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October $, 1923, 1'30 a
ZAird a/ay of’ Duwusshera

T entered the * Oldest City in 2he World” 5/70ri/y after
M/a/n/ghi in a third-class car directly behind Che tender of a stear
v ocomotive. T ‘a’ éeeh on the Crarn for aéoé(f 9 howrs and noeo /y/y
car was Fairly empty and dark, allowing me 2o recline on an upper
berth —— well, actually an wunpadded solid wwood shel/f. Before I
dozed o-/;(; Che mechanics of Che engl‘ne y SO redr, Z‘oo,é over r1y rund,
not Lo mention ry ears: Che Symphony of Lhe ranning gear enth all
i2s Shafts, cranks, arms, and levers, Zhe drive—cohieels emphiatically
c//c:,é/ng Che rail joints, 2he pistons ArsS1mng rithnucally, and above
iZ all, the blastpipe — Zhe lttngs of 2he beast - chutfing acoay eith
a//egro lempo. I was #: o//ow/ng Zhe Magniﬁdenz‘ engine ‘s efforts
and moods.

And then a brief drearr 2ook me back to K/?é{/’a/-a/)o , which L
had et on a bus JUuUSt yesterday morning. Visions of the profuse
erotic SCé(/pfa/‘e had not Fownd me, but the £ gitre of” one apsara
had. T /s so an/?ae 2hat it had been moved into the mecsSectn

Zhere.
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You can cal right wp 2o the r
celestial nymph, who is p/ay/ng

ewnth a COap/e of” éoanc/‘nj balls.
And youl et o emision Aer alive y
eoith all her éoa/y d'ea)e/ry Z‘/‘n,é//ng
about and clothed, £rom Che Aips
dowon, only in met/medd, “ Looven
coind,” the Sheer Zransparent
cotlon muslin.

But I was ira\/e//nﬂ 1n and
out of Sleep, and the apsara
remained /‘/3/:/ , perhiaps /‘e?a/‘/‘/‘ng a
/onﬂer stay 1n sy swbconscious o
become animate.

The Zran /762\//‘/73 halted, T
acooke, not ,énoa.)/ng we had reac hed
Benares wunti// seconds /ater. Neco
PasSengers £looded in f/?ﬁodg/? Zhe
doors and windows. Baggage was
pushed Z‘/?/-oagh ewindoess. It
were as £ "y Cal was Zhe oéjecz‘ L

of a commando rad, ZAhe 30&/ of”
which was o occupy every cubic
Ffoot of Space eorth /PQ\SSenge/‘S ) f/‘c,éef—/e\SS y 1o douwbt , and
Cheir luqgage, probably heading back o Calcidta after he
Dusshera festival. T faic(//y realized that the only way For me
Zo diserbark cwas 2o go out a window. So I dropped
switcase owt, and with camera Aag over r1y Shout/der, clinbed
Chrough and dropped onto 2he plattorn, runus one sandal that
7 /ost in Che chaos. I /. oo,éea’ 1294 5ympaihei/ca//y at Che engl‘ne
2Aat noeo was Shrowded in stearr and Smoke — it cwas Ae/ng
Zended Zo /0\//‘/73/}/ ewrth 3/‘62175 o/ cans. I Zwrned Zo Ma,ée ”7}/
way 5/7/‘04(3/7 2he station and the £First inhabitant I encowntered
was a rec//n/ng cow chewing a bt of cud, rice paper, no dowst.
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Outside the station the rickshac cwallas comerged on e afer,
A f/}/‘n,é, f/?ey noticed % fo/*e{gn switcase. I selected one and
directed him to take me 2o a’ sasta aur accha hotel,” cheap and
3000/ . That Zurned owut o be the Yote/ /f‘(jdy% on Lahuradir Street.

Z 57 coide acoake noew, Z‘/}/‘n,é/ng 2hat perfiaps Zhe detar/s of %
arrival are gutite ordinary. In the érfg/t //3/)5 of” rty room I Ve noticed
ry clothes ook a bt sooty, courtesy of rty energetic Friend, now
chutfing s way Lo Calcwtla. I coudld bathe in the Garges
Comorrow morning, or fead dowon Che hallewoay 2o 2he shower. I
2hink I/ opt For the later.

October $, 1923, § p.M.

Ouwtside the f{(/'aya s mornng I readily found a rickshaeo
walla o Cake me down to he 5/7df§ on the Gange5 . From ry map L
Sacw it was aboud 2 riles and coe agreec/ on the Fare. ﬁr\ff, Ae/ng
St/ half barefoot, I had Ain take me Zo a shop Zo A&(y Sone
sandals. The lost sandal - part of a par I bowght in Agra a year
ago — were favorites, and T ‘am Upsel over /06//75 Zher.

A the Dasasvamedha Ghat I Fowund severa/ very fr/'enc//y boat
wallas - hoew Lo choose? Be wary of the cheapest, T 5/70415/71. i re
2he one who proclaims he ewill “ Zake you across the ocean, e you
ask. So % 5/)7/‘//‘/73 boat ran pushed wus of F betioeen the bathers and
éegan /‘oa.)/‘ng Ars /‘aﬂgec/ routnd-bottoned dory owt 2o the ruddle of
Zhe 6@/75@5 For the grand Zoutr. Ours was the only boat owt on
this section, and with no ot her //,ée/y customers, twe ,éepZ‘ a leisurely
pace as A pampea’ 2hls p/ed5anz‘ fellow for informalion on Zhe
Several farous 3/1af§ in 2hS Sectlion. The river was /}/3/7 and Zhe
current strong, but so were 1/ boatman s muscles and vocal
chords.
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Dasavamedha Ghat ( apSZ‘/‘eaM> - ghat of 10 sacrificed forses.
Here King Divedasa, afler being appointed by Brahma, cwas challenged
Zo a test by Shiva, who Divodasa had exiled along eith the otter
gods. with Brahima as judge, Divodasa Flaclessly sacrificed 10
horses in a roew, CAUS extending he ban'shrient. Baz‘/z/ng here 15
near/y as Mer/i/nj as Mdlé/nj the sacrifice, Md,éfng ¢hAls 3/7&1‘ one of
2he five celebrated places of p//grfmage in Benares.

Dasavamedha Ghat (downstrear)
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L 2o K ( going doconstreant): massive Dharbhanga Ghat, was a home For the
Mahargjas of Dharabhanga, Bihar; Munsi Ghat; Ahilyaba Ghat: Sitala
Ghat; Dasavamedha Ghat; Prayag Ghat; and Kgjendra Prasad Ghat, formerly
called Ghoda (horse) Ghat, where there coas a Stone horse statie
commemoraling the sacrifices Chat ook place there in Che 2nd century.

Sl'fd/d 6/7625 ) w/ze/-e 5/73 /’esi/‘va/ OF— \S/Z‘d/d /45/%52/)7/ IS Ce/eéraiea/ Qa Fero a/ayS
afler Holi. The goddess helps in curing smallpox, and motivates clean/iness. 91
She is depicted wth an wrn of holy water, soap, and a broom, /-/‘a/inj a a/onéey.
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Man/éarn/(a 6/7@1‘, ‘ Jecoe/
Earring Ghat."  HAbove the
gAL i's Che Cakra—Puskarin
Kunda, a scared pond, which /s
5&//@%30/ Zo have Aeeh c/aﬁ Ay
Lord 1//5/7/74( and £1//ed coith
s sweat. In this pond, Zhe
Jea.)e/ fe/l fron the ear of
Shiva's wite, Parvadi, while he
cwas dancing in 3r/e7p eorth Aer
dead body atler she corrntted
seicide. The Bralinnns Found
Zhe J'ea)e/ and retitrned it o
Shiva who then blessed 2his
place. /46Corc//n3 Zo /eﬁenc/é )
2/rs pond predates Zhe 662/7585 p
which at some point Aegan
ﬂow/nj from the locks of
Shiva's hair. This is the 3}‘@@5
cremation ground. Yere Shiva,
in the Tarakesvara form, gives
the Taraka maridra (prajer of
cr055/‘n3> in the ear of the
dead.

Cremations atlended o Ay %ar{'/’ans of’ the Dom Farly, who have a
heredffary Monopo/y ( % boalman in Zhe /’orejroana’y
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Bier decoration 77 Darga? 4

Upstream From Manikarnifa Ghat. Boals bring in cood for cremation and
Ganjes sand For cement and concrete construction. A Shiva //‘ngam Shrine

/S 1h Che forejroanc/ .
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Brahinvn priest on dars in Front of Daré/mnga Ghat

Back at Dasavamedha Ghat, I tpped ryy boatman
generously and then made my way wp 2o Visvanath Temple —-
Che Golden Temple. Varanas: is noew the official name of
Benares, which is an old corruption. Bud ¥indu inhabitants
prefer Zhe name KQS/W‘, ‘ 7 he C/‘Z‘y of” L/B/}f ) ’ and the reflect/ons
of f Che 50/0/ Fimals of the Cemple Coters resind one of that
a/e\signaz‘/on. The Golden Temple, a Shiva Temple, has all its
Spires plated «oith 3o/a/ , coith the s0—Foot Zall Shikhara,
repreSenf/ng M. Mere, Ae/ng 2he most spectacular. /4cc<>ra//n3
Zo /e,gena/ y 1T dates From Che Cime of Che Hindu epics.
DeSfroyea/ several imes , 1C was /ast rebeilt in IZ+Z46- 7 he 30/0/
was pud on in 1§35, Che Shikhara alone consurung a Con. Ths
Zemple 15 one of only 12 in Lhe world 2hat enshrines Zhe
Jyof/r//nga of” Shiva, a black stone //ngam on a sguare Silver
altar. HAs an wunaccomparied non—y/indet, I kneco I cooetld rnot

be allotwed 2o enter 2HS very 5/98@'42/ Z‘emp/e.
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So I decided 2o wander
Chrough the maze of narroeo lanes
called 3@//5 y Some only ( Feet wwide,
and ended wp at a Silk merchant on
Lahori Tola —— Dewarka Prasad
Balmakeend.

Behind the 30-Foot /ong
Counter was a d/‘éz‘/‘h\ga/&heo/ -

/. oo,é/ng rdd/e ——agec/ man ith a very
pleasant countenance, Kishan
Chand Chopra. The cwall beltind
him consisted of” not/ing bert
Sheles that rose wp o the 10-
Foot Ce///ng and woere fofa//y ful/
of predz‘ée/y folded silk saris and
shaeols, presenting a vidrast
Specz‘ram. IZ i1s a 30-—7pooz‘ /ong
psychedelic wall, and Mr. Chopra

allowwed me a feco moments of
3@?1‘/75 coonder before Ae aéléec/ i~
he could assist me. T asked Ainr to Show me Some zari Silk
shaeols (gold ¢hread brocade). Instantly he surmoned a servasnt
who returned 2o a back roon o make chal, and then an assistant
made Severa/ f/‘/?S Up and doeon a /adder Zo 54(///}/ Mr. C/?op/‘a
cith aboud 20 Shawls For ry 1hspection. ach onre was /ox//ng/y
wuntfolded and disp/. ayed and iZs altribites described. As T Si1pped
%4 c/za/, A fﬁodg/?i he would Aave Showon re every zar: 5/‘/,( Shaeo!
in Ais shop, but a 3/eam/n3 red one, cwith ¢igers, elepharts, and
peacocks, caag/;i ry eye. My odvious adpirdation did not help Y
atlempl al neqotialing a price, and we agreed on 220 rupees. I next
propoéea’ Zo éé(y a Second shaco!/ y A e/eganZ‘ blete one, at a
swubstantial discount. I won it at 150 rupees. 7”03&1/7er , Che
amount was about half ry Final monthly //\//ng allowance as a
Peace Co/‘/95 \/o/é(nz‘eer. The shawls woelld be p/*eSehZﬂS For Mons
and Boo. 95
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Mr. Chopra ,é/na//y offered o Showw me a /loor Chat was
/OreSenZ‘/y Ae_/'ng operaled 1n a roomn above. T was surprised and
fascinated do see that a belt of punch—cards controlled ¢he
patlern Ay pre\scféfng various combinations of ra/‘S/nj Che hooks/
mails that geude the coarp 2hreads. We sad it could take days 2o
Set wUp a loor Lo produce an intricale paltern /ife Che one on 7y

tigers—elepharts-peacocks shacol. A skinny young man coas
perched at the /oom, speedily f//ngfng 2he shutt/es back and
Forth, retracting the bealer, and activating the punch-card head.
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Back on the stree?, I decided ?o re-enter 2he maze of
34//5 eornding betroeen cOng/omeraieS of residences and shops.
YWere and Chere the rnarroeo can/ons are NVershadoeoed Ay Upper
floors or balcores canz‘//e\/er/ng ot 5//3/72‘/5/. 4//}-0&(’,/7//73 a
dead-end, one discovers /7 /s not, and anocther part of ¢he
maze dracos you on. When I pactsed Zo Zafe a prclure, a man
appeared at a doorway and admorshed e, /Oo/nffng owt that I
had not asked permission. I Chen remembered he ancient
concept of buri nazar, the evil eye, and put sy camera away, a
litt/e ashamed of % Z‘o&(r/Sfy demeanor. 5\/&/72‘&(@//}/ I Fowund a
eorder i/zoroag/zf’are and a dozing rickshaco walla. e Chreaded
me back to the /{/'aya where Sleep Foitnd me arrdst Z‘/?oaﬁ/}Z‘S
of’ centiries /9625Z‘.

October 9. 1973, 9 p ..

This Morn/‘ng Z decided Zo go lo Sarnath ehere
Siddhartha £irst preached aboud the Dharmachakra, Zhe cheel
of” dharma, or /laco, z‘/mgreéy gving birth 2o Buddhism. Irdia
forsoof Buddhism centiries ago, bet T became interested in
iZ last year detring ry Yimalayan Zrek in Nepal. I eoil/ aleoays
remember the n/‘ghz‘s spent at The T ak'shnde Gormpa
( Mondéfe/‘y> and eoith Che ofd S/}e/‘/ﬁa COa/ﬁ/e at D/‘ngéoc/ze.

In Front of the hAote/ T reaa///y found a rickshaw ewalla
Ffor the 4 — 5 rile Crip north Co Sarnat /. My Fellow proposed
a fare for the rownd Crip, which would include a snooze For
him while I explored, and we both coere ?L(/Z‘e happy coith he
arrangemest. So we set ofF, CAreading our way Chrowgh Che
5@//‘5 and ﬂnd//y enfe/*/‘ng Zhe Z‘/?oroag/ﬁp are cz/ong Zhe ral/ line.
Thus far, ry walla had [ite/e oppordiunty Zo wse Ais bell, or
I showuld say BELLS, because Ais rickshaw was egiipped in
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Zhe ?a/r,@/ and ingeniows manner adopted exc/usively Ay all
Benares r/‘clé\f/?aa) wallas : one or Cewo bells are mowunted on each
Side of the Front whee! Fork coith c/ange/\S 2hat can be activated
5}/ Zhe paSS/nﬁ o EACY AND EVERY SPOKE. As /ong as a lever
15 pinched on the handlebars, ¢he bells Sing constartly,
communcating Co all, far and near, 2hat Chis pardicular ric£shaeo
can be a force to be reckoned coith. The arrangemenf resunds me
of the p/ay/ng cards e woutld afFix with c/othes -p/‘n\S Zo the
Front Fork of our bifes when we were £ids —- only 2his invention
'S a lowd and efFective a)a/‘n/ng device. My rickshawo had Che
dowble arrczngemenz‘ - 4 bells - and ry Fellow made Zhem 5/‘/73 as
coe rerged into a dense raffic of other rickshacos, all f/-////ng
acoay, and Aegan wea\//‘n\g and pa&s/ng or impatiently atlermpting o
do so. I Aad fa/‘nzl/y Aheard /s 5}//)7/9/70/7}/ while we were ST/
deep in Zhe 3&//5 y and noeo e were part of it. From the £irst i
was crazily stimedating —= it seemed /ife a mega-race, fueled by
Mega-;/‘oa/e\f of” Aurian enerqgy, but 2he drivers coere Compei‘/‘n\g )
a seasoned, nonchalart rarner. We turned onto the Madan

Mo arn /V/a/\//ya Road and after abowtd a r»ile e crossed Zhe
Varana Kiver on 2he Puranaped/ Bridge (2he “ O/d Bridge, " but not
Che aclual ofd 5/-/0/33 y gone many years 6230.> TZ dowbles as a
dam. The traffic was entirely rckshaews, and now the road cas
lined coith Crees and had Che aspect of a par,&uay. There cere
bel/ ——fr////ng crescendos and dirinttendos as the positions of
Ffellow rickshao wallas re ~Configured around wus, and surges of
oncoring Lraffic repeatedly demonstrated Zhe Doppler effect.
My guy was as assertive and adept as any of them, and
periodically he d make a move, adverdised 5//:9/75/}/ n advance cith
Ais owon eé(p/?on/'oé(\f contribedion 2o the chorus y PN ears n line
cith its full Force. I setd/ed back in Che Seat and closed Y
eyes noww and Zhen. THs rickshaeo ride was QSZon/S/?/‘ng/y
wondrows. Showld I expect a/‘)}/(‘/’//‘nj less From Bernares?
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After 10 or 158 runctes of Sy mphornc cyc//n3 we anﬁ/ea/
ofF Malviya Koad onto Ashoka Mczrg and into Sarnalh where T
disembarfed at the east gateway. My rickshaco walla Found a
shady place 2o curl up on the passenger seat. IZ was geuet
here — Che oh/y bell heard Seemed to come Fror a Zemple —
and very Ffeco pecple cwere aboeld.

A litt/e way Up Zhe path I cowld see Che Impressive
Metlagandd hak e Vihara Temple. On approach, I cowld see Zhe
Bodhi Tree, a pipal /75 Cree, on its rght and made strag/t for
iZ. When the lemple was Finmshed in 1931, Che Cree was plarnted
as a caii/‘ng A/‘oaﬂ/ﬁ from Che famows Bodhi Tree in Sri
Lanka, wohich had been groewn Fron a caZ‘Z‘/rig laken circa 23¢
BC Ffrom Zhe orfgl‘ncz/ Bodhi Cree at Bodhgaya, 120 rules
Sowtheast of Bendares.

* Bodhi i means twiSdonr, or
acoareness. IT was wnder Che
lree at Bodhgaya, Chat
Siddhartha atdained

enl zghienmenf before re-
an/‘f/‘ng at Sarnath eoith Als
Fformer allendants, who had
forsaken him becawse he had
abandoned self—rortification.
The Shrine in front of Zhe
Sarnalh Cree resrnnds every/one
that this 1s the Deer Park of
old, one of Buddhisr's rost
revered Sites. Yere Siddhartha
revealed o funs atlendants
¢hat he was a Sé{preme
Buddha and ¢hen preached
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Zhe Four Noble Truths, the Noble Eghf—fo/a/ Path, Zhe
Twele Lawws of Dependert Orlgl‘naz‘/on, and the Tewelve lacos
of’ Depena/ehzl 7:3/‘/)7/‘/7625/‘0/7. 7778 Féé{/‘ /\/ Oé/e 77‘&(1‘/75 re/ ale o
Che possibility of ending sufFering 2hrough Nirvara, and Zhe
Noble Eight—(old Path relates o ataining Nirvana.

I sacwo thal Che ShArine in front of the Che Sarnath
Bodhi Tree depicts, betioeen The Cwo beactdif i/ s2y/ized deer,
Zhe e{g/ﬂ‘*\fpo(ed Dharmac hakra Ceoheel of laco) s Syméo//zfng
¢he Eight ~Fold Path —- Zhe e/g/t KIGHTS :

/‘/5/7f Viec, intention, Speech, action, /ivelifivod, effort,
rundfilness, and concentration. The carved stone
Dharmachokra al the Cop of Che Shrine has 16 spokes. T
assume s /‘e/OreSenZ‘S Zhe 16 characteristics of ZAe foé(/‘
Noble Truths.

I /et 2he Bodhl Cree and coas dracon o Che immense
stupa aboid 200 yards betund me. IZ is the Dhamek Stupa,
previously called ¢he Dharmachakra becactse, I suppose, it
ewas beilt and then en/czrgea/ on the spot where Buddha gave
AlS £FIrs? Sermon o Ais Former attendants. Ke-beilt in Zhe
s — &th century AD., s aboud 140 feet Zall. The lower
portion is encased in stone, incised with eX?a/\S/fe 3eomez‘r/‘c
and floral patterns, and relieved by eig/it projecting faces,
each Conz‘a/‘n/‘ng an eM/?Z‘y nche. The Uppelr porZ‘/‘oh appearsS
wrfinished with exposed brickiork. Yidden Somechere in
the center is Che or/g/na/ stupa, and inside 2hat iZs Lreasury,
contanng sacred relics.

As I approached Chis stupa, perhiaps the oldest in
existence, I had Zhe /’ee//ng that i1s wunfinished status coetld
Sy/y/éo//zg Che fale of Buddhisrr in India. I have /earrned
2hat in its piure stale, Buddha was vieced as a supreme
Zeacher emphasizing Dharma, compassion, and non—violence
ehile eschecing magic and rtwal. As swuch, Buddhisnr rivaled
Brahinins» For centuries. The 3/‘le emperor Ashoka was
instrumental in its promotion. But the Mahayana sect Zerned
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Buddha into Che incarnation
of the Deidy and a savior,
While assin/ af/lng local
cults, c/e\/e/op/ng ritual, and
Formalizing artd. IZ was this
Buddhisr that Flowrished in
he Himal a/as and Aeyonc/ ,
ewhile in India, Brahrinss»
assinulaled the roral
concept of’ Dharma and
recognized Buddha as an
incarnadion of Vishne. The
concept of non—violence
didn'? serve the arbitions of
2he aristocracy, but by
Zranstorming indeti s
otherense, Buddhisn left its
mark cobile /oS/ng iZs appeal.
And so, the Dhariek Stupa
Ahas remained wunfinished For
14 centuries.

Up close, f’ac/ng the base of Chis massive stupa, I ¢ried Zo
//rzag/ne whad relics its reasury contans. A fers of Buddha's
bones? Or Just a few Strands of s har? I 2hink wunsolved
My\Sfe/‘/‘eS ”ay be riore p/‘ec/oéZS becawse f/?ey are JZ(SZ‘ At .

T back-tracked 2o the Zemple and entered Z‘/’]/*oag/? Zhe
MASSiVe /ﬂorf/CO, wd/,é/‘ng wUnder a /74(5& bronze bell. Tnside , Zhe
walls are adorned with Frescoes a/ep/cifng scenes from Buddha's
/ife. ThesSe wwere done Ay Jqpaneée artist Konetdswu Nosw. He
had studied 2he Famowts frescoes in Zhe /{/'dnz‘d Caves yvears
before and even made copies of thenr. Were at Sarnath he had
worked ¢hree yvears Zo Create s masterpieces.
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A portion of Konetlsu Nosu ‘s fresco depicting Buddha wpon achieving
en/ij/ﬁ‘enmenz‘ wunder the Bodhi Zree and d/\s/v/ay/nj 2he Bhurusparsha
mudra Ceardh Z'oé(cﬁ/nﬁ 3eSZ‘are>. TZ /s believed that Buddha assinred
2Als medra in order o swummon the Eardth Goddess Zo withess Zhe
event. 4/1‘/70a3h 7[1‘1738/‘5 of Zhe r::g/ﬂ‘ hand Lowch the eardh, Che lef
hand is in Zhe D/?}/ana mvdra (meditation 3&5fare>. This combination of
mudras Syméo//zg\s Lhe wrmon of wisdorr and method, Nirvana and
Samsara. Inthis Fresco Buddha /s surrounded by Mara and ot her
demons, SVMAO/S of temptation 5ee,@n3 o lure him from Als spiridua/
/ife. Pictured below Buddha are the beacidifze/ lemplresses sSummoned
by Mara.

But these wonderfu! frescoes Seem o be a
counterpoint Zo the \Saperé 3/‘/:/3:/ stalite of Buddha in Zhe
center of the Cemple. We 15 depicted in Zhe Dharmac hakra
Medra, /Dl‘eac/ﬁng lo Ais Five atlendants who are situated
Aeneaz(/l Aim al. on3 eorth Ceoo deer and a D/%U‘MCZC/?@@‘Q a)/?ee/ .
Out front on a step before the marble plattforsr is a heaty
locked safe containing a silver casket. THis condans sacred
relics wunearthed at the ruins of the man ShArine at Sarnalh
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and others Fownd at he
ancient reins at 7/6'2>(/A/ a 1n
Z‘/?e Palg/'aé .

Lea\//‘ng 2he Zemple,
Z explored Aeyona’ Zhe
Dhamek Stupa and came
across the reins of the
“Marn Shrine , : £irst beilt
5}/ 45/70(62 in the 3rd
Cenfa/‘y BC Zo Mdf‘,é Zhe
place of Buddha's
meditation. Just Aeyonc/ 5
Ccovered Ay a small
pavilion, Is /e brofen
lower portion of the
most celebrated of all of
Ashoka's columns.
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Z could see Che chiseled
inscriptions of Ashoka ‘s
edicts on Che colurn
pieces. I had learned Zhat
these proc/aimed Als beliel
1n Che Budd/nst concepts
of” Dharma and inc/eded
directives 2o promote ¢/ em
f/?roug/?oaf s ,é/ngc/om.
Bud rather than specifising
re/ /:9/‘04(5 pracz‘/’Ces , Che
edicts focused on social
and moral precerts.

My last stop at
Sarnath was at the
musesnr where I 305 Zo
adprre the farious /ion
capital that had topped

Ashoka's column cwhen it stood undamaged at aboud 50 Feel.
OF /7/3/7/5/ polished sandstone, the Four back—<o-back roar/ng
lions are its mosSt prorinent featire, and procl/ain ¢he edicts
Zo the four CompassS directions. 77]&}/ stand on a circular
abacws adorned coith 1(734(/-&5 of’ a lion, elephart, beill, and
horse, separated by 24-spofe Dharmachakra theels. The
abacus stands on a base in the Form of an inverded /otus.
BeAind, aga/‘n\fi C¢he wally is Che remans of Che paraso/, ancther
24 “SPO,ée Dharmac hakra thee! 2hat had been positioned over
2he lions on an octagonal stone shar.

This beactiFelly sculptired column capital £rom Zhe
¢hird century BC became India's national emsblesr in 1950.
Ashoka ‘s 24 —-Spo,ée Dharmac hakra tohee! became the 5yméo/
featiured on the Indian 1(7523. IZ replaced Zhe o/-/;c]/na/ Spinning
wheel, he Congress Pardy Syméo/ , which eoutld Aave
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been O\/erf/y po/ifica/ . IZ sSeems sSo @ppropr/az‘e that Zhe
enblerrs of modern day India are derived Ffronr Zhe Syméo/é of”
TIndia's 3reaz‘e_5z‘ ermperor. YWe wumted most of the swbcontinest
b, /‘egrefz‘/ng Zhe carnage of” war, comverted o Buddhisr and
a/so promot‘ea/ re//:g/‘oa\s Zolerance. But the emé/em5 ‘ Mean/‘ng\f
appeaf So difficuld Zo /ive 294 Zo. HAnd y alas , Zhe Asiatic lion is
almost extinct.

Z found sy rickshaco ealla st// Snooz/ng in the shade.
Lersurely we made our way back down Malviya Koad, the cycle-
bel/ Symphon) now 1hn a S/oer aa/agfo mNement. With eyes
closed, I Found MySe/f
o/r/f"c‘/ng back to a n{gﬁf A r ; ‘
experienced at Che T akshindet
Monastery in 2he %//‘ma/aya\s.
I cowld hear Che randor
ruUNCUreS of cyméa/\s , Aorns,
drums, and chanting. I
cowld smell the Aé(l‘n/‘ng yd,é =
butter lamps. And yet
Chrough the haze, Che
colorfu/ Z/?dng(aé shone,
Cheir Silk borders 3/@62/)7//73
arowund the Tantric derties.

7 he 5/9/‘/7/7/‘/73 Silver Cy//no/eré
of the monks ‘ prayer wheels
Shone the An‘ghtesz‘. 43&/'/7 A
éegczn Zo Feel/, i not
Understand, Tantra: Zhe
connective principal

ana/er/y/ng all existence.
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_ Noew I realize it is ¢he MYSTIC that had infiltrated ry
sScientific defenses, the MYSTIC I was reaa/y Zo £ind at
Sarnath. The ancient ruths and wisdoms and Buddha's /ife
story are appealing. But the mathematical Cruths and paths
- 2he 5/90,@95 of the wheel that formelale Dharma,
COM/DQS\S/O/?, and dz‘fd/‘n/‘ng Niwana — Seen //",ée a’eSperdZ‘e
altempls Lo coerce the human sSpecies o behave, as a
whole, more /ife Chose Species thal have evolved altruistic
behavior. il we reman a Spec/e\s Forever embroiled in
2ribalism? Or will we evolve?

7T he rost /9044.)8/‘7(2{/ Myéi/ca/ force I Ahave felt so far
in Benares is, oddly enowgh, Che cycle ~bel/ symphony. It
Seems Co be a perfect and lovely form of’ communcation, as
perfect as Somezl/}/‘ng devised éy insects. For noww, he
5/0/03/5( n me Las won owt. Buddha had meditaled in
Sarnadh's Deer Park. Mayée he would have, at some point,
Sy/y/pdz‘/?/lz‘sa’ eorth %% f/?fn,é/‘ng.

October W, 1923, § an.
on rarn o Calcwtta

Z'm in a £irst class compardment 2hat, lacking a
reservation, I acguired Ay a Zactfu/ ingeiry o the
conductor £ol//ocwed éy a é@éé/?eeé/? of’ 10 rapee\s ( a A/‘/ée>.
As the Yran was aboud to leave Benares at arownd »1dnig/i,
I 2hought I was having Lhe compariment o rfselt. But
2he conductor returned and installed a very pretdy youing
cooman opposite me. As he was rashing oud fe Flashed e
a »sSchievolts 5/~/n coupled with a cornk!! T P /ea\//ng
Benares i» ?a/‘z‘e a different 5Z‘y/e Zthan when I entered iZ.
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Usha, I am sSetre, is the only Indian woman on 2Ais Lrain in a
partscit with a short Aar cut. She has /ived all of Aer 20
vears or so in London and I's in India 2he #irst Zine, aboet
o visit relatives in Calcutda. She had boarded 2his Zrain in
Del i .

YeSZ‘ero/ay Z Zook a 3-4 rile rickshaeo ride down 2o
Benares >6/fnc/a 74 n/‘\/e/\S/fy Zo visit the reeo WS\/QHQ?/? 7:3/)7/9/8.
One of Che several neco Cemples in India £inanced Ay Zhe Bir/a
/’CZM/‘/}/ of industrialists , 1Z ‘5 one of the Zallest and open Zo
all. On Zhe way I couldn ‘Z‘ resist Sfop/?/hg at a \Sca/piare
Shop where duplicate statues of a Hindu gured eere ée/ng
chiseled Fronr white mardle.
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The neco L//‘s\/anaih IS a r
beacttifu! cohite marble
Shiva Cemple, surrotinded
by pink eoalls, gates,
po/‘Z‘/'COS , arnd capo/a\s .
The inside £Finish is Fairly
Simple, coith stately
columns and pa/‘hz‘eo/ bul/
and Crident motiFs on Zhe
Friezes. In Zhe Sanclun,
surrounded by a brass
rcz///ng , 1S what appearsS
Zo be a iyp/ca/ A/czcé
SZone //ngam of’ modest

Size /‘/‘61‘/73 fron a Solid
Silver yon/A. 777& / 62\//5/7
\Sca/pZ‘are and 30/0/ p/aZ‘/ng

z‘yp/ca/ of Aygone eras are
not o be Found. L

With me were whal appeared o be Indian dowurists, which
Somehioew dirnn'shed any expectations I had that T M/:9/7Z(
p/'cé Up Some vibes of Shiva oorsp. 7 he priests appeared

Zo Ae on é/‘e@é and noéoc/y Seemed inclined 2o perform a
Pja.

In 2he /ot/e/y 3roé(na’5 ouwutside I S/DOZ(Z‘ec/ a poo/ ewith a
Surprising rhuno fountan. Someone had waded in and adornred
As horn eoith 3ar/anc/5 as £ 7t were a Shva //‘ngam.
Perhaps it was a pyja performed by a lower caste person
who felt 2oo shy and wuncertain 2o enter Che Cemple,
perhaps one of Zhe \9roano/5(ee/9er5 . The rhino ewith Ais
pUja made Che day s Zrip more worthiwhile, and when I
Found %% )‘/‘C,éS/?Qa) a)d//a, Ae aéléec/ me what I was 5/)7/‘//‘/73
aboult.
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The train has just pulled out of a stop at Kgjinagar.
In uswual fashion, cha and fruid vendors had A&Siegeo’ Zhe
coach windows and Usha tried o buy “tea” and a” banana.”
Several vendors coere oé\//oé(é/y confused A}/ her po//‘ie
refaeSZ‘\S or z‘oz‘a//y /gnorea/ Zhernrr. T Sao/den/y realized ¢hat
she 5/&@@5 QA\SO/MZ‘Q/}/ no Yindi so I moved beside her at
Zhe window and instructed the vendors Zo prO\//a/e wus chal
and kala and pad for the /ot. Usha expressed appreciation
and a little embarrassmert. I m S1teing here in my rnalive
dress of kurta and PlYamas, ref’/eci/ng on he very odd
situation I £ind My\Se/f in. I woueld life 2o fnow her
better. /V/dyée offer o assist in Calcwtta 519/t ~Seeing.
Buit o take ac/\/anz‘age of thal Iitd/e 3eni/eman/y act with
Zhe vendors coculd be...... : angenz‘/eman/y, I 2hink. And
Mayﬁe She Is f/‘d\/e//nj Zo Calcwtta Zo meel, for the £irst
ime, a man who has been arranged Zo be her husband. T
wonder twhat M/B/?Z‘ be proper o Zalk aboud For the next
Coap/e of” houtrs.
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NOTES

Indian class WP locomotive like the one ¢hat Aroaﬁ/?Z‘ me Zo
Benares. The A)fp, £Irst beuilt Ay Che Baldeoin A)ones n
Philadel/phia, cas £irst exported to India in 194%2. IZ became Che
beloved coorkhorse of Indian K a//way§. TIrdia manwutactured 17
Front 1943 2o 19¢¢ and Some resmaned in Service wnti/ Zhe 1990S.
Photo courtesy of The Indian K arleoays Fan Clud.

Benares Cfac?aara’ or Punch-card /oon
Photo courtesy of Wikipedia 1o
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Close —Up of” /oor
puUnchA-cards
Photo courtes v/ of”
A)ﬂéf/ﬁeo/fd

Benares Kickshaeo

C/ oSe -ap o f/]e
Ffarmous Bernares
A‘cyc/ e Ae/ /s
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Corner of map Chat provided /e detai/ed portion
of the 662/7385 al Benares on page | Published in
1§24, 17 IS a 3/‘1(? £rom ry brother, Brian.

12


Lauren  Watson
112


