" GROUNDED CANDY"
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OVER BLACK

TI TLE CARD: (Hall oween N ght)

SUBTI TLE CARD: (1993 Houston, TX)

FADE | N:

EXT. APARTMENT COWMPLEX - NI GHT ( CONTI NUQUS)

- Hal | oneen Decorations show on individual Patios and Doors.
- PARETNTS and KIDS in costunes roam excitingly about.

EXT. MAGE E'S APT - FRONT DOOR - 2ND FLOOR

Ascendi ng up sone stairs, we focus on APT #267 and can hear
yelling com ng frominside.

I NT. MAGG E'S APT - HALLWAY ( CONTI NUQUS)

JESSE MENDQZA (12), a tall lanky Hispanic boy, escapes
runni ng from his bedroom pani cki ng.

JESSE/ FREDDY' S BEDROOM

MAGE E MENDOZA (29), short, pretty and strong-willed, holds a
belt in one hand and BAGS of Hal |l oween Candy in the other.

She towers over one of her four sons, FREDDY MENDOZA (11),
short and ranbunctious, who has a fading bl ack eye.

MAGA E
Freddy, |1'm gonna ask you once! Were
did you get this candy fronf

Freddy stares back and shrugs his shoul ders.
HALLWAY

Jesse reaches the Hallway Restroom and enters as he hears
Freddy getting whi pped by their Mother.

MAGA E (O S.)
You tell me, right now

HALLWAY RESTROOM

Jesse | ocks the door behind himand | ooks in the mrror. He
noti ces chocolate by his |ips and washes up.



LI VI NG ROOM

Two ot her smaller siblings, ADAM (6) and CHRI S MENDOZA (4),
sit still dressed in their Hall oween Costunmes watching TV.
They munch happily on their haul of Hall oween candy.

HALLWAY RESTROOM
Jesse still washing up, hears a small knock at the door.
HALLWAY

Adam st ands paci ng by the Restroom Door, as Freddy can still
be heard getting reprimanded by his nother.

ADAM
(knocki ng)
Open the door, | have to go pee!

HALLWAY RESTROOM
Jesse dries his face and hands.
JESSE
(yell's out)
Go use Manm' s!

MAGGE E (O S.)
Where's your brother at?

HALLWAY

Maggi e still holding both Belt and Candy Bags, tries to
unl ock the closed restroom door.

HALLWAY RESTROOM

Jesse stares at the doorknob as it rattles.
HALLWAY

Maggi e pounds on the restroom door.

MAGA E
Jesse, you open this door right now

JESSE/ FREDDY' S BEDROOM

Freddy crying on the floor, stops and wi pes his tears away.
He reaches under his bed and pulls out a LARGE BOAL of Candy.



JESSE/ FREDDY' S BEDROOM - CLOSET

Under a pile of blankets, Freddy hides the Candy Bow .
HALLWAY

Maggi e continues her efforts to enter the restroom

MAGAE E
Boy, you better open this door! Your
brot her standing here has to go pee!

JESSE (O S)
No! You're just gonna hit ne!

Chris the littlest brother now approaches.

CHRI S
Pee- pee, go pee-pee nomy!

HALLWAY RESTROOM

Jesse reaches to open the door, but backs away when his
nmot her suddenly bangs and yells out!

MAGA E (O S.)
Jesse, open this fucken' door right
now You're the ol dest going on 13,
and this is the way you act? You
wonder why | can't keep a Man? It's
because who wants to rai se Boys that
won't |isten!

HALLWAY
Maggi e focuses on her two little ones watching.
MAGA E
Adam take your brother into mama's

restroom Ckay M| o?

Adam |l eads Chris into their Mdther's roomand Maggi e adverts
her attention back to the closed door in front of her.

HALLWAY RESTROOM

Jesse breaths heavily.



MAGA E (O S.)
You' re supposed to be a | eader, set an
exanpl e for your brothers! You know
yaw two are grounded for fighting!
HALLVWAY
Maggi e rai ses the BAGS of candy towards the closed door.
MAGAE E
Now tell ne, don't lie! How the hel
you two get this Candy?
JESSE/ FREDDY' S BEDROOM
Freddy sneaks his head out into the Hallway to |isten.
HALLWAY RESTROOM
Jesse | ooks at hinself in the mrror and takes a deep breath.
CUT TO
OVER BLACK

TI TLE CARD: (Getting G ounded)

SUBTI TLE CARD: (a few days "BEFORE' Hal | oween. . .)

FADE | N:
EXT. APARTMENT COVPLEX - FRONT OFFI CE - DAY ( CONTI NUQUS)

Freddy and BETH (12), a tall-pretty, smart Caucasian girl,
are both leaving fromgetting their mail

The Apt Manager, MRS. BRACHER (60's), sweet and kind,
instructs a MAI NTENANCE EMPLOYEE (40's), on where to hang
Hal | oneen decorations. She hands thema printed flyer.

MRS. BRACHER
Don't forget to dress up you tw and
nost be safe.
CLCSE UP

The Flyer reads: "Hall oween Safety and Fun!"



CUT BACK TO

Freddy and Beth thank Ms. Brasher, as they wal k away. Beth
grabs her bi ke parked out front and wal ks it al ongsi de
Freddy, who doesn't have one.

EXT. APARTMENT COWMPLEX

Freddy and Beth pace slowy towards the rear of the Conpl ex
where they separately live.

BETH
So, where's Jesse at?

FREDDY
Probably still getting ready. He |ikes
you, you know?

CUT TO
I NT. MAGE E'S APT - HALLWAY RESTROOM
Jesse looks in the mrror slicking his hair back.
JESSE
(talking to hinself)
Ch, hey Beth, you get your nmil here
too? Course |'Il be your boyfriend!
CUT BACK TO

EXT. APARTMENT COWMPLEX - DAY ( CONTI NUQUS)
Beth smles as she and Freddy wal k.

FREDDY
But | beat emto getting the nai
today, we both knowit's me you want.

BETH
(1 aughs)
Boy pl ease, plus ny cousin Melissa who
| told you about? She's comng to stay
with me this Hall oween weekend.

FREDDY
Yeah, so she |likes me or what?

BETH
| don't know, why don't you ask her
your sel f wei rdo.



FREDDY
(1l ooks at the flyer in his hand)
Are yaw weari ng Costunes?

A group of BOYS, (9-13), suddenly appear on bi kes causing the
two of themto stop.

DAM ON (12), a redhead-freckled and slightly overwei ght
Caucasi an, | eads the group of Bi ke Boys.

DAM ON
Sup Beth, why don't you cone ride with
us. Let this poor |oser walk just |ike
hi s punk ass brother does.

The group of Bi ke Boys | augh.

BETH
Dam on, just |eave us al one!

FREDDY
Yeah, fuck off! You probably need that
bi ke to get around Fat - Ass!

The group of Bi ke Boy gasp is shock.

DAM ON
What did you say!

FREDDY
You heard ne.
(snorts like a pig)
G nk... Q nk!

Beth covers her giggle as sone of the Bi ke Boys | augh. Dam on
drops his bi ke and threateningly approaches Freddy.

BETH
Dam on, don't you hit him

Freddy stands his ground as Damion stops in front of him
towering over. The group of Bi ke Boys watch.

BETH ( CONTD)
Just stop it right now, both of you!

Dam on sneers, bunping agai nst Freddy, who bunps back.
FREDDY

You better watch it, ny brother and |
been | earni ng kar at e!



CUT TO
I NT. MAGE E'S APT - LI VI NG ROOM ( FLASHBACK)
The TV shows a Saturday "KUNG FU-FLI CK" pl ayi ng.

Jesse, Freddy, Adamand Chris are imtating the karate noves,
junmping fromthe couch, punching and kicking in the air.

Freddy accidentally kicks Adam who starts crying. Jesse and
Freddy try to cal m Adam down. Chris yells out in anger.

CUT BACK TO
EXT. APARTMENT COVPLEX - DAY ( CONTI NUQUS)

Dam on pulls back his fist to swng at Freddy, when a CAR
passing by HONKS it's horn. Dam on reluctantly backs away.

DAM ON
You' re dead neat poor boy.

Dam on gets back on his bike.

DAM ON ( CONTD)
See you wal ki ng around | oser.

Freddy gives his mddle-finger to the group of Bi ke Boys as
they ride off.

BETH

Oh ny gosh, he's such a prick
FREDDY

He's lucky that car saved him
BETH

| thought he was going to hit you.
FREDDY

|"mnot scared. | could take themall.
BETH

(smles)
Hop on, 1'll punp you before they cone

back.

Freddy hops on the back extended PEGS on Beth's bike.



EXT. APARTMENT COVPLEX - BETH S BI KE ( MOVI NG

Freddy stands holding on to the back of Beth's shoul ders, as
they ride to the back of the Apartnent Conpl ex.

EXT. APARTMENT COWPLEX - BETH S FRONT DOOR
Freddy gets off Beth's bike as they cone to a stop.

FREDDY
| thought you were taking ne hone?

BETH
Yeah but it's hot, and now |I'm all
sweaty. What if your brother cones
out ?

Freddy stares blankly at Beth.

BETH ( CONTD)

Just let nme change real quick!
FREDDY

|"mgood. 1'lIl just take the back way.
BETH

Ok, be careful then!
Freddy heads around the corner, as Beth enters her Apt.
EXT. APARTMENT COWVPLEX
Freddy wal ks al ong the back-fence-1ine and cones to a snal
clearing field. Dam on and his group of friends are now
pl ayi ng catch and spot Freddy.
| NT. BETH S APARTMENT - BEDROOM

Bet h freshens up and hears commotion com ng from outside her
wi ndow. She | eaves outside to investigate.

EXT. APARTMENT COMPLEX

Beth sees that Damion and his friends have Freddy encircl ed.
- Beth gets on her bike pedaling fast.

- Damion and his friends push Freddy around.

- Beth gets off her bike, runs up sone stairs and knocks
frantically on Jesse's Door who answers.



- Dam on punches Freddy in the face.
- Jesse runs fast behind Beth on her bike.

- Freddy on the ground, touches his swollen eye and | ooks at
Dam on and his friends who |augh at him

- Beth points and Jesse sees Dam on | ooking at someone on the
ground, his wi de-back fully exposed.

- Running full speed, Jesse karate kicks Dam on in the back.

- Damion falls to the ground gasping for air next to Freddy,
who gets up and sl aps Dam on across his face.

- Jesse punches one of the Boys, gets grabbed from behind,
and el bows that Kid.

- Beth watches as the other Boys start running away.
- The brothers approach Dam on al one on the ground.

DAM ON
No... no wait!

FREDDY
Wait on this you stupid b--

DAM ONS POV: Receives a stonp from Freddy to the face!

FADE TO BLACK:
FADE | N:
I NT. MAGE E'S APT - KITCHEN ( MOVENTS LATER)

A Lid froma pot cooking on the stove is renoved as Maggi e
serves her Boys sitting at the D ning Table.

FREDDY
--Beans and Weni es agai n?

MAGA E
Aye, you lucky we have food to eat.
You know how many people out there are
starving? Let ne see your eye.

Maggi e exam nes Freddy's now swol | en bl ack eye.



10.

MAGG E ( CONTD)
(to Jesse and Freddy)
Yaw need to be nore careful throw ng
the ball around. Last thing | need is
for one of yaw to get hurt.

The HOVE PHONE rings and Maggi e answers.

MAGAE E
(i nto phone)
Hello, I"msorry wait... ny sons did
what ?

| NT. APARTMENT COWVPLEX - FRONT OFFI CE

Ms. Bracher on the phone, tries to cover the speaking end
with her hand as a burly woman sits angrily across her desk.

MRS. BRACHER
Ms. Karenson, please!

MRS. KARENSON (40s), a heavy-set Caucasi an worman, points to
her son Dam on who has an ice over his busted nose and who
W nces about his aching back.

MRS. KARENSON
Ain'"t no one in hell, going to be
ki cking nmy honey-child in the back!

MRS. BRACHER
| understand, but we sinply can not go
around threatening children.

MRS. KARENSON

VWll, the nother of them boys ain't no
child. Bring that bitch here to this
of fice!

I NT. MAGE E' S APT - KI TCHEN
Jesse and Freddy both try to explain it wasn't their fault.

MAGG E ( CONTD)
| don't want to hear it. You two can
forget about Hal |l oween com ng up. Your
asses are grounded!

Jesse and Freddy bow their heads, defeated as their nother
conti nues on the phone.

CUT TGO



11.

OVER BLACK

TI TLE CARD: (Candy Ti ne)

SUB TI TLE CARD: (5:30 PM"EARLIER' Hal | onween Day)

FADE | N:
EXT. APARTMENT COMPLEX - DUSK ( CONTI NUQOUS)
PARENTS and KI DS roam about in full Hall oween Costunes.

I NT. MAGGE E'S APT - LIVING ROOM

Adam is dressed as a "GHOSTBUSTER' and Maggie still in her
work uniform finishes up Chris as a "N NJA TURTLE"
CHRI S
Tic-r-teet!
MAGA E

That's right mjo. Should nomry change
out of her work clothes, or just go
like this --

(attenpts scary face)
-- an Evil Baker who cooks ki ds!

Maggi e playfully tickles her youngest son who | aughs.
JESSE/ FREDDY' S BEDROOM

Jesse reads a Novel in bed, as Freddy |lays on the fl oor
sorting through his Com c Books.

Maggi e enters the roomand the brothers sit up. They notice
she has a |l arge Plastic Bag.

MAGA E
Have you thought about what you did?

The Brothers nod their heads.

Maggi e pulls out two costunmes fromthe bag, a "HALLOAEEN
JASON' and a " FREDDY KRUGER'.

Jesse and Freddy get excited.



MAGG E ( CONTD)

You know | do all | can to provide for
you boys! Wbrking overtine, sonetinmes
on the weekends... and what do |

sinply ask for in return?
Jesse and Freddy | ook away in silence.

MAGA E ( CONTD)
That you hel p watch your brothers..
pay attention in school... and nost
inmportantly stay out of what?

JESSE
(munbl es)

MAGA E
| can't hear you speak up

JESSE
Tr oubl e?

MAGA E
That's right... stay out of trouble.
Well did you listen?

The Brothers continue in their silence.

MAGAE E ( CONTD)
Guess who has to pay that boys nedi ca
bill because his nother took himfor a
check up? You think your good for
not hi ng Fat her's gonna hel p pay?

Maggi e begins putting the Costunes back in the |arge bag.

MAGG E ( CONTD)
Now | have to see what kind of Mbney |
can get back tonorrow returning these.

FREDDY
But nom - -

12.



