B/vagora 7T alab

-

Jowrnal entry, April 21, 1972

We had pushed our Cyc/QS wp onto the top of Zhe
earthen danr of B/?dgora Talad and, Aenc/fng doewn, I 5/3/7530/
a/ong Paric hat ‘5 owdstretched /itt/e browon ars, which
3/eczmea’ in Che morning sun From Che oil he aleways applied.
e exclaimed,” Bahut accha jaghur hai, sahib. HHem bata
pac,éer/ngay, bilewl.” ( \/e:ry good place, sats. We ewill catch
bata, aé\So/aZ‘e/y) Ve was /Do/nf/hg Zo a litt/e curve in Zhe
Ffeeder strear, perfiaps a £ilometer distant. That curve had
been at the bottom of the reservoir afer /ast year s
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monsSoon rains, but months of dracodown for crop
/'/"r/:gaz‘/‘on had exposed Zhe 34{//}/ and left sizable pools here
and Chere. And so e coalfed our cyc/e5 dowon the dam
Fface and then rode a/on3 2he waler/ine to the Spot.

Swbdal, Bharte and I catched as Parichad extracted Als s-
meter diameler cast net +from a bag and arranged it experdly
in fns arms. Both Parichal and Bharte, 2he only coorfers
of Che £1sherman caste at

Bhagora Fish +arm, were —

about s feet Zal/ eorry ks
/itt/e men who despite
Cherr Size cout/d /’//ng ot
a cast net in a perfect
circle. It was such a
Creat Co walch Parichat
Zhroew 11 and he Sure fneco k
Als SPOZ‘S. %e 5/040/}/

pa//ec/ wp the Cether rope and

My cook, Habbeu, also an expert

emvel/oped in Che net were s
silvery bata (Labeo gornus ),
each QAOM a Foot /ong.
Saéa/a/ /‘Mmea//afe/y went Zo

gdz‘ﬁe/‘ Some driftiwood and
before /ong a Fire was £indled
and the £ish getled and
impaled on green sticks. We
roasted them carefzlly For
abowd \O rinwtes and Zhen
Aegan our [itt/e feast,

\Sd\/or/‘ng Zhe oh—so —coonderfue/
Freshness of the 54(/8/‘5
flesh cwhile 5/9/‘Z‘Z‘/‘n3 ouwt the

numeroids 5Md/ / éones .
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S?aaz‘z‘/ns next o the £ire on the Adn,é of this [itd/e Strean,
7 a/so éegan lo savor the Scene’ woe toere emp/oy/ng Zhe
exac? methods in wuse for thousards of years, limeless
aéol‘/:gl'na/ methods which needed ro /‘M/ﬁroVemenZ‘\S -

May 9, 1972

Camera in hand and standing atop r
Z‘/?e_ ea/‘Z‘/’[en dam ( éé(na//’» of 5/7@30/‘62
Talab, I m /'Mdgfn/‘ng 175 construction,
probably around 1920. That's easy Zo
do becawse the earth-rovers
employed cwere most //(e/y ancestors
of those employed at 2he Fish Farm
earlier tHns vear: 2ribal men and AoyS
excamz‘/ng ith mattocks and 1(/’///'/73

Lhe baskels For the woren cho ‘. 4
acted as human dump trucks. Owr
litt/e project was minuscule in comparison and so noww I "
en\//\S/on/ng Aindreds of eardth—F1lled baskeds balanced expert/y
dZ‘o/O Siler—and dattoo-embellls ed 3/%/5

and women, all ex/w'éfz‘/ng superd ' ‘
poSZ‘are.

But the man who * beilt” Bhagora
Talab was Madhaw Kao Scindia,
Maharaja of Geoalior at that Cime, a
vassal of the Britdish. I was pdl‘Z‘ of’
a much /drge/‘ proJeCZ‘, ewith most of
Z2he Funds concentrated on Chandpatfa
( eServorr ) ewith iZs | -l/ 4] M/'/e
crescent ~shaped masonry dam, sailing
club and coildlife reserve, and Ghasar:
Keservoir. Both are wupstrear
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of” Bhagora Talab by way of a 2-1/2 rile canal Chat channels
overflow monsocon runotF to Bhagora.

For months Bhagora Talab's wader level has been
receding, £irst 2o provide crop irrigation and Zhen Fronr
evaporation. Now ewith its area reduced so much and before
Che Aot season arrives in earnest, the Cime has come for
commercial £15h harvest. HAnd so early 2his 710+11 /g
Fisheries Inspector K ajieoans: and I met Contractor
(Zekidar) Alliar and Ais £rshermen, a combination of caste
Yindus and hrs Muslin reladives, o conduct a harvest not
Zo exceed 10 ?a/‘nfcz/\f (ohe metric Z‘on). 777& qa—-mefe/‘ / onﬂ
Seine IS laid owut ) one of traditional construction: coton
bar, hemp lines, Che botlom one 52‘/‘&(/73 ewith thowusands of
pertforated clam shells +or a)e{g/zz‘ and, it Is said, o spook
2he £ish before it. The Float /ine
has bunches of Aaoyanz‘ reeds ' ‘
attac hed every COap/e of” Feel. '
With much S/Wp/‘ng of” 2he
surface, the men scare Che £1sh
Cooard the narroco end and hen
fa/c%/y draco the Seine across and
croewd Chem, at which point many
rohu and Mr{ga/ Jump over the net.
Then the men elevate the Seine s
Float line with bamboo poles Zo
p/‘e\/enf Furt Aer esScaqpe. Now a
mUChH Smaller Seine /s eMp/oyea/
/‘epez‘/‘Z‘/\/e/y Zo 5/‘/)73 groups of”
£ish Co shore for a)e{g/?/hg and
pac,é/ng in the truck with ice.
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The entire harvest 1s of Jé(Sf ore
species, Catla, Che plarklon-eater,
and the most valuable for sale at
the Calcutta £15h market. And 2hat
eorll be their destination afer Zhe
Zreck deposits iZs /oad, with Fresh
ice, at the Jhansi ¢rain station.
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But not every £ish eoil/
go. It's time Ffor a well-

desServed £154h curry Ffeast.

And Baboot 5/‘/73/1 gets a
£ish for his son's Ffarily
in SANpLri.

Upon wa/,é/'ng past
one of the /a/‘ge/‘ £ish
/y/ng on the bed of reeds
wused Zo ,éeep iZ clean, T
have halted becacse one
of those very /arge black
puUpils seems to be
Ffocused on me— a 4t
wnnerving, sometiing I
have to Shake ofF
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