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Friends:

Despair can take a variety of forms. It can take the form of depression, a sadness or weari-
ness that drains our energy. It can feel like following a routine simply because it is easier
to guide your life if you stay in the well-worn rut. It can feel like passionately, even vio-
lently embracing a worldview even when that worldview has failed you time and time
again.

We live in a nation of despair. We have been told by our culture that happiness is the goal
of existence. We have been told that the pursuit of security in the form of profit, position,
or popularity would make us happy. As a nation we were wildly successful in gaining the
keys to security. We gained wealth and power over other nations and yet we were not se-
cure. We stockpiled so many weapons of mass destruction that we can threaten the exist-
ence of humanity on this planet, and we do not feel secure.

As individuals, many of us have achieved the goals of adequate security. And yet, we feel
anything but secure. We as individuals in this nation own more guns than any other nation
of people on this planet because we feel less secure.

We no longer believe that things are going to get better. Now we wait for the inevitable
disaster. We worry about our investments, we worry about our children and grandchil-
dren’s future, we worry about crime.

When 1 was looking for a home in this area over the internet from Seattle, I was amazed
at how many houses here were equipped with “safe rooms.” Years before, living in small
town lowa I was struck by the fact that nobody locked their doors but now, here, people
build safe rooms in their homes.

Continued on page 2.




The despair of our world weighs heavily on those young people who grow up in the midst
of this anxious age. I imagine this despair is there for most people, though many may not be
able to articulate it as despair.

Many people believe that the role of the church is to put a happy-face sticker over this des-
pair. That Church is about assuring people that God’s got everything under control. Either
God 1s happy with the way things are or God is getting ready to punish certain people and
make things right or God has provided us with a flotation device through faith so that when
the world sinks beneath a tide of war, pollution, poverty and hate when a well-deserved Ar-
mageddon comes, we will be secure in a place in a better world.

Notice that all these ideas about what the Church is supposed to be do not envision the
Church as a force to change the beliefs and values that have brought us to this place of des-
pair. The Bible shows us people living in despair in the slave pits of Egypt. It shows us peo-
ple living in despair in Israel under the kings, and in Babylon as exiles, and inside the Ro-
man Empire. The Bible also shows us that God calls people to take action to change their
lives and their world. Our faith tradition has given us the keys to changing the world and it
has given us the perspective to see that such change is not a one-and-done prospect. We are
invited into a multi-generational struggle for a better world; and the gift of the struggle is
hope for a better world.

People are abandoning churches for good reason. They can see the despair behind the
smiles and handshakes. If we want a better world, we need a church that is strong in faith,
strong in commitment, and strong in hope. We need to train ourselves to share the truth of
our faith, the power of our faith, and the hope of our faith. We need to move our focus to-
wards the places where people suffer and where decisions are made to alleviate or increase
that suffering. We need to worry less about our survival and work more for our mission.

Walking down the ruts is easy. Making a new path is hard; but it is the only way that will
take us to a better direction.

Rev. Rich Gamble

Pastor



Celebrating 175 Years of Church History

Our church was founded in 1850 when the United States consisted of only 31 states.
Roller skates, zippers, and typewriters had yet to be invented, and the world’s first tele-
phone call was 26 years in the future. But our founders had Bibles and believed that the
town of Washington—just 11 years old then—was a solid spot to develop a Presbyterian
Church. They had their first meeting on June 24, 1850, and we celebrated that milestone
on June 22, 2025. In our PCW Newsletter EXTRA July 2025 you will find Gerry Urban’s
engaging story of our early church history—the flaws, the challenges, and ultimately, a
force of faithful members who have continued to serve God and enjoy Christian fellow-
ship.




Members of the Brehe, Bounds, and Barnhart families filled their plates with delicious
food provided by our congregation.

Linda Booher (left) kept busy at the ice machine while Gretchen Farrell (in blue) and Nancy Sebastian
unwrapped the hot entrees on the buffet tables. Gretchen and Nancy were the event co-chairs.



Two large identical cakes anchored the dessert table. Tim Urban, Mauri Trues-

dell (center) and Jane Bugele cut the cakes to serve to each table.



Tom Farrell (left)
and Pastor Rich
raised their glasses
with a sip of cham-
pagne to toast our
church’s founders
and everyone
whose life has been
enriched by the
Presbyterian Church
in Washington.

Former PCW Pastor Patrick
Gruber (left) and Kevin Carpen-

Approximately 120 persons attended our Celebration Lunch in the Fellowship

Hall. Many members were involved in planning this very special event.
ter raise their glassesin a toast.
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Presbytery of Giddings-Lovejoy presented a Proclamation to our church during the wor-
ship service, and it was on display at the luncheon, held here by Pastor Rich Gamble.

The flowers above graced our communion table. They were grown and arranged by Da-
vid and Diane Brunworth.

Presbyter of the
ings-Lovejoy
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Church of

is its

Whess. The
175 year anniversary on June 22, 2025; and
MO,

Wieorers. The ian Church of
has an active congregation who have worked together for the better-
heir communities and continue to reach out and set a Chris-

of

ment of ¢
ian example in bringing the gift of Jesus Christ to all; and
Wierews. the vision of the congregation of The Presbyterian Church of
Washington for its 175 years is applauded and supported by this Pres-
bytery and its members.
Niar, thescfire. 1, Elizabeth Kanerva, Associate Presbytery Leader of ll.\e
Presbytery of Giddings-Lovejoy, on behalf of the Presbytery. the His- \g
5] tory Team and its member churches join the dedicated leaders and
3 oerbers of The Presbyterian Church of Washington as they celebrate
this very special 175" anniversary event.
witness whereof, 1 have hereunto set my hands this 6th day of

In
June, A.D. 2025.

Vo
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Rev. Hlizabeth Rolf Kanerva,
Associate Presbytery Leader
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Lot
Rev. Dr. Brandan ddy, Stated Clerk
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David Brunworth and Steve Sebastian presented the church’s 1993 time capsule and then
opened it in the presence of all luncheon attendees. In the photo below at left, Mary El-
eanor Farrell pulled out a copy of the July 31, 1993, Washington Missourian newspaper,
which detailed the historic flood that summer. In downtown Washington, the water rose
to above the railroad tracks on Front Street. Other time capsule items were letters,
notes, and children’s artwork, all extracted from the metal tube and shared around the
tables.

s and families to reconnect as well as those who were once a

part of our church. In the photo at the right are Nancy Hooper Nolting and Ken Roetheli. Nancy was a
longtime member (now living in Higginsville, Mo.) whose parents—the late Ed and Jerry Brockmann—
owned the land where our church now stands. Ken recently retired after being our custodian for 36
years.



175 Year of Spiritual Leadership

Pastors of The Presbyterian Church of
Washington from 1850 — Present:

1896-1899 Rev. James Lafferty
1850-1854 Rev. Joseph F. Fenton s
1854-1857 Rev. John F. Cowan 1899-1901 Rev. J.W. Shearer o
1901-1903 Rev. Walter V. Johnson ‘
1903-1908 Rev. G.L. Washburn

Rev. Mark W. Staub
18581864 Rev. Joseph F. Fenton (second time)

Rev. Carol S. Wood (Interim)
1857-1862 Rev. James H. Burch

2000-2010 Rey. William S. Vincent, Jr.

(32 members under Dr. Burch withdrew to form 1908-1913 Rev. C.E. Paxon
The Presbyterian Church South)

1913-1919 Dr. M. H. Kerr
1862 Dr. Elijah McLean, Ruling Elder

A 1919-1923 Rev. William N. Dewar
(Preserved the Presbyterian Church O1d School util reunited
in 1879 as part of Presbyterian Church US.A.)

1865-1867 Rev. E.P. Cowan
1869-1870 Rev. J.H. Clark
1872-1873 Rev. Shephard Welles
1873-1879 Rev. C.E. Schaible
1880-1882 Rev. A.B. Martin

2010-2011 Dr. John D. Barklind (Interim)

2012-2013 Rev. David Brune (Supply Pastor)
2013-2023 Rev. Patrick Gruber
1923-1925 Rev. Joseph H. Coulter e

19251939 Dr. G. Marion Hull 2024
1940-1944 Rey. Antonio Ramirez.
1944-1950 Rev. David T. Agnew
19511955 Rev. Wilmer H. Wernecke
1956-1963 Rev. Lloyd Fonken

1964-1966 Rev. Harold W. LeMert, Jr.
1967-1983 Rev. Kenneth B, Yerkes

1981 Rev. Ray Walther, SS (Interim)
1985-1994 Rev. Paul T. Bock

Rev. Bob Jensen (Supply Pastor)

Rev. Stephanie Knopf (Bridge Pastor)
2025-present  Rev. Richard Gamble

1883 Rev. George Booth, S§
thru Rev. F.E. Armstrong
1895 Rev. C.K. Elliott

1094-1995 Rev. Michael Troutman (Interim)

Every Session committee participated in our Celebration Luncheon. Mauri Truesdell, chair-
. )

man of the Personnel Committee, suggested that her committee create a complete list of

our pastors from 1850-2025. Incomplete versions of this information were available in the

church library and elsewhere, but this is the first historical list of its kind in many years
Thank you, Personnel Committee members and Pastor Rich.

"
For where two or three are gathered together in my name, | am there among them."

Matthew 18:20



John Anglin Directs the ECC Summer
Musical Starring Patty Kellmann

Our own John Anglin, who was the director of theatre productions at East Cen-
tral College for 31 years, retired in 2004. But almost every summer since then
he has directed a musical at the John Edson Anglin Performing Arts Center on
campus. This summer’s production is Once Upon a Mattress, which runs July
24 through 27 (see below for ticket information).

Once Upon a Mattress, loosely based on a Hans Christian Anderson fairy tale,
opened off-Broadway in 1959, then moved to Broadway and
launched the career of cast member Carol Burnett. It was nomi-
nated for Best Musical in the 1960 Tony season, but lost—in a
tie— to Sound of Music and Fiorello. Mary Rodgers, daughter
of the famous musician Richard Rodgers, wrote the music for
Mattress.

“ . One cast member of the ECC production is Patty Kellmann, a
N "~ member of our church and choir, and a very seasoned actress in
§2™, ECC productions. “Once Upon a Mattress is the 52nd musical
& or play I’ve performed in at ECC,” said Patty. “I started about
30 years ago when John cast our daughter Leigh in his produc-
tion of Oliver. John asked if any parents were interested in auditioning for fu-
ture roles...and that got me started!”

3 P
& SUEOIER

Patty has also helped John with costuming for four summer shows at ECC, and
she has appeared in three productions with the Riverside Players in Washington.
“John’s summer shows are always so much fun for the actors as well as the au-
dience,” Patty added. At left, Patty is shown when she performed in Shreck.

Click here for ticket information to Once Upon a Mattress.
https://www.etix.com/ticket/v/26722/john-edson-anglin-performing-arts-center
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Can You Help Pay the Per Capita Fee For Our Church?

The annual contribution of $40 per member is the primary source to fund the

work of Presbytery of Giddings-Lovejoy that serves the churches in its care, the

1 national Office of General Assembly that brings us together to

&?‘R 44 discern the Spirit's leading, the Office of Stated Clerk that pro-

’S* vides leadership for Presbyterians nationwide, and the Presbyteri-

=III'= wan Mission Agency that oversees the work of the Presbyterian
6 b 4 church for others here and around the world.

?REsa

(Us A)

If every member contributes to the per capita fund, PCW would reduce its operat-
ing cost by $5,720. That would allow more funds to do God's work here.

For more information about the history and purpose of the per capita fee, click:
https://pcusa.org/resources/financial-information/capita
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Emily Bounds, our organist and pianist, is sharing
her full array of talents with the children in our

church. She is now teaching them to sing! Emily

earned a bachelor’s degree in music education
from Missouri State University and has taught
choral music in Owensville and in the Rockwood
School District. She is now a music teacher in
Washington at Clearview and Campbellton Ele-
mentary Schools. Adults without children are

COME READY TO WORSHIP AND PRAISE |
THROUGH SONG AND FELLOWSHIP! &

welcome to attend and observe Sunday Singing
Club.




A Look Back...

FINAL| ST.LOUIS POST-DISPATCH [yl

St. Loils With the Associated Press New
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CONGRESS DECLARES WAR ON JAPAN

1500 KILLED IN ATTACK ON HAWAII

BATTLESHIP CAPSIZED, ook e Dot avck—toomet T SESSION ACTS
ESTROYER BLOWN UP S I &) (UCKLY ON REQUEST
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Our church’s Session held its regular
monthly meeting on December 9,
1941, two days after Pearl Harbor
was bombed. The catastrophic
event was noted in the last para-
graph of the Minutes at the bottom
of this page. (blue arrow). Accord-
ing to the National World War Il Mu-
seum in New Orleans, 416,800 mem-
bers of the U.S. military died during
World War Il. The photo below was
taken at Jefferson Barracks in St.
Louis on Memorial Day weekend
this year where Scouts placed flags
on 250,000 graves. In our church
cemetery, Steve Sebastian placed a
flag on all known war veterans this
past Memorial Day, but no photos
were taken. We hope to have one
next year to share with our readers.
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For more photos of our 175th Anniversary, plus the full text of “The Brief History of
the Presbyterian Church in Washington, Missouri,” please visit our website and

click on PCW Newsletter EXTRA July 2025.

Hundreds of photographs and items of historical interest were displayed at our
Celebration Luncheon. We appreciate the members who shared these items
from their private collections or helped arrange items owned by our church.

The Connect Newsletter is published monthly by the
Presbyterian Church of Washington (PCUSA). Articles
are due the 20th day of each month. Please deliver to the
| church office or email to:

Aneeta Brown, Editor
missouriwriter@yahoo.com

b | Editorial Review Board: Rev. Rich Gamble,
Phyllis McElhinney, Nancy Sebastian, and Mauri Truesdell.
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2025 PCW Committee Members

Christian Ed. Committee

Gerry Urban, Chair*
Beth Brehe

Micki Brehe

Craig Matzes

lan McCracken
Heather Miller

Church Life Committee

Linda Booher, Co-Chair*
Sarah Spear, Co-Chair®
Beth Bonney

Julia Brown

lane Bugele

Shirley Coulter

Barb Hagan

Karen Ladd

Vivian Marshall

Francie Turnure

Jean Weekley
Lee Westerhoff

Finance Committee
Tom Farrell, Chair*

Linda Booher, Treasurer®
Gary Brehe

Ann Hart

Karen Ladd

Phyllis McElhinney
Scort Marcus*
Elda Seener®

Mission Committee

Debbie Bandy
Laura Carder

Chiristy Eckert
Gretchen Farrell
Lois Kempf

Kathy Rogers
Sarah Spear®

Outreach Committee
Tom Farrell, Chair*

Aaron Bounds

Alicia Brehe

Eatie Farrell

lan McCracken

Heather Miller

MNancy Sebastian®

Personnel Commitiee
Mauri Truesdell, Chair*
Mary Ellenberger

Gretchen Farrell

Joe Hagan

Mancy Sebastian®

Elda Seener*

Tim Urban

Property Committee
David Brunworth, Chair*
John Bugele

Eewvin Carpenter

Jim Glamann®*

Worship Committee
Tom Ellenberger, Chair*
Mike Backer®

Aaron Bounds

Emily Bounds

John Bugele

Scott Marcus®

Vivian Marshall

*Session Members
Nancy Sebastian, Clerk
Mike Becker

Linda Booher

David Brunworth

Tom Ellenberger

Tom Farrell

Jim Glamann
Scott Marcus
Elda Seener
Sarah Spear
Mauri Truesdell

Joe Hagan Gerry Urban

Elmer Kellmann

Barbara Schofield

Steve Sebastian

Roger Westerhoff

MEETING TIMES:

Christian Ed. 2nd Sunday 11:30 AM

Church Life 2nd Tuesday 9:30 AM

Finance 2nd Tuesday 1:30 PM

Mission 1st Tuesday 10:00 AM

Outreach 2nd Thursday 6:30 PM

Personnel 2nd Tuesday 6:00 PM

Property 2nd Sunday 11:30 AM

Session 4th Thursday 6:30 PM

Worship Every other 1st Tuesday 7:00 PM
Updated 5/20/2025

14



PRESBY SCRIP PROGRAM ORDER FORM

Customer NAME: Email [if new customer onby): Date:
Customer PHOME: #49.4)] Sales are Final ** Mo Returns ** Mo Refunds
Merchant termres and conditions as well &5 additional forms ane svailabie 5t The Frestyterian Church of Washington
Vendor % Ty % Tatal Vemdor ] ory S Tatal
AUTOMOTIVE RESTAURANTS
= [BF 530, 5100, {5290, 2.7%) 1.3 Aldo's 510, 520 3
Fischeer's Phillips66 529, 550, 5100 2 s JApplebee's 5323 :|
# |Camey's General Skore and Gas 529 3 & JArty's 540 B
CLOTHINGIDEPT STORES |Eir Boy's Subs & Wings 510 5
= [JCPemny 523, 5100 5 o IBnb Evans 510, 529 10
= [EohPs 523, 5100 4 w JEureer Ki 10 5
|+ |Marshaifs 525 5100 7 Cafe Mossic 310 10
|_= |ntscy's 523 2100 10 Colton's 323 2
= |Minurice's 520 7 |___JCowan's 323 3
| = |Ross Dress for Less 533 B Inignefht fll:l 520 3
= |Sam's Club 523, 530, 2100, 5350 13 w | Dl yeen 510 5.3
= |Shoe Carnival %23 3 = |Domino’s 510, 523 B
= (Tarpet 510, 523, £30, 5100, 5230 2.3 = |Dunkin” Donuts 510, 525 3.3
= |Walmart 523, 530, 5100, 5230 2.3 a |Hardess 510 3
DRUG STORES Hawithorne Restaurant 523 3
Schroeder Drug 53, 540, 523, 530 3 Imo's Pizos 520 10
* [Walrreens 523, 5100 5 # llack in the Box 510 !
GROCERY STORES Joe's Bakery B Deli 510 5
Williams Bros_Meat Mkt 523 5 Johnmy's-Umion 10 15
* |Honey-Baked Ham 573 12 Lion"s Choio= 510 10
HOME IMPROVEMENT S Los Cabois 520 10
# |Bre Herdware 529, 5100 4 |Marquart's Landing 510 10
# |Loe™s 520, 529, 5100, 2500, 51000 4 a |Mc|:H:-nuId's$ 10, 525 2
MAIL ORDER-DNLINE [Miiliers Grill 540, 520, £50 10
* |Amazom 529, 5100 1.7 Orange Lesf S35, 510 10
* |ApplefiTunes 519, 529, 400, 5500 s |Panda Express 575 ]
= |Barmes B Noble 510, 529, 5100 # |Fanera Bresd 540, 523, 550 ]
# |Lamds Emd 529, 3100 19 » |Fapa jokns 510 B
# |Owerstock.com 529 ] s JFapa Mumby's 510 ]
;I.Ijzun §H| EICI :I._E Fasts House E E
SPECIALTY STORES = _|Fizza Hut 310 B
| = |Bass Pro Sha 100 io iZzEri i0
L= Bath & B-GI:II ‘Warks SLD:E! E 4£
L= BiF Lots 523, 5100 4 Steak'n Shaks $10 [Ecards OMLY!| B
® |Cobein™s E!, 5100 il = |Sutwey 510 550 4.3
Cinemna One Flus 520 5 Suparfire BED 523 10
DesiFmer Threads 523 13 a [Twco Bell 510,523 5
Dicks Sporting Goods 23, 5,100 B The Cresk Snlll & Bar 525 10
Fve Below 5% 2.3 s IWendy's 529 B
Fricke Photopraphy 20 3
Grest 8 Cine 510 in ADD-ON ORDERS
Hillermann Nursery 523, 550 5
LB Nuts & Fruit Too %20 10
# |lorAmn Fabric 523 B
* |Miichsels %29, 5100 a
Ults Beawrty 523 7
W Holiow 520 1
PAYMENT METHOD TOTAL ORDER AMDUNT =5

If Cash, Amount

I Check, Amount

If Cheecki, check numiber Sign when Receiving Onder:
Maks checks paysble to The Fresbytenian Chnch Filled by:

E[Thu DO inaicetes & Wetiorsl m,mminﬁmaumm]

Date Receraed:
Sevip Order Form 11-3-2034



