
The 30th “Asia Today” Series took place on May 7, 14, and 21, 2016, with talks
focusing on the increasingly endangered languages of the Pacific Islands, as

well as the histories and modern circumstances of the nations of Indonesia and
Singapore. 
       On May 7, in a lecture titled “Oceanic Tongues: Assessing and Documenting
Language Vitality in the Contemporary Pacific,” Dr. Alexander Mawyer addressed
the story of language shift and change in Pacific Island history. He used poetic lan-
guage and the language of local ecological knowledge to illustrate modern issues of
identity, mobility, politics, and globalization. The audience responded positively to
this talk, appreciating the “rich information” and “nice illustrations.”
       In the following two lectures, Dr. Ehito Kimura spent one morning delivering
the lecture “Unity in Diversity,” talking about Indonesia. Explaining that it is one
of the world’s most diverse countries, he described how the government and the
nation’s politics have affected everyday Indonesians. On the final day of the Series,
in “Singapore: Development vs. Democracy,” Dr. Kimura spent the morning dis-
cussing the trade-offs Singapore has made between politics and business in its
search for wealth and freedom. His talks were well received, with audience mem-
bers commenting on the in-depth information and interesting perspectives.
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The 30th Annual “Asia Today” Series
Spring 2016:  Indonesia, Pacific Islands and Singapore

Continued on page 2

CAPE’s annual Language and Culture
Seminar will take place on three con-

secutive Saturdays starting October 29,
2016.  Please join us to hear experts invit-
ed from University of Hawaii to speak on
the language and culture of Cambodia, the
Philippines, and Sri Lanka.
       Whether or not you are planning a trip
to see the fabulous Angkor Wat, perhaps
you would like to learn about the Khmer
language and how it is taught at UH by
one of the world’s few experts on teaching
it, Dr. Chhany Sak-Humphry. Following
her mini-language lesson, Dr. Paul Lavy
will tell you about the history and current

The 27th Annual 
Language and Culture

Seminar
Fall 2016:  

Cambodia, The Philippines,
Sri Lanka

UPCOMING!

Dr. Alexander Mawyer Dr. Ehito Kimura

Participants from various professional and academic disciplines who joined the 30th
Annual Asia Today Series, Spring 2016 UPCOMING!

The 9th APC
Leadership Luncheon

Lecture Series 
Tuesday, November 29, 2016

11:30 am – The Willows Restaurant

State Superintendent of Education
Kathryn Matayoshi will speak at the

Leadership Luncheon on the topic
“Leadership through Adversity.” 

Continued on page 5

Ms. Kathryn Matayoshi
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27th Annual Language and Culture Seminar
Continued  from page 1

events around Angkor Wat.
       Two speakers will introduce the sec-
ond featured nation, the Philippines. First,
Dr. Leticia Pagkalinawan will direct a fun
lesson in Filipino, introducing some basic
vocabulary and then some songs and games
to make it all more enjoyable. Next Dr.
Ricardo Trimillos, UH Professor Emeritus
of Asian studies as well as ethnomusicolo-

gy, will discuss how language, music, and
performance all come together to build a
sense of identity for the people of the
Philippines.
       Finally, take a virtual tour of Sri
Lanka, as Dr. Wimal Dissanayake, the
author of over 60 books in both English
and Sinhalese, talks about the intertwined
nature of culture and nationhood, and how

the two phenomena are linked in a feed-
back loop where each informs and nurtures
the other. 
       We invite you to come and experience
the world as these expert and enthusiastic
speakers bring it to our own doorstep here
in Honolulu! 
       For more information for times and
location, please visit www.cape.edu.

Aluncheon meeting was hosted by Dr.
Jai-Ho Yoo, CAPE President, on

April 13, 2016, at Xingkai Chinese
Restaurant in Seoul, Korea, to thank the
members of CAPE Friends/Korea for
their support over the past three decades.
The lunch this year was especially mean-
ingful as it marked the close of the chap-
ter of the past 30 years, and sought to
open a new chapter for a new generation
of CAPE friends to come.
       CAPE Friends/Korea bid Mahalo to
the members of the original chapter and
welcomed the new members who will
carry it on, perhaps for another 30 years.
Nearly 35 years ago, in 1982, Dr. Mo-Im
Kim began her term as the first president
and paved a solid foundation of CAPE
Friends/Korea.  Mr. Young-Tae Kim
took over in 1987, and has served as its
second president to this day.  His cease-
less energy and support played a vital
role in raising funds for the CAPE Home,
and he continued in his support regard-
less of his own business challenges.  
       Following a lunch and warm
exchange of aloha and fond memories of
CAPE’s development, the program began
with remarks by CAPE President Jai-Ho

CAPE Friends/Korea at luncheon meeting held in April in Seoul.

Hearty Mahalo to Members of CAPE Friends/Korea

       Although this is a time of celebra-
tion for CAPE, we would like to take this
opportunity to remember our wonderful
friend and member of CAPE
Friends/Korea, the Honorable Speaker
Mansup Lee, who passed away on
December 14, 2015.  
       Our sincerest Mahalo to retiring
members, and a warm welcome to the
members of the New Chapter! We wish
to give special thanks to Mr. Young-Tae
Kim, Dr. Mo-Im Kim, Mr. Chul-Woo
Yang, Dr. Myung-Seok Park, Dr. Nahm-
Sheik Park, Dr. Susie Kim, Dr. Choon-
Hak Cho, Dr. Euisook Kim, Dr. Hyun-
Wook Kim, and Mr. Seung-Hwan Choi.
Aloha & Mahalo!
       Mahalo Certificates were awarded to
the following members:
Mr. Young-Tae Kim, Dr. Mo-Im Kim,
Mr. Chul-Woo Yang, Dr. Nahm-Sheik
Park, Dr. Myeong-Seok Park, Dr. Susie
Kim, Dr. Choon-Hak Cho, Dr. Euisook
Kim, Dr. Sung-Chul Yang, Mr. Seok-
Soon Yoon, Dr. Kyung-Ja Park, Dr. In-
Sook Kim, Mr. Seung-Hwan Choi, Dr.
Hyun-Uk Kim, Dr. Sung-Kyu Cho, and
Dr. Sung-Hoon Kim.

Yoo welcoming and thanking the guests
for their warm support of CAPE, both
financially and morally, since its incep-
tion.  He expressed his deep gratitude to
the members, who helped CAPE become
what it is today, and whose support never
wavered even during adverse economic
times such as the IMF crisis in the late
20th century. 
       Dr. Yoo’s remarks preceded a talk
by Mr. Young-Tae Kim, Chairman of
Daesung Group, who spoke of his long
personal friendship with Dr. Yoo, start-
ing in the early 1970s. His connection
with CAPE began in the early 1980s, and
came about because he admired CAPE’s
goals of cross-cultural exchange between
people in Asia and the Pacific regions via
professional and academic collaboration,
interchange and cooperative study and
research.  Mr. Kim enjoyed being a part
of the CAPE community because it
greatly assisted participants in achieving
their academic goals. He closed with a
few words on his friendship with Dr.
Yoo and other members, and the hope
that his contributions helped pave the
way for the next era of CAPE. 

Mr. Young-Tae Kim Dr. Mo-Im Kim Dr. Myung-Seok Park Dr. Nahm-Sheik ParkMr. Chul-Woo Yang
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114th Workshop for Asian-
Pacific Teachers of English
(Dec 27, 2015 – Jan 23, 2016)

Ten secondary school teachers of
English came from Jeonbuk Province

to learn about foreign language pedagogy,
visit local schools, polish their English
skills, and enjoy the Hawaiian sunshine.
They were sponsored by the Jeonbuk
Office of Education.
       During their four weeks in Honolulu,
the teachers visited Niu Valley Middle
School and Stevenson Middle School. We
thank Principals Mr. Sean Tajima and Ms.
Linell Dilwith, as well as their schools’
Coordinators, Ms. Kimberly Nicely and
Mr. Leonard Padayhag. 
       As always, our teacher-students
attended lectures on theory and practices by
UH faculty, including Dr. Graham
Crookes, Dr. Richard Day, Dr. Elizabeth
Gilliland, Dr. Christina Higgins, Dr. Sandra
McKay, Dr. Hanh Thi Nguyen, and Dr.
Richard Schmidt. Teaching techniques and
culture classes were led by instructors Ms.
Angela Haeusler and Ms. Eriza Bareng
respectively. 

115th Workshop for Asian-
Pacific Teachers of English
(Jan 22 – Feb 18, 2016)

Asecond group of thirteen secondary
school teachers, supported by

Sookmyung Women’s University, came
from Seoul for the month of February.
They visited Kalakaua Middle School and

Washington Middle School. As always, this
would not be possible without the hospitali-
ty of these schools’ leadership teams,
including KMS Principal Ms. Lorelei
Aiwohi, KMS Vice Principal Ms. Natalie
Mun-Takata, and WMS Principal Mr.
Michael Harano. 
       Their pedagogical theory and practice
sessions were led, as before, by faculty
from UH. We are ever grateful to the hard
work of Dr. Graham Crookes, Dr. Richard
Day, Mr. Kenton Harsch, Dr. Christina
Higgins, Dr. Sandra McKay, Dr. Hanh Thi
Nguyen, Dr. Richard Schmidt, and Dr.
Nicole Ziegler. In addition, Mr.
Christopher Hunter provided culture class-
es and Mr. Myron Monte gave a special
session. 

116th Workshop for Asian-
Pacific Teachers of English
(Jan 4 – 19, 2016)

CAPE annually hosts future teachers of
English for a teacher-training work-

shop. For two weeks in January, fifteen
graduate students from the International
Graduate School of English joined us,
under the guidance of Mr. Luke Jones.
They attended lectures on teaching theory
and practice by Dr. Graham Crookes, Dr.
Richard Day, Dr. Betsy Gilliland, Dr.
Christina Higgins, Dr. Hanh Thi Nguyen,
Dr. Richard Schmidt, and Dr. Nicole
Ziegler. Their program included a visit to
Jarrett Middle School and Punahou School.
We thank JMS Principal Mr. Reid Kuba,
JMS Coordinator Ms. Melissa Higa, and
Punahou’s Wo International Center
Director Mr. Chai Reddy for their generous
hospitality in welcoming our students. 

117th Workshop for Asian-
Pacific Teachers of English
(Jan 27 – Feb 18, 2016)

Athird month-long workshop for sec-
ondary teachers of English saw eigh-

teen teachers hosted by the Kwangju Office
of Education studying English, pedagogy,
and Hawai‘i’s cultural and natural beauty.
They were accompanied by Ms. Suyeon

Jung and Mr. Jae Gwang Ban. They visited
Farrington High School and the University
Lab School, hosted warmly by Principals
Mr. Alfredo Carganilla and Mr. Keoni
Jeremiah. Their lectures on language edu-
cation theory were given by UH faculty
members Dr. Graham Crookes, Dr. Richard
Day, Dr. Elizabeth Gilliland, Mr. Kenton
Harsch, Dr. Sandra McKay, Dr. Hanh Thi
Nguyen, Dr. Richard Schmidt, and Dr.
Nicole Ziegler. The culture classes were
taught by Ms. Eriza Bareng, and they
enjoyed a special session with Mr. Myron
Monte. 

32nd Workshop for Elementary
Teachers of English
(Jan 10 – Feb 5, 2016)

Agroup of twelve students came from
Gyeongin National University of

Education escorted by Ms. Hyejung Shin
and Dr. Kitaek Kim. In addition to the cul-
ture and teaching techniques classes with
Mr. Christopher Hunter and Ms. Bonnie
Sylwester, they visited Kuhio Elementary
School, Thomas Jefferson ES, and Waikiki
ES. We thank Principal Lyn Kobayashi and
Parent Facilitator Ms. Patricia Rodrigues,
Principal Mr. Garret Zakahi, and Principal
Ms. Bonnie Tabor, respectively, for their
gracious welcome of our students. These
student teachers also attended lectures
delivered by UH faculty on the topics of
pedagogy and language acquisition, given
by Dr. Graham Crookes, Dr. Richard Day,
Dr. Betsy Gilliland, Dr. Sandra McKay, Dr.
Hanh Thi Nguyen, and Dr. Richard
Schmidt.

English teachers in the 114th Workshop for Asian-
Pacific Teachers of English with, Dr. Richard Day,
Ms. Angela Haeusler, Dr. Christina Higgins, Mr.
Myron Monte, and Dr. Richard Schmidt, January
2016.

English Teachers in the 115th Workshop for Asian-
Pacific Teachers of English with, Dr. Richard Day,
Mr. Kenton Harsch, Mr. Christopher Hunter, Dr.
Sandra McKay, Mr. Myron Monte, Dr. Richard
Schmidt, and Dr. Nicole Ziegler, February 2016.

English Teachers in the 117th Workshop for Asian-
Pacific Teachers of English, with Mr. Kenton
Harsch, Dr. Sandra McKay and Dr. Nicole Ziegler,
February 2016.

Participants in the 32nd Workshop for Elementary
Teachers of English with, Mr. Myron Monte, Dr.
Hanh Thi Nguyen, and Ms. Bonnie Sylwester,
January 2016.

English Teachers in the 116th Workshop for Asian-
Pacific Teachers of English, with Dr. Richard Day,
Dr. Christina Higgins, Mr. Myron Monte, and Dr.
Richard Schmidt, January 2016.
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33rd Workshop for Elementary
Teachers of English
(Jan 22 – Feb 18, 2016)

In the second workshop for elementaryschool teachers, 21 teachers from Seoul,
with the support of Sookmyung Women’s
University, attended lectures on pedagogy,
English, and American culture. Their theo-
ry and practice sessions were taught by Dr.
Graham Crookes, Dr. Richard Day, Dr.
Elizabeth Gilliland, Dr. Christina Higgins,
Dr. Sandra McKay, Dr. Hanh Thi Nguyen,
and Dr. Richard Schmidt. The teaching
techniques and culture classes were given
by Ms. Angela Haeusler and Mr.
Christopher Hunter. 
       The teacher students visited four
schools in Honolulu. Principal Ms. Arnie
Kikkawa welcomed them to Puuhale
Elementary; Principal Ms. Cindy Yun-Kim
and Second Grade teacher Ms. Sherry
Takenishi hosted at Queen Kaahumanu ES;
Director of Admissions Ms. Darian
Tolentino was at the door at St. Francis
School; and finally Principal Mr. Kapono
Ciotto was ready at Waialae ES. We are
deeply grateful to the generous hospitality
from Honolulu’s teaching ohana for our
students.

69th International Program for
College Nursing Students
(Jan 11 – 24, 2016)

CAPE’s one-of-a-kind program in
English and Hawaiian-American med-

ical culture hosted a total of four groups of
nursing students. The first group of twenty
young women came for two weeks from

English teachers in the 33rd Workshop for
Elementary Teachers of English, with Dr. Richard
Day, Ms. Angela Haeusler, Mr. Christopher Hunter,
Dr. Sandra McKay, Mr. Myron Monte, and Dr.
Richard Schmidt, February 2016.

Kyungnam University, chaperoned by Dr.
Eun Suk Yun. In addition to their English
and American culture class taught by Mr.
Mark McGrath and Mr. Christopher
Hunter, these student nurses also visited
several of Honolulu’s medical facilities.
We and they thank Lydia Chock at Maluhia
Hospital; Sai Chantavy and Cecile Morris
at Maunalani Nursing & Rehab Center;
Makana McClellan at Queen’s Medical
Center; Sherri Sommer-Candelario at
Kapiolani Medical Center; Gayle Oshima
at Kuakini Medical Center; and Sarah Kim
at Straub Clinic & Hospital for allowing
them to visit and observe their facilities.
       In addition to ESL classes and site vis-
its, these students also heard lectures on
nursing issues given by UH faculty, includ-
ing Dr. John Casken, Dr. Estelle Codier,
Dr. Patricia Nishimoto, and Dr. Verna
Hanashiro.

70th International Program for
College Nursing Students
(Jan 18 – 30, 2016)

Asecond group of eighteen nurses came
from Chungang University, escorted

by Dr. Kyungsook Park. They also visited
Maluhia Hospital, Maunalani Nursing &
Rehab Center,  the Straub Clinic and
Hospital, Kapiolani Medical Center for
Women & Children, and the Kuakini
Medical Center. In addition, they visited
the Pali Momi Medical Center, hosted by
Brigitte McKale. Once again we thank the
staff and our students’ hosts for their warm
and generous welcome at these facilities. 
       For this group, Mr. Mark McGrath 
and Ms. Anita Bruce taught the English 
and American culture classes, and once
again Dr. John Casken, Dr. Estelle Codier,
Dr. Patricia Nishimoto, and Dr. Verna
Hanashiro spoke on nursing issues in 
special lectures.

71st International Program for
College Nursing Students
(Jan 19 – Feb 1, 2016)

Twelve nursing students from Cha
Medical University made up the third

group of students here for the nursing
workshop, accompanied by Ms. Kyung

Participants in the 70th Program for College
Nursing Students, with Dr. Verna Hanashiro and
Dr. John Casken, January 2016.

Hyun Lee. They visited Leahi Hospital,
Maunalani Nursing & Rehab, and Queen’s
Medical Center. We thank their hosts and
guides, Lydia Chock, Sai Chantavy, Cecile
Morris, and Makana McClellan for their
support in allowing this program to offer
this popular activity. Mrs. Aileen
Moriwake taught the class in Hawaiian and
American culture; and Dr. John Casken,
Dr. Estelle Codier, Dr. Patricia Nishimoto,
and Dr. Verna Hanashiro lectured on nurs-
ing issues.

72nd International Program for
College Nursing Students
(Feb 4 – 24, 2016)

The final group of nursing students, who
remained for three weeks, consisted of

sixteen students from Hallym University,
and were chaperoned by Dr. Shin-Jeong
Kim and Dr. Soon-Ok Yang. They, too,
visited Leahi Hospital, Maluhia Hospital,
Maunalani Nursing & Rehab Center, and
Queen’s Medical Center. We thank Lydia
Chock, Sai Chantavy, Cecile Morris, and
Makana McClellan for making these visits
possible. 
       These nurses also studied English with
Ms. Anita Bruce, and American/Hawaiian
culture with Mrs. Aileen Moriwake. They
heard special lectures on nursing issues
delivered by Dr. John Casken, Dr. Estelle
Codier, Dr. Patricia Nishimoto, and Dr.
Verna Hanashiro, and a talk on Hawaii’s
past and present by Dr. Edward Shultz, all
faculty at UH.

Participants in the 72nd Program for College
Nursing Students, with Ms. Anita Bruce and Mrs.
Aileen Moriwake, February 2016.

Participants in the 71st Program for College
Nursing Students, with Dr. John Casken, Dr. Verna
Hanashiro, and Mrs. Aileen Moriwake, January
2016.

Participants in the 69th Program for College
Nursing Students, with Dr. John Casken, Dr. Verna
Hanashiro, Mr. Christopher Hunter, Mr. Mark
McGrath, and Mr. Myron Monte, January 2016.
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Merit awardees (69th Nursing Students)
after receipt of the awards: (From left)
Ms. Bugyeong Kwun and Ms. Sujin Seo.

Merit awardees (70th Nursing Students)
after receipt of the awards: (From left)
Ms. Ji Hyeong Jou and Ms. Hanbee Cho.

Merit awardees (71st Nursing Students)
after receipt of the awards: (From left)
Mr. Eunwoo Kim and Ms. Sulyun Koh.

Merit awardees (32nd Elementary
Teachers) after receipt the awards:
(From left) Miss Hee-Seo Yang and Miss
Inkyeong Kim. 

Merit awardees (72nd Nursing Students)
after receipt of the awards: (From left)
Ms. Yun Ju Kang and Ms. Ju Eun Kim.

Merit awardees (114th English Teachers)
after receipt of the awards: (From left)
Ms. Misuk Park and Ms. Aram Seo.

Merit awardees (115th English Teachers)
after receipt of the awards: (From left)
Mr. Wookhyun Kim and Ms. Euisuk Bae.

Merit awardees (117th English Teachers)
after receipt of the awards: (From left)
Ms. Jee Sun Seong & Ms. Keun Hee Yang.

Merit awardees (33rd Elementary
Teachers) after receipt the awards: (From
left) Ms. Jihye Lee and Ms. Jihyun Lee.

CAPE Fellowships/Scholarships
Winter 2016

Once again, our generous donors made it
possible for CAPE to award several 
fellowships and scholarships to support out-
standing participants in the various Winter
2016 programs. Please join us in recognizing
and congratulating the following award
recipients:

2016 Winter Merit 
Awards & Grants

Choon-Hak Cho Grant:
Miss Su Lyun Koh and Ms. Jihyun Lee 

Eui-Sook Kim Grant:
Miss Hanbee Cho and Ms. Jee Sun Jeong

Nahm-Sheik Park Grant:
Ms. Euisuk Bae, Mr. Eun Woo Kim, Miss
Ju-Eun Kim, Ms. Jihye Lee, Ms. Misuk
Park,  Miss Hee-Seo Yang, Dr. Shin-Jeong
Kim and Dr. Kyung-Sook Park

Young-Tae Kim Grant:
Miss Ji-Hyeong Jou, Miss Yun-Ju Kang, Mr.
Wookhyun Kim, Ms. Aram Seo, Miss Sujin
Seo, Ms. Keun Hee Yang, Dr. Kitaek Kim,
Ms. Kyunghyun Lee, Dr. Soon-Ok Yang,
and Dr. Eunsuk Yun

Myung-Seok Park Grant:
Miss Inkyeong Kim and Miss Bugyeong
Kwun

The 9th APC Leadership Luncheon
Continued  from page 1
       During the last five years, the DOE
has faced national, state, and local politics,
budget cuts or economic problems, and the
complex issue of meeting student, teacher,
and educational leader demands while still

keeping the state’s public schools running.
Ms. Matayoshi will talk about navigating
the push and pull of internal and external
forces as she has served as Superintendent
for the last several years. 

       Join us for lunch and insight into lead-
ership at The Willows Restaurant, 901
Hausten Street, at 11:30 on November 29,
2016.
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We thank all who supported CAPE and its programs in 2016. Your generous and
continued support is greatly appreciated. CAPE plans to continue serving the
educational and professional development needs of the people of the Asia-
Pacific region. We will also continue our work towards obtaining sufficient
funds to erect the planned CAPE Center on the site of the current CAPE home.

Dr. & Mrs. Edward J. Shultz
70th Program for College Nursing
Students (Chungang)
71st Program for College Nursing
Students (Cha)

SPONSOR
Mr. Charles H. Carole
M/M Alfred Ono

REGULAR
Mr. Robert Alm
Ms. Pat Buckman
Ms. Dorothy Colby
Dr. Judith Kirkendall
Ms. Lynn Murakami-Akatsuka
Mr. Henry Renteria

BENEFACTOR
Mr. & Mrs. Doyoung Kim
Mr. Young-Tae Kim
Dr. Myung-Seok Park
Mr. & Mrs. James H. Koh

SUSTAINING
Dr. John Casken
Mr. Chul-Woo Yang
9th Workshop on Eldercare

ASSOCIATE
Dr. Choon-Hak Cho
Mr. Dongjae Lee
Mr. Myron M. Monte
Dr. Kyungsook Park & Miss Haerin Kim
Dr. Nahm-Sheik Park

PATRON
Dr. Charles T. Araki
New York Life Insurance Company –
Mr. Steven Chang
Dr. Deane Neubauer
Dr. Joon-Sung Park
Mr. Samuel K. Rhee
Ms. Tsuneko Sano

CAPE Membership
Increases in 2016

Mahalo To Our 
2016 Contributors

LIFETIME
Mr. Kenton Harsch & Ms. Yuri Miyata

TEN-YEAR
Dr. Deane Neubauer

ANNUAL
Mr. Charles H. Carole
Ms. Dorothy Colby
Ms.  Lynn Murakami-Akatsuka
Mrs.  Barbara C. Miller
Mr. Henry Renteria

A warm Mahalo goes out to each of the
following CAPE contributors for their
support through September 30, 2016:

ABOUT CAPE

THE CENTER FOR ASIA-PACIFIC
EXCHANGE, a publicly supported, non-
profit educational institution, was
established in Honolulu, Hawaii in
November 1980.  CAPE is accredited
by the Accrediting Council for
Continuing Education and Training
(ACCET), a national accrediting agency
recognized by the U.S. Secretary of
Education.

The members of the Board of Directors
are John Chang, Former Deputy
Attorney General, State of Hawaii;
James T. Shon, Director, Hawaii
Educational Policy Center; Edward J.
Shultz, Former Dean, School of
Hawaiian, Asian & Pacific Studies; 
Jai-Ho Yoo, President, CAPE; and Fred
Yoo, Co-President, CAPE.

For additional information, write to:

The Center for Asia-Pacific Exchange
P.O. Box 23397

Honolulu, Hawaii  96823-3397
Tel: (808) 942-8553
Fax: (808) 941-9575

E-Mail: cape@cape.edu

Visit our website: 
http://www.cape.edu

A Thread Which Passes Through All

Today is the second day in Hawaii. I went to Waikiki Beach
where I had a surfing lesson for one hour, then practiced by

myself for another hour. The surfing instructor was quite old and
looked bored when he taught us the very basic techniques. I
understood his attitude because he might have conquered the
wave when he was young. I guessed that teaching how to surf to
beginners seemed to undermine his pride. His tanned face remind-
ed me of Santiago in Ernest Hemingway's The Old Man and the
Sea. Anyway, I had a hard time balancing myself on the surfboard
at first. The instructor grabbed my board and pushed me to the
shore. No sooner had he pushed me to the shore than I bent on my
knees and plunged into the salty water. The water was so salty
that I thought that I could eat a whole cow without any seasoning. I
was quite disappointed but paddled toward him again as if I were
an eaglet that failed to fly from a nest. He said, "Grab the wave
and balance," when he pushed me back again. His voice suddenly
sounded spiritual, reason of which I didn't know. I stood up and

By Mr. Hyun-Jung Kim, 
a participant in the 
119th Workshop for 

Asian-Pacific Teachers 
of English

(June 26 – July 23, 2016) 

could go all the way to the shore. I went back to him, smiling with
high spirits. He told me that I did a really great job. His compliment
made me do it again. After I finished my first surfing lesson, I went
to Ward Center with other surf challengers: Juhyun and Boyoung.
We went to an Italian restaurant to eat some pizza and salad with
beer. The man who waited our table seemed quite energetic but
nervous because it was his fifth day of work in that restaurant. He
didn't know how much a cup of beer was and asked the manager
beside him. We finally succeeded in ordering our food and ate
them all. When I paid for our bill, I complimented him on his kind-
ness and enthusiasm in front of his manager. I saw his face turn-
ing bright in response to my unexpected praise. As I was leaving
the restaurant, he said that he was really thankful for my comment
and it really helped him. Every challenge is so hard for beginners
to go through. However, there is one thread that can make even an
elephant pass through the eye of a needle. It is a compliment with
a sincere hope for others' success. 


