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Presbyterian Church of Washington                                                        June 2025

4834 South Point Road 

Washington, MO 63090 

Phone 636-239-3178 

presbywashmo.org 

Friends: 

This month we celebrate the congregation’s 175th anniversary. A lot has happened in this nation and the 
world in those 175 years. 

When Southern states started succeeding from the Union, members who supported slavery succeeded from 
the church and started a second Presbyterian church in town. A bitter Civil War tore our nation and state 
apart. 

According to Wikipedia: “The U.S. has engaged in nearly 400 military interventions between 1776 and 
2023, with half of these operations occurring since 1950 ….” 

In the years since this congregation began the nation has experienced several major meltdowns of the econ-
omy. There was the Panic of 1857, the Long depression of 1873 to 1897, the Great Depression 1929 to 
1939, and the Great Recession of 2007 to 2009. 

Division, depressions, wars and through it all, people kept coming together every week to work, worship 
and pray for a better world. It is good to celebrate our 175 years but a long life is not necessarily a good life. 
Existing for a long time is no substitute for living with fierce devotion to the love of God. Our image of a 
meaningful existence is Jesus. His goal was not a long life. It was faithfulness to the greatest degree possi-
ble in the time he had.   

The world around us will continue to roil in the caldron of fear, violence and greed until things change. The 
life of Christ has shown us that it is better to live as a bright, if brief, light to the world, than live a long life 
in the shadows. Let us honor those who kept the congregation alive for 175 years by embodying the hope 
found in the practice of the love of God in the world. Let’s not simply celebrate that we have lived a long 
time. Let’s celebrate how we have lived. Let’s not just ride the tide of history. Let’s make history. 

  
Rev. Rich Gamble 

Pastor 

Connect Newsletter 
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Large Crowds Attend ECC 
Pops Concert on May 9 

Property Committee Improves Our Children’s Playground 

After years of neglect and exposure to the weather, the playground behind our 

nursery has received a refreshing cleaning and update. Elmer Kellmann, John 

Bugele, and David Brunworth (pictured below) scraped and scrubbed the equip-

ment and also added a layer of pebbles on the ground. Thank you Property 

Committee for this welcome improvement! 

Perfect weather and an entertaining musical program drew huge crowds to the 

Washington Fairgrounds for a free concert hosted by East Central College. Aa-

ron Bounds directed the ECC Jazz Band, and guest conductors took the stage for 

a combined band with ECC, Lindenwood University, and St. Louis University 

student musicians. The Washington High School Band also performed. Four 

members from PCW (Rev. Rich Gamble, Debbie Bandy, Katie Farrell, and 

Kathy Rogers) made 140 sandwiches to serve the musicians. They appreciated 

the Presbyterian hospitality. 
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John Anglin Directs the ECC Summer 
Musical Starring Patty Kellmann 

Our own John Anglin, who was the director of theatre productions at East Cen-

tral College for 31 years, retired in 2004. But almost every summer since then 

he has directed a musical at the John Edson Anglin Performing Arts Center on 

campus. This summer’s production is Once Upon a Mattress, which runs July 

24 through 27 (see below for ticket information). 

 

Once Upon a Mattress, loosely based on a Hans Christian Anderson fairy tale, 

opened off-Broadway in 1959, then moved to Broadway and 

launched the career of cast member Carol Burnett. It was nomi-

nated for Best Musical in the 1960 Tony season, but lost—in a 

tie— to Sound of Music and Fiorello. Mary Rodgers, daughter 

of the famous musician Richard Rodgers, wrote the music for 

Mattress. 

 

One cast member of the ECC production is Patty Kellmann, a 

member of our choir, and a very seasoned actress in ECC pro-

ductions. “Once Upon a Mattress is the 52nd musical or play 

I’ve performed in at ECC,” said Patty. “I started about 30 years 

ago when John cast our daughter Leigh in his production of Ol-

iver. John asked if any parents were interested in auditioning for future 

roles...and that got me started!” 

 

Patty has also helped John with costuming for four summer shows at ECC, and 

she has appeared in three productions with the Riverside Players in Washington. 

“John’s summer shows are always so much fun for the actors as well as the au-

dience,” Patty added. At left, Patty is shown when she performed in Shreck. 

 

Click here for ticket information to Once Upon a Mattress. 

https://www.etix.com/ticket/v/26722/john-edson-anglin-performing-arts-center 

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://www.etix.com/ticket/v/26722/john-edson-anglin-performing-arts-center___.YXAzOnByZXNieXRlcmlhbmNodXJjaG9md2FzaGluZ3RvbjphOm86M2ZlMjhhZWIzNzAzZWI2NTkwNmRjZjZkNjRjNDA3ZTY6NjoyMWE4OjZlNGYzNDgyMmQzYmIwNDBkZGIyZGEyYjExMDk1Yzk2NjQzMmZhYzI1ZWJkNzRiYmI0M2MyMGM1MDBjNjM5OTk6cDpUOkY
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Can You Pay the Per Capita Fee For Our Church? 

The annual contribution of $40 per member is the primary source to fund the 
work of the Giddings-Lovejoy Presbytery that serves the churches in its care, the 

national Office of General Assembly that brings us together to 
discern the Spirit's leading, the Office of Stated Clerk that pro-
vides leadership for Presbyterians nationwide and the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency that oversees the work of the Presbyterian church 
for others here and around the world. 

 

If every member contributes to the per capita fund, PCW would reduce its operat-
ing cost by $5,720. That would allow more funds to do God's work here. 
 

For more information about the history and purpose of the per capita fee, click: 
https://pcusa.org/resources/financial-information/capita 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are invited to a potluck dinner 

to celebrate the 175th Anniversary of our church on 

Sunday, June 22, 2025 
in Fellowship Hall immediately following 

 the worship service. All are welcome! 
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The birth of the Presbyterian Church in Washington, Missouri, 
began on June 24, 1850, when three men—Rev. H.W. Robertson, Rev. Joseph Fen-
ton, and Dr. Benjamin F. Burch—met and organized our church. Two years later, a 
brick building was constructed at the corner of Fourth and Market Streets. It no 
longer exists. The deed for that lot was signed by Martha North, Masters Camp-
bell, Benjamin Burch, and Elijah McLean. 
 
Between 1868 and 1870, the Presbyterian Church split. Members who were loyal 
to the North continued to worship at Fourth and Market. Members who supported 
the Confederacy met in the building pictured here. It is now used as a warehouse, 

and has been largely stripped of architectural 
elements that once symbolized its purpose as a 
house of worship. 
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Church Session Wields Significant Power on Member  
Behavior During the Church’s Early Years in Washington 
“The records of the Church for the eighteen years [1850-1868] following its organization are 

interesting chronicles.  During several stormy years, the Session exercised its prerogative as 

a court, and tried and suspended members of the congregation for various offenses.  The ac-

tion of the Session was also "published from the pulpit."  Members were excommunicated 

for attending public balls and dancing; using ardent spirits and intoxicants; playing at bil-

liards and games of chance; neglect of public worship; use of profane and impious language; 

common fame; and embezzlement of church funds.  It is interesting to note that colored 

members were also tried and suspended, for at that time slaves belonged to the church.  They 

were designated by their Christian name only, and marked, "(of color)."  Most of them were 

later dismissed to the African Church.” 

                                   

The text above was written by Harriett Cary Hull (1884-1959), who served on the Washington Centen-
nial Committee on History. In 1939, the Committee published a softbound book, The History of  Wash-
ington, Missouri. At the time the book was published  Mrs. Hull’s husband, Dr. G. Marion Hull, was the 
pastor of the Presbyterian Church of Washington. Dr. Hull and Harriett Hull both died in 1959 and are 
buried in Lexington, Kentucky. 

 

To read Harriett Hull’s complete article about the Presbyterian Church in Washington, click below: 

http://washingtonmo.com/HistoryofWashingtonMO/Presbyterian.htm 

 

The Presbyterian Church 

at Fourth and Market 

 

The deed of this church lot 

was signed September 27, 

1851 , by Mary North, Masters 

Campbell, Benjamin Burch, 

and Elijah McLean, and the 

cornerstone was laid in 1916. 

During its construction (this 

building cost $10,000), the 

congregation worshipped at 

Washington High School.  

               Future newsletters this year will contain more information about our church history. 
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In 1950 when our church observed its 100th Anniversary, it published the complete list 

of its current members and the year they joined. You might recognize some names in 

this bound book. See the next page for the conclusion. 
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 Pat Brown In Our Congregation Shares  
Some Red Cross Volunteering Experiences 
 
I have been a Red Cross Volunteer since 2017, working with Fire Response, Au-

diting, and Fraud Prevention. In January of this year I added “Sheltering in St. 

Louis” to my volunteer duties. As a member of the Red Cross National Response 

Team, I contact and process client assistance.  I greatly appreciate the patience of 

my wife Julia, and the support of our daughter and son-in-law, Michelle and Craig 

Matzes, for helping the family while I have been deployed to various places in cri-

sis.  

 

The recent fires in Los Angeles, and the  tornadoes and hurricanes across the 

country, have kept our seven-person National team busy.  We all hope the six-day 

work weeks subside!  The greatest gift is being able to balance sheltering and 

event support with work skills from my previous work life.  The sheltering needs 

in St. Louis have been extreme since May 16!   

 

The Red Cross has helped me transition from the retirement world to the volun-

teer world. The hours and/or days the Red Cross requires from volunteers can 

meet almost anyone’s schedule, and some volunteers work entirely from home. 

The experiences I have had with clients are vast. Some families had their tragic 

stories published in the New York Times. I worked with farmers rounding up cattle 

due to storm-damaged fences, and helped people whose homes were destroyed by 

tornadoes. God’s grace was evident to me as I encountered those in disaster expe-

riences.  

 

The Red Cross does not allow volunteers to take photos and publish them. If you 

would like to read about one citizen who received supplies and assistance, please 

click here:  

https://www.redcross.org/local/missouri/about-us/news-and-events/news/stloured-

cross-provides-help-and-hope-to-st--louis-man-displaced.html 

 

If you know anyone who needs disaster recovery assistance, ask them to call 

 1-800-REDCROSS and download the free Red Cross emergency app. 
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 The Connect Newsletter is published monthly by the 

Presbyterian Church of Washington (PCUSA). Articles 

are due the 20th day of each month. Please deliver to 

the church office or email to: 

 

Aneeta Brown, Editor 

missouriwriter@yahoo.com 

 
Editorial Review Board: Rev. Rich Gamble,  

Phyllis McElhinney, Nancy Sebastian, and Mauri Truesdell. 

A ferocious tornado roared through St. Louis on May 16, killing five persons and damaging 
or destroying 5,000 homes. David and Diane Brunworth, and Steve Sebastian, helped clear 
debris immediately after the storm in the Central West End at the home of Diane’s sister. 
Steve took the photo above in the neighborhood where they worked. 
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