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by Hermann Zapf

M
Optima

The Optima typeface is a clear and precise font designed 
by the renowned type designer Hermann Zapf. Optima 
was inspired by classical Roman inscriptions and is 
distinguished by its flared terminals – the ends of letters. 
The curves and straights of the Optima fonts vary 
minutely in thickness to provide a graceful and clear 
impression to the eye. Optima is used to convey classic ideals 
as well as current trends. For example, it is used by skin care 
giant Estée Lauder as its official typeface design. Optima is also 
used by the Traveller™ science fiction role-playing games.
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T h e  n a m e  M e r a k  w a s  i n s p i re d  f ro m  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  5 t h 
b r i g h t e s t  s t a r  i n  t h e  B i g  D i p p e r  a s t e r i s m  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h 
t h e  c o n s t e l l a t i o n  U r s a  M a j o r.  T h e  b r a n d  i s  a l l  a b o u t 
t r a n s p a re n c y,  h o n e s t y,  b r i l l i a n c e ,  t r u s t ,  a n d  m o s t 
i m p o r t a n t l y,  s h i n e !  We  a i m  a t  b e i n g  d i f f e re n t ,  w e  g o t 
i n s p i re d  f ro m  o u r  re a l  s t a r  M e r a k ,  a n d  t h u s  w e  c h o s e  o u r 
s l o g a n  d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h i s .  T h e  s l o g a n  i s  A  S H I N E  T H AT 
L E A D S  Y O U  H O M E ,  w h i c h  w e  a i m  a t  d o i n g .  M e r a k  w i l l  b e 
t h e  s o u rc e  o f  i n s p i r a t i o n ,  s u p p o r t  a n d  g u i d a n c e  t o  i t ’s 
c l i e n t s ,  p ro m i s i n g  a  h a p p y  e n d i n g  a t  a  h a p p y  h o m e ! 
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