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PASTOR’S PEN 

Dear Friends, 
 
For many of you reading 
this article, the Superbowl 
is the BIG event of the 
winter months.  Of course, 
with the Chiefs winning 
the Superbowl this year, 
it’s likely to be one of the 
BIG events of the whole 
year for many of us. But 
for me, historically, my fa-
vorite BIG event of the 
winter happens THIS 
month: Sunday, March 
12th, the Academy 
Awards! 

 
A few weeks ago, a colleague of 
mine met me for breakfast with 
an idea.  He is a Presbyterian 
minister and big movie fan like 
me.  He asked me if I would like 
to do a YouTube video discussing 
the spiritual themes of the Acade-
my Award nominees.  “Would  

 
I!!” I answered enthusiastically.  
“I would LOVE to!”  I have 
wanted to be some kind of film 
commentator ever since I discov-
ered Gene Siskell and   Roger 
Ebert when I was eight years old. 
 
There was only one problem.  I 
have seen very few movies this 
year.  In fact, I have only seen 
two movies that have been nomi-
nated for any Oscar this year, and 
one of those was Top Gun: Mav-
erick. And, who hasn’t seen that 
movie yet?  By this time of the 
year, I am scrambling trying to 
watch every movie nominated for 
one of the top awards.  I am 
ashamed to call myself a movie 
fan… 
I do like using movie, or play, 
language as a metaphor for our 
spiritual journey.  I have a list of 
favorite directors: Scorsese, the 
Coen brothers, Nolan to name a 
few.  If they have a new movie 
out, I am likely to go see it.   
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 3/5 3/11 3/18 3/25

Cooks Lifestream 
Jolene Patterson & Bar-

bara Mullins 

Sarah Spear, Jane 

Bugele & Jean Weekley 

Beth Bonney & Francie 

Turnure 

Packers Lifestream Angie & Ian McCracken 
Debbie Bandy & Mauri 

Truesdell 
The Gruber’s 

Drivers Lifestream 

The Kempf'‘s, 

McCracken’s, & Carpen-

ter’s 

Val Baldwin, Vivian 

Marshall & Kathy Rogers 

The Brehe’s,  Gruber’s,  

& Anglin’s 

  

 

(continued from page 1) 

A director guides the actors through the story.  
Often, when an actor follows and submits to 
good direction, their performance excels.  In a 
similar manner, when we follow God’s direc-
tion, like it says in the above quote from the 
37th Psalm, our lives excel.  Though we may 
stumble, we will not fall, because God holds us 
by the hand. 
However, all too often, we see ourselves as the 
Director, not one of the many actors.  We want 
to run the show. We think we know what the 
other actors should say or do.  We want to dic-
tate the lights, the scenery, even the plot of the 
story!  However, when we expend so much en-
ergy trying to control, direct and change things 
we have no power over, we spin our wheels.  
Worse than that, we live under the illusion of 
self-sufficiency.  We think “I’ve got this.  I 

don’t need help.  I certainly don’t need God.  I 
know what’s best for me.” 
 
Good actors value good direction.  Good disci-
ples depend on divine direction.  When we try 
to control people and circumstances around us, 
we are playing God.  We are trying to be the 
director of God’s creation and Kingdom.  And 
the truth is…we’re not good at being God.  In 
fact, we are cataclysmic failures at it.  We de-
pend on God’s guidance.  We let go of control 
and allow God to direct us.  Only when we re-
linquish control to God’s direction can we spir-
itually thrive in this life. 
 
And remember, God delights in every detail of 
our life.  God is our director; we are but actors 
playing out God’s will on earth.  Though we 
may stumble, we will not fall. 

 
Blessings, 
Pastor Pat 

You are welcome to join us as 

we celebrate baby Bennett turn-

ing ONE! Wow, how fast time 

flies by! Gifts are not necessary 

to attend, but if you would like 

to buy him something you are 

welcome to, I just ask that you 

do not buy any toys, we are over 

run by toys at home. Books are 

always great! He loves them!  

Thank you! ~Jaime 
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Meals on Wheels (MOW) is our Mission on 
Weekends (MOW) 

It’s been a very rewarding and successful year 
for the Meals on Wheels mission program.  We 
have 3 cooking teams who plan menus, shop for 
and prepare meals 3 weeks a month (2nd, 3rd 
and 4th Saturdays.)  Other member volunteers 
show up faithfully every Saturday morning to 
package the prepared meals and deliver them to 
our clients. 

 Lifestream Church is responsible for the 
1st Saturday and the Methodist church prepares 
the meal for the 5th Saturday (in our kitchen) 
which Peace Lutheran delivers. 

 In 2022 PCW volunteered over 1000 hours 
of their time - planning, shopping, prepping, 
packaging and delivering over 2800 meals. 

 We were fortunate enough last year to 
have had substantial grant funding for this mis-
sion but we won’t have as much funding availa-
ble in 2023 so we are having to make adjust-
ments.  Beginning in March we will be providing 
one meal per client each weekend instead of 2 
and instead of buying desserts we would like to 
provide homemade desserts whenever possible. 

 Donations from Panera Bread will provide 
some of these baked items, but we would like to 
develop “Cookie Teams.”  The ingredients will 
be supplied, but we are hoping people will help 
with the preparation, baking and/or packag-
ing.  Any desserts have to be prepared in our 
commercial kitchen since we are serving the 
public so we can’t accept items made at home.   

 This would not be an extensive time com-
mitment.  We typically serve 35-40 people a 
week so 6 dozen cookies would cover one 
week.  We have a new chest freezer in the kitch-
en so you or your team can bake when you want 
and freeze for future use.  Children are invited to 
join teams….you can make it a family af-
fair.  Our cooks will assist as much as possi-

ble.  If you only want to come in and bake and 
package the cookies, a cook can have the dough 
ready for you.  

 We plan to shop for meat and chicken 
when it’s on sale and in order to keep it fresh we 
will use a vacuum sealer.  If you’d like to help 
with that part of this mission we can arrange a 
time for a vacuum sealing party.  This event 
wouldn’t take place very often and would require 
no cooking skills and little clean-up! 

 We are establishing a rotating schedule for 
our entrees to simplify shopping and inventory 
maintenance.  As needed in the future we will 
provide a list of needed recipe ingredients.  If 
you are able to provide any of the items we re-
quest, please know that every extra pound of pas-
ta, can of soup, jar of spaghetti sauce, etc. that is 
donated will be a tremendous help! 

 We welcome anyone interested in support-
ing this mission.  If you prefer washing dishes to 
cooking…we have a place for you.  If you want 
to be a cook’s assistant and chop vegetables in-
stead of plan menus…we have a place for 
you.  If you want to deliver meals but don’t want 
to go alone we can pair you up with someone.   

If you want to help pack the lunches into bags 
for delivery …we have a place for you. If you 
just want to sit and visit while others cook…
that’s ok too. 

 Supporting this mission doesn’t commit 
you to a specific number of hours or monthly 
time commitment.  We need people as back up if 
someone can’t fill their assigned spot. Being part 
of this mission is such a delicious opportunity for 
fellowship and it is so rewarding to know you are 
helping those less fortunate. 

 

Remember as Jesus said “for I was hungry 
and you gave me food…”. Matthew 25:35 
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Harvest Table event on March 4! 

Saturday, March 4 is coming up soon and this is our first of four Harvest 
Table dates for this 2023 year! Please see the volunteer sign-up that is 
posted on the bulletin board outside the church office. We are looking for 
13 volunteers, two to arrive early at 3pm, all the others to arrive at 4:30pm 
and we generally get done about 6:30pm. Please come and check out this 
wonderful mission opportunity to give back to our community with the 
serving of a warm meal to our friends and neighbors who just want com-
panionship and the chance to sit and enjoy this meal. The Harvest Table 
group serves a warm meal every Saturday evening at 5pm at St. Peter’s UCC and it is a very 
popular place to be with about 120 meals served every week! 

Our other 2023 Harvest Table dates are: May 20, August 5, November 11. Any questions, 
just ask Gretchen Farrell. Thank you! 

Don’t Be Late 
to Church 
Sunday March 
12th! Be Sure 

to Change Your Clocks the 
Night Before! Daylight Sav-
ings Begins!  

Each year the Presbytery sends us a bill for Per Capita, each month 
the church contributes $250 to a designated Per Capita account to 

help cover this bill at the end of the year. Members are encouraged to 
help the church cover their amounts. Anything helps, even if it is 

$5.00!  
2023 Per Capita is $35.00/Person 

Growing Young Continues 

Our congregation wide study on “Growing Young” con-
tinues this month.  Both Monday night and Thursday 
morning groups meet in person and by Zoom.  Zoom 
links are available on our website: 
www.presbywashmo.org  

Thursday, March 2 at 10am – Chapters 5-6 

Monday, March 6 at 7pm – Chapters 5-6 

Thursday, March 9 at 10am – Chapters 7-8 

Monday, March 13 at 7pm – Chapters 7-8 

March Birthdays 

3/2 Jonathan Farrell 

3/3 Anna Mae 

Boehmer 

3/3 Jim Conley 

3/4 Emily Bounds 

3/4 Bill Kellermann 

3/7 Jan Eade 

3/10 Bennett Pope 

3/15 Sarah Spear 

3/18 Denise Brauer 

3/19 Tom Farrell 

3/20 Debbie Bandy 

3/20 Sharon Fenner 

3/20 Betsy Greer 

Potluck Dinner – March 28th 

On Tuesday, March 28th at 5:30pm we will gather 
for another potluck dinner.  This month’s speak-

ers will be Billy and Dennis Kramme who will dis-
cuss the mission of the Bethel Hills community in 
Dutzow.  They will also discuss the many ways we 
can volunteer for them.  We will also hear more 
details about our upcoming intergenerational 
mission trip to Bethel Hills in June.  A signup 
sheet will be posted soon. So, keep an eye out. 
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Youth Trip to Synagogue 
On Friday night, March 3rd, 
the youth and volunteers will 
be attending a Shabbat service 
at Congregation Temple Isra-
el.  We will meet with the 
Rabbi and then be welcomed 
into their worship service.  
Youth should bring money for 
dinner following the event.  
We will be carpooling from 
the church at 4pm. 

Easter Egg Hunt – April 8
th

  
Save the date!  This year’s 
Easter Egg Hunt will be Sat-
urday, April 8th.  We will 
need candy donations and 
volunteer egg fillers.  More 
information coming soon! 

Easter Morning Worship 
Schedule  
April 9

th
.  

8:30am – Outdoor Worship 
Service (livestream not 
available) 
No Sunday School Classes 
9:30am – Fellowship Hour/
Choir Rehearsal 
10:15am – Easter Cantata 

Valentine’s Dinner Thank you! 

What a Night!!!  Huge thank you to 
everyone who attended arguably one of 
the best Valentine’s Dinner ever served 
at PCW.  The beef tenderloin and lob-
ster tails were delicious.  And   shout 
outs to Joe Hagan, who prepared the 
tenderloin, Gretchen Farrell who pre-
pared the chocolate ganache dessert, 

Jolene Patterson who supplied the 
champagne, and all who helped in any 
way.  We are already making plans for 
next year so save the date: February 

10, 2024. God Bless!  Tom Farrell  
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Liturgist : 

Christy Eckert 

Greeters: 

Steve & Nancy Se-

bastian 

Ushers 

3/5  

Linda Booher & 

Kathy Rogers 

3/12  

Steve Sebastian & 

Alex Benedict 

3/19   

Sarah Spear & Vivi-

an Marshall 

3/26  

Christy Eckert & 

Michele Zumsteg 

Sound 

3/5  

Scott Brauer 

3/12  

Kevin Carpenter 

3/19  

Mark Thayer 

3/26  

Tom Ellenberger 

New T-Shirts 

Thank you to everyone who has al-
ready ordered their new PCW polo 
shirts.  If you still need to order yours, 
you can contact the church office.  
Shirts are $25 each. The new shirts 
are a sharp sky-blue color with our 
new maroon and gold church logo.  
The shirts are available in men’s and 
women's sizes small to XXXL. And, in 
youth sizes youth XS to youth XL. The 
shirts will be a wonderful way of iden-
tifying ourselves at events such as the 
book sale, harvest table, parades, the 
Easter Egg Hunt and other big events. 

Maundy Thursday – 7pm April 6th 

Save the date for this year’s Maundy Thurs-
day worship service, 7pm on April 2nd.  

This service never fails to be a moving and 
impactful worship experience.  More infor-

mation will be coming soon. 

Our next monthly church Scrip order is 
scheduled for Sunday, March 5th, so please 
get your orders in before 12noon on that Sun-
day!   

You can bring your order form and payment to worship that 
Sunday and give to Becky Vogt OR leave in the Scrip basket 
in the church office OR you can easily leave your order form 
and payment in the Scrip basket in the church office at any 
time during the week OR you can place your order all 
ONLINE at www.raiseright.com (please note, new website 
address). It is all quite easy, quick, and contactless and your 
order can be personally delivered to your doorstep at your 
convenience, if you would like or it will be ready to pick up 
the following Sunday after worship. 
Please check out all the merchants on our order form plus 
there are 800+ more merchants online!! All can be ordered 
on Sunday, March 5th. All the great rebates go directly and 
immediately to our church. 
Any questions? Please contact this month’s Presby Scrip 
coordinator, Becky Vogt or Gretchen Farrell or Kathy Fron-
ing. 
 

PRESBY SCRIP PROGRAM 
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April Book Sale 

Can you believe this will be our 13th Annual Community Book Sale this year? And we just keep 
getting bigger and better! Our upcoming April Book Sale dates are Friday and Saturday, 
April 28 and 29, 2023, from 8am – 6pm. Plus, we are continuing to have our Thursday 
night, April 27th TEACHERS NIGHT where we give out FREE classroom books to any and all 
teachers! From 6pm – 8pm Thursday, 4/27, we actually GIVE out boxes and boxes of books to 
very happy teachers and it is GREAT! They get the first look at our Book Sale and it really is 
wonderful.  

 We take about ten days to set up our Book Sale (no heavy lifting required, as that will al-
ready be done!), starting on Monday, April 17 – Thursday, April 27, usually about 9am – 3pm. 
We hope to get out early and be done on our last day! We would really love some help with 
loosely organizing book categories on the tables. We are looking for four to five more people to 
take on two or three categories and just be responsible for those tables looking neat and tidy for 
the Book Sale. We have actually formed a Book Sale Committee this year and would love to 
have a few more members to help with ideas, changing things up, and especially to organize 
during set-up days. Please see Gretchen Farrell for more info or to sign-up. 

 Do you have any books to donate? If you are a church member or friend, please feel free 
to drop them off at the church and place outside the Fellowship Hall kitchen area at any time. 
Gretchen will monitor that area and store them until the sale. If you know of anyone in the 
Washington area that would like to donate, and we have MANY people that are looking for 
places to drop off book boxes, please tell them the public drop off dates and times match our set
-up days: Monday, April 17-26, 9am – 3pm (we will NOT take any books on our last set-up day 
on Thursday 4/27 so we can keep our sanity intact!) 

 Please look for our volunteer sign-up form soon for any set-up days and, especially, for 
our two day Book Sale. We can use all the help possible as it will get busy!! At the Sale, we need 
people to direct customers to certain areas (we have maps!), people to help check-out (very 
easy!), people to help bag books (super easy!), and, in general, people to help answer questions 
(generally easy, but Gretchen and Kathy are here for the tough questions!). 

 Did you know that we have several different types of missions that we do at our Book 
Sale? We have a collection tub at check out for the YMCA Literacy Program and tithe 10% of 
our total sales to them, we donate any and all classroom books to teachers from Pre-School 
through College, plus we donate to at least eight different agencies each year from overseas 
mission groups needing bibles, to prisons needing soft covered calming reading material, to 
Senior Centers wanting any reading material and many more. 

 Please come by our April Book Sale, check out our large 20,000+ items, pull up a cozy 
chair and try a book out, come buy a cup of coffee or donut and read at our new reading room 
area and support this wonderful big event at our church! Look for flyers at church soon and 
stayed tuned for them on social media. SPEAD THE WORD! And, YES, tell anyone that we take 
credit cards, debit cards, plastic gift cards for payment via Square besides the usual cash and 
check.  

 

Any questions? Just contact Gretchen Farrell. 
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Eddie & Sarah McGurthy & family  
(daughter and son-in-law of Ollie & Virginia Whyte) 
Patricia Hucke (daughter of Kay Hucke) 
Pam Evangelist (sister of Sharon Fenner) 
Grady Thayer (Grandson of Mark & Robbin Thayer)  
Phyllis Rocco (Lois Kempf’s Sister-in-Law)  
Loyd & Louise Gordy (Parents of Beth Brehe)  
Betsy Hazel (Daughter in Law of Kay Hazel)  
Jane Lohmyer (Sister of Barbara Hagan)  
Betty Buerk (Becky Vogt’s Cousin)  
Wendy Dennison (friend of Rebecca Brehe) 
Howard Thiesmann (friend of Tom Kempf) 
Dennis Whitworth (friend of Anna Mae) 
Lauren Kellermann (daughter of Bill and Pamela) 
Dora Ficklin and Parents (Great Granddaughter of Gary and Beth Brehe) 
Bob Turnure (husband of Francie Turnure) 
Andrea Brown (Daughter-in-law of Dean and Aneeta) 
Ric Guthrie (Son in Law of Vivian Marshall)  
Michael Fortner (friend of Marcy and Jeffrey Su) 
Michael Lacy (Friend of Francie & Bob)  
Carol Perkins (Friend of Karen Ladd)  
Josh Kresse (Mauri’s Son in Law)  
George Brehe (Brother of Gary)  
George Miller (Heather's Husband) 
Ralph (Nancy Thater’s Father in Law)  
Anna Roetheli (Wife of Ken Roetheli)   
Peyton Valiquette (Pat’s Step Nephew) 
Joann Schulz (Aunt of Karen Gruber)  
Stacy Cliatt (Kathy Roger’s Cousin)  
Charlie Ninness (Former Employee)  
The Family of Michael Lacy (Friend of Francie)  
John Howe (Family Member of the Eade’s)  
Sherry Shehan (Cousin of Kathy Roger’s) 
Silas Su (Son of Marci & Jeffrey Su)  

 
MEMBERS WITH CONTINUING NEEDS  

Scott McCracken, Heather Miller, Joy Kopp, Jan Eade, Karla Becker, Jamie Tucker, Sid Thayer, Bill Keller-

mann, Jocelyn VanBuskirk, Barbara Hagan, Brian Hall, Ollie Whyte, Jean Weekley, Judy Bierbaum, 
 

UNION CARE CENTER: George Peters   GROUP HOMES: Lisa Conrad, Laura Fenner  

  

  

FRIENDS OF THE CHURCH REQUESTING PRAYERS: 
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March 2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

5:30p Bells  

6p Al-Anon 

6:30 Choir  

2 

9a PFL 

10a Book Club 

3 

Youth Mis-

sion Trip 

4 

Lifestream 

MOW  

Pickle Ball 

5 

Scrip Order 

Due 

Communion  

9:30a Choir 

Youth Group  

6 

11a Mission 

7 

9a Circle of 

Unity 

 

8 

5:30p Bells  

6p Al-Anon 

6:30 Choir  

9 

9a PFL 

10a Book Club 

6:30p Out-

reach  

10 11 

MOW  

10a Pickleball 

Bennett’s 1st 

Birthday Par-

ty 

12 

9:30a Choir  

11:30a Prop-

erty  

Baby Shower 

Daylight 

Savings 

13 

12p Finance  

7p Growing 

Young 

14 

9a Circle of 

Unity  

9:30a Church 

Life  

6p Personnel 

15 

5:30p Bells  

6p Al-Anon 

6:30 Choir  

16 

9a PFL 

10a Book Club 

7p Worship 

17 18 

MOW  

10a Pickleball 

19 

9:30a Choir  

Youth Group  

20 

7p Growing 

Young 

21 

9a Circle of 

Unity 

6p Christian 

Ed  

22 

5:30p Bells  

6p Al-Anon 

6:30 Choir  

23 

9a PFL 

10a Book Club 

7p Session 

24 25 

MOW  

10a Pickleball 

26 

9:30a Choir  

 

27 28 

9a Circle of 

Unity 

5:30p Potluck 

29 

5:30p Bells  

6p Al-Anon 

6:30 Choir  

30 

9a PFL 

10a Book Club 

31  
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NAME COMMITTEES EMAIL  

Nancy Sebastian Clerk of Session/Outreach nancylsebastian@gmail.com 

Elda Seener Personnel & Finance  eseener@yahoo.com 

Sarah Spear Mission & Church Life (Co-Chair) spearcgsj@yahoo.com 

David Brunworth Property & Mission dbrunworth@hotmail.com 

Kathy Rogers Christian Ed (Co-Chair) & Mission kathyrogers0524@yahoo.com 

Gerry Urban Christian Ed (Co-Chair)  tugmillie@gmail.com 

Joe Hagan  Property (Chair)  & Personnel  joerhagan@centurytel.net 

Jolene Patterson  Mission (Chair) & Christian Ed  jolenespatter@gmail.com 

Linda Booher Finance & Church Life (Co-Chair) lindabooher29@gmail.com 

Mauri Truesdell Personnel (Chair) mauri.truesdell@att.net 

Tom Farrell  
Finance (Chair) & Outreach 

(Chair) 
tom2000@charter.net 

Tom Kempf Worship (Chair) tkempf12@mail.com 

SESSION MEMBERS 
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CHRISTIAN ED  

3rd Tuesday at 7pm  

Ian McCracken             

Craig Matzes 

Jocelyn VanBuskirk 

Gerry Urban* Co-Chair 

Gary Brehe 

Heather Miller 

Jolene Patterson* 

Kathy Rogers*  Co-Chair 

 

CHURCH LIFE  

2nd Tuesday at 9:30am  

Sarah Spear*         Co-Chair       

Karen Ladd 

Jean Weekley 

Shirley Coulter 

Jan Hardin 

Sharon Wiese 

Jan Eade 

Linda Booher*  Co-Chair 

Beth Bonney 

Jane Bugele  

Barbara Mullins 

Francie Turnure  

 

PERSONNEL  

Meets the 2nd  Tuesday at  6pm 

Mauri Truesdell*           Chair 

Joe Hagan* 

Mary Ellenberger 

Gretchen Farrell 

Tim Urban 

Elda Seener* 

 

FINANCE  

Meets the 2nd Monday at 12pm 

Tom Farrell*              Chair  

Karen Ladd 

Bruce Wiese 

Linda Booher* 

Ed Bonney 

Phyllis McElhinney 

Elda Seener* 

 

MISSION 

Meets the 1st Monday at 11am 

Jolene Patterson*     Chair 

David Brunworth* 

Christy Eckert 

Gretchen Farrell 

Lois Kempf 

Debbie Bandy 

Sarah Spear* 

Barbara Mullins 

 

WORSHIP  

Meets the  3rd Thursday  

at 7pm 

Tom Kempf*           Chair 

Vivian Marshall 

John Bugele 

Tom Ellenberger  

Kate Hall 

Vivian Marshall 

Mike Becker 

 

 

 

 

OUTREACH  

Meets the 2nd Thursday at 

6:30pm 

Tom Farrell *  Chair 

Ian McCracken   

Denise Brauer 

Katie Farrell  

Nancy Sebastian*  

Heather Miller 

Lois Kempf 

Andrew Brehe 

PROPERTY  

Meets the 2nd Sunday at 11:30am 

Joe Hagan*  Chair 

John Bugele 

Bob Eade 

David Brunworth* 

Roland Schwarzen 

Steve Sebastian 

Mary Ellenberger 

Tom Kempf* 

Barbara  Schofield  

Mike Mullins 

Jim  Glamann 
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Phone: 636-239-3178 
WWW.PRESBYWASHMO.ORG 

E-mail: OFFICE@PRESBYWASHMO.ORG 
 

VISIT US ONLINE! 

WWW.PRESBYWASHMO.ORG 

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK! 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF WASHINGTON 
4834 SOUTH POINT ROAD 
WASHINGTON, MO 63090 


