St. Luke’s Lutheran Church
Charlotte, North Carolina
Service of Holy Communion

Baptism of Our Lord
January 9, 2022
10:00 am

CONGREGATIONAL HAPPENINGS
We are a church that encourages living and sharing God’s love.
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Contemporary Bible Class is meeting from 9:00 to 9:45am in the Conference
Room.
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Sunday, January 16 immediately following worship, held in the sanctuary at
11:00 a.m.
Agenda:

Ratify 2022 Budget
Elect 2022 Congregation Council
Receive End-of-Year Reports
Receive Planning Committee Report

Quorum is necessary for this meeting, so all members please place this on your
calendar.
VENMO IS NOW AVAILABLE
Our Venmo account is live! We are now able
to take Offerings from your phone. Go to your
App Store to download the Venmo App and
sign up. Once you are signed up, you can use
your camera and our QR Code to make your
offerings.
BOY SCOUT BBQ
Once again. it is time for the annual Boy Scout
Troop 355 BBQ. It will be held on Friday
January 21, 2022. There will be further
information forthcoming.
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Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption
as God’s children, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised company of
almighty God when we “pass through the waters . . . the rivers . . . fire.” On this
day the heavens open again for this assembly, and we receive the gift of God’s
Beloved, Jesus, in bread and wine.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit gathers us together as the people of God.
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
RINGING OF THE CHIMES
The assembly stands
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who creates us,
redeems us,
and calls us by name.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
and your beloved children.
We have turned our faces away from your glory
when it did not appear as we expected.
We have rejected your word
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when it made us confront ourselves.
We have failed to show hospitality
to those you called us to welcome.
Accept our repentance for the things we have done
and the things we have left undone.
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe
in the glory of your Son born among us,
and reflect your love for all creation.
Amen.
Rejoice in this good news:
In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven.
You are descendants of the Most High,
adopted into the household of Christ,
and inheritors of eternal life.
Live as freed and forgiven children of God.
Amen.
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GATHERING SONG

“Bright and Glorious Is the Sky”
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed
him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in
your service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
The assembly sits.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
The children may come forward to the chancel steps.
Jesus said, “Let the children come. Do not stop
them but urge them on for to these the kingdom of
heaven belongs.” As they grow in their faith, the
church will grow strong. Jesus said, “Let the
children come.”
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 60:1-6
Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her because the light of
God’s presence is in her midst. The bountiful food of the sea and the profits of
international trade will come streaming to Jerusalem and thereby declare God’s
praise.
A reading from Isaiah.
Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
2For darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the LORD will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.
3Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
1

Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
5Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
6A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.
4

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 29 (Read responsively by whole verse)
The voice of the LORD is upon the waters. (Ps. 29:3)
Ascribe to the LORD, you gods,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name;
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
4The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice;
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.
5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees;
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
6the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
7The voice of the LORD
bursts forth in lightning flashes.
8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!”
10The LORD sits enthroned above the flood;
the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore.
11O LORD, give strength to your people;
give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.
1

SECOND READING: Matthew 2:1-12
God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king.
Strangers from a faraway land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel.
A Reading from Matthew.
1In

the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men
from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him
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homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he
inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ”
7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact
time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go
and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word
so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they
set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising,
until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star
had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw
the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then,
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for
their own country by another road.
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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“Alleluia”

GOSPEL: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the Baptist
insists that he is not the Messiah; instead he points ahead to one who is coming. And
whether the voice of God was heard by all or only by Jesus, God settles the matter:
Jesus is God’s beloved Son.
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.
15As

the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of
them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is
coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his
threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will
burn with unquenchable fire.”
21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been
baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven,
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly sits
SERMON
The assembly stands
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Pastor Jeffrey Ingold

HYMN OF THE DAY

“Crashing Waters at Creation”

NICENE CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
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of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray
for the church, the world, and all that God has made. You are invited to kneel as
you are able.
A brief silence
By the Holy Spirit, you gather your church and send it out in mission to share the
good news of Jesus. Inspire your faithful people to be fervent in prayer and
service, that all people know they are precious in God’s sight.
God of grace, hear our prayer.
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You reveal your love and power through water and the Spirit. Guard rivers, seas,
and all bodies of water from destruction and pollution. Secure access to clean
water for all and protect the land from drought and flood.
God of grace, hear our prayer.
Establish among the nations the blessings of peace. Raise up leaders who will
protect vulnerable people in their care. Strengthen advocates who risk reputation
or retaliation for the sake of mercy and justice.
God of grace, hear our prayer.
You protect us through the fires and troubled waters of this life. Assure us that
we will not be cut off from you by illness or despair, anxiety or pain, confusion or
weakness. Comfort all who are in need especially Bill Robertson upon the
untimely death of his son, Eric, Jim West, Bonnie Jones, Ann, Susan Taylor’s sister,
Wesley Stolen, Amy Landers, Thomas Frick Jr, Harvey, Beth - Dale McKee’s mom,
Ethan, Carrie, Ted & Tanner – Son and grandson to Judy Hall, Elsie, Diana, Betty &
Julia, Bill, Carol C., Carol R., Ashley, Stan & Deborah, Donna, Lucille, and Ernest
and Virginia.
God of grace, hear our prayer.
We pray also for the members of our congregation who are unable to join our
worship in person especially Anna Vee Rice, Margaret Brown, Phyllis Burnett, Pat
Eatman, Virginia Floyd, Eva Franz, Carrie Graves, Pat Thorne, and Elsie Robinson.
God of grace, hear our prayer.
We are joined in baptism to Christ and to one another. Bless those who are newly
baptized and those who are preparing for baptism. Help us to be faithful in
fellowship, worship, evangelism, service, and justice-seeking.
God of grace, hear our prayer.
You created each of your saints for your glory. We give thanks for those you have
called by name into your eternal embrace. Comfort us in grief and release us from
fear.
God of grace, hear our prayer.
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Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of
our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
PEACE
The Peace of the Newborn Prince of Peace be with you always.
And also with you.
As the sharing of the Peace concludes, the assembly is seated

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING
With an abundance of caution, we are receiving
your physical offerings in the black drop box
located in the narthex as you enter/exit the
sanctuary. You may also choose to give
electronically using the QR code below.
Please know your continued generosity helps to
resource the ministry of St. Luke’s and beyond.
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ANTHEM

“In This Very Room”

In this very room
There's quite enough love
For one like me
And in this very room
There's quite enough joy
For one like me
And there's quite enough hope
And quite enough power
To chase away any gloom
For Jesus Lord Jesus
Is in this very room

Arranged by Ron and Carol Harris
And in this very room
There's quite enough love
For all of us
And in this very room
There's quite enough joy
For all of us
And there's quite enough hope
And quite enough power
To chase away any gloom
For Jesus Lord Jesus
Is in this very room

And in this very room
There's quite enough love
For all the world
And in this very room
There's quite enough joy
For all the world
And there's quite enough hope
And quite enough power
To chase away any gloom
For Jesus Lord Jesus
Is in this very room

The assembly stands
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OFFERING SONG

“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”
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OFFERING PRAYER
Blessed are you, O God,
Sovereign of the universe.
You offer us new beginnings
and guide us on our journey.
Lead us to your table,
nourish us with this heavenly food,
and prepare us to carry your love
to a hungry world,
in the name of Christ our light.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.
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We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again,
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,
not as we ought but as we are able;
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,
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and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,
may be formed to live as your holy people
and be given our inheritance with all your saints.
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.

THE LORDS PRAYER
As once you taught your disciples, even now teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to God’s table.
There is a place for you and enough for all.
The assembly is seated
[By Christ Jesus’ invitation all are welcome to the table to receive Holy
Communion. There is gluten free host (Body of Christ) as well as grape juice (Blood
of Christ) available. Simply make your request known as you approach the
communion ministers. Those who do not commune, but desire a blessing, present
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with arms across your body, hands on shoulders, that way the ministers will know
to offer you a blessing. Once you have received communion, please discard your cup
in the receptacle on the return aisles, making your way back to your seat for
personal prayer (you may utilize the kneeler if you wish)].
MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION
The assembly stands
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you into
eternal life.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We give you thanks, gracious God,
for we have feasted on the abundance of your house.
Send us to bring good news
and to proclaim your favor to all,
strengthened with the richness of your grace
in your Son, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
BLESSING
God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness,
who rejoices over you,
and who calls you by name,
☩ bless your going out and your coming in,
today and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG

“O Lord, Now Let Your Servant”

SENDING INTO MISSION
Go with Christ into a weary world.
Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS
Rev. Jeffrey R. Ingold, Pastor
D. Jan McCoy, Organist/Director of Music Ministry

10:00am
Assisting Minister:
Greeter:
Reader:
Communion Assistants:
Audio/Video:
Ushers:
Altar Guild:

Dreema Brunnemer
Marilyn Schuster
Julie Fosbinder
Julie Fosbinder & Rebekah Woodward
Chris Behm & Ami-Luise Vucovich
Paul Sullivan
Terri Wells

CONGREGATION COUNCIL
Wanda Ebright, president
Terri Wells, vice-president
Emily Phillips, secretary
John Hofland, treasurer
Kristen Connor, Julie Fosbinder, Alex Jenkins, Lisa Rhyne,
Pete Schmidt, David Sweet, Jon Wolff, Rebekah Woodward
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CHURCH STAFF
Pastor –
Office Administrator –
Business Administrator –
Director of Music Ministry –
Custodian Church Website –
Office Phone -
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Jeffrey Ingold; pastoringold@stlukeselca.org
Ami-Luise Vucovich; office@stlukeselca.org
Kathy West; west@stlukeselca.org
D. Jan McCoy; djanmccoy@yahoo.com
Archie Hayes
stlukeselca.org
(704) 523-7981

