Welcome to Amherst Presbyterian Church. We are one of the visible churches for
the invisible church that shall be gathered into one, under Christ, the head thereof;
and is the spouse, the body, the fullness of Christ that fills all in all.

You are so welcome to our worship every Sunday.

THIRD SUNDAY

Rejoice
December 14, 2025 at 10:30 AM

“This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” Psalm 118:24



AMHERST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
The Presbyterian Church in the USA
All Are Welcome

*We invite you to please stand, as you are able, for items preceded by an asterisk.

PRELUDE: Sleepers Awake Bach
OPENING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Liturgist
*INTROIT: People, Look East # 12 (blue) - Verses 1 and 4

CALL TO WORSHIP

Liturgist: Come away from haste and frantic busyness.
This is the season for quiet waiting.
People: It is hard to still our souls when we are so busy.
It is hard to be patient with ourselves and others.
Liturgist: Receive God’s mercy and strengthen your hearts.
A Savior is coming; God’s love is near.
People: We want to hear and believe God’s promises.
We want to become patient, loving seekers.
Liturgist: God presents us with a high and holy way.
Come before God now with praise and singing.
People: We sense the joy God offers to us.

Our spirits rejoice in God our Savior.

* HYMN: Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates # 8 (blue)
LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH The Melofchik & Hoffmann Families
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison)

Come into our emptiness, gracious God. We feel empty because we have shut
you out of our lives. Break through our pretensions, Holy One. We pretend to
be powerful because we have not claimed the peace that is available deep with-
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in when you dwell with us. Quiet our grumbling and complaining. We are impa-
tient because we have focused on things, not on you. Enter our lives with the
forgiveness you have promised to all who are truly sorry for their unfaithfulness.
Release us from our self-created prisons. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS (in unison)

God speaks to our fearful hearts: Be strong. Do not fear. | will come to save
you. Sorrow and sighing flee away. Joy and gladness are yours. “The blind
receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the
dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them.” Praise God!

* PASSING OF PEACE Pastor
Pastor: “The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you...”
People: “....and also with you.”

* GLORIA PATRI:  Glory Be to the Father # 579 (blue)

APC SINGERS: A Christmas Prayer Soward
CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor
FIRST READING Psalm 146:5-10 Liturgist

® Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the Lord their God,

who made heaven and earth,

the sea, and all that is in them;

who keeps faith for ever;

who executes justice for the oppressed;

who gives food to the hungry.

The Lord sets the prisoners free;

the Lord opens the eyes of the blind.

The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
the Lord loves the righteous.
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® The Lord watches over the strangers;
he upholds the orphan and the widow,
but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.
' The Lord will reign for ever,
your God, O Zion, for all generations.
Praise the Lord!

SECOND READING Matthew 11:2-11 Pastor

2 When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his
disciples 3 and said to him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait
for another?’ * Jesus answered them, ‘Go and tell John what you hear and see:
5 the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf
hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. ® And
blessed is anyone who takes no offence at me.’
" As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: ‘What did
you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? ® What
then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who
wear soft robes are in royal palaces.  What then did you go out to see? A
prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more than a prophet. '° This is the one about
whom it is written,

“See, | am sending my messenger ahead of you,

who will prepare your way before you.”
" Truly | tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than
John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.

Pastor: The Word of God, to all people of God.
People: Thanks be to God.
SERMON “3rd Sunday of Advent” Pastor

MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION ~ Please observe this time of silence.

* HYMN: Prepare the Way # 13 (blue)



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH From a Declaration of Faith (in unison)

Liturgist: What do you believe?

People: In Christ, God gave us a glimpse of the new creation God has al-
ready begun and will surely finish. We do not know when the final
day will come. In our time we see only broken and scattered signs
that the renewal of all things is under way. We do not yet see the
end of cruelty and suffering in the world, the church, or our own
lives. But we see Jesus as Lord. As he stands at the center of our
history, we are confident he will stand at its end. He will judge all
people and nations. Evil will be condemned and rooted out of
God’s good creation. There will be no more tears or pain. All
things will be made new.

SHARING OF JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS Pastor
THE LORD’S PRAYER (using debts/debtors) (in unison)
OFFERTORY INVITATION Liturgist

God continues to lift up the lowly and to topple the powerful from their thrones.
God judges us, not by worldly standards of greatness but according to the genu-
ineness of our compassion and the extent of our faithfulness. Our offerings are
one measure of our priorities.

OFFERTORY: Gabriel’'s Oboe Morricone
* DOXOLOGY: Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow # 592 (blue)
* OFFERTORY PRAYER (in unison)

Majestic God, thank you for inviting us to share the blessings you pour out on
us. We want to extend the healing ministry of Jesus who gave sight to those
who were blind and new insight to some who only pretended to see. Use our
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resources to heal attitudes as well as bodies, to bring wholeness, not just cures.
Help us to address the inequities of the earth that leave so many without food or
shelter or hope. Lead us into your realm in the midst of our daily living. Amen.

* COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Pastor: God has been present with us here today.
God also sends us out into the world.
People: The world we are about to enter is God’s world.
We can count on God to be with us every day.
Pastor: God’s judgment is sure, but so is God’s love.
God lifts up the lowly and offers them strength.
People: Our eyes and ears have been opened to God’s truth.
We have good news for all who need to hear it.
Pastor: Be patient with others and do not grumble.
Be patient with yourselves as you seek the Holy Way.
People: Like the prophets, we seek to speak in God’s name.

Like lowly servants, we are eager to help others.
ALL: Amen.

* HYMN: Go Now In Peace

Go now in peace, never be afraid. God will go with you each hour of ev'ry day.

Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true. Know He will guide you in all you do.
Go now in love, and show you believe. Reach out to others so all the world can
see. God will be there watching from above. Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.

POSTLUDE: Medley of Carols, arr. Linda Stotsky, Flute

Today’'s Worship Team

Ministers: The People and Rev. Amir Tawadrous
Music Director: Dr. Donna Lorenzo
Liturgist: Tom Potts

Vocalists: The APC Singers



APC CALENDAR AND ANNOUNCEMENTS — December 14, 2025

e Join us in Fellowship Hall today after the service for a Festive Finger Foods Lunch-
eon and Christmas Homecoming Sing-along. Also while you're there, please be
sure to sign the Christmas cards for our homebound.

e Everyone is welcome in our Bible Study on Sunday, Dec. 21 at 9:30 AM.

e Our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be on Wednesday, Dec. 24 at 7:00 PM.
Invite your family and friends and join us for this special evening of Scripture, song,
communion, and candlelight.

e Throughout the season of Advent we have an opportunity to support the needs of
past, present, and future church leaders through the PCUSA’s Christmas Joy offer-
ing. Informational flyers and special giving envelopes will be available until Dec. 21.

Next week — Sunday, December 21 — 4th Sunday of Advent (Love)
9:30 AM - Bible Study
10:30 AM - Worship Service

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS

Our friends and family in care facilities and at home, including: Andy Chou,
Dick Eckert, Joan Hambleton, Betty Knowl, Lois McMillan, Dirk Pouli, Gail Trankle

Devotion of the Week

Let us read Matthew 11:2-11.

Questions for your meditation:

When are you tempted to despair and doubt who Jesus is?
Where do you see God at work in the world today?

What is the Spirit calling you to do to bring more comfort and joy into the world in the
name of Jesus?



Amherst Presbyterian Church

151 S. Youngs Road
Williamsville, NY 14221-7023

s

CONTACT INFORMATION

Office Phone: 716-633-4656 / Email: AmherstPC@verizon.net
Office hours: 9:00am—1:00pm, Monday, Wednesday, Friday

Rev. Amir’s Cell: 773-961-6977 / Email: APCpastor@verizon.net
Rev. Amir’s hours: 9:00am—12:30pm, Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri, and by appointment
(scheduling your visit is recommended)

Church website: www.amherstpreschurch.com
Facebook: Amherst Presbyterian Church—closed group; ask to be invited



