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FROM THE BOARD CHAIR

Among the catchphrases used at Northeast Georgia CASA to describe
our staff and volunteers is this: "ordinary people doing extraordinary
things". It was over four years ago that | was approached by a close
friend about joining the Board of Directors in support of these folks. |
had finally retired at 70&1/2 a year before and was enjoying doing
mostly nothing, but | was moved to learn more. | decided the best path
for me was to complete the training required to become a CASA and
see where | might fit. This led to both an eye-opening and heart-
opening several weeks.

Each potential CASA, over a 6 week plus period, completes a combination of class time, case
studies, on-line follow-up discussions and courtroom observation. This more than 40+ hours of
training qualifies one to be matched with a child experiencing foster care who needs an advocate.
Standing up in court to be sworn in with the six in my group who made it through made me
wonder what led to this level of commitment from these "ordinary" people. What was their
motivation?

Now, after asking them and dozens of other CASAs that question, I've found the answers to be two-
fold. The initial impetus is usually some experience they've had which has led them to want to "give
back". Secondly, and | feel more significantly, is what motivates them to keep giving so much of
themselves and the answer is simply this: knowing that what they are doing is important, valued,
appreciated and matters in the life of each child they touch. What our CASAs accomplish is simply
yet truly extraordinary.

The Board of Directors knows these truths and pledges to continue to vigorously support our CASA

volunteers and professional staff as together we strive to reach out with love to every child in need
in the eight North Georgia counties we serve.
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DONORS 2021

SPARKS OF HOPE

All Service & Associates Printing
Carrie Andrews

Mark & Melissa Barrett

Al & Clay Battle

Billy Cain Ford

Booty's Fish House, Inc.

Kevin & Rebecca Brockschmitt
Joany Brown

Burch, Crooms & Company, LLP
Ed Burton

Janet Campbell

Jim & Beth Carboy

Ed & Susan Carman

Casey's Pro Tire Service
Cathey & Strain, LLC

Richard & Geraldine Chalk
Alan & Delisa Christ
Community Thrift Store INC.
Lynn Cox

Donald & Kathy Crowe

Joe & Betty Daniels

Alicia Darden

Brantley & Helen Deloatche
Gary Donahue

Roger Duncan

Edward Jones

Lamar & Dee Edwards
Rebecca Felker

Fields Accounting & Consulting, LLC
The New Journey Class First Baptist

Church of Lavonia

Jose & Paige Flores

David Floyd

Franklin Insurance Agency, Inc.
Melodie Gentry

Rebekah Gonzalez

Jim & Priscilla Gothard
Doris Graf Smith

Buff & Cynthia Green
Crawford & Katherine Grice
Habersham EMC

Frederick Halperin

David & Jina Harris

Harry Norman Realtors

Hartwell Women's Club
Missy Hatchett

Phil & Betty Healy
Coleby Hettler

Bo & Jenny Johnson
Jim & Carol Johnson
Dan & Kathy Keller
Bob & Donna Kelley
Madge Kibler

George & Diane Lamb
Gary &Judy Lance

Joe & Linda LeCroy
Robin & Mary Line

Sid & Little Lionberger
Anna Lyle

Michael McGaughey & Craig Kettles

Robert & Ann Magee
Mike & Stephanie Maley
Jane McFerrin

Eston & Peggy Melton
Truman & Elnora Mila
Nicholas Mitchell

Matt Mixon

Karen Nasworthy

Dan & Kathie Nee

Brian & Jackie Nichols
Bruce & Brenda Nicholson
North Georgia Credit Union
Dottie O'Brien

Oliver & Weidner, LLC
Priscilla Olson

Karen O'Shields

Pinnacle Bank

Pittard Clinic

Ricky & Genia Pittman
Robert & Anita Pittman
David & Melissa Plaisted
Pat Pratt

Anne Purcell

Steve & Carol Raeber
Bob & Eleanor Ragsdale
Beth Raizes

Brian Ranck

Roberts Pest Control, Inc.

Hartwell First United Methodist Church Bob & Debbie Rosenfeld

Judith Ross
Roto-Rooter

Dick & Peggy Saum

Jim & Sherri Schad
Linda Schultz

Paula Schwanenflugel
Mark & Joni Scott

Ann Sharp

Rita Shoemaker

Matt Skilling

Don & Judy Smith
Southern Roots Salon
Chris & Emily Sprowls
St. Matthias Episcopal Church
Dave Standard

John & Cathy Steinhauer
William & Ann Stevens
Connie Tabor

David & Jackie Tatum
Ted Taylor

The Bed Shoppe

The Copper Pot

Tugalo Gas Company
James & Catherine Turpen
Richard & Ellen Waters
Alan & Lynda White
Tammy Whitworth

Tom & Connie Wilbanks
Steve Wilks

Rebecca Williams
Beverly Wilson

Dan & Mary Wilson
X-Factor Grill




THANK YOU DONORS:

BEACONS OF TRUST

Rick & Lyn Asbill
Bowen & Watson
Ed & Ginny Buzzell
Charles & Jacqueline Groover
Bob & Maggie Hatcher
Lalia Hester
Lauren Hildebrand
Mike Joyner
Rory & Debbie Keigan
Marilyn McNeely
Premier Concrete Finishing
Trinity Lutheran Church
United Community Bank
Rabun Gap Presbyterian Church
St. Mary's Health Care System
Rod & Betty Wilkes
Woodmen of the World

ADVOCATES FOR THE INNOCENT

Bill & Pat Barrett
Eastanollee Baptist Church
Charles & Kristine Fritz
Bill & Carolyn Gaik
Habersham OBGYN
Barron & Debby Harbin
Harbin Lumber Company, Inc.
Debbie Henderson
Kirk & Kathleen Knous
Tom Mann
Mike Jones Ford
Wayne & Wanda Miller
Jack & Kathy Molnar
Mike Nicholson
North GA Mountain & Lake Realtor Assoc.
Osborne Wood Products, Inc.
Paul Pascutti
Betty Plagens
Poss Realty
Tom & Mary Randle
Reeves hardware
South State Bank
Gordon Telford




DONORS CONTINUED...

Protectors & Champions

Christopher Curran
Sam Johnson
Lake Burton Civic Association
Lake Rabun Community Assn.
Jeff & Vickie Sprinkle
Gus Arrendale
Marty Family Charitable Fund




Tributes and Contributions

In Honor and Memory of those that inspire and connect
others to the mission of CASA:

In Honor of Alan White
Tom & Becky Callahan

In Honor of Ann & Denny Webb
Steve & Carole Raeber

In Honor of Ann Pickett
Matt Skilling

In Memory of Carrie
Lalia Hester

In Honor of Chan Yee Peng
John & Sheena Sizemore

In Honor of Christi Fordyce
Linda Statham

In Honor of Christina Toneygay
Yvonne Ring

In Honor of Janney & Cynthia Sanders
Matt Skilling

In Honor of Elsie Le Barron
Kari LeBarron

In Memory of Jim Olson
Harriette Gibson
Dave & Dee Jonas

Linda Caza
Hope Lutheran Church
David & Charlotte Engstrom
John Borntraeger

In Honor of Jordan Oliva Amos
Gus Arrendale

In Honor of Melissa Barrett
Melissa Hatchett
Nick Mitchell

In Honor of Randy & Ruth Daniels

Hartwell First United Methodist Church

Rev Dr. Martin Platzer
CASA of the Year 2016

In Honor of Ruth Daniels
James Daniel

In Memory of Ray Bridges
Ann Sharp

In Memory of Rev. Dr. Martin Platzer
Mimi Payne
Mickey & Judy Moncrief
Quilters From the Hart
Linda Schultz
Laura Brown
Ed & Ginny Buzzel
Rev. Jeffrey & Glenn Olsen
Carla King
Martin & Jennifer Schroeder
Dorothy Sutton
Jon & Michele Janiak
Pauline & Kimberly Valery
Hermon & lone Mensing
Dan & Bonnie Glidden

In Memory of Saylor
Ann Sharp

In Memory of Milton Spratlin
Ann Sharp

In Honor of Tradd Raizes
Beth Raizes

In Honor of Wayne Miller
Wanda Miller

In Honor of Whitney Hutchinson
Lauren Hildebrand

In Memory of William Sharp
Susan & Ed Carman

In Honor of Wyatt's 1st Birthday
Terry Purcell



SIATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

MOUNTAIN CIRCUIT CASA, INC.
D/B/A NORTHEAST GEORGIA CASA
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
For the Year Ended September 30, 2021

REVENUES, GAINS AND OTHER SUPPORT:

State, Federal and Local Assistance $ 353,620
Donations-Unrestricted 75,485

United Way 26,750

Fund Raisers 32,215

TOTAL REVENUE, GAIN, AND SUPPORT . 488,070

EXPENSES:

Salaries 252,061
Payroll Taxes 18,123
Volunteer Recognition 4,301

Staff Benefits 50,438
Rent 18,480

Victim Assistance 780
Telephone 2,722
Office Supplies and Equipment 3,659
Printing and Publication 416
Postage 1,045
Fund Raising 10,684
Travel and Training 7,132
Legal and Accounting 2,100
Occupancy 2,842
Depreciation and Amortization 1,083
Other Expenses 1,566
Insurance 6.445
TOTAL EXPENSES 383.877

Revenues Over Expenditures 104,193

Interest Income 2,113

Change in Net Assets S 106,306

Net Assets October 1, 2020 249,105

Net Assets September 30, 2021 b 355,411




ry génerous We exceeded our Friends of CASA Campaign goal.
golf tournament was once again held at The Orchard after a year's hiatus. It
. successful golf tournament in many years! We were fortunate to be awarded
arI’\/|ct|m Assistance Funds from Rabun County and to be the recipient again of Northeast

- Georgia United Way funding. And we were pleased to be recognized by the Hart County Chamber

of Commerce as one of their Organizations of the Year.

The number of children in foster care in Georgia began to drop slightly during the year.
Unfortunately this was not true for our eight county service area. We continued to see large
numbers of children coming into care in most of our counties. As we move into FY22 we are
mindful that mental health, especially given our last two years of social distancing and virtual
school, is an area that needs attention for the children and families we work with.

Our program has now been serving children for more than 17 years. We are so fortunate to have a
competent and caring staff supported by a committed and passionate board of directors. Over the
last year one of our highlights was increasing our number of active CASA volunteers by more than
10%. At any given time we now have 70-75 active volunteers and currently 21 of these CASAs have
been serving for five or more years! Our CASA volunteers are ensuring the children experiencing
foster care in our communities are receiving the services and support they need. As we continue
to grow our volunteer base, we look forward to closing the gap and providing a strong advocate for
every child in need.
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2021 “Jeff Sprinkle Volunteer of the Year
s as a CASA volunteer, Lindy has spoken up
en objective, professional and passionate in her
ild to v hom she has been appointed.

she was instrumental in having a large sibling group returned to their mother.
he r er, an immigrant from Guatemala, struggled with English and did not understand
'hat the judicial and social service system was asking her to do. Lindy found and engaged
an interpreter who clearly communicated to the mother the requirements and explained the
cultural differences. With this understanding, the mother quickly remedied the problems that
brought her children into foster care and the children were soon reunified with her.

In another case, Lindy gracefully walked the fine line between supporting a mother with
mental illness and advocating for her young son to be adopted rather than returned to her
since she could not care for him.

In addition to being a strong CASA, Lindy is very active as a volunteer in many other ways in
the community and promotes CASA whenever she is involved with her church family at St.
Matthias, helping at Steadfast Farm, or working at the food pantry. Lindy is also always
willing to assist with program PR efforts by speaking to groups, being in program videos and
being interviewed by the media.




VOLUNTEERS

Melissa Anderson
Vinettia Barnes
Lynn Betz
Katrina Bowen
Diane Brown
Annette Bruce
Elizabeth Bryan
Brooke Buffington
Gail Bussard
Geraldine Chalk
Debi Childress
Megan Collins
Kathy Cothran
Teri Creighton
Nathaniel Cross
Kathy Crowe
Christopher Curran
Nannette Curran
Ruth Daniel
Renee Dann

Anthony DeFoor

Dennis Dodge
Sara Dodge
Nicole Dyer

Katherine Webb Evans

Christi Fordyce
Debra Furbish
Melodie Gentry
Pamela Gordon
Terry Griffin
Lindy Harrell
Cheryl Harris
Dana Hartley
Kristy Hattaway
Nancy Henry
Brooks Hogan
Coleen Hudgins
Kathy Keesee
Brenda Kelley
Donna Kelley

Sheila Kesler Ann Price
Kate Kirby Eleanor Ragsdale
Gay Knight Thomas Randle
Diane Lamb Linda Schultz
John Lampe  Paula Schwanenflugel
Kelley Lampe Barbara Setchel
Dana Laprade David Setchel
Angela Luke Jesse Siegrist
Ann Lumley Robert Simons
Joel Lumley Susan Smith-Patrick
Kathie McCurley Jeff Sprinkle
John Moore Ted Taylor
Barbara Newman  Donald Taylor
Sue Nold Judy Thompson
Dottie O'Brien Stacey Trainer
Julie Palmour Mimi Tyson

Tirana Vaknin
Tammy Whitworth
Julie Wilkinson
\EIg AW Nely
Ginger Wright

Janice Parker
Sheree Parrish
Dale Peek
Betty Plagens
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BOARD MEMBERS

Whitney Hutchinson- chair
Bill Flowers- vice chair
Sam Johnson- treasurer
Betty Wilkes-secretary
Susan Carman

Trent Davis
Missy Hatchett
panne Krickovic
ay Mosser
opher Sprowls
Standard
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ber for Life




250

200

150

100

50

Demographics

RACE

AGE

Age 0-5
42.9%

Age 6-11
27.9%
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OUR VISION

It is the Vision of Northeast Georgia CASA, that every
child in foster care in our eight county service area have
the support of a compassionate and well trained
volunteer to advocate for their best interest in the
courtroom and the community.

OUR MISSION

The Mission of Northeast Georgia Court Appointed
Special Advocates (CASA) is to provide training,
supervision and resources for volunteers to advocate for
the best interests of abused and neglected children
within our communities.



