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Friends: 

I am an introvert. It was very liberating when I understood that this is not a failure on my part but a part of 
my nature that I cannot correct by force of will. As an introvert, being around people drains my energy. 
This does not mean that I dislike being around people, it means that after doing so, I need to find some soli-
tude to recharge my emotional batteries.   

 
This may seem like a predisposition that puts me at a disadvantage as a pastor. I like to think that it has 
helped me be a little different in how I understand and carry out my calling. Some differences include: 

 
1.    It is unlikely that I will invite myself for a casual visit into your home. I am happy to visit but only 
when invited. 
2.    It is unlikely that I will call on everyone who has some medical, emotional, family or social issue that 
they are dealing with. If I were sick or struggling, I would not want my pastor to inject himself into the is-
sue unless invited. We have a wonderful Church Life Committee. Let them know if would like a call or vis-
it. 
3.    It is unlikely that you will see me as a prominent part of the many community events in town. I will 
participate in events that I believe need my participation and reflect the concerns of Christ but these may not 
be major celebrations of the community. 
4.    I will put time and effort into crafting and preaching sermons and worship experiences that meet the 
needs of this congregation. 
5.    I will put time and effort into working with people who would like to get more involved in the life and 
work of Christ. I believe everyone has something to contribute to the work of faith. Let me know if you 
would like to do something, do something more, or do something different. 
6.    I will put time and effort into building relationships with other pastors and groups in town to see how 
we might together enhance our contribution to the cause of Christ. 
7.    I will strive to create programs that enhance the life and ministry of this congregation. 
Please don’t assume that your introverted pastor is not interested in enhancing your relationship with the 
work of the love of God; indeed, this is what gives me the greatest joy in my work. 

Rev. Richard Gamble, Pastor 

Connect Newsletter 
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October Is Heifer Project Month 

 
 

 
The Mission Committee is sponsoring a congregation-wide mission project that 
supports the Heifer Project! Beginning Sunday, September 28, Heifer Project’s 
“Fill the Ark” daily giving calendar will be available as well as a jar for your 
donations. Here are some examples of the daily opportunities shown on the cal-
endar. 
 
Chickens: Chickens are easy to care for and come with plenty of perks. Families raise flocks for pro-

tein-packed eggs and meat. When sold at market, the chickens and their eggs can boost 
incomes. 
 
What’s in your fridge? Add 5 cents for every egg in your refrigerator or 50 cents for 
every dozen. 
 

 

Fish: As the saying goes, “Teach a man to fish and he will eat for a lifetime.” This gift allows you to do 
just that. Families see an increase in both health (thanks to the protein) and income (since fish are easy to 
sell). 
 
Do you know how to swim? Add 50 cents if you do and 25 cents if you don’t. 
 

 
On Sunday, September 28, persons chose a giving jar, a calendar, and an instruction slip. 
The giving jars are decorated with one of four animals: bees, chickens, cows, and fish. 
These represent some of the many programs that Heifer Project supports world-wide.  
 
 

On Sunday, October 26, the final collection and celebration will be held dur-
ing the Fellowship Table time with Heifer Project-inspired treats. Join us to 
support and celebrate this amazing global ministry! 
 

 

“Heifer International’s mission is to work with communities to end hunger and poverty 

and care for the earth. By giving families a hand-up, not just a hand-out, we empower 

them to turn lives of hunger and poverty into self-reliance and hope. With gifts of livestock 

and training, Heifer projects help families improve their nutrition and generate income in 

sustainable ways. We refer to our animal donations as “living loans” because in exchange 

for their livestock and training, families agree to give one of its animal’s offspring to an-

other family in need. It’s called Passing on the Gift – a cornerstone of our mission that 

creates an ever-expanding network of hope and peace.” 
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Christian Education Committee Announces Fall Sunday School Schedule 

Our children’s Sunday School program has a new feature this season. Sunday School begins 

with Singing Club at 9:15 a.m. for preschool through fifth grade. Emily Bounds, who serves as 

the pianist and organist for the adult choir, is directing the Singing Club. At 9:30 a.m. the chil-

dren will be dismissed to their independent classes. Gerry Urban, chairman of the Christian Ed-

ucation Committee, recently announced the fall teaching staff. 

 

Beth and Mikki Brehe are teaching the Early Childhood class for ages two through first grade. 

Craig Matzes, Director of Children’s Ministry, is teaching second grade through fifth grade, 

and Ian McCracken is teaching sixth grade through twelfth grade. 

 

“We will have one student in Confirmation classes this year,” noted Gerry, “and Peace Luther-

an Church also has one student for Confirmation. We plan to collaborate with Peace Lutheran 

for these classes.” 

Sample Page From the  Fill the Ark Giving Calendar 
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Jake’s Legacy Resale thrift shop recently opened a new location at 1053 Washington Square Center. The 

store is south of Petco and faces the DMV office.  If you designate the Presbyterian Church of Washing-

ton, we will receive a portion of the sale proceeds from your donations. Drop-offs Monday through Fri-

day require a reservation, but no reservation is required for Saturday drop-offs from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 

p.m. Phone 636-900-9377.  Our Mission Committee and Church Life Committee arranged this project 

with Jake’s. 

In addition to the store in Washington Square Center (photos above), Jake’s also operates 
thrift shops on Don Avenue (behind the Casey’s gas station on West Highway 100) and on 
Jefferson Street. Their Facebook page has the most current information about hours and 
drop-offs.  Donation credits for all three stores can be designated for our church. 
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All donations to the cemetery fence are tax-deductible. Donors over the 

age of 73 can use the Required Minimum Distribution from their IRAs 

to contribute to this project. To receive a tax credit, all checks must be 

made to the Presbyterian Church of Washington. 
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A Look Back 

In preparing for our church’s 175th anniversary this past June, several PCW members 

had the privilege of examining some historic documents in boxes, binders, and even a 

bank vault. One booklet shows the names of everyone who attended Sunday School in 

1950 at our Presbyterian Church. How many family names do you recognize? Two girls 

on this list are still in our congregation: Barbara Mathews Hagan (Beginners’ Class) and 

Anna Mae Wolking Boehmer (Senior Girls). 
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God blessed our church when Eastern 

Bluebirds settled into the nesting box in 

our Mission Garden. The eggs hatched 

about August 1. Our newsletter editor 

took hundreds of photos of Missouri’s 

State Bird to share with you. 
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Two bluebirds (see below) frequently guarded the nesting box by perching on the tomato cages. No one wit-

nessed the bluebirds fledging (leaving the nest), but it happened about August 19. We believe all four eggs 

hatched but only  two or three survived. The last time bluebirds lived in our nesting box was in May of 2020 dur-

ing COVID. Bluebirds, whose diet is primarily insects, are attracted to our property because of the plentiful in-

sects  around the vegetables we grew. Without our volunteer gardeners, the bluebirds might live elsewhere. 
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 The Connect Newsletter is published monthly by the 

Presbyterian Church of Washington (PCUSA). Articles 

are due the 20th day of each month. Please deliver to the 

church office or email to: 

 

Aneeta Brown, Editor 

missouriwriter@yahoo.com 

 
Editorial Review Board: Rev. Rich Gamble,  

Phyllis McElhinney, Nancy Sebastian, and Mauri Truesdell. 

Katie Collins planted Swamp Milkweed near our backyard patio, and in mid-September, several cater-

pillars were spotted. We look forward to more Monarchs emerging this fall near our Mission Garden. 

Click here for a fascinating four-minute video of the Monarch’s life cycle. 

https://url.avanan.click/v2/r01/___https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EIVWtXjcfhA___.YXAzOnByZXNieXRlcmlhbmNodXJjaG9md2FzaGluZ3RvbjphOm86YzE0YWVkOWQ4YmVjNDM0NmI0ZmQyMWFmMmVlNzBiZjA6Nzo5MTJlOjhhM2VhYjNjNDEyZGJjYTcxM2I0YzNlOWU1MjViNzEzMDMzZTQ5NDkzMWMzOGI3M2I0YTUxMzgyM2Y0NTI2ZjY6cDpUOkY
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The next Scrip orders will be taken on Sunday, October 5,  

following our worship service.  

Thank you for supporting this fundraiser for our church!  


