
BLESSING          
God of endings and beginnings, God in the darkness and the light, God, our hope for the journey, 
bless and keep you now and forever. Amen.  

SENDING SONG    “PEOPLE, LOOK EAST”     ELW 248 

DISMISSALௗ         (ELW p. 146)  
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE 

HANGING OF THE GREENS 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

PRELUDE 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVNESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, alive in the world, reviving cre-
ation, arriving soon. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. God of mercy, we confess that 
we have sinned. We trust earthly powers and human authority alone. We grow fearful. We 
cling to false comforts.  

God of might, we confess that we have sinned. We have turned away from our neighbors. We 
have trusted false promises. 

God in our midst, we confess that we have sinned. We plead: come to us. Bring your mercy to 
birth in us. 

A righteous branch springs forth: it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, in whom we have forgiveness, life, 
and mercy. By the power of the Holy Spirit, receive the grace and forgiveness of God through Christ 
Jesus, whose day draws near. Amen. 

GATHERING SONG     “COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS”   ELW 254 

GREETING         (ELW p. 138) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. And also with you. 

KYRIE         (ELW p. 138) 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, 
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY       (ELW p. 142) 
Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to the 
threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLE - Pastor Keith & Cheris Copeland 
“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” ELW 240 

Light one candle to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. He shall bring salvation 
to Israel, God fulfills the promise. 
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FIRST READING: Jeremiah 33:14-16        (NRSV OT p. 903) 
14 The days are surely coming, says the Lකඌ, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to 
spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16 In those days Ju-
dah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: 
“The Lකඌ is our righteousness.” 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13         (NRSV NT p. 249) 
9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because 
of you? 10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore what-
ever is lacking in your faith.  11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our 
way to you. 12 And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, 
just as we abound in love for you. 13 And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may 
be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      (ELW p. 142) 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

GOSPEL: Luke 21:25-36                (NRSV NT p. 104) 
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 25 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress 
among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26 People will faint from fear and 
foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 Then 
they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28 Now when these 
things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing 
near.” 29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30 as soon as they sprout 
leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31 So also, when you see 
these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly I tell you, this genera-
tion will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will not pass away. 34 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation 
and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35 like a 
trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36 Be alert at all times, praying 
that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before 
the Son of Man.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “HARK! A THRILLING VOICE IS SOUNDING!”  ELW 246 

CREED         (ELW p. 104) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seat-
ed at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the                
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION           
….Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

...in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
 

 

PEACE  

OFFERING 

 CHOIR ANTHEM  “WHEN HE COMES” – LLOYD LARSON 

OFFERING RESPONSE           ELW  186 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from 
your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

OFFERING PRAYER        
Let us pray. God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with 
them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of 
your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

DIALOGUE          (ELW p. 144) 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE          (ELW p. 144) 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your peo-
ple with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day 
when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY        (ELW p. 144) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

LORD’S PRAYER         (ELW p. 145)  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION   

COMMUNION 
All are welcome to God’s table of Grace! There are gluten free wafers and grape juice available. 

COMMUNION SONG        (ELW p. 146) 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take 
away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world; grant us peace. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION      (ELW P. 146)   
Let us pray. God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry 
will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness 
of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

 


