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Bill of Rights

• The Bill of Rights are the first 10 
amendments of the US Constitution. 
These amendments guarantee civil 
rights and liberties to individuals. The 
amendments also outline and describe 
the processes for protecting the civil 
rights and liberties of citizens. At the 
time of their creation, the Anti-
Federalists thought it was important 
that these rights be explicitly stated.



First 10 Amendments – Bill of Rights
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Bill of Rights

Amendment 1 – The freedom of religion, speech and press.

Amendment 2 – The right to keep and bear arms.

Amendment 3 – Citizens do not have to provide housing for 
soldiers in time of war or peace.

Amendment 4 – The freedom from unreasonable searches and 
seizures. 

Amendment 5 – Due process is guaranteed. A person can not be 
punished if they choose silence in a criminal trial. A person may 
not be prosecuted twice for the same offense. 

Amendment 6 – An accused person has the right to a speedy and 
public trial.

Amendment 7 – A person has the right to a trial by jury in civil 
cases.

Amendment 8 – The freedom from excessive bail amounts and 
cruel and unusual punishments.

Amendment 9 – The rights of people are not just the rights listed 
in the Constitution.

Amendment 10 – There are certain rights and powers reserved by 
the states.
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