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Clergy Corner: Jabberwocky and Juneteenth
It’s good to have a guide. Especially when the landscape is as strange and
formidable as in Through the Looking-Glass. Humpty Dumpty provides this service
to Alice, not least when he explains the vagaries of language and the coinage of
some unusual words after she reads the poem "Jabberwocky."
"Well, 'slithy' means 'lithe and slimy'. 'Lithe' is the same as
'active'. You see it's like a portmanteau—there are two
meanings packed up into one word."
And a portmanteau, of course, is a two-sided suitcase. Using “portmanteau” to
describe these new constructions out of other words is one of Lewis Carroll’s gifts
to the English language. He created dozens of portmanteau words in
“Jabberwocky.” And although you may not be able to precisely define them, you
can surely sense the meaning of a “vorpal blade” or what a “frabjous day” is like.
Since Lewis Carroll introduced them, portmanteau words are part of the creativity of English. Sometimes
they are deliberately created, as Carroll did. And other times they just seem to blossom into being.
Juneteenth, for instance.
Juneteenth pushes together the nineteenth day and the month of June.
On June 19, 1865 Union Army Major General Gordon Granger arrived
in Galveston and announced the freedom from slavery in Texas. You
may notice that this is a year and a half after the Emancipation
Proclamation became effective on January 1, 1863. But Texas didn’t
officially adhere to this law until General Granger issued General
Order #3 in Galveston on June 19, 1865, which begins:
The people of Texas are informed that, in accordance with a proclamation from
the Executive of the United States, all slaves are free.
These days, all around the United States, Juneteenth is observed as a holiday celebrating the emancipation of
those who had been enslaved in the United States. Or is it?
Juneteenth is the oldest celebration of emancipation in the United States. After this announcement of
freedom, formerly enslaved people in Galveston celebrated, and the following year freedmen in Texas
organized the first of what became the annual celebration of "Jubilee Day" on June 19th. Soon thereafter, the
continuing celebration became known as Juneteenth. But you may never have heard of it. And even if you
have, it may not be an obvious day of celebration.
So, here’s a “new” holiday for us to usher in the summer. And, more importantly I’d say, to remember our
history, to honor those who died for our freedoms, and to give thanks for one more step toward living into
our aspirations as a country of “liberty and justice for all.” Juneteenth anticipates and helps to fulfill our
Independence Day celebrations on July 4th.
So celebrate Juneteenth. Dress up in your finest summer clothes. Host a family barbeque. Drink strawberry
soda. Read the Emancipation Proclamation. These are a few of the traditions associated with Juneteenth.
And those among us who have grown up celebrating Juneteenth can become our guides, helping us to usher
in new commitments to equality and justice in our country in our days—by celebrating one of the most
important events in our national history.
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On May 23 – Pentecost Sunday – the newest member of our
congregation was made part of the communion of saints at
the family’s home church, St. John’s Episcopal Church in
Troy, New York.

Ellis Plunkett
His parents, Olivia and Dan Plunkett, look forward to
bringing him to our next al fresco Eucharist for welcome and
congratulations.

G. Kevin Taylor Scholarships Awarded
At our May meeting the Vestry voted to award scholarships in the amount of
$250 each to our continuing college students—Victoria Espinosa, Zoe
Espinosa, Jacob Samia, Amy Powell, Oliver Mason, and Sam Nilsson. St.
Michael’s is proud to have a tradition of supporting and honoring our college
students through the G. Kevin Taylor Scholarship fund, named for our
previous rector, Fr. Kevin.
We hope to be able to award these scholarships in person to our continuing students as we have in the past. It
will depend on their availability and our ability to meet in person. We’ll keep you posted because we know
you’ll want to be there to let them know how much you think of them!

Tuesday Meditation Service ~ June 8th
Our Candlelight & Meditation service for June is
scheduled for Tuesday June 8th at 7:30pm. As we
enter the Season of Pentecost, our theme for this
month will be
“The Gift of the Holy Spirit”
The service will be livestreamed on our Facebook
page. We hope you will tune in!

July/Aug 2021 newsletter articles are due June 24th. Please send articles to melissaasings@gmail.com
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May She Rest in Peace and Rise in Glory
Sylvia Ann Hickey
August 14,1940 – May 26, 2021
Sylvia Hickey, beloved member of St. Michael’s, passed away
after a time of illness on Wednesday, May 26. Her lovely voice
graced our choir for many years, and we remember her quick
wit and gracious hospitality on many occasions. Memories and
condolences may be shared with Gillian and the family.
Arrangements are pending.

Eucharist Schedule
We are continuing our schedule of monthly al fresco celebrations of the Eucharist
We meet on the bike yard (south of the school) at 10am on the first Sunday
of each month—and we expect this to continue until we feel safe resuming
our weekly indoor services in our (very small!) sanctuary. Our schedule of
services for the summer is:
June 6th
th
 July 4
st
 August 1


On the days that we gather together, we will also collect for our monthly
C.A.S.E. ingathering. See the notice on page 6 for items that are especially
needed to stock the C.A.S.E. food pantry.

Our outreach spotlight for June is
Family Promise
Summer Kids Camp!
Family Promise of the South Bay is kicking off
Summer Kids Camp
And you can help!
If you love spending time with kids and participating in all kinds of crazy activities, this is the camp to
be a part of! Summer Kids Camp is a 6-week program that runs from June 28 through August 6 and
there are lots of opportunities for volunteers dedicated to serving kids and families. And there are a
variety of levels of commitment—each volunteer position varies on time needed. Take a look at the
positions listed on the Family Promise website application (click here). You can make a difference!
Trainings and meetings will take place before camp begins in June.
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Voices from the Vestry
As COVID-19 restrictions ease in LA County, I find myself embracing many
aspects of our changed lives. I organized years full of photographs from a
jumbled mess and moved my digital photos to an external hard drive. That
is my big stay-at-home accomplishment! I also have three plots of
milkweed around my house and I keep an eye on the monarch caterpillars
that chomp away at the leaves. When one gets big and plump, I bring it in
on a branch to form the chrysalis inside. When the butterfly emerges, I
release it outside. I have become a butterfly whisperer.

As I daydream about traveling again someday, I think about what I collect from the places I visit. If
possible, I buy a Christmas ornament that I will write the year on. I try to purchase a dish towel that has
the location on it, too. Sometimes I am able to find a cross or a crucifix for my wall. With no travel, I
have started a collection of cloth masks to wear in public places like the grocery store and our outdoor
church services.
I also listen to a lot of podcasts! I subscribe to about seventy
podcasts, although some have no new episodes once the series ends.
Others have daily or weekly stand alone episodes. Many are
educational or about current events, but my favorites tend to be
more spiritual. “The Confessional” with Nadia Bolz-Weber is a gritty
show where a Lutheran minister chats with a guest about their life
and then offers a personal healing prayer to conclude the episode.
“Unlocking Us” with Brené Brown includes her conversations with a
variety of guests about human connections. “Poetry Unbound” is a
contemplative podcast where Pádraig Ó Tuama reads a single poem,
offers an interpretation, then reads it again in his beautiful Irish lilt.
“Meditative Story” is a mindfulness guide wrapped around a personal
story interwoven with calming music. In addition, “This Is Love” tells
quirky tales of all kinds of love. Finally, “This American Life” is an all
time favorite weekly radio show on NPR which is available as a
podcast on Sunday. The host, Ira Glass, can relax me right to sleep
with his soothing voice so I listen when I’m working in the kitchen.
If I see you at our First Sunday of the Month service, please let me know what has inspired you during
the lockdown.
Kathy Van Orden
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June Calendar
We are continuing our schedule of once-a-month in-person al fresco services of Holy Eucharist on the bike
yard south of the school building. We plan to maintain this schedule as long as it is in line with public
health recommendations and until it is safe for us to return to worship indoors in our (very small!)
sanctuary. In addition, last month we began livestreaming our other weekly Sunday services from the
sanctuary with a small group of participants—officiant, musician, and reader. We invite you to join our
weekday and Sunday services on our Facebook page and meet for Sunday morning coffee via Zoom.
St. Michael’s Children’s Center is open under strict guidelines set by the CDC and Los Angeles County
Health Department. Please note that Yeaton Hall is now a full-time school classroom, and so is unavailable
for use as a meeting space.
Aside from the school and our monthly al fresco service,
we will continue a policy of no in-person events at St. Michael’s until further notice.

Special Events
Sunday, June 6

Our monthly al fresco service at 10am
In person on the bike yard south of the
school building

Tuesday, June 8

Candlelight & Meditation Service at
7:30pm
This service will be livestreamed on our
Facebook page

Monday, June 14

Flag Day

Saturday, June 19

Juneteenth

Sunday, June 20

Father’s Day

Yet to be scheduled

June Vestry meeting
Our Vestry meeting will be via Zoom

Continuing Events
Sundays

10am Sunday services
online on our Facebook page

Monday-Thursday

Regular weekday online services
online on our Facebook page
Monday—8am
Tuesday—12noon
Wednesday—5pm
Thursday—8pm

Morning Devotions
Noonday Prayer
Vespers
Compline
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June Birthday Blessings
2 Melissa Albers 18 Chloe Samia
4 Pelle Nilsson

24 Jeffrey Okon

9 Alex Nilsson

27 Jeanie Powell

17 Momi Ince

C.A.S.E. Ingathering June 6th
Oil—vegetable, canola, olive

Sugar—granulated, powdered, brown

Coffee—regular & decaf

Dry beans—pinto, black, lentils

Canned tuna—albacore & chunk light

Canned pinto beans

Canned chili—turkey chili, no beans chili

Jell-O boxes

Bottles of juice—apple, orange, cranberry

Laundry soap

Cereal—kid friendly, sugary

Body wash

Oatmeal—in canisters, not individual packets

Shampoo & conditioner

Honey

Toothpaste

Mayo

Toilet paper

Salad dressings—1000 Island, Honey Mustard

Happy Father’s Day
Sunday, June 20
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FAMILY PROMISE
It is exciting to share that one of our families, Altis, Elena, and their child are settling into their new home!
This family was part of our transitional housing program.
Thank you to everyone who donated during Giving Day to help families experiencing homelessness in the
South Bay. In total, we raised $62,313! Family Promise affiliates nationwide participated in Giving Day, and
we’re proud to share that our affiliate raised the most and had the most amount of donors! We are very
grateful to EVT Corp’s match challenge.
We are currently serving 3 families in transition with children
 Family #1 Judy (Mom), Lucifer (Dad), Amaymon, Declan
 Family #2 Marlon (Dad), Sarai (Mom), Marlon Jr., Moises, Max, Nakita
 Family #3 Kimberly (Mom), London
Our 2021 Host Weeks – Please save these dates!
 Second quarter: June 6 – 12
 Third quarter: October 10 - 16
 Fourth quarter: December 12 – 18
Wish List
 Gift Cards for groceries and gas
 Laundry Detergent, Cleaning Supplies, Paper Towels/Toilet Paper, Fullsize toiletries, Diapers size 4
 Individual pack cereals, granola/oatmeal bars
Volunteer Opportunities
We are looking for individuals to work as paid staff at camp throughout the whole summer and volunteers
to help out in a variety of ways! Summer Kids Camp will be 6 weeks long, Monday through Friday, June
28—August 6. Camp activities run 9am-3pm and daycare is available from 7am-6pm. Camp is open to low
income families and is for grades entering Kindergarten through 8th grade. Please signup online.
There is a new volunteer form online at www.familypromiseosb.org. The form makes it simpler to connect
with opportunities that fit within your areas of interest. There are opportunities for tutoring for reading
and homework help right now.
With love, Jeanie Powell
cheeriochewer@gmail.com
310-462-9904
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THE
GUARDIAN
St. Michael the Archangel Episcopal Church
Parish Office: 310-322-2589
Web site: www.stmichaels-elsegundo.org
Email: StMichaelsElSegundo@gmail.com
St. Michael’s Children’s Center
Ms. Lauren Cherrington
School Office: 310-322-7522
Worship Schedule
Sunday 8:00am Rite I Said Service
Sunday 10:00am Rite II
with Music and Childcare
Sunday School: 1st, 2nd & 3rd Sundays

El Segundo

The Reverend Dina Ferguson, D. Min.
Mission Statement for St. Michael’s Church

Growing in God’s Love.
Working in God’s Spirit.

June 2021
St. Michael the Archangel Episcopal Church
361 Richmond Street
El Segundo, CA 90245

TO:

