FIRST NIGHT IN SHIVPURT Sept. 23, 197

late his aFlernocon I arrived at 1y po\Sf/nﬁ as a

Fisheries Technician — well, Shivouri /s the town nearest

% coork Site. 3/76230/‘62 Fish Farm 1S 7 riles 2o Che East

on the road 2o Jhansi. I lefZ Bhopal, capital of Madhya

PradeshH ) é’g/ éé(\S ZAs Mo/‘n/‘n\cj £o// oa)/ln\cj Send—ofF Meef/‘n\cjé

eorith Dr. Dé{éey, Director of the M.P. ﬁSﬁer/’e\S Depf. ) and

J.G. Sinclar, Director of M.P. Peace Corps.

The scene at Zhe S/}/\/p&(ﬁ/ bus station: /762\///73

climbed wup the ladder on bus's backside, T m 2o55ing rty

detf e éag of’ clothes and éczg o 3/// —nel's down o Che

ground. As T 3/‘625 ry only swtcase I hear a greeting
fron below, ” Hello Mister Vatsin. T am COM/lnﬁ o meet

you. Please, please I am helping you. (GVe me your iz

Looking down T Spot a very £iZ young man eolh a

AhandSore 5/)7////73 Fface a//\slp/a}//ng , hoeoever, /e ravages of

a past smallpox encournter. %a/ﬂuay dowon Che /adder T

hand lim sy case and we shake hands.

" Napmaste,” I say

" Namaste Mister Vatsin. I anr Kabir D Z am

Fisheries Inspeclor sent Zo meel you. I am v/.é(\Sf

COM/AI?\C} Zo % /9055/‘/73 Aere yeéierdqy . This is £first

posting for me. I am, jwsST noeo gradudale from £15heries

schoo!/. You also have £1rst poSf/nﬁ , perficps? We eorl/

be very very best Friends. let ws go o hote! woith your

ét. T also hae roonr at hotel.”
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ﬂ)a/,é/nﬁ Zo f/?e /)ofe/ y I a” a)onc/e/‘/nﬁ /‘1(’ I /78&/\:/ /7/‘5
nane correctly. But Zhe clerk at the hote! has

confirmed it and T Aejp‘n Speca/az‘/nﬁ Zhat ) \clq/l\/en Zhe

Chowsands of /anquages and dialects in the wor/d, %

name 'p/‘oéaé/}/ also has Sorme wunforiunale rmearing

Somecohere.

We leave Che hote/ and nearéy pUrchase SamoSas

and pakoras Fronm a fast—Food stall. My neco £riend noco

suqqests, " Mister Lauren, led wus buy liguor—— T am

knoeoing chere.” I don? disagree and coe coalk to the

ol skirts of town and Find a ramshackle /ow-—S/ang

A&(//c//niq. He rattl/es ofF a command Zo 2he proprielor and

a clear, previously wsed whisKey bottle /s produced

conlaining a clear liguid eoith an'sette seoirling arowund at

Che bottom. TZ /s inserted in a paper éag and Mr.D_.____

prompls me Zo pay Ffor 7, wrch I do. T assume he /s

almost brofe or, as a Brahrin, iS5 Yoo respectable o be

Seen actual / (V4 A&( },///73 iZ.

We a)cz/,é Aacé Zo the hote! and he f@ésS i% Ahand.

We calk hand—in-tand. I knoeco that in Trdia men Friends

eor/! do CAS eoith no connotalion of ﬁOMOSQXMCZ//‘Z‘}/ A

an ih/'n,é/‘nﬁ-' £ only Karen LWilke, rty Peace Corps cross—

cultural teacher, could see me now!! She cooet/d Say,

" Mr. Lauren, on your £irst day you are cwaling hand—in-

hand coith a man named D___ . back Zo your hote! roor

coith a bott/e of hard liguor and you re not f’reab‘n\cj out.
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You e a mode/ stwudent?. T ‘M So 'p/‘oac/ of you ¢ /aaﬁ/yier
t/—a///nﬁ oAfF).

U, ‘D 1n ) roorm Zhe bott/e /s /76255[/’5/ opened él/ %

neco friend and glasses poured. Irimediately I 7 ewary of

Zhis cOncOcz‘/on, ZHis ) des/ i (c@anz‘nﬂ / /agaor_ A c//‘/‘nlé Q

/itt/e and pretend to drink »ore.

Noew, Che scene is: I p staring al a mess on Zhe

£oor of Ml,/ roony. Mr. D._.._.__.__.__. Ahad ChArocon all caction

Zo 2he cwind and enthiusiastically consumed half 2he

AOZ‘Z‘/ e. IZ‘ /‘e§/lc/ec/ on/'y fe/y/po/‘a/‘/‘/}/ a)/f/]/ln /7/AM asS c//.c/

Some of the Samosas and pakoras. Ye has retired o Ais

roor. I am cwondering hatd domorrocw eil! bring.

Sept. 24, 192

Ths mormng I cent Straght-away Co Che Fisheries

Deplart ment of fice and no—one was there yel excepl

Mr. SArivastava who /ives aéo\/e the office and /s Zo Ae

VYA " co—orker.” Ifrlmec//az‘e/}/ he 1nvited me wupstars for

breakfast. As we sat to a sumptuous meal Served Sy

Ais c/aaﬁ/zz‘ers , L fouund T //,éec/ A very muchHh and ,énoa)

e eorl/ 38{ a/ 19 eoell . %e sard o me with a fa.)/‘n,é/e 7

Als eye, " T wnderstand yestlerday you mel Mr. Dikshit. )
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Dikshit or Dikshitar (Hindi: €1f%4) is a Hindu family name. The
word is an adjective form of the Sanskrit word diksha, meaning
provider of knowledge. Dikshitin Sanskrit derives itself as a
person involved in scientific studies, and literally translates as
"one who has received initiation or one who is initiated". The
surname is usually associated with people from the Brahmin
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