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OHC Hongwanji (Sangha) Day  
Service (at Mililani Hongwanji) 
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10:15am 

Joint Memorial and Family Dharma 
Service 
 

BWA Meeting 
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 9:00am 

 
Family Dharma Service and Dharma 
School 

22 
  
 9:00am 

 
Spring Ohigan Service and Dharma 
School 
Speaker: Mr. Dexter Mar 
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  9:00am 
 
 
 

Family Dharma Service and Dharma 
School. Speaker: Brandon Hee 
 

      

    

Temple activities should be posted as soon as possible on the “MASTER CALENDAR” located on the  
bulletin board for inclusion in the Dharma Connection calendar and for general temple planning. 
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Mililani Town, HI  96789 
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9:00am 

Breakfast for the Sangha by Jr YBA 
and Dharma School 
 

Family Dharma Service 
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 9:00am 
 

 
 

 
 
10:15am 

Joint Memorial and BWA Dana Day 
Family Dharma Service 
Speaker: Ms. Mernie Miyasato-Crawford 

BWA Food Drive-donate canned goods 
 
BWA Meeting 

15  9:00am Scout Sunday Family Dharma  
Service and Dharma School 

22  9:00am Family Dharma Service and Dharma 
School 
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by Reverend Joshin Kamuro 

“A Picture of Mochi – From ‘Pie in the Sky’ to True and Real Life” 
 

There is a Japanese expression, eni kaita mochi, which literally means “a picture of mochi 
(rice cake).” It is similar to the English phrase “a pie in the sky.” No matter how delicious a 
picture of mochi may look, we cannot eat it. It may appear appealing on the surface, but it 
has no real substance—like plans or ideals that will never actually come to fruition. This  
expression came to mind while reading the Kyōgyōshinshō, Shinran Shonin’s main work. I participate in a 
Kyōgyōshinshō reading class hosted by Rev. Noriaki Fujimori of Palolo Hongwanji twice a month. Last month, 
we read the following passage from the writings of Tao-ch’o. 
 

In Passages on the Land of Happiness, Tao-ch’o cites the “Moon-Matrix Section” of the Great Collection  
Sutra: 
 

Out of billions of sentient beings who seek to perform practices and cultivate the way in the last  
dharma-age, not one will gain realization. 
 

This is now the last dharma-age; it is the evil world of the five defilements. This one gate—the Pure Land 
way—is the only path that affords passage. 
(The Collected Works of Shinran, Volume I, p. 220) 
 

Tao-ch’o, one of the great Chinese Pure Land masters, teaches that in the last dharma age, liberation cannot 
be attained through traditional practices based on one’s own efforts. Instead, he points to the Pure Land path 
as the sole way open to all beings. This same message appears in the Shoshinge: 
 

Tao-ch’o determined how difficult it is to fulfill the Path of Sages, 
And reveals that only passage through the Pure Land gate is possible for us. 
(The Collected Works of Shinran, Volume I, p. 72) 
 

Tao-ch’o clearly shows how difficult the Path of Sages is—attempting to attain enlightenment solely through 
our own efforts. Only the gate of the Pure Land is open to us. In other words, relying on self-power may look 
admirable, but for ordinary people like ourselves, it is like “a picture of mochi.” No matter how real or beautiful 
it appears, it cannot nourish us. 
 

Shinran Shonin accepted this reality with deep honesty. Rather than clinging to ideals beyond human capaci-
ty, he reflected profoundly on his own limitations and entrusted himself fully to the compassion of Amida Bud-
dha. Through reliance on the Pure Land path, what is im-
possible through self-effort becomes possible through 
Amida’s boundless working. 
  
Shinran Shonin further explains that “true” means free of 
falsehood, and “real” means that something unfailingly 
reaches fruition. He teaches that the Nembutsu of Other 
Power is both true and real—guiding all beings to birth in 
the Pure Land and the realization of supreme  
enlightenment.  
 

Shin Buddhists often speak of the “taste of the Dharma” 
and the “appreciation of the Nembutsu.” Just as when we 
eat mochi—we can taste it and be nourished—may we  
truly receive the Shin Buddhist teachings and appreciate 
the Nembutsu in our lives. Without such lived  
experience, the Nembutsu remains only an idea—another “picture of mochi.” When Amida’s compassionate 
call is truly heard and received, gratitude naturally finds expression in the voicing of Namo Amida Butsu. The 
Nembutsu itself is the manifestation of Amida’s compassionate working, and listening deeply to it is the path 
of Other Power.  

Saying the Nembutsu 
“How loud should we recite 
the Nembutsu?” “It is im-
portant that we can hear it 
with our own ears.” The 
Nembutsu is not something I 
say to the Buddha, nor is it 
something I recite for the de-
ceased.  
Rather, the Nembutsu is the 
working of Amida Buddha,  

       calling out to me. 

  (From a flyer by Nishi Hongwanji) 
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Rene’s Review 

President  
Rene Mansho 

Aloha Friends!     
     Welcome to the many new faces we are meeting on Sundays and in our  
various classes and meetings!  I found out that many folks are finding our  
website information interesting, enticing, inviting, and  folks are dropping in on 
Sundays Dharma Services to check it out, visiting Meditation meetings to see 
who is there and what ages are participating, joining Mahjong on Thursdays,  
observing the Japanese Language Class teaching, “Mini Facts” , growing Choir 
and Jammers Ukulele fans, exciting activities at the Dharma Classes, and who 
knows what’s next! I just like meeting new people to share our joy of fellowship 
too! 
    In addition to the many menehunes volunteering, you may have met our  

Kokua Committee who take the time and compassion to assist families in need of planning funeral and  
memorial services offered at Mililani Hongwanji.  Many thanks to Reverend Joshin Kamuro, Lester Ogawa, 
Mel Hayase, and Diane Yoza who take the time to meet with families and discuss options and planning and 
help wherever we can.  We are there to provide as much comfort as possible.  You are also able to pur-
chase a niche in our columbarium, too. 
   In anticipation of our 50th Anniversary of our temple, we are planning an exquisite Japanese garden,  
organizing events and fundraisers, so please continue to join in this historical time for us. 
Where will we go from here?  What can we do to sustain our future to ensure the dharma will continue and 
there is a place of spiritual comfort, community fellowship, and continue in making memories for  
generations to come? Thank you for your support and if you have any ideas for us as we want to make 2027 
an exceptionally memorable year, please let us know.  Call, text, email, visit website, or just come and hang 
out with us to wala au, chew  the fat, talk story with any ideas to help us advance the mission of our  
Mililani Hongwanji Buddhist Temple!  Whooo hoooo!  Imua! 
   The most important meeting of the year is happening on Feb. 20-21,  2026!  The LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 
“GISEIKAI” is the annual meeting of Hongwanji leaders and members to vote on our annual budget and  
policies and election of new officers planning our future.  Get involved, attend, learn, ask questions, make 
recommendations.  We need your voice. 
   Two upcoming community events at our site:  OAHU SANGHA DAY – MARCH 1ST, 8:30 am–1:30 pm. 
This is an annual gathering of Oahu District Temples to celebrate our Buddhist teachings and spirituality.  
Our Chairperson Stephen Chinen’s program  features Interfaith efforts to Promote World Peace.  Please 
register, meet our spiritual community as we promote mindfulness, compassion, and gratitude. Register: by 
Sunday, 2/22/26  https://forms.gle/hXrXG6W9Qi8F77EM7 
   On MARCH 21st, 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM, the MILILANI SPRING FLING CRAFT FAIR FESTIVAL, will be a hana hou 
from last year’s fun!  Remember the Ministers’ Karaoke Challenge?  We hope to raise needed funds also for 
our upcoming 50th Anniversary. Please sign up now! 
   Finally, I had fun visiting Mililani Hongwanji’s first chartered Cub Scout Pack 564’s monthly Den Meeting 
at Mililani Mauka Elementary School! Parents are required to accompany their children as they participate 
in posting colors, reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, learning to make fishing poles and lines for their  
Hoomaluhia Reservoir Fishing Trip.  So much fun learning about pole casting, fish bait, and catch and re-
lease back into the water. If you know of a boy or girl who would enjoy being a Scout, Pack 564 is the place 
for fun and learning. 
          NAMU AMIDA BUTSU!          Ph: 808-291-6151  / renemansho@hawaii.rr.com 
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Summary of January 14, 2026 

Mililani Hongwanji (Kyodan) Board Meeting 

4 
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Many people attended the New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day services to help welcome the new year.  Rev. Kamuro  
expressed his thanks to Ann Ishikawa, Arynn Ishikawa, Carrie Kawamoto, Gail Taira, June Asato, Christine Sato-Lightner, 
Claire Matsumoto, Sharon Frietas for helping Minako Kamuro serve the toshikoshi soba noodles and ozoni soup after the 
services.  
 
The 2026 officers were installed during Sunday service on January 4th.  Incoming President Joyce Ogawa invited temple 
members to join the BWA.  The BWA organizes service projects, offers scholarships to members’ relatives, and helps  
support the Kyodan.  Although the organization is called the Buddhist Women’s Association, men are welcome to join.  If 
you are interested in becoming BWA member, please see Lani Yamami or Aileen Sato. 
 
On January 25th, BWA members will serve zenzai after the Ho’onko service.  Carol Kakehi, Carrie Kawamoto, Lani Yamami 
and Diane Yoza will be working hard over several days to prepare this sweet treat that is said to be a favorite of Shinran 
Shonin. 
 
Dana Day will be observed on February 8th.  The BWA will be holding a food drive to benefit the Hawaii Foodbank.  Please 
bring non-perishable food items to donate.  Monetary donations are also welcome – checks should be payable to Hawaii 
Foodbank. 
 
The 15th BWA State Membership Conference will be held at the Ala Moana Hotel on March 28th – 29th.  Members who are 
commuting are encouraged to carpool.  Please contact Diane Yoza if you are willing to drive or would like a ride to the  
conference. 
 
Upcoming events: 
 
February 8 – Dana Day and food drive for the Hawaii Foodbank.  BWA meeting to follow. 
 
February 15 – Oahu United Honpa Hongwanji Buddhist Women’s Association (OUHHBWA) meeting at Mililani  
Hongwanji, 1:00. 
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Friday morning set up. 

Dharma School welcomed spring semester 2026 with fellowship, making and eating mochi with the sangha! We look 
forward to another fun-filled and fun-packed semester, learning more Dharma, the teachings from Rev. Kamuro, our  
Dharma School leaders and teachers, and continuing to calm our minds and bodies with the singing bowl and belly  
breathing! 
 

Mr. Alex King presented background on Shinran Shonin, his family, and the significance of Ho’onko, a memorial  
dedication expressing our gratitude for Shinran Shonin’s teachings of the Jodo Shinshu, and how it is observed today in 
the global community.  
 

We are looking ahead to the upcoming activities in the next months! Sangha Breakfast on February 1st hosted by the Jr. 
YBA and Dharma School, Scout Sunday on February 15th, and Mililani Hongwanji's Sangha Day at our temple on March 
1st with the Oahu District temples! Also ahead of us is the 2026 Oahu District Poster Contest; categories from preschool 
to grade 12 can participate! 
 

Our February Schedule: 
 

February 1:   Sangha Breakfast - Hosted by the Jr. YBA & Dharma School 
                        Work on posters 

February 8:   No Dharma School 
February 15: Scout Sunday, Lesson and Activity on “How We Are Interconnected” 

February 22: Spring Ohigan Lesson 
 

We are deeply grateful to Rev. Kamuro 
and our dedicated Dharma School 
teachers: co-leaders Alex and Crystal 
King, Ann Ishikawa, Jill Kyhos, Stephen 
Chinen, Gay Tanaka, Mari Wakahiro 
(assistant), and Claire Doi. 
 

Thank you to our Dharma School  
students, families, and the entire  
Sangha for your continued support! 
 

In Gassho, Your Dharma School ‘Ohana 

Adopt-A-Highway Clean-Up on February 28th! 
By: Tyler Oshiro, Adopt-A-Highway Coordinator 

  

Mark your calendars and make your plans to join our Sangha members for this important community service project! 
Our first quarterly clean-up of 2026 is coming up on:   

Saturday, February 28, 2026 
8:00 a.m.   

Anyone 12 years of age and older are welcome to participate! Please arrive at the temple by 8:00 a.m. Please wear 
covered shoes. Trash bags, gloves, and safety vests will be provided.  The clean-up usually runs for about an hour.  
Upon return to the temple, water, coffee, and a light breakfast will be provided. 
 

This program is a great opportunity to help beautify our community and spend a Saturday morning with members of 
our Sangha. Please join us this quarter if you can and I will also provide the clean-up dates for the rest of 2026 in a 
future Dharma Connection article. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me 
at tylerkoshiro@gmail.com.  

mailto:tylerkoshiro@gmail.com
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February Memorial 
Those who have passed during the month. 

George Morioka 
Mitsuo Nakasone 
Francis Nakayama 
James Ogasawara 
Lynn Onigami 
Isamu Oura 
Bob Riichi 
Seichi Sakaida 
Harold Sato 
Mark Shintaku 
Sammy Sumida 
Chiyo Tada 
Earl Takita 
Tokuichi Tanabe 
Paul Tanaka 
Hajime Tanitomi 
Ayame Terao 
Derrik Tokioka 
Joyce Tonouchi 
Shigeo Tsurusaki 
Shitsue Tsurusaki 
Yumi Ukita 
Sueo Watanabe 
Yoshinobu Watanabe 
Ralph Yasunaga 
Uta Yoza 

Haruno Abe 
Shigeko Abe 
Harry Abe 
Rev. Tetsuun Ama 
Hayako Ando 
Helen Cobb 
Norman Doi 
Mitsuo Fujimoto 
Kakujiro Ginoza 
Susie Hara 
Edward Hirai 
Itsuko Honda  
Hasuno Iha 
Gladys Kanagawa 
Charles Kanja 
Aimee Kawamura 
Eyvinn Kihara 
Ethel Kunishige 
Hideko Kuya 
Patrick Matsuda 
Toshio Matsumiya 
Satomi Matsumoto 
Winona Matsumoto 
Elsie Matsumura 
Mitsuto Mitsui 

Please call (808) 625-0925 and/or email  
dharma.connection@gmail.com  if there are corrections 
or additions to the published list. Families may call the 
minister to schedule special family memorial services for 
their loved ones. For 2026, special memorial years are 
observed for loved ones who passed away in:  

2025 1st Year  2014 13th Year  1994 33rd year  

2024 3rd Year  2010 17th Year  1977 50th year  

2020 7th Year  2002 25th year   

 

Obon Silent Auction Donations 
 

As the New Year is upon us, you may be thinking about giving yourself 
and your home a fresh start. Please donate items that may be in your 
closets or cupboards not being used. Our first drop off at the temple will 
be on Sunday, February 8.   
 

For questions, please contact Lea (808)271-4839 or Chari (808)223-
6077.  Thank you to those of you that have contacted us already.   

BWA Dana Day/Food Drive 
 

The BWA is having their annual food 
drive on Sunday, February 8 from  

8:00 – 9:00am. 
Please donate 

canned goods, or 

rice, or anything  

non-perishable. Or you can also make a  

monetary donation. Make checks payable to 

Hawaii Foodbank. Mililani Sangha has always 

been so generous and we really appreciate 

your support. 

Special Project Dana Day Observance 

Sunday, February 8, 2026 
 

Please join us for our Dana Day Service 

on February 8.  We are pleased to have 

a guest speaker, Mernie Miyasato-

Crawford that day.  Mernie has over 40 

years of experience as a social worker in 

healthcare organizations, first at Kuakini 

Health System and later at Tripler Army 

Medical Center, retiring in 2020 as Chief of Medical Social 

Work. 
 

With an undergrad degree from UH Manoa and later a Master’s 

from Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland specializ-

ing in gerontology, she has had a lot of experience in palliative 

care, end-of-life care, medical ethics, and other related areas. 
 

In retirement, she remains active as a volunteer, serving on the 

Boards of Pacific Health Ministry, Jikoen Hongwanji, and Pro-

ject Dana, where she remains on its Advisory Council and helps 

with its Caring for the Caregiver Program as a 1:1 Caregiver 

Counselor and as Field Instructor to graduate Social Work In-

terns from UH Manoa in practicum placement at Project Dana. 
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We are so excited to get this year started with events on our calendar. The United held 
our first meeting of 2026 at Pearl Ridge CPK and planned the next few months over  
spinach artichoke dip & chips and pizza. Two of our Mililani Alumni, Jenna and Ty, joined 
us for lunch. It was so nice to talk story with them while they sat in our meeting. 
 

Upcoming Important Dates:  
 

Next Meeting: Sunday, February 1, 1:00pm at Mililani Hongwanji  
 

United Outing to Punahou Carnival to support Taylor: Saturday, February 7 at 2:00pm. We plan to invite the 
United of Honolulu as well! 
 

Rescheduled Beach Day!  Sunday, March 8, at 1:00pm up at North Shore. Beach TBD. 
 We are still planning details such as carpooling and lunch. We will hold a short meeting and then have a beach social.    
 

If you are interested in joining us to go to the Punahou Carnival or the beach, please do not hesitate to contact one of our Jr. YBA 
members or advisors for more information. Former Jr. YBA members are also welcome to come!  
 

ADD TO YOUR CALENDAR! SAVE THE DATE!   
 

Young Enthusiastic Shinshu Seekers (YESS) Camp: Friday, April 3-5, 2026 in Kona. Theme: Star Wars 
 Early Registration by February 1: $60 
 Regular Registration by March 10: $90 
 Final Registration by March 30: $120 
For more information and to register visit the website: YessCamp.com 

 

Scan QR Code for Serendipity Federation Newsletter or CLICK HERE 
 

We welcome any youth who are entering 6th grade through 2 years after high school graduation are  
welcome to join Jr. YBA!  You do not need to be a member of a temple so bring your friends!  Please  
contact a Jr. YBA member or Aunty Arynn Ishikawa (advisor) at arynn.m.ishikawa@gmail.com or 
jrybaofoahu@gmail.com if you have questions or for more information.  
 

Follow us on Instagram!  @jrybaofoahu and @hawaiifedjryba 

file:///C:/Users/aishi/Documents/Jr.%20YBA/Newsletter/Yesscamp.com
https://www.canva.com/design/DAG2Hxgrobg/1zVz-G-wzHX9o2iSO7yDlQ/view?utm_content=DAG2Hxgrobg&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=haeb75c9427
mailto:arynn.m.ishikawa@gmail.com
mailto:jrybaofoahu@gmail.com
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      (December 7, 2025 to January 5, 2026) 
50th Anniversary Celebration 
 Trudy Akamine 

 Claire Matsumoto 

 Dean & Doreen Sakamoto 

 Glenn S. & Minnie Yoshimori 

Bodhi Day Service 
 Janet Abe 

 Sharon Freitas 

 Myra Fujino 

 Luana Fukutomi 

 Warren & Nora Hahn 

 Melvin Hayase 

 Sharon Kaneko 

 Carrie Kawamoto 

 Georgiana Kobayashi 

 Thelma Kushimi 

 James Nakasone 

 Joyce Nishioka 

 Lester & Joyce Ogawa 

 Dennis & Michele Oshita 

 Frances Saito 

 Christine Sato & Richard Lightner 

 Charles & June Shimata 

 Nancy Tanaka 

 Fay Toyama 

 Lyn Watanabe 

 Steven & Lani Yamami 

Funeral 
 Nancy (Arakaki) Honma                         Funeral for Charles Honma 

 Harriet and Greg Matsumoto                  Funeral and Inurnment for Ronald Katsumi Matsumoto 

 Mutobe Family                                      IMO Mace Mutobe 

General Donation 
 Mililani Crafters 

 Mililani Support Group 

 Junko Hagio                                          Ikebana Class 

 Warren & Nora Hahn                              In honor of Keiroshas 

 Nancy (Arakaki) Honma 

 Yuma Kamuro                                       Japanese Class Instructor  

 Minako Kamuro                                       Calligraphy Class Instructor  

 Margaret Kayatani 

 Christina Lewis  

 Christina Lewis  

 James & Karen Nakasone 

 Calvin & Betty Shibuya                          Newsletter 

 Ross & Karen Yamamoto 

 Tomeo Yoshizawa 

General Donation(Bon Dance) 
 Karen Tanaka 
Memorial Service 
 Janet Abe  IMO Richard Abe, Kazuo Okino, Haruko Toma 

 Michie Ando      IMO George Ando 

 Roger Babcock & Jill Kyhos    IMO Yoshie Kyhos 

 Annie A. Chang      IMO Kameju & Hatsue Akamine, Arnold Chang 

 Sharon Freitas      IMO Charles T Oishi 

 Janice Fukunaga     IMO Toyoko & Katsumi Shigehara, Richard Fukunaga 

 Warren & Nora Hahn     In Honor of Robin K Chang 

 Amy Kato      IMO Ivan Toyama 

 Mamoru Kawahara  IMO Satoshi Kawahara 

 Elsie Morikawa      IMO Paul H Morikawa 

 Lester & Joyce Ogawa    IMO Hatsune Araki 

 Frances Saito      IMO Donald Saito, Chizuko Takayama, 

 Richard & Gail Taira  IMO Itsue Tamamoto (3 Yr) 

 Karen Tanaka  IMO Clyde & Aryn Tanaka 

In Deep Gratitude.  
 

Namo Amida Butsu  
Namo Amida Butsu  
Namo Amida Butsu 

New Year's Eve/ Day Services 
 Anonymous 
 Sharon Freitas 
 Sharon Freitas and Family  
 Melvin Hayase 
 Lenora Inoue 
 Sharon Kaneko 
 Carrie Kawamoto 
 Georgiana Kobayashi 
 Georgiana Kobayashi 
 Thelma Kushimi 
 Thelma Kushimi 
 Milton & Susan Migita 
 Lorna Miyasaki 
 Joyce Nishioka 
 Christine Sato & Richard Lightner 
 Christine Sato & Richard Lightner 
 Charles & June Shimata 
 Charles & June Shimata 
 Sadako Shintaku 
 Nancy Tanaka 
 Fay Toyama 
 Lyn Watanabe 
Social Concerns(HQ) 
 Twila Castellucci 
 Sharon Freitas 
 Myra Fujino 
 Judith and Keith Hamada 
 Melvin Hayase 
 Theodine Hirai 
 Harley & Martha Ishii 
 Carrie Kawamoto 
 Michael Kawamoto 
 Earline Kihara 
 Alexander & Crystal King 
 Wayne & Roberta Kishinami 
 Georgiana Kobayashi 
 Rene Mansho 
 Glenn & Elaine Miura 
 Lorna Miyasaki 
 Amy Nakamura 
 Joyce Nishioka 
 Beatrice Okino 
 Carol Saito 
 Dean & Doreen Sakamoto 
 Melvin & Elaine Sasaki 
 Stanley & Carol Sasaki 
 Dennis & Patricia Takatani 
 Derrick & Lynn Taves 
 George & Irene Toguchi 
 Carl & Sheila Tonaki 
 Brad & Mari Wakahiro 
 Steven & Lani Yamami 
 Ethel Yamashige 
 Diane Yoza 
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Rev. Earl Ikeda 
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