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“Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release
us; let us find our rest in thee.”

A WORD FROM OUR PASTOR
Dear Friends,
Has there been a more appropriate time for Advent than 2020? Have you ever felt that we
needed a time of Hope, Peace, Love and Joy
more than this moment in our personal histories? The above quote is from the very first
hymn from the 1990 Presbyterian Hymnal,
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus.” I thought
the lyrics of this hymn very fitting for our current cultural climate.

Jesus came into the world to release us from
our fears. We don’t have to be afraid of an unknown future. Because Jesus came to us. Because God incarnate came to us. We can find
our rest in God, because we know that Jesus is
coming.

And, Jesus is coming in not some far distant,
end of the world, sense. Jesus came to us as an
infant. Jesus came to set us free from sin and
death. Jesus came to us as one of us. Jesus
came to us so we could come to him and find
Election results, lawsuits, recounts, rising pan- our rest. And, that rest is a rest free from fear,
demic numbers, divisiveness, anger, isolation
hatred, suspicion, or despair. The rest we have
and a very different Thanksgiving than we have in Christ Jesus is one of Hope, Peace, Joy and
come to know have us all crying out for Hope to Love!
come quick! Peace, come quick! Joy, come
soon! Love, get here ASAP! I do not recall a
This Advent Season, may the fear that grips the
time when an entire world seemed so ready for world dissipate. May we all be set free. May
some Good News!
we find hope that this pandemic will one day be
over, that a vaccine will arrive. May we all find
And, that is what we celebrate this Advent sea- peace and begin to be unified as a people once
son. Christmas may not be here yet. But, the
again. May we all find joy and laughter in each
season of Advent is upon us TODAY! During others company. May we all find, express and
Advent we celebrate the knowledge that Jesus
experience love between neighbors, within ourChrist IS coming. Christmas Day IS coming!
selves, and around the world.
Hope, Peace, Joy and Love ARE COMING!
That alone is reason to celebrate.
Come, thou long expected Jesus!
Jesus was born to set people free, as the hymn
states. Born to set people free from FEAR as
well as sin. Fear seems to have gripped the entire world. But, this season, we celebrate that

Merry Christmas to you all!
Pastor Pat

Timing is Everything
Joe thought, "Our timing is bad, coming from Galilee,
When Mary is oh-so-pregnant with her baby-to-be.
We've come for the census and to pay our taxes
But Mary simply cannot be comfortable; she cannot relax."
Both Matthew and Luke knew the timing was right
For the Savior's birth, where and how, that special night.
Zechariah, a new prophet, and Micah a known prophet of old,
In David's town, Bethlehem, His birth they had foretold.
The innkeeper told Joe, "Your timing's not right,
Our town is too busy and it's too late this night
To find lodging. But wait! I am able
To give you some shelter in my warm, quiet stable.
On the hills above Bethlehem the shepherds and sheep
Lay down to rest and got ready to sleep.
But their timing was wrong, as the skies began ringing
With the noisy sounds of angels' singing,
Yet the timing was absolutely, positively right
To wake up and go down into town that night,
To see firsthand the Savior’s birth
And to spread the word of God's gift of worth.
The Magi journeyed to worship a king.
Their timing was right - but here's the thing:
Their expectations of finding a rich royal in Jerusalem
Were shattered by a manger in Bethlehem.
At the end of their long, unusual trip
The magi knew to give Herod the slip.
(Knowing that for Herod the timing was NOT good
And he would surely be up to no good.)
When the wise men left Bethlehem on their final day
They returned to their homes another way.
This year's full of violence, droughts and storms, and civil strife,
Loss of jobs, loss of property, and 'round the world great loss of life.
Frustration and anger, confusion, sadness, fear
We're facing daily here and now near the end of the year.
Is our timing wrong for Christmas? No. It's actually quite right
To celebrate now God's incarnation gift of Love, Peace, Hope, and Light.
-Jocelyn VanBuskirk

Per Capita
As you are all aware we are reaching the end
of 2020. What a year this has been! I have
started working on year end closing of the
financials and I noticed that we will be short
in our Per Capita account. Thank you to
those who have already donated to help the
church pay this expense. If you would still
like to help with this expense, it’s not too
late, the amount is $32 per member. If you
are unsure if you made a contribution to
this, please feel free to reach out to me. The
church phone number is 636-239-3178. As
always we appreciate your connection and
contributions to the church. Please designate
“Per Capita” on the outside of your envelope.

Office Hours
The church office will be
closed December 23, 24, &
25th for Christmas & January 1st for New Years Day.
I will also be taking vacation
during the month of December please call ahead if you
plan to visit the office.
Jaime

2020 Contributions
As the end of the year approaches I just
want to remind everyone that mail in contributions need to be post marked by December 31st, 2020 in order to be applied
to the 2020 year. Any contributions dated
after that date will be applied to your 2021
pledge. Please specify in the memo line of
your check 2020 or 2021 to provide a
smooth transition to the new year.
SCRIP THANK YOU!
Thank you to everyone who placed a Scrip order in November as we placed a large order
(nine individual orders) for a grand total of over
$3500 and received a total profit of $150 for
our church. Way to go! Don’t forget about the
upcoming December 6th order, our last big order before Christmas that everyone will get by
12/13, at the latest. Perfect timing to send out
Christmas gifts to loved ones far away, slip a gift
card in a Christmas card and you are done!
Scrip cards are great for stocking stuffers, too,
and teach valuable money lessons to children.
Check out all the Walgreens and Walmart ones
for those last minute Christmas items, and
check out all the other Scrip cards we have left
in our inventory. They are going FAST! Don’t
forget, we can deliver your Scrip order to you
for contactless ordering. Thank you! Your PCW
Scrip Team, Gretchen Farrell, Becky Vogt and
Kathy Froning

Poinsettias in the Sanctuary
In past years, we have collected money to purchase poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary for Christmas time. This year, we will have to do things differently with so many people remaining home on
Sunday mornings due to the pandemic. So, if you would like to donate a poinsettia(s), please purchase
one and drop off at the church beginning on December 7th. We will collect them through 1pm on the
23rd. Due to health concerns, we will not be donating poinsettias to our shut-ins, so if you would like
the poinsettias back, please pick them beginning Monday, December 28th. Merry Christmas!
If you would like to contribute a monetary donation instead of a poinsettia, all funds will be donated to
the Matthew 25 fund. Checks should be written out to the church with "Matthew 25 Fund" in the
memo line.
Warners’ Warm-Up Coat Drive THANK YOU!
Thank you so much to our nine volunteers, a small yet mighty group, that stood outside in our church’s
main circle drive through area on a gorgeous Saturday morning on November 7 th to help with our modified coat drive! We had people drive through and drop off a grand total of 360 coats that we donated to
eight local Franklin County agencies who were extremely grateful for each and every one of those coats.
Numbers were down quite a bit this year, by about 60%, but for doing a relatively last minute, extremely
modified collection, we were happy to receive and disperse the wonderful coats that were given. We
had a very safe collection during this pandemic and we now have a year round coat collection box in our
church’s coat closet should anyone have some time to clean out their closets and want to drop off those
gently used coats for others to use in time of need. This year, above all others in the 11 year history of
doing this coat drive in Franklin County, we certainly had a great need for this collection and we were
able to continue it this year despite the challenges this pandemic had for us. Thank you, again, for each
and every coat donation this year! Gretchen Farrell, Warners’ Warm-Up Coat Drive of Franklin County
representative

Harvest Table THANK YOU!
Thank you to the many bakers in our congregation that helped make over 12 dozen cookies, enough for
135 individual dessert bags, to hand out on the Saturday November 7th Harvest Table community meal
event. Like all things these past several months, we have had to modify events, but Harvest Table still
hands out meals in a drive through format, and currently serves over 100 people that way. We have helped
with several meals this year by providing the dessert items and I am so proud of our church friends and
family that are able to reach out and continue our mission work in this way! Way to go! We also have confirmed our 2021 Harvest Table dates and they are: January 30, May 22, August 28, November 20. Please
mark your calendars and watch for more info on how we are to participate!
The Mission Committee

PRESBYTERIAN CEMETERY
Even though the grass is no
longer green, the Cemetery still
looks good at Christmas time!
Our loved one’s place Christmas
flowers on the graves and the
Christmas colors shine bright!

Alternative Gift Market
Hopefully, everyone has received their catalog through
the mail for Alternative Gift
Market. If you have not,
please contact the church office or Pam Schwarzen
(314-920-5451).

Children
and
Youth

There are so many wonderful projects to choose from this
year: school supplies for children in Bolivia, shelter and
groceries for homeless families
in the U.S., and planting an
orchard in the Congo just to
name a few! Last year our
church donated $1901 to Alternative Gifts International!
These donations help to alleviate suffering in our world
and here at home. So, please
consider honoring the loved
ones and friends on your
Christmas list by gifting
through Alternative Gifts
International.

Congregational Meeting
There will be a meeting of the
Congregation of PCW after
worship on Sunday, December
13th. The 2020 Nominating
Committee will be presenting
their report. The Congregation
will elect the new class of ruling
elders for Session and the 2021
Nominating Committee.

Christmas Joy Offering
We will be taking up the Christmas Joy Offering this year on
December 13th and 20th. By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, you honor God's gift of Jesus Christ by providing assistance to current and retired
church workers in their time of
need and developing our future
leaders at Presbyterian-related
schools and colleges equipping
communities of color. Pastor Pat
and Karen received funds from
this offering after Karen’s bilateral mastectomy. It is an offering definitely worth supporting.
If you are not worshipping in
person, but wish to contribute,
please signify on your gift
“Christmas Joy.”

Christmas Eve Worship
This year, considering the sharp rise
of COVID-19 cases in Franklin County and light Sunday morning attendance, the Session has voted that our
Christmas Eve worship service will be
online only. We apologize for any inconvenience. The service will be
available to watch from home at 11pm
on Christmas Eve. If you miss it that
evening, you will be able to watch it
at any time. We will be celebrating
communion that night, so please have
communion elements available.

THE STORY OF FUZZY

A neighbor recently shared a
Monarch butterfly caterpillar with
the Sebastian's. After a cocoon
formed and learning of Carl
Bound's interest in the butterfly
cycle, it was carefully transported
to the Bound's home. The
Bound's family prepared for "the
hatch" making sugar water available.
As you might expect, "Fuzzy"
hatched during a very cold period
a few weeks back. The adults
were relieved when Fuzzy found
his wings and migrated. Below is
a beautiful age and developmentally appropriate story written by
Carl Bounds.

PRESBY SCRIP PROGRAM
The PRESBY SCRIP PROGRAM will place our next order on Sunday, December 6th!
The Scrip Program is still up and running and we are placing orders on the first Sunday
of each month.
Whether you are at church for worship or watching it from home, you can easily
get your Scrip order placed and still social distance. Just fill out your order form (please
see blank one attached) and drop that off with your check on Sunday, December 6, or
before, in the Scrip Box in the church office on Jaime’s desk or you can mail to the
church and Jaime will make sure your order is placed in the Scrip Box. Your order can be
personally delivered to you or it can be picked up the next Sunday.
The Sunday to place you order for your Christmas gift cards is December 6th.
Please also remember we have several local Scrip gift cards in our current supply that
are available. Check out the following list of them.
Sugarfire

$25

Walgreens

$100 and $25

Walmart and Walgreen’s cards are ALWAYS useful to have! Did you know that you
can pay for prescriptions with Scrip gift cards at both of those stores, even for online orders? You can also use the Walmart gift cards on their Walmart Pay system, which is SO
EASY and touchless to use!
Thank you and please call us if you have any questions. Please feel free to use the
attached Scrip Order form or see a copy of it online at presbywashmo.org.
Thank you and please call us if you have any
questions. Please feel free to use the attached Scrip
Order form or see a copy of it online
at presbywashmo.org.
Presby Scrip Coordinators:
Gretchen Farrell, 314-578-1730
Kathy Froning, 636-667-1135
Becky Vogt, 636-667-1790

CHURCH ELDERS
NAME

COMMITTEES

EMAIL

Karen Ladd

Church Life & Finance

jladd001@charter.net

Tim Urban

Personnel (Chair)

Tim.urban22@yahoo.com

John Anglin

Worship (Chair)

johneanglin@gmail.com

Barbara Duemler

Clerk of Session & Worship

ribaduem@yahoo.com

Ian McCracken

Christian Education (Chair)

ismccracken408@gmail.com

Jean Weekly

Church Life & Mission/Outreach

possumhawhill@aol.com

Bruce Wiese

Finance (Chair) & Personnel

ssswbw@charter.net

Joe Hagan

Property (Chair) & Personnel

joerhagan@centurytel.net

Kay Hucke

Finance & Mission/Outreach

kbhucke@gmail.com

John Bugele

Property & Worship

jbugele@earthlink.net

Jolene Patterson

Mission/Outreach & Christian Ed

jolenespatter@gmail.com

Nancy Sebastian

Church Life (Chair)

nancylsebastian@gmail.com

2020 Committee Members
Asterisk (*) Donates Session Members

Christian Education
Meets the 4th Monday at 6pm

Ian McCracken*

Chair

Andy Wanager
Jocelyn VanBuskirk

Gerry Urban

Finance

Property

Meets the 3rd Monday at 10am

Meets the 3rd Sunday at 11:30am

Bruce Wiese

John Bugele*

Kay Hucke*

Bob Eade

Gary Brehe
Gretchen Farrell

Becky Vogt

Heather Miller

Ed Bonney

Jolene Patterson*

Mission/Outreach
Jolene Patterson*

Nancy Sebastian*

Roland Schwarzen
Steve Sebastian
Mary Ellenberger

Worship
Chair

Judy Bierbaum

Jean Weekley*
Chair

Meets the 3rd Monday at 5pm

John Anglin*

David Brunworth

Meets the 2nd Tuesday at 9:30am

Anna Mae Boehmer

Christy Eckert

Rebecca Brehe

Karen Ladd*

Kay Hucke*

Jean Weekley*

Gretchen Farrell

John Bugele*

Judy Bierbaum

Lois Kempf

Tom Ellenberger

Pam Schwarzen

Barbara Duemler*

Shirley Coulter
Jan Hardin
Anna Mae Boehmer
Sharon Wiese

Tom Kempf

Debbie Bandy
Kathy Rogers

Jan Eade

Personnel

Linda Booher

Meets the 2nd Tuesday at 6pm

Heather Miller

Tim Urban*

Sarah Spear

Bruce Wiese*

Barbara Hagan

Joe Hagan*

Beth Bonney

Mary Ellenberger
Gretchen Farrell
Roland Schwarzen

Chair

David Brunworth

Meets the 2nd Monday at 11am

Church Life

Joe Hagan*

Karen Ladd*

Bob Eade

Rebecca Brehe

Chair

Chair

Chair

2nd Bill Stahlhuth

25th David Brunworth

5th Tom Seener

26th Dean Brown

6th Michele Zumsteg

28th David Brune

6th Marcy Su

29th Kay Hazel

10th Janet Aaron

29th Aneeta Brown

14th Karen Gruber

30th Tom Kempf

15th Dorothy Weekley

31st Steven Henderson

22nd Alicia Thater
24th Barbara Schofield

MEMBERS WITH CONTINUING NEEDS
Scott McCracken, Heather Miller, Laura Evans, Jan Eade, Jamie Tucker, Joy Kopp, Robert Van
Der Kamp, Eden Wanager, Jolene Patterson, Jane Bugele, Al Leary, Jean Weekley, Kay Hazel, Jan
Eade, Sharon Fenner,
SOUTH POINTE: George Peters
CEDAR CREST: Dorothy Mutert, Lorene Brunworth, Connie Conrad

FRIENDS OF THE CHURCH REQUESTING PRAYERS:
Eddie & Sarah McGurthy & family (daughter and son-in-law of Ollie & Virginia Whyte)
Patricia Hucke (daughter of Kay Hucke)
Pam Evangelist (sister of Sharon Fenner)
Marjorie Hines (grandmother of Miles & Ian McCracken)
Diana Hayes (daughter of Barbara Schofield)
Tom Jett (cousin-in-law of Mauri Truesdell & Kathy Froning)
David Gruendler (brother of Laura Lawson)
Mary Washabaugh (former member)
Jane Kitt (aunt of Nancy Thater)
Gary & Sue Brauer (parents of Kevin Brauer & Scott Brauer)
Denise Gleeson (daughter of Anna Mae Boehmer)
Wendy Dennison (friend of Rebecca Brehe)
Grady Thayer (Grandson of Mark & Robbin Thayer)
Diane Rinehart (friend of Nancy Thater)
Charles Johnson (Friend of Jolene Patterson)
Phyllis Rocco (Lois Kempf’s Sister in Law)
Karen Gehner (Sister of Christy Eckert)
David Landgraf (Friend of Francie Turnure)
Randy Boren (Great Nephew of Virginia Boren)
Joann Ellenberger (Mother of Tom Ellenberger)
Tuts Ludwig (Relative of Kathy Rogers)
Paul (Grandson of Phyllis Orgeich)
The Family of Penny Wilmesher (Friend of Barbara Schofield)
Family of Ken Donnelly (Neighbor of Barbara Duemler)
Debbie Wagenseller (friend of Kathy Rogers)
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