COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146)

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take
away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world; grant us peace.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us new. Send us now to set tables of
love and grace in our communities, that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom,

in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING SONG “MY HOPE IS BUILT ON NOTHING LESS” ELW 596

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 146)
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94)
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Gracious God, have mercy on
us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We
are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and un-
known, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and up-
hold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with
Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty
God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through
faith.

Amen.
GATHERING SONG “GOD OF GRACE AND GOD OF GLORY?” ELW 705
GREETING (ELW p. 138)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. And also with you.

KYRIE (ELW p. 138)
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 142)

Let us pray. God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise everlasting life to the
world. Gather all peoples into your arms, and shelter us with your mercy, that we may rejoice in the
life we share in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

CHILDRENS CHURCH
A narrative book series called “The Story” by Max Lucado, Randy Frazee and Karen Hill.



FIRST READING: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 (NRSV OT p.14)

' After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, | am
your shield; your reward shall be very great.”  But Abram said, “O Lord Gob, what will you give me,
for | continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” ° And Abram said, “You
have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” * But the word of the
LoRD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your
heir.” > He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to
count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” ° And he believed the LorD; and
the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness. ' Then he said to him, “l am the LORD who brought
you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.” ® But he said, “O Lord Gob, how am
| to know that | shall possess it?” " He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat
three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” '° He brought him all these
and cut them in two, laying each half over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. '’
And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. '“ As the sun was

%oing down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying darkness descended upon him.

When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed be-
tween these pieces. '° On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your de-
scendants | give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates.”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:17—4:1 (NRSV NT p.242)

' Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the example
you have in us. '® For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; | have often told you of them, and
now | tell you even with tears. '* Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory is in
their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. “° But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from
there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. “' He will transform the body of our hu-
miliation that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to
make all things subject to himself. “' Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom | love and long for,
my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 142)
Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding
in steadfast love, and abounding in steadfast love.

GOSPEL: Luke 13:31-35
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

(NRSV NT p.93)

T At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus,] “Get away from here, for Herod wants
to kill you.” °“ He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, | am casting out demons and per-
forming cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day | finish my work. * Yet today, tomorrow, and
the next day | must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jeru-
salem.” ** Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it!
How often have | desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her
wings, and you were not willing! *° See, your house is left to you. And | tell you, you will not see me
until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY “LORD CHRIST, WHEN FIRST YOU CAME TO EARTH” ELW 727

CREED (ELW p. 105)
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
...God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

...in the name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life. Amen.
PEACE

OFFERING
CHOIR ANTHEM
“Be Not Afraid” by Craig Courtnery

OFFERING RESPONSE ELW 186
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from
your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with your free Spirit.

OFFERING PRAYER

Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures among us, opening your heart to the world. As
we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, deepen our commitment to sharing those treasures with
others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 144)
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE (ELW p. 144)

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144)

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 145)

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 145)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread.

COMMUNION
All are welcome to God'’s table of Grace! Gluten free wafers are available . For those with severe

allergies, individually wrapped wafers are in a basket with ingredient card. Ask your server.



