COMMUNION SONG (ELW p.208)

u ’

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; you suffered death our lives to save: Salnt L“ke S Lutheran Chll I‘Ch

have mercy now, we pray. O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; you set us

free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray. O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all ?ézhgellca)?t;k ﬁgag8209 The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

the world away; eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray. (704) 523.7981 July 27, 2025

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at your

table with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your people in the WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Xorld, and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. PRELUDE

men.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVNESS

BLESSING In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; and the life of ) . . . .

the Spirit bless you and give you peace. Amen. Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. Merciful God, you free us to love others, but we ne-
glect our neighbors and follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,

SENDING SONG “ON OUR WAY REJOICING” ELW 537 but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience, kindness,

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 209) and generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God P- give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of life. Amen.

POSTLUDE You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross of Christ, and
through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new

ALTAR FLOWERS creation. Amen.
In Glory to God for the Memory of Rhonda Crisp’s mother, Woodie. GATHERING SONG “GOD IS HERE!” ELW 526

GREETING (ELW p. 203)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. And also with you.

KYRIE (ELW p. 203)

Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer. We come to hear your living word; it
saves us from despair. Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin. Pour out your grace
and make us whole that new life may begin. Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS CONTACT US: depart. Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts!
PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 205)
The Rev. Dr. Keith Copeland Pastor - Rev. Dr. Keith Copeland: Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready to hear than we are to pray,
Chris Micci, Organ button pusher S ’ and you gladly give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us your abundant mercy. For-
(704) 201-6633 give us those things that weigh on our conscience, and give us those good things that come only
Assisting Minister:  Tracey Perez pastorkeith@stlukeselca.org through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
CHILDREN’S CHURCH SUMMER PROGRAM
Greeter: Rhonda Crisp Financial Recording Specialist, Kathy West;
o FIRST READING: Genesis 18:20-32 (NRSV OT p.17)
Reader: Yvonne Poole Ritchie west@stlukeselca.org *Then the LORD said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and how very grave
Communion Yvonne Poole Ritchie & _ o S . their sin! “' | must go down and see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that
Office Administrator — Ami-Luise Vucovich; has come to me, and if not, | will know.” “*So the men turned from there and went toward Sodom,
Assistants: Dreema Brunnemer office@stlukeselca.org while Abraham remained standing before the LORD. ** Then Abraham came near and said, “Will you
Audio/Video: indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked? ** Suppose there are fifty righteous Wi}g‘i” the city;
_ Church Website - www.stlukeselca.org will you then sweep away the place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in it? =" Far be it
Ushers: Rhonda Crisp from you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the
Altar Guild: wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” ° And the IEQRD
’ Mailing Address said, “If | find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, | will forgive the whole place for their sake.”
Altar Flowers: Rhonda Crisp Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to my lord, | who am but dust and ashes.
Eriandship Room:  NO FRIENDSHIP ROOM P.O. Box 11063 Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Wil you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And
P : Charlotte, NC 28220-1063 he said, “I will not destroy it if | find forty-five there.” *° Again he spoke to him, “Suppose forty are
found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty | will not do it.” *° Then he said, “Oh, do not let my




lord be angry if | speak Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if | find thirty
there.” *' He said, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to mzy lord. Suppose twenty are found there.”
He answered, “For the sake of twenty | will not destroy it.” *“ Then he said, “Oh, do not let my lord be
angry if | speak just once more. Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten |
will not destroy it.”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Colossians 2:6-15 (NRSV NT p.245)

° As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to walk in him, rooted and built up
in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. ®Watch out
that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition,
according to the elemental prlnC|pIes of the world, and not accordlng to Christ. ? For in him the whole
fullness of delt}/ dwells bodily, ' and you have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler
and authority. '’ In him also you were circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by the removal of the
body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; '“when you were buried with him in baptlsm you were
also raised with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. "* And when
you were dead in trespasses and the unC|rcumC|S|on of your flesh, God made you alive together with
him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, erasmg the record that stood against us with its legal
demands He set this aside, nailing it to the cross. '° He disarmed the rulers and authorities and
made a public example of them, triumphing over them in it.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 205)
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. Let it burn like fire within us; speak
until our hearts are stirred. Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: Luke 11:1-13 (NRSV NT p.88)
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

'[Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him,
“Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” So he said to them “‘When you pray, say:
Father, ,may your name be revered as holy. May your kingdom come. ° Give us each day our daily
bread. * And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. And do not bring
us to the time of trial.” ° And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at
midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, ° for a friend of mine has arrived,
and | have nothing to set before him.” ” And he answers from Wlthln ‘Do not bother me; the door has
already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; | cannot get up and give you anything.’ °|
tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anythlng out of friendship, at least because of
his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs. *“So | say to you, Ask and it will be
given to you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. "’ For everyone
who asks recelves and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be
opened. ' Is there anyone among you who, if your child asked for a fISh would give a snake instead
of a fish? "“ Or if the child asked for an egg, would give a scorpion? "° If you, then, who are evil, know
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit
to those who ask him!”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY “WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS” ELW 742

CREED (ELW p. 105)
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
...God of grace, hear our prayer.

...and hope in you, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
PEACE

OFFERING
ORGAN OFFERTORY

OFFERING RESPONSE ELW 188
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from
your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of your
salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit.

OFFERING PRAYER

Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful. Strengthen
us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work for the good of all;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 206)
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE (ELW p. 207)

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 207)

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest, Hosanna in the highest,

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 207)

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 208)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.

COMMUNION
All are welcome to God's table of Grace! Individually wrapped gluten free wafers are available for
you to pick up from the table in front of the baptismal font.



