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Recently, I attended a football game between 2 riv-
el teams.  As I drove toward the stadium to park 
and saw the parade of people walking toward the 
entrances, there were some fans wearing the home 
team jerseys and some fans wearing the visiting 
team jerseys and many more adorning other types 
of team spirited gear in support of their team.  What 
struck me as I watched the variety of people in the 
crowd was how the taunting of fans from opposing 
teams was all in good humor as each side antici-
pated a win.  I saw no visible conflict or high sensi-
tivity related to what was said among fans, though 
with any game or contest, there are fans who show 
serious passion and support for their favored team 
and strongly desire a W. 

Even inside the stadium and throughout the game 
people showed respect for each other as they 
shouted out responses to the plays.  By the end of 
the game when one team won and the other lost, I 
still observed people around me having respect for 
each other and an understanding of how sports 
contests go. 

What if people with opposing political views or dif-
ferent religious views or even different cultural cus-
toms were able to be so good-natured with each 
other despite differences.  What would that world 
look like?  I venture to say that it would be a utopi-
an world because that is not the reality that we all 
experience when it comes to serious matters like 
politics, religion and cultural differences which de-
fine who we are and our ancestral back-
grounds.  When people think of their specific poli-
tics, religion and cultural customs as the only posi-
tion to support or the RIGHT way to believe and 
live, conflict ensues.  The truth is some people 
spend time trying to “convert” others to believe their 
ideas or use power grabbing strategies to pressure 
others into being followers of their way. 

Our Heavenly Creator also wants us to have full 
trust and belief in a Christ like style of living.  How-
ever, there is no coercion or oppression exerted by 
God to entice us to join team Jesus.  We are given 
free will to decide whether to be followers or 
not.  Just know that God loves us as his children 
and will continue to invite us to know him without 
discrimination or prejudice about where we were 
born, who we affiliate with or what we have done or 
not done. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we 
also ought to love one another. 1 John 4:11 (NIV) 
One way we can effectively love others is to bear 
their burdens — to hear them out when it comes to 
their pains and struggles, and to offer assistance as 
needed or desired.  If we help one another, we can 
all truly learn and grow.  Carry each other’s bur-
dens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of 
Christ. Galatians 6:2 (NIV) 

As we approach Thanksgiving, let’s remember to 
bring love to the table no matter who may be 
around us or whatever differences they may em-
body.  We are on the same team in the kingdom of 
God!                                                                        

-Yvonne- 



Lord, comfort those who will not be 
with their loved ones during the up-
coming holiday season.  Only You 
know the pain and suffering they feel. 
We know You hear every prayer; cry 
to you; and the plea from our hearts.   

 

Thank You, Lord, for each day You 
give us.  May we follow the example 
Jesus has shown us every day. 
Amen 
 

If you have prayer requests and 
praise reports that you would like to 
submit for the newsletter, please mail 
them to  

Mission Possible  

PO Box 11063 

Charlotte, NC 28220. 
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“God is our refuge and strength,  

always ready to help in times of trou-
ble. So we will not fear when earth-
quakes come and the mountains 
crumble into the sea.” Psalm 46: 1-2 
 

Heavenly Father, we praise You and 
thank You that You are always pre-
sent in times of peace and crisis. We 
trust in Your word and Your promises 
to Your children.  Thank You for tak-
ing away our sins so that we may live 
with You forever in Your holy king-
dom!  
 

Help us to count our blessings re-
gardless of our circumstances. Give 
us grateful hearts for Your tender 
mercies.  
 

We lift up all of the world’s lead-
ers.  May they follow You and may 
they serve their countries and people 
to the best of their abilities.   

We lift up all who are in trouble and 
need Your rescue and guidance in 
their lives.  
 

We pray for all who are suffering 
from poor health or are worried about 
their loved ones’ health.  
 

We pray for all who are being re-
leased from prison soon and ask that 
You bring people into their lives who 
can aid them. Help them find hous-
ing, jobs and a loving church for sup-
port.  
 

We pray for our justice system and 
our prison system.  Lord, please 
bring courageous people who can 
bring reform to these systems.  
 

Lord, we ask that our loved ones who 
do not know You, will turn to You for 
their salvation. Soften their hearts 
and set them on Your path for their 
lives.  

Praise and Prayer 

Our Thanksgiving Focus www.gotquestions.org 

The original thanksgiving celebration 
was held by the Pilgrim settlers in 
Massachusetts during their second 
winter in America in December, 1621 
after the the first winter had killed 44 
of the original 102 colonists…The 
next summer brought hope, and Gov-
ernor William Bradford decreed that 
December 13, 1621, be set aside as 
a day of feasting and prayer to show 
the gratitude of the colonists that they 
were still alive. 
These Pilgrims, seeking religious 
freedom and opportunity in America, 
gave thanks to God for His provi-
sion….for the fact that there were no 
hostile Native Americans in that area, 
for their newfound religious freedom, 
and for God’s provision of an inter-
preter to the Native Americans in 
Squanto..Three days were spent in 
feasting and prayer. 
 
From that time forward, Thanksgiving 
has been celebrated as a day to give 
thanks to God for His gracious and 
sufficient provision. President Abra-
ham Lincoln officially set aside the 
last Thursday of November, in 1863, 
“as a day of thanksgiving and praise 
to our beneficent Father.” Since 

1941, the fourth Thursday of Novem-
ber has been observed as Thanks-
giving Day and be a legal holiday. 
 
Scripturally, we find things related to 
the issue of thanksgiving nearly from 
cover to cover. Individuals offered up 
sacrifices out of gratitude in the book 
of Genesis. The Israelites sang a 
song of thanksgiving as they were 
delivered from Pharaoh’s army after 
the crossing of the Red Sea (Exodus 
15)... The book of Psalms is packed 
full of songs of thanksgiving, both for 
God’s grace to the Israelite people as 
a whole through His mighty deeds, 
as well as for His individual graces to 
each of us. 
 
In the New Testament, there are re-
peated admonitions to give thanks to 
God... including the following: 
"Rejoice always, pray without ceas-
ing, in everything give thanks; for this 
is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 
you" (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, 
NKJV) and "Be anxious for nothing, 
but in everything by prayer and sup-
plication, with thanksgiving, let your 
requests be made known to 
God" (Philippians 4:6, NKJV). 

Of all of God’s gifts, the greatest one 
He has given is the gift of His Son, 
Jesus Christ. On the cross of Calvary, 
Jesus paid our sin debt, so a holy and 
just Judge could forgive us our sins 
and give us eternal life as a free 
gift...For this gift of His Son, the gift 
which meets our greatest need, the 
apostle Paul says, "Thanks be to God 
for his indescribable gift!" (2 Corinthi-
ans 9:15). 
 
We, like the Pilgrims, have a choice. 
In life there will always be those things 
that we can complain about (the Pil-
grims had lost many loved ones), but 
there will also be much to be thankful 
for. As our society becomes increas-
ingly secular, the actual “giving of 
thanks to God” during our annual 
Thanksgiving holiday is being over-
looked, leaving only the feasting. May 
God grant that He may find us grateful 
every day for all of His gifts, spiritual 
and material. God is good, and every 
good gift comes from Him (James 
1:17). For those who know Christ, 
God also works everything together 
for good, even events we would not 
necessarily consider good (Romans 
8:28-30). May He find us to be His 
grateful children. 
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6. Men Make Dinner 

7. Fountain Pen 

8. Dunce 

9. Chaos Never Ends 

10. Vanilla Cupcake 

11. Red Lipstick 

12. Pizza with the works except    
Anchovies! 

13. Sandwich, Hug a Musician 

14. Loosen Up and Lighten Up 

15. Clean out your fridge 

16. Check your wipers 

17. Butter 

18. Princess 

19. Have a Bad Day 

20. Pay back your Parents 

21. Red Mitten 

National Day 
of….. 

22. Love your Freckles 

23. Thankful for my Dog 

24. Celebrate your unique Talent 

25. Blase 

26. Jukebox 

27. Slinky, Turtle Adoption 

28. Buy Nothing (Also Black Friday) 

29. Square Dancing 

30. Stay Home Because You’re Well 

 

Banana Pudding 

Lovers Month 

Thanksgiving is not just about the 
turkey and pumpkin pie; it's also 
filled with bizarre and fun traditions 
that have become a part of the holi-
day's identity. Here are some of the 
most wacky traditions that you might 
not have heard of: 

Turkey Toss: In San Carlos, Califor-
nia, the Hiller Aviation Museum 
drops 300 soft, squeezable toy tur-
keys to a waiting crowd below.  

Turducken: A deboned chicken is 
stuffed into a deboned duck, which is 
then stuffed into a deboned turkey, 
creating a three-layered dish.  

Frozen Turkey Bowling: In Boston, 
Massachusetts, high school teams 
compete in a bowling-like event 
where they hurl frozen turkeys down 
a grocery store aisle at bowling pins.  

Dressing Turkeys in Baby One-
sies: In Indianapolis, high school 
athletes dress turkeys in baby one-
sies, light them on fire, and throw 
them across a football field.  

Whipped Cream Food Fight: In 
some families, whipped cream is 
used as a food fight, where it's cata-
pulted at each other during Thanks-
giving dinner.  

These traditions add a unique twist 
to the Thanksgiving celebration, 
making it a day filled with laughter 
and creativity. Whether you're a fan 
of the traditional turkey or the uncon-
ventional, these wacky traditions are 
sure to bring a smile to your face. 

Wacky 
Thanksgiving 

Traditions 

1. Bison 

2. Pumpkin Destruction 

3. Jellyfish 

4. Easy Bake Oven 

5. Wobbly Wednesday 
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