Welcome to Amherst Presbyterian Church. We are one of the visible churches for
the invisible church that shall be gathered into one, under Christ, the head thereof;
and is the spouse, the body, the fullness of Christ that fills all in all.

You are so welcome to our worship every Sunday.

SECOND SUNDAY

Aduent

Peace

December 7, 2025 at 10:30 AM

“This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” Psalm 118:24



AMHERST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
The Presbyterian Church in the USA
All Are Welcome

*We invite you to please stand, as you are able, for items preceded by an asterisk.

PRELUDE: Watchman, Tell Us of the Night Parry
OPENING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
*INTROIT: People, Look East # 12 (blue) - Verses 1, 2, and 3

CALL TO WORSHIP

Liturgist: Rejoice together, people of God.
Let all the earth praise our Creator.
People: We have gathered to honor our God.
In awe and reverence, we seek God’s Word.
Liturgist: Welcome one another as Christ welcomes you.
Let each other know of Christ’s presence.
People: Surely Christ has come to change us.
Christ is coming still to redirect us.
Liturgist: This is a time to take delight in the Spirit.

This is the hour to seek knowledge and counsel.

People: We are ready to learn what the Spirit teaches.

We are awakening to the Spirit’s gifts.

* HYMN: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel # 9 (blue)

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Liturgist

Follow Insert

(in unison)

Awesome God, we have disregarded your Word, failing to inquire after your will
for us. We have ignored the needy, defended our advantages, and neglected
our prayers. We have not appreciated or witnessed to your sustaining love.
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Instead we destroy the resources of the earth with little regard for those who
follow us. We value our prosperity more than the harmony you envision for your
people. O God, we do not like ourselves this way. Deliver us, we pray. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS (in unison)

Remember your baptism! Feel again the refreshing waters that cleanse and
make whole. Anticipate the baptism of the Spirit, the unquenchable fire that
burns away the chaff. Receive these gifts and bear fruit worthy of repentance.

* PASSING OF PEACE Pastor
Pastor: “The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you...”
People: “....and also with you.”

* GLORIA PATRI:  Glory Be to the Father # 579 (blue)

APC SINGERS: Sing We Now of Christmas French Carol
CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor
FIRST READING Romans 15:7-13 Liturgist

(please turn to page 163 of the New Testament in your pew Bible)

SECOND READING Matthew 3:1-12 Pastor

' In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaim-
ing, 2 ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ * This is the one of
whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.”

4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist,
and his food was locusts and wild honey. ® Then the people of Jerusalem and
all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, ®and they
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
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" But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said
to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
8 Bear fruit worthy of repentance. ® Do not presume to say to yourselves, “We
have Abraham as our ancestor”; for | tell you, God is able from these stones to
raise up children to Abraham. '® Even now the axe is lying at the root of the
trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown
into the fire.

| baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than |
is coming after me; | am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire. '? His winnowing-fork is in his hand, and he will clear his
threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will
burn with unquenchable fire.’

Pastor: The Word of God, to all people of God.
People: Thanks be to God.
SERMON “2nd Sunday of Advent” Pastor

MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION ~ Please observe this time of silence.

* HYMN: It Came Upon the Midnight Clear # 38 (blue)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (in unison)
Adapted from the Confession of 1967

God'’s redeeming work in Jesus Christ embraces the whole of human life: social
and cultural, economic and political, scientific and technological, individual and
corporate. It includes our natural environment as exploited and despoiled by
sin. God wills that God’s purpose for human life shall be fulfilled under the rule
of Christ, and all evil be banished from God’s creation. Already God’s reign is
present as a ferment in the world, stirring hope in all people and preparing the
world to receive its ultimate judgment and redemption.

With an urgency born of this hope, the church applies itself to present tasks and
strives for a better world. It does not identify limited progress with the kingdom
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of God on earth, nor does it despair in the face of disappointment and defeat.
In steadfast hope, the church looks beyond all partial achievement to the final
triumph of God.

SHARING OF JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS Pastor
THE LORD’S PRAYER (using debts/debtors) (in unison)
OFFERTORY INVITATION Liturgist

As we join our voices in prayer and praise, so, too, we bring together the sym-
bols of our life investment: money we have earned, the hours we have before
us, the abilities that are ours alone. Let us give ourselves with joy.

OFFERTORY: Lo, How a Rose E’re Blooming German Carol
* DOXOLOGY: Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow # 592 (blue)
* OFFERTORY PRAYER (in unison)

What a joy to give! What a delight to join our efforts to your purposes, amazing
God! You inspire us to oppose wickedness, to stand up for the oppressed, to
work for harmony among all your children. Lead us, together, to your holy
mountain, where all are valued and no one is excluded. May our offerings
spread the knowledge of your ways across this earth, widening the circle of in-
clusion to embrace all your children, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

* COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Pastor: The God of steadfastness sends you into the world.
The God of encouragement bids you to live in harmony.
People: In our daily living, we will rejoice in God’s presence.
We are thankful that God helps us to understand.
Pastor: Live each day with hope, welcoming one another.
Rejoice that Christ welcomes you and claims you.
People: Praise God, whose Holy Spirit empowers us.

Praise God, who offers us joy and peace.
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Pastor: Join with God in seeking justice for all.
Lend your resources to help the poor and needy.

People: May righteousness flourish and peace abound.
May God’s glory fill the earth, through us.

ALL: Amen.

* HYMN: Go Now In Peace

Go now in peace, never be afraid. God will go with you each hour of ev'ry day.

Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true. Know He will guide you in all you do.
Go now in love, and show you believe. Reach out to others so all the world can
see. God will be there watching from above. Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.

POSTLUDE: O Sanctissima Roman Carol

Today’s Worship Team

Ministers: The People and Rev. Amir Tawadrous
Music Director: Dr. Donna Lorenzo

Liturgist: Sue Shipps

Vocalists: The APC Singers

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS

Our friends and family in care facilities and at home, including: Andy Chou,
Dick Eckert, Joan Hambleton, Betty Knowl, Lois McMillan, Dirk Pouli, Gail Trankle

Devotion of the Week
Let us read Matthew 3:1-12.

Questions for your meditation:

What constitutes a “good apology” to you personally? Can you remember an apology
you received that felt good? How about one that felt not-so-good?

Every Sunday in worship, we confess our sin together. What is a small way you could
follow up on that confession this Sunday, making the move from confession and apolo-
gy to repair and repentance?



APC CALENDAR AND ANNOUNCEMENTS — December 7, 2025

Please be sure to get your Poinsettia orders to Lois Potts today. Order/dedication
forms can be found on the table in the narthex and in your bulletin.

Our Deacons will meet today in Fellowship Hall at noon.

There will be a Budget Meeting in Fellowship Hall on Monday, Dec. 8 at 7:00 PM.
(Please note that the next Session Meeting will be Jan. 12th.)

Rachael Circle will meet in Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, Dec. 9 at noon.

On Wednesday, Dec. 10th, between 4pm and 8pm, you’ll have an opportunity to
“raise dough” for APC by ordering delicious items from the Panera Bread location at
5311 Main St in Williamsville. Simply use promo code FUND4U a checkout. See
the flyer on our bulletin boards or in the weekly newsletter for more info.

We're collecting warm winter wear (hats, mittens, gloves, scarves, and new or
clean, gently-used coats) for local families in need. Place them in the Hat & Mitten
Tree box in Fellowship Hall by Dec. 14.

Everyone is invited to join us in Fellowship Hall on Sunday, Dec. 14 after the ser-
vice for a Festive Finger Foods Luncheon and Christmas Homecoming Sing-along.

Throughout the season of Advent we have an opportunity to support the needs of
past, present, and future church leaders through the PCUSA’s Christmas Joy offer-
ing. Informational flyers and special giving envelopes will be available until Dec. 21.

Our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be on Wednesday, Dec. 24 at 7:00 PM.
We hope you can join us for this special, music-filled evening. Bring your family,
friends, and neighbors to celebrate together.

Donations to our Wings of Faith Blessing Bags outreach program are temporarily
suspended for the holiday season and will resume in January.

Also being paused until January is our Dominos, Etc. Game Group.

Next week — Sunday, December 14 — 3rd Sunday of Advent (Joy)
10:30 AM - Worship Service
12:00 PM - Festive Finger Foods Luncheon &
Christmas Homecoming Sing-along



Amherst Presbyterian Church

151 S. Youngs Road
Williamsville, NY 14221-7023

s

CONTACT INFORMATION

Office Phone: 716-633-4656 / Email: AmherstPC@verizon.net
Office hours: 9:00am—1:00pm, Monday, Wednesday, Friday

Rev. Amir’s Cell: 773-961-6977 / Email: APCpastor@verizon.net
Rev. Amir’s hours: 9:00am—12:30pm, Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri, and by appointment
(scheduling your visit is recommended)

Church website: www.amherstpreschurch.com
Facebook: Amherst Presbyterian Church—closed group; ask to be invited



