THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
...Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

...We look with hope for his coming. Come, Lord Jesus.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised.

COMMUNION

Christ, our Host, bids all welcome to God's Table of Grace! Individually wrapped gluten-free wafers
are available for you to pick-up from the table in front of the Baptismal Font. Grape juice is also
available

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 154)

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take
away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the
hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim
the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord look
upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen.

SENDING SONG “ON JORDAN'’S BANK THE BAPTIST’S CRY” ELW 249

DISMISSAL
Go now in peace, preparing The Way of the Lord. Amen! Thanks be to God!
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent and make a
new beginning. As the darkness increases we turn toward the approaching light of Christ. For
Christians he is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes all, especially the poor and
meek of the earth. We wait with hope for that day when the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and there
will be no more hurt or destruction. From the Lord’s table we are sent in the spirit of John the Baptist
to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God has come near.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVNESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth, our light
and our salvation. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Long-expected God, we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you
can provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on the ways of
war. We become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping awake. Free us from self-
reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. Increase our trust in God’s tim-
ing, and awaken us to your advent among us, that we may abound in the hope you have
promised. Amen.

God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. You are freed and
forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior. Amen.

GATHERING SONG “AWAKE! AWAKE, AND GREET THE NEW MORN ” ELW 242

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. And also with you.

KYRIE (ELW p. 147)
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 148)
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his. This is
the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn
of all creation: Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever.
Amen. This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his
reign. Alleluia. Alleluia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture
our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLE - LOVE CANDLE - Tamara Viar
“LIGHT ONE CANDLE TO WATCH FOR MESSIAH” Vs 2 ELW 240

Light two candles to watch for the Messiah: let the light banish darkness. He shall feed the
flock of shepherd, gently lead them homeward.

CHILDREN’S CHURCH - FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT

FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1-5 (NRSV OT p. 784)

' A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. “ The
spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and
might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. ° His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see or decide by what his ears hear, * but with righteousness he
shall judge for the poor and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth; he shall strlke the
earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the W|oked °Righteous-
ness shall be the belt around his waist and faithfulness the belt around his loins. ° The wolf shall live
with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf and the lion will feed together, and a
little child shall lead them. ' The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. ® The nursmg9 child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the
weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. “ They will not hurt or destroy on all my holg/
mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.
that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of h|m, and
his dwelling shall be glorious.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Romans 15:4-13 (NRSV NT p. 199)

""Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from sleep.
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; ' the night i is far gone; the day is
near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; ' let us walk decent-
ly as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarrel-
ing and jealousy. ' Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to
gratify its desires.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 151)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12 (NRSV NT p. 3)
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

"In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the
klngdom of heaven has come near.” ° This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he
said, “The vorce of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths
straight.” ”* Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food

was locusts and wild honey °Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around the Jordan
were going out to him, ° and they were baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins.

"But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for h|s baptism, he said to them,
“You brood of V|pers' Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? ° Therefore, bear fruit worthy
of repentance and do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for |
tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. '’ Even now the ax is lying at
the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown
into the fire. "' “I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is more
powerful than I, and | am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and
fire. '“ His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshlng floor and will gather his wheat
into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY “COMFORT, COMFORT NOW MY PEOPLE ” ELW 256

CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
...God of grace, hear our prayer.

...trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. Amen.
PEACE

OFFERING
ORGAN OFFERTORY

OFFERTORY HYMN ELW 188
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from
your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of your salva-
tion, and uphold me with your free Spirit.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with
them our very lives. Teach us to hold steadfast in your hope as we care for all those in need until the
coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 152)
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE (ELW p. 153)

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 153)

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest.



