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About the Briefing Book 
 
This briefing book was written by Ocean Bluff Preservation Association as a way to have ALL of 
the information, statistics and facts found through the research about the deteriorating 
condition of Ocean Bluff Beach all in one convenient location.  The booklet contains quick 
statistical information such as tax info, census data, amount spent fixing seawalls, quotes, etc.  
This booklet also contains links, complete with an attached reference guide, to multiple Local, 
State and Federal reports/assessments/plans about Ocean Bluff Beach and Town of Marshfield 
beaches. 
 
The reference guide is a tool to help navigate what is relevant to Ocean Bluff; it is NOT a full 
summary.  The reference guide was written because many of the reports are over 100 pages; 
these guides serve to help speed up the reading.  There are links to the reports/assessments 
just below each title headline and a picture of the cover page to help differentiate between all 
the different reports.  There are numerous scans/photos of documents, letters, news articles, 
maps, graphs and other information which are extremely important.  They comprise the 
majority of this booklet.  
 

 The information collected and comprised in this booklet proves through documentation, the 
state of deterioration of Ocean Bluff Beach and its Revetment (Coastal Defense Structure) and 
while other beaches/Towns have been maintained and rebuilt, virtually nothing has been done 
to protect the Revetment, Beach and surrounding infrastructure.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



INFORMATIONAL STATISTICS, MAPS, LINKS & DOCUMENTS  
 
Taxes from Ocean Bluff (1,000ft Radius of 512 Ocean St, 192 Homes) Assessed @ $79.6M    $10.6 Million in Taxes 
TOTAL MARSHFIELD PROPERTY TAX Levy Processed 2017 $62,775,349.  Total Receipts $143.4 M 
According to 2017 Town Report (Treasurer’s Report)  
 
Seawall Funds Spent in Marshfield:  Fieldston: Hartford Rd Area (2010-ish) $1 Million 
Fieldston: 5th-13th Road (2016) $2.7 Million               Brant Rock: (2018) $2.4 Million 
Green Harbor: 200ft (2012) $216,000 
 
Last Annual Maintenance by DPW: ???? Selectmen Fitzgerald said “1990’s”, probably true, December 
2016; last Town Excavator Work 2-3 mornings.  No Annual Budget Planning 
 
November 2018 DPW Repair Work Cost: $7,500 - Entire Repair Cost 
 
Estimated Sand Nourishment Costs: ?? Unknown  
Estimated Crane Rental For Higher Sections:?? Unknown by DPW 
Estimated Revetment Rebuild Cost: $12-20 Million. Per Town Engineer 
Estimated Engineering Study Costs: $150-350K 
 
Coastal Zone Management Grants Awarded 2014-2019 - South Shore: 32 - Marshfield: 2 
Grant Amount Totals: South Shore $4.27 Million.  Marshfield: $107,250 
Scituate: 5 Grants, $852,663   Duxbury: 5 Grants, $970,113 
 
Traffic Analysis: Mass DOT – Daily Volume: Wed: 10/24/18 –: 5,011   Tues: 6/16/09 – 6,713 
Evacuation Route:  Ocean Street along Ocean Bluff is a designated Evacuation Route along both 
directions, Ocean Street North towards Plain Street and South towards Careswell and Rte 3.  
 
Emergency Shelter: Recent storms, Blizzard of 2013, Massasoit Ave Fire Station served as shelter to 
elderly residents w/o heat/power. 
 
Rescue Staging Area:  March 2018 Nor’easters, Fire Station was staging/rescue drop-off for Fire Dept & 
National Guard rescuing Brant Rock residents. 
 
Census: Coastal Area Households have highest concentration of poverty level households 7.1% as well as 
At least 500 Households 65+ years of age.  Rely on Ocean Street/Emergency Services  
Highest population density levels are found within Coastal Areas of Marshfield 
 
QUOTES on Record 
“With the amount of storms and intensity, we can’t do enough beach nourishment” – Police Lt. Mike 
DiMeo, Marshfield Harbormaster, Patriot Ledger Article, January 9, 2016 
 
“South River is lined with pure sand and beach pebbles no different than what beach-goers sun-bathe 
on.” Police Lt. Mike DiMeo, Marshfield Harbormaster, Patriot Ledger Article, January 9, 2016 
 



“Beach Nourishment is the first line of defense against rising sea levels…The material is coming from 
right out there in the ocean…if you’re not doing it, the seawalls can be easily undermined.” - Mike 
Maresco, Marshfield Town Administrator, May 9, 2018, BOS Meeting 
 
The segment of beach was reinforced to halt erosion that threatens Seawall Boulevard along the 
seawall.  Houston Chronicle article about Sand Nourishment on Galveston, TX, May 25, 2015 

 

Studies/Plans/Assessments Breakdown & Highlights 
The Following are pages & highlights concerning Ocean Bluff 

regarding Multiple Federal, State and Local plans regarding Coastal 
Issues.  

 

Instead of having to read entire plans/assessments, this is a Reference Guide 
****ALL PAGES ARE THE CORRESPONDING PDF PAGE & NOT THE Printed Version Page***** 

 
 

2018 Marshfield Beach Management Plan 
 
https://www.marshfield-ma.gov/sites/marshfieldma/files/news/marshfield_beach_management_plan_121317_final_reducedsize.pdf 

 

NOT ONE MENTION OF OCEAN BLUFF.  Not one. 
Interesting part about Fieldston though; Shepherd’s Path (aka The Metal Stairs across from Church) are 

considered Fieldston in this report even though they are very much in Ocean Bluff. 
 
  
 

Sea Level Rise Study May 2013: Marshfield, Duxbury, and Scituate  
https://www.marshfield-ma.gov/sites/marshfieldma/files/uploads/sea_level_rise_study_5-24-13.pdf 

Summary:  Literally nothing to do with us.  Not one thing.  I guess that’s good. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.marshfield-ma.gov/sites/marshfieldma/files/news/marshfield_beach_management_plan_121317_final_reducedsize.pdf
https://www.marshfield-ma.gov/sites/marshfieldma/files/uploads/sea_level_rise_study_5-24-13.pdf


Hurricane & Coastal Storm Damage Reduction Report, Feasibility Report & Environmental 
Report:   June 2016    Army Corps of Engineers (Brant Rock & Fieldston Areas) 

 
 
https://www.marshfield-
ma.gov/sites/marshfieldma/files/uploads/hurricane_and_coastal_storm_damage_reduction_repor1_scm_gwrb-20160510.pdf 
 

76 pages; written by Army Corps of Engineers that has ZERO mention of Ocean Bluff.  However some 
interesting things about Town of Marshfield owning Seawall, Town maintains seawall, a cool Revetment 
diagram and interesting costs about sand nourishment.   
 
Pg. 8 – MA Executive Office of Energy & Environmental Affairs gave $500K to Marshfield 
Pg. 11 – Coastal Defense Structures were publically built and maintained.   
Pg. 13 – 1st Sentence.  $$$ Money 
Pg. 13 – Second Paragraph – When? And How much did it cost? 
Pg. 14 – 2nd Paragraph.  Confirms BEACH is the best defense 
Pg. 14 – LAST PARAGRAPH, No Action Alternative considered but scrapped due to public outcry 
Pg. 15 – Last 2 paragraphs, Talks about Revetment 
Pg. 18 – Whole Page, but 4th paragraph, Cost for small area of Revetment.  Sand nourishment every 5 yrs 
Pg. 20 – Town owns and maintains seawall (under “Conclusions”) 
Pg. 49 – Nice diagram of a Revetment 
Pg. 74 - #4 & #7 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.marshfield-ma.gov/sites/marshfieldma/files/uploads/hurricane_and_coastal_storm_damage_reduction_repor1_scm_gwrb-20160510.pdf
https://www.marshfield-ma.gov/sites/marshfieldma/files/uploads/hurricane_and_coastal_storm_damage_reduction_repor1_scm_gwrb-20160510.pdf


COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT  
SOUTH SHORE INFRASTRUCTURE INVENTORY & ASSESSMENT 
COASTAL HAZARDS COMMISSION February 2008 (135 Pages) 

 
https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2016/08/us/marshfield.pdf 

 
Pg. 6 – Prioritizing of Structures was given to density of population & risk to general infrastructure.  
Infrastructure includes structures/buildings, DOES NOT include Gas, Sewer, Water, Power Utilities. 
Pg. 9-10 – Rating of Structures Defined A through F 
Pg. 11 – Revetment Definition 
Pg. 12-13 - Rating Charts 
Pg. 14 – Cost Chart 
Pg. 16 – Number of Revetments & Condition 
Pg. 17 – Repair Costs, remember this is 2006 figures; ****These are not 2019 numbers/figures 
Pg. 19 – Start of Assessment Maps 
Pg. 20 – HUGE!  We have one of, if not, the HIGHEST concentration of problems 
**Nothing about us for a while, hang in there** 
Pg. 46 – High Priority; $203,000 Repair Cost Estimate, 130 feet in length, remember 2006 figures 
Pg. 48 – High Priority; $812,000 Repair Cost Estimate, 1,040 feet in length, 2006 figures 
Pg. 67-70 – DPW Spreadsheet 
Pg. 71 – Another Spreadsheet 
Pg. 105 – Ocean Bluff Map 
Pg. 126-130 – Possible Revetment Maps 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2016/08/us/marshfield.pdf


2015 Town of Marshfield Master Plan (249 Pages)  
 

https://www.marshfield-ma.gov/sites/marshfieldma/files/uploads/master_plan_0.pdf 
 
Pg. 88 – Brant Rock Recommendations 
Pg. 106 – Challenges Faced (Last Line) and Pg. 107 more challenges 
Pg. 117 – Recommendations 
Pg. 121 – Board of Selectmen Responsibilities 
Pg. 133 – Beaches- Ocean Bluff NOT LISTED!!!!!!!!!!! 
Pg. 134 – Seawalls – 2nd Paragraph (Infrastructure), 3rd paragraph makes our point entirely.   
Pg. 138 – Beach Recommendations.   
Pg. 139 – Capital Improvement Planning – Top Paragraph.  Must find Capital Plan to review 
Pg. 150 – Roadway, Pg. 151 – Ocean Street 
Pg. 152 – 9th Road/Ocean Street, (2012) 7,900 daily volume, assume summer, October 2018 was 5,000 
volume 
Pg. 158 – Transportation Volume, not wanting to add congestion in certain areas. 
Pg. 164 – Ocean Bluff Neighborhood @ risk 
Pg. 165 – Poverty & Senior Citizen Map 
Pg. 172 – Vulnerabilities & Impacts, Last paragraph important.  (Approach) 
Pg. 173 – Anticipate Capital Projects in Coastal Infrastructure, LAST LINE 
Pg. 174 – Recommendations 
Pg. 178 – Dredging Reports 
Pg. 179 – Beaches 
Pg. 180 – Dredge  
Pg. 181 – Public Access 
Pg. 187 – Success in Securing Funding 
Pg. 189 – Last line, PROTECT Infrastructure 
Pg. 194 – Last Chart Box  
Pg. 195 – Procedural Recommendations, What is that??? 
Pg. 196 & 197 – H-1, H-4, H-6, H-7 
Pg. 205 – PSF-15 
Pg. 206 – PSF-16 
Pg. 209 – Climate Change, CCA-1, CCA-2, Entire Page pretty much & CCA-6 
Pg. 210 – HRW Recommendations 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.marshfield-ma.gov/sites/marshfieldma/files/uploads/master_plan_0.pdf


MA COASTAL HAZARDS MAY 2007  
PREPARING FOR THE STORM   (49 Pages) 

 
 

https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2016/08/rv/chc-final-report-2007.pdf 
Pg. 10 – 4th & 5th Paragraphs , Shoreline Migration & Coastal Structures 
Pg. 11 & 12 – Decreased Sediment Supply 
Pg. 12 – Beach Nourishment.  OFFSHORE SOURCES HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFUL 
Pg. 13 – Bullet Points: 2,3,4,5,6 

Evaluate adequacy of coastal hazards tools & data, Evaluate Management practices, existing 
seawall repair, beach nourishment/along with evaluation of offshore mining, Hazard Mitigation 
Planning, Detailed assessment of South Shore Region & management practices.  Rate Structures, 
Create 20 year Plan of Protection 

Pg. 20 – STORM Resilient Communities Program 
Pg. 21 – Executive Orders 
Pg. 23 – Voluntary Land Acquisitions – Using CPC Funds 
Pg. 24 – Hazard Mitigation Plans.  CRS (Community Rating System) through FEMA 
Pg. 27 – Transportation & Infrastructure 
Pg. 28-29 – Regional Sand Management 
Pg. 33 – South Shore Structure Inventory 
Pg. 35 – Rating System Definition 
Pg. 36 – Priority Definition & Structure Breakdown 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2016/08/rv/chc-final-report-2007.pdf


COASTAL ADAPTATION HAZARDS STUDY 
December 2011 (62 Pages) 

 
**Coastal Zone Management & Conservation Involved 

 
https://www.marshfield-ma.gov/sites/marshfieldma/files/uploads/south_shore_coastal_adaptation_planning_report_12-31-11.pdf 
 

Pg. 6 – Picture of Revetment & Small Jetty 
Pg. 7 – 2 Revetments rated in Poor Condition, 4 in Fair Condition 

ESTIMATED $22 Million to bring each structure to Condition A, $12 Million to address Poor 
Condition (2006 cost estimates) CHC work completed since inception 

Pg. 9 – Hewitt’s Point – Fair Condition in 2011 
Pg. 10 – Erosion, Marshfield has lost 2 ft or higher per year shore change 
Pg. 14 – US Army Corps of Engineers has topography maps from 2007 
Pg. 17 – Adaptation Strategies: Protect, Accommodate, Retreat 

“No Adverse Impact” approach, implemented in manner that does not increase municipal costs 
relative to benefit received. 
*Specific actions are proposed to protect already built environment and strengthen coastal 
protection structures. 
 

Pg. 23 – Transportation – Actually says increased maintenance of structure should be done if in critically 
Important area 

Pg. 24 – Shoreline – Beach Nourishment recommended by CZM 
Pg. 30 – Hazard Mitigation Grant Program – FEMA – Used in Marshfield previously 
Pg. 30 – Pre-Hazard Mitigation Grants – Provide Funds on an Annual Basis for hazard mitigation planning 

as well as implementation of mitigation projects 
Pg. 31 – NOAA  
Pg. 32 – Community Based Restoration Program – Webpage that has info on grants/opportunities 
Pg. 32 – MIT & Woods Hole Sea Grant Programs – Are we eligible? 
Pg. 32 – Coastal & Ocean Climate Applications – Specific stakeholders grappling w/ pressing climate 

related issues 
Pg. 34 – MassWorks Infrastructure Program – Highly unlikely 
Pg. 37 – Jim Cantwell – Community Preservation Act Funding for Coastal Infrastructure 
 
Appendix 
Pg. 43 – Revetment Listed under FAIR Condition, 1 part listed as Poor:  530 Ocean St vicinity 
Pg. 47 – Revetment – NO PLANNED REPAIR PLANS.   This is December 2011 
 
 
 
 

https://www.marshfield-ma.gov/sites/marshfieldma/files/uploads/south_shore_coastal_adaptation_planning_report_12-31-11.pdf


Marshfield Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 
March 2018 (210 pages) 

 
https://www.marshfield-ma.gov/sites/marshfieldma/files/uploads/marshfield_mhmp_report_final_050218_femaapproved_wappendices_reducedsize.pdf 

 
Pg. 9 – Last paragraph – Reasons to Prepare 
Pg. 10 – FEMA definition, 3rd version of Mitigation plan, 2005, 2013 & 2018 
Pg. 22 – Evacuation Route Map 
Pg. 23 – Critical Facilities/Infrastructure 
Pg. 24 – Map, 2 Located within Ocean Bluff 
Pg. 25 – Repetitive Loss Area – Last paragraph. 
Pg. 26 – Ocean Bluff “NOT ONE” of them 
Pg. 31 – Ocean Bluff but really Fieldston 
Pg. 33-35 – Flood maps, OB not in one but surrounded by them.  Evacuations TO Ocean Bluff 
Pg. 36 – Problems w/ Flooding, proves our point 
Pg. 37 – Coastal Erosion 
Pg. 38 – We are eroding, considered a HOT SPOT 
Pg. 39 – Map. We have one of highest areas of erosion in Marshfield 
Pg. 41 – Proves our point AGAIN 
Pg. 42-51 – We are not flood area, but are a safe area people may need to come to if routes are cut off 
Pg. 53 – Nor’easters  
Pg. 54 – Proves our point 
Pg. 57 – Proves our point yet again 
Pg. 76 – Ocean Bluff Fire, good history 
Pg. 88 – What was selected????? 
Pg. 93 – Parcels & Buildings Vulnerable, Pg. 93-109 Table 
Pg. 110-111 – Evacuation Route 
Pg. 112 – No mention of Fire Station, why? 
Pg. 115 – Plymouth Ave, isolated area 
Pg. 119 – Mitigation Measures 
Pg. 120 – Acquire Flood Prone properties 
Pg. 124 – Mitigation Action Charts 
Pg. 127 – More Charts 
Pg. 130 – Planning Process, especially #1 = Benefits 
Pg. 133 – Purchase Properties 
Pg. 136 – Seawall Master Plan Maintenance, Last Update 2006.  Gotta find it. 
Pg. 137 – Town-wide Beach Nourishment Plan – Is Ocean Bluff included???? 
Pg. 141 – MVP Grant Funding 
Pg. 174-189 – Surveys 

 

https://www.marshfield-ma.gov/sites/marshfieldma/files/uploads/marshfield_mhmp_report_final_050218_femaapproved_wappendices_reducedsize.pdf


MA COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT INTERACTIVE GRANT FINDER 
This link will bring you to the MA Coastal Zone Management Interactive Grant Finder, so you 

can see who received grants, when and how much 
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/coastal-resilience-grant-program (Overall Program) 

 
https://mass-

eoeea.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=55671f1a117c4139874543bba50b8a3c  
(Interactive Map) 

 

LINKS TO VIDEOS 
https://vimeo.com/mctvgov 

 
2 Videos of note, February 11, 2019 Board of Selectmen meeting  

https://vimeo.com/317077528 
 

March 25, 2019 Planning Board Meeting 
https://vimeo.com/326675527?fbclid=IwAR3HcGWhnkbjmkIEN4nKvo4x0mPEh_BPJDFadvAkw

dIkFt4DVvrbxyjdSDc 
 

Scans/Photos/Exhibits Reference Guide 
 
Exhibit 1:  Census Map/Breakdown:  Seniors & Poverty Level (High in Coastal Areas) 
Exhibit 2:  Flowchart of Town Beach Management Structure/Chain of Command 
Exhibit 3:  Mass DOT Traffic Analysis:  9th Rd/Ocean Street (State Route 139) pg 1 
Exhibit 4:  Mass DOT Traffic Analysis:  9th Rd/Ocean Street (State Route 139) pg 2 
Exhibits 5, 6, 7:  Galveston, TX (Houston Chronicle) article about sand nourishment.  Pages 1, 2, 3 
Exhibits 8, 9, 10:  Patriot Ledger article about Marshfield conducting sand nourishment at Rexhame.   
Exhibit 11:  2015 Town Master Plan – “Success in getting grants” 
Exhibit 12:  2015 Town Master Plan – Recommendations 
Exhibit 13:  Storm Damage Map from 2006.  Highest concentration of damage in Town 
Exhibit 14:  Erosion Map – Done by Town, Mitigation Plan 
Exhibit 15:  Evacuation Route out of Town 
Exhibit 16:  Ocean Bluff considered Erosion “Hot Spot” to use their own words 
Exhibit 17:  MA Real Estate Law proving beach is public between high tide and low tide 
Exhibit 18:  2006 South Shore Coastal Infrastructure Inventory & Assessment Report; State of MA pg 1 
Exhibit 19:  Page 2 of Coastal Infrastructure Report, cites MULTIPLE beneficial things.  High priority fix, 
1,130 feet of Revetment needs repair, (Remember 2006!!!) Built around 1930, Public owned 
Exhibit 20:  Mike Maresco article mentioning sand nourishment is best defense.   
Exhibit 21:  Page 2 of Mike Maresco article regarding best defense is sand nourishment. 
Exhibits 22, 23, 24, 25:  Erosion Letter by Town & MA CZM to Army Corps of Engineers (2012) 
Exhibit 26:  Repair Amount spent on Marshfield Seawalls 
Exhibit 27:  MA CZM Grant Funds on South Shore Graph 
Exhibit 28:  Individual Breakdown of South Shore MA CZM Grants & Amounts 
 
 

https://www.mass.gov/service-details/coastal-resilience-grant-program
https://mass-eoeea.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=55671f1a117c4139874543bba50b8a3c
https://mass-eoeea.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=55671f1a117c4139874543bba50b8a3c
https://vimeo.com/mctvgov
https://vimeo.com/317077528
https://vimeo.com/326675527?fbclid=IwAR3HcGWhnkbjmkIEN4nKvo4x0mPEh_BPJDFadvAkwdIkFt4DVvrbxyjdSDc
https://vimeo.com/326675527?fbclid=IwAR3HcGWhnkbjmkIEN4nKvo4x0mPEh_BPJDFadvAkwdIkFt4DVvrbxyjdSDc


 

 



 
 
 
 



 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 



 


