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MONEY, CREDIT CARDS, & TIPPING

MONEY:  US Dollars work well in most African countries everywhere. Bring cash, in small donations, $1’s, $5’s, $10’s, and $20’s (lots of ones). In addition bring cash for what ever you plan to spend on small souvenirs. Large souvenir shops, hotels, and restaurants will accept Visa or Master-card, local craftsman won’t. You may want to change some money into local currency in the airport for soda/candy etc..  Since most meals are paid for, especially in all safari camps, your extra adult beverage bill, in most cases, can be paid or handled with a credit card.

CURRENCY:  Each country in Africa operates on a different monetary system. Please find below estimated exchange rates for countries you might be visiting:

South Africa: 14.57 Rand equals $1.00 USD

Kenya: 111.197 Shillings equals $1.00 USD

Tanzania: 2,319.12 Shillings equals $1.00 USD

Namibia: 6.1 Namibia Dollars equals $1.00 USD

Zambia: 4,777 Kwacha equals $1.00 USD

Botswana: 9.76 Pula equals $1.00 USD

Zimbabwe: Uses USD and South Africa Rand as currency

Uganda 3,694 shillings equal $1.00 USD
CREDIT CARDS:  Visa and Mastercard works best. American Express is not widely accepted.

TIPPING:  We are often asked about tipping etiquette on safaris, so we will offer general guidelines based on our experience there. Tipping is personal, and solely at your discretion, and should be based on your actual experience and the quality of service you received. 

Tipping in Africa is as customary as it is in the USA. Remember that depending on your point of reference, some of our suggestions may seem small compared to what you might expect (ever try to give a cabby in New York less than 10%!) in the states. Often these tips are equivalent to a half of, or a full months wages. Also you do not want to be too extravagant and make it difficult on subsequent clients.

CATEGORY                                PER DAY

Professional Guide                       $10 – 15 (given to them personally upon departure from camp/tour)

Trackers                                        $ 5 – 10 

Camp Staff (reception area)        $ 5 per person, per day for each person in your party

Porters                                           $ 1 per bag
Driver                                             $5 per person, per day for each person in your party.

You may want to tip individual staff members in the event they have performed special services for you.
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