traffic had cleared and we resumed our trip
at posted highway speed. Soon a popup shower was producing heavy rain. Wait, what was going on
in the distance? As we got closer to the next overpass, we could see the motorcycles parked
underneath and the guys huddled together to avoid getting wet. I’m thinking: you guys don’t look so
tough now. After the rain, the “Wild Hogs” passed us again, this time legally, in the left lane.

Third Impression: As we got to Washington, Pa., guess who we saw at our hotel. Yes, it was the
“Wild Hogs” with their Harleys in the parking lot. They were spending the night in the same hotel as
us. Up close and personal, these guys weren’t scary at all. They actually seemed like pretty nice

guys!

How would visitors feel, if no one welcomed them to our church or spoke to them? How would they
feel if someone told them “you need to move because you are sitting in my pew”? Does their first
impression of people in our church really matter? Of course it does if we are the hands and feet of
Jesus. We are God’s representatives inviting the lost and the broken people to come join us for
worship. We want them to come back so they can get to know us as well as us getting to know them.
God calls us to reach out to others to make a deeper connection. | have visited churches where no
one spoke to me because | was a stranger. Fortunately, my first visit to this church was not like that!

If you would like to make a deeper connection at JIWUMC, please consider visiting the adult Sunday
school class that meets in the Library at 9 AM or the classes that meet at 11 AMin Rooms 11 and 12.
You can also call the church office or talk to Pastor Kalamba/Pastor Dave about other opportunities
to make a deeper connection with us in this church as additional small group opportunities will
resume again after the summer months.
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: . L SHARING OUR BLESSINGS

hamilton living water ministry, inc.
Y - IN JULY

)

/y 510 S. Eighth St.
g - Hamilton, OH 45011

: Kids and Teens: Every summer, June to the end of July, Living Water hosts a wonderful :
: summer program for neighborhood children and teens from 12:00 — 4:00, Monday to
Thursday. After a nutritious lunch, the kids are kept busy in a safe, Christian environment with :
: various educational and enrichment programs plus lots of fun activities, guest speakers, field :
. day, etc. A favorite involves cooling off with outdoor water activities. The children are also :
given opportunities to volunteer for service projects in the community. Teens may take a ;
: couple of field trips. :
. Adults: Their Neighborhood Resource Center helps residents find accurate information on a :
variety of topics such as: getting medical care, housing, legal issues, etc. :

Three Ways to Help
1. On Communion Sunday, place your donation (cash or check) in one of the baskets on a
front pew. :
2. Any Sunday in July, place your donations in the offering plate. Put “Sharing/Living Water” :
on the memo line of a check or cash in an envelope marked the same way. :
3.You can also send a check to the church marked the same way.

Thank you for your ongoing generosity to this wonderful ministry!

Java Cafe News
It is July already! Our Baristas are busy making coffee and hot chocolate
SS for you to enjoy while you catch up with friends. It is so important for all
of us to stay in touch with one another.

Thank you to our June Baristas: Darlene Cook, Ellen Fisher, Linda

Osterhaus, and Kathy Smith (hope you are feeling better) Substitutes who

filled in for Kathy are: Mark Upton and AnnRita Horan.

July Baristas are: Mike and Nikki Griffin, Larissa Waldorf, and Pat Kirk
Thank you everyone for all that you do for our Cafe.

PS. On July 14 there will be cake in the cafe after church. Ron and Sally Gossard are
celebrating 50 years of marriage. Congratulations!
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Devctions Uleng the Way

by Gary Ward

“The Big Picture” is a term used by the U. S. military. It refers to a “top-down” view of
military actions and plans. For example, the big picture on D-Day in 1944, was to establish a
European foothold to directly confront Nazi Germany. Within that big picture resided countless
“little pictures.” Together, they served the overall mission of history’s greatest rescue.

The same can be said of God’s word — the Bible. All 66 books convey one, big picture: The
story of how much God loves God’s children, and the events God used to redeem and rescue us
from sin.

Step one was the Law, given through Moses, to show us how far we are from God’s
standards. God knew we would not keep all of God’s laws all the time, so a sacrificial blood
covenant provided temporary forgiveness of sins.

Step two was Jesus (God with skin on) and the New Covenant of Grace. Jesus came not to
condemn the world, but to save the world through one, final and eternal blood sacrifice. Calvary
was the greatest rescue mission of all time.

The question is, how do our small pictures fit within God’s Big Picture? They fit first when we
accept the grace of the New Covenant, and enter a reconciled relationship with God. Secondly,
they fit when we model and share God’s love with others so they too can experience God’s
saving grace in their lives.

And who needs rescuing from sin? We all do! All of God’s children.

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that
the world through Him might be saved. John 3: 16-17

Rescuedd, }Dao/y(f&

Rescue People
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JW MEN'S
STUDY

Anxious for Nothing - Finding Calm in a Chaotic World, by Max
Lucado

; First Saturday of each month in Room 8.
: 8 AM - Video followed by discussion.
9 AM - Breakfast at Frisch's on Hamilton Ave.

i There is no book, no reading, no prep, and no homework. All you need to do is
show up each month as you are able.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES FOR S.0O.U.L.

A huge THANK YOU to everyone who has already donated. This will
give our clients who shop in early July a chance to start their
“school shopping” soon. Of course, those supplies will get
depleted. We will continue to collect school supplies through July.
Hopefully, you will find more and better sales on these items so we
can continue stocking our shelves for folks who are shopping later.

We will collect any and all school supplies. Please place them in the
grocery cart in Dunlap Hall. Listed below are those most in demand.
You might print this out and keep it with you. Every donation is
much appreciated!!

Schoo
SuppliesNeeded

Book bags - small or large
Erasers - large

Glue sticks - large only

Highlighters - any color

Colored pencils (12-pack preferred)

Pencil case (plastic type to put into 3-ring
binder preferred)

Pocket folders (with prongs ONLY)

Spiral notebooks - wide & college-ruled
Ruled notebook paper - wide & college-ruled
3-ring binders (1" or larger)
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White board markers (low odor if possible)
Ream of copy paper

Fiskars scissors (blunt & pointed)

3" x 5" index cards

Crayons - packs of 24 or larger
Composition books

Colored markers

Small pencil sharpeners with case
Compasses and protractors

Small calculators




The 9:00 Sunday school class has
converted half of Wesley Hall into two
pickleball courts. We have three times
reserved weekly for those of you in our
congregation who would like to join
us. We're set up for Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 4:00-6:00 and Saturdays
from 10:00 to noon. You need to enter by
the back Wesley Hall door, and ring the
door bell if you do not have a key. Contact
Marilyn Shultz if you have questions.
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Matthew 25 Ministries Saturday
Volunteer Opportunities

For the 2024 calendar year we have the
scheduled the following dates to volunteer:

eNo dates for July and August 2024
eSaturday September 21, 2024

eSaturday October 19, 2024

eSaturday November 16, 2024

No December date

This is open to everyone in the congregation
along with friends and family. Please do not
be reluctant to volunteer. Our group is
generally small and a great informal way to
get to know someone else in the
congregation!

We work from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM. We
always ask for sit down work.

We will meet in Matthew 25 Ministries,
either in the lobby or the work area.

For your GPS the address is “ 11060
Kenwood Road, Cincinnati, OH 45242”.

If you are interested in volunteering, or have
any questions, please contact Larissa
Waldorf at email:

waldorflarissa@gmail.com (home)

or Larissa waldorf@cinfin.com (work), or
both, or call/text my cell phone 513-488-
9169.
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- We need volunteers to keep the grass mowed during the
| spring, summer and fall. Andy Shreve and Dave Medkeff are 8
. the CMO'S (Chief Mowing Officers) and would appreciate |
| your assistance. Dave and Andy can teach you how to|
- operate the equipment and maybe promote you a CHO
i (Chief Helping Officer). A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin

board in Dunlap Hall.

|Thank you for your cooperation in advance,

-The Trustees

T JTeanesday | l‘hur\d:n) [ Friduy
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12 : 4 r; Room Use and Calendar Scheduling

10 In order to have a meeting or an event on the calendar,

o you must contact Christie at christie@jwumc.com or
call me at 513-825-0733. If you haven't confirmed your

c h urc h Ca I en d ar meeting through me, then it's not on the calendar and

another group might end up getting that spot or date. If you are setting up a special event on

a Sunday during worship (selling cookies, setting up a registration table. providing cake or

treats) you also need to contact me to get that on the calendar.

Regularly reoccurring monthly meetings don't need to be cleared through me once we talk at
the beginning of the year and you are assigned a meeting date and time. Please let me know if
you have to change your meeting time or date, whether it’s a one time change or a permanent
change.

If you use a room, please leave it exactly how you found it. Other groups use that room too
and expect a certain amount of chairs, tables, and equipment to be in certain rooms. If you
have to move anything out of a room, please make sure you put it back in the same room
when you are done.

Keep in mind that all of our classrooms and meeting spaces are used by a variety of people
throughout the week. No one group "owns" a certain room or meeting space so we all need to
be kind and gracious as we go about the business of being the hands and feet of Jesus.

If you have any questions about meetings, scheduling, or room use, please always direct them
to me, christie@jwumec.com or call me at 513-825-0733.

Be a rainbow in someone's cloud,
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Birthdays

3 Lorraine Harmon

4 Fred Wetzel C
6 Justin Kelley

10 Lindsey Mason, Paul Mato

1 Sally Wessendorf, Matt Starr

13 Jim McCann, Sam Shreve

15  Karen Henebry

16  Joni Tabor, Andrew Denterlein, Nick Riggsby
21 Paris Lewis

23 Harold Kraus

25 Ron Mason, Sue Liles, Mary Houlihan
26  Steve Cammarn

27  Barb Austin

28 Carol Kosarko

29 Tim Schmidt, Gladys Agyeman
Anniversaries

1 Steve & Marilyn Wagner

20 Jack & Donna Hatfield

26  Chris & Judy Fouse

27  Dave & Kathy Smith

28 Paul & Debbie Mato

29 Ross & Erin Shaw

JULY &

LIKE US ON

| facebook
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