Welcome to Amherst Presbyterian Church. We are one of the visible churches for
the invisible church that shall be gathered into one, under Christ, the head thereof;
and is the spouse, the body, the fullness of Christ that fills all in all.

You are so welcome to our worship every Sunday.

Matthew 2:13-23

1st Sunday of Christmas

December 28, 2025 at 10:30 AM

“This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” Psalm 118:24



AMHERST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
The Presbyterian Church in the USA
All Are Welcome

*We invite you to please stand, as you are able, for items preceded by an asterisk.

PRELUDE: Lo, How a Rose Praetorius
OPENING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Liturgist
*INTROIT:  Joy to the World! # 40 (blue) - Verse 1

CALL TO WORSHIP

Liturgist: Praise God, all who dwell on this earth.
Praise God in the heights and depths of life.
People: We will recount the deeds of God.
Surely God has shown us goodness and mercy.
Liturgist: Praise God, sun and moon and stars.
Praise God, fire and hail, snow and frost.
People: Men and women, young and old, together:
Let us praise and honor our Creator.
Liturgist: Let God’s name be praised and exalted.
God’s glory is above heaven and earth.
People: By God’s steadfast love, we are drawn to worship.

Our gracious Savior leads us in new ways.
* HYMN: The First Nowell # 56 (blue)

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison)

O God, we have been so busy with things that do not satisfy! We have tried to
fill our emptiness with activities and possessions that drain our energies rather
than give life meaning. We do not know how to live, and we are afraid to die.
We excuse our own sin at the same time that we deplore the abuse and vio-
lence we see in others. We deny the witness of the One who shared our com-



mon lot, for we are not willing to take the risks of genuine love. O God, save us
from ourselves. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS (in unison)

Christ identified with us to show us whose we are. Christ suffered for us to help
us in our times of testing. Christ died to lead us to life in all its fullness. Now
our merciful and faithful High Priest welcomes us to be at one with God and our
own best selves. We are forgiven, we are redeemed, we are lifted up to a life of
true freedom.

* PASSING OF PEACE Pastor
Pastor: “The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you...”
People: “....and also with you.”

* GLORIA PATRI:  Glory Be to the Father # 579 (blue)

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor

FIRST READING Psalm 148 Liturgist
(please turn to page 582 of the Old Testament in your pew Bible)

SECOND READING Matthew 2:13-23 Pastor

' Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream
and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain
there until | tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.’

" Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to
Egypt, '° and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfil what had
been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, ‘Out of Egypt | have called my
son.’

'® When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriat-
ed, and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were
two years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise
men. '” Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah:



18 ‘A voice was heard in Ramah,
wailing and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.’
' When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Jo-
seph in Egypt and said, 20 Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the
land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.’ 2! Then Jo-
seph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 2 Byt
when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Her-
od, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away
to the district of Galilee. 2 There he made his home in a town called Nazareth,
so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, ‘He will be
called a Nazorean.’

Pastor: The Word of God, to all people of God.
People: Thanks be to God.
SERMON “The Shadowing Side of Christmas” Pastor

MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION ~ Please observe this time of silence.
* HYMN: Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne # 2100 (Sing the Faith)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (in unison)
From the Confession of 1967

In Jesus of Nazareth, true humanity was realized once for all. Jesus, a Pales-
tinian Jew, lived among his own people and shared their needs, temptations,
joys, and sorrows. He expressed the love of God in word and deed and be-
came a brother to all kinds of sinful men and women. But his complete obedi-
ence led him into conflict with his people. His life and teaching judged their
goodness, religious aspirations, and national hopes. Many rejected him and
demanded his death. In giving himself freely for them, he took upon himself the
judgment under which everyone stands convicted. God raised him from the

(continued on next page)



dead, vindicating him as Messiah and Lord. The victim of sin became victor,
and won the victory over sin and death for all.

SHARING OF JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS Pastor

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever. Amen.

OFFERTORY INVITATION Liturgist

We are invited to praise God with the offerings of our best. In the generous
spirit of this season, we give thanks for God’s providence with an answering
generosity. The needs of our brothers and sisters, both spiritual and material,
cry out for the help we can give. What a privilege to act for God through our

giving!
OFFERTORY: What Child Is This ~ Trad.
* DOXOLOGY: Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow # 592 (blue)
* OFFERTORY PRAYER (in unison)

Awesome God, when we recount your gracious deeds and praiseworthy acts,
we want to imitate them. Because of your mercy and favor and the abundance
of your steadfast love, we are moved to respond. Thank you for the gift of life,
for all you have entrusted to us, for your watchful care over us, for surrounding
us with love when loss and suffering overwhelm us. It is when we give with
generous hearts that we begin to understand how much we have been given.
Thank you, God. Amen.



* COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Pastor: Engage your world as brothers and sisters of Jesus.
Treat all God’s children as next of kin.
People: God has called us into community.
Jesus leads us into a life of service.
Pastor: Praise God for all creation, including yourself.
Praise God for the variety of people who surround us.
People: We share one flesh and blood with all humanity.
We share one flesh and blood with Jesus Christ.
Pastor: Surely we are loved, welcomed, and blessed.
God'’s presence goes with us in all we do.
People: Wherever we go, we can count on God’s care.
Whatever we face, Christ will meet us there.
ALL: Amen.
* HYMN: Joy to the World! # 40 (blue) - Verse 4

POSTLUDE: For Unto Us a Child is Born Handel

Today’'s Worship Team

Ministers: The People and Rev. Amir Tawadrous
Music Director: Dr. Donna Lorenzo

Liturgist: Tom Potts

Vocalists: The APC Singers

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS

Our friends and family in care facilities and at home, including: Andy Chou,
Dick Eckert, Joan Hambleton, Betty Knowl, Lois McMillan, Dirk Pouli, Gail Trankle



APC CALENDAR AND ANNOUNCEMENTS — December 28, 2025

e Our Deacons will meet on Sunday, Jan. 4 at noon in Fellowship Hall.
e Everyone is welcome in our next Bible Study, which will be at 9:30 AM on Sunday,
Jan. 4 in Fellowship Hall.

e If you chair a committee or lead a group, please begin thinking about your annual
report to summarize 2025. These will be due in mid-January.

Next week — Sunday, January 4, 2026 —
9:30 AM - Bible Study
10:30 AM - Worship Service
12:00 PM - Deacons’ Meeting

Devotion of the Week

Let us read Luke 2:1-20.

Questions for your meditation:

How will our congregation proclaim the good news and love of the Christmas season in
the days, weeks, and months following Christmas Day?

Why is it important for believers to confront the difficult and uncomfortable texts in
Scripture?

How can the church and individual Christians bear witness that the ways of much of
the “real world” are counter to God’s way — and demonstrate God’s values in that wit-
ness?



Amherst Presbyterian Church

151 S. Youngs Road
Williamsville, NY 14221-7023

s

CONTACT INFORMATION

Office Phone: 716-633-4656 / Email: AmherstPC@verizon.net
Office hours: 9:00am—1:00pm, Monday, Wednesday, Friday

Rev. Amir’s Cell: 773-961-6977 / Email: APCpastor@verizon.net
Rev. Amir’s hours: 9:00am—12:30pm, Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri, and by appointment
(scheduling your visit is recommended)

Church website: www.amherstpreschurch.com
Facebook: Amherst Presbyterian Church—closed group; ask to be invited



