
WALKING IN THE STEPS OF ABRAHAM'S FAITH

Text:

“What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found? 
For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God. 
For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for
righteousness. Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of
debt. But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his
faith is counted for righteousness. Even as David also describeth the blessedness of
the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works, Saying, Blessed are
they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man to
whom the Lord will not impute sin. Cometh this blessedness then upon the circumcision
only, or upon the uncircumcision also? for we say that faith was reckoned to Abraham
for righteousness. How was it then reckoned? when he was in circumcision, or in
uncircumcision? Not in circumcision, but in uncircumcision. And he received the sign of
circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had yet being
uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them that believe, though they be not
circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto them also: And the father of
circumcision to them who are not of the circumcision only, but who also walk in the
steps of that faith of our father Abraham, which he had being yet uncircumcised. 
For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his
seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of faith. For if they which are of
the law be heirs, faith is made void, and the promise made of none effect: Because the
law worketh wrath: for where no law is, there is no transgression. Therefore it is of faith,
that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not to
that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the
father of us all, (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before him
whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which
be not as though they were. Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become
the father of many nations, according to that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be.  
And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was
about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sara's womb: He staggered
not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God;  
And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform. 
 And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness. Now it was not written for his
sake alone, that it was imputed to him; But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if
we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; Who was delivered for
our offences, and was raised again for our justification.” (Romans 4:1-25)

INTRODUCTION:

1) Text explained:

(1) Jewish problem-shows justification aside from circumcision.
(2) Uses Abraham & David.

2) “And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness.” 
(Genesis 15:6) 

3) “A Psalm of David, Maschil. Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man unto whom the LORD imputeth not iniquity,
and in whose spirit there is no guile. When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through



my roaring all the day long. For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me: my
moisture is turned into the drought of summer. Selah.” (Psalm 32:1-4)

4) Remember Abraham was not an alien sinner in Genesis 15. (He had been
called for several years).

5) The steps of Abraham’s faith are spoken of in the following verse: “And the
father of circumcision to them who are not of the circumcision only, but who also walk in
the steps of that faith of our father Abraham, which he had being yet uncircumcised.” 
(Romans 4:12)

6) We will be blessed if we will walk in these steps!

CONSIDER:

I. A FAITH THAT LEAVES HOME

1) God called Abram to leave his homeland, “Now the LORD had said unto
Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house,
unto a land that I will shew thee: And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless
thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless them that
bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be
blessed.” (Genesis 12:1-3.)

2) Abraham's homeland is described: “By faith Abraham, when he was called
to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he
went out, not knowing whither he went. By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as
in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of
the same promise: For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and
maker is God.” (Hebrews 11:8-10).

3) Our Lord left heaven, “For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that,
though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty
might be rich.” (2Corinthians 8:9)

(1) “So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he
hath, he cannot be my disciple.” (Luke 14:33)

(2) “Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess
also before my Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men,
him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.” (Matthew 10:32-33)

(3) “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature.” (Mark 16:15)

II. FAITH THAT TAKES GOD AT HIS WORD

1) “After these things the word of the LORD came unto Abram in a vision, saying,
Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward. And Abram said,
Lord GOD, what wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless, and the steward of my house
is this Eliezer of Damascus? And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given no seed:
and, lo, one born in my house is mine heir. And, behold, the word of the LORD came
unto him, saying, This shall not be thine heir; but he that shall come forth out of thine
own bowels shall be thine heir. And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now
toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto him,
So shall thy seed be. And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for



righteousness. And he said unto him, I am the LORD that brought thee out of Ur of the
Chaldees, to give thee this land to inherit it.” (Genesis 15:1-7)

2) This is what is discussed in Romans 4.

(1) “What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the
flesh, hath found? For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but
not before God. For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was
counted unto him for righteousness.” (Romans 4:1-3)

(2) “Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father
of many nations, according to that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be. And being
not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an
hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sara's womb: He staggered not at the
promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; And being
fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform.” 
(Romans 4: 18-21).

3) We should have this kind of faith!

(1) Repentance, “I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise
perish.” (Luke 13:3)

(2) Baptism, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that
believeth not shall be damned.” (Mark 16:16)

(3) Church, “And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this
rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 
(Matthew 16:18)

(4) Faithfulness, “Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer:
behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall
have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” 
(Revelation 2:10)

4) “And the LORD came, and stood, and called as at other times, Samuel,
Samuel. Then Samuel answered, Speak; for thy servant heareth.” (1Samuel 3:10)

III. FAITH THAT SACRIFICES

1) Made great sacrifice! “Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of
thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will
shew thee: And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy
name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless them that bless thee, and
curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.  So
Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram
was seventy and five years old when he departed out of Haran. And Abram took Sarai
his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their substance that they had gathered, and
the souls that they had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go into the land of
Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came. And Abram passed through the land
unto the place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. And the Canaanite was then in the
land. And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this land:
and there builded he an altar unto the LORD, who appeared unto him. And he removed
from thence unto a mountain on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, having Bethel
on the west, and Hai on the east: and there he builded an altar unto the LORD, and
called upon the name of the LORD. And Abram journeyed, going on still toward the
south. And there was a famine in the land: and Abram went down into Egypt to sojourn
there; for the famine was grievous in the land.  And it came to pass, when he was come



near to enter into Egypt, that he said unto Sarai his wife, Behold now, I know that thou
art a fair woman to look upon: Therefore it shall come to pass, when the Egyptians shall
see thee, that they shall say, This is his wife: and they will kill me, but they will save
thee alive. Say, I pray thee, thou art my sister: that it may be well with me for thy sake;
and my soul shall live because of thee.  And it came to pass, that, when Abram was
come into Egypt, the Egyptians beheld the woman that she was very fair. The princes
also of Pharaoh saw her, and commended her before Pharaoh: and the woman was
taken into Pharaoh's house. And he entreated Abram well for her sake: and he had
sheep, and oxen, and he asses, and menservants, and maidservants, and she asses,
and camels. And the LORD plagued Pharaoh and his house with great plagues
because of Sarai Abram's wife. And Pharaoh called Abram, and said, What is this that
thou hast done unto me? why didst thou not tell me that she was thy wife?”
 (Genesis 12:1-18).

2) Imagine making the journey, building the altar, etc..

3) Remember Abraham took God at His word.

4) God promised to provide a sacrifice, “And Abraham said, My son, God will
provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went both of them together.”
(Genesis 22:8)

5) God promised ultimate sacrifice.

(1) ”For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)

(2) “But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the
suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should
taste death for every man.” (Hebrews 2:9)

6) We too should sacrifice!

(1) Should worship faithfully!
(2) “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service.” (Romans 12:1)

(3) “But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a
servant, and was made in the likeness of men:” (Philippians 2:7)

(4) “But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus
the things which were sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable,
well pleasing to God.” (Philippians 4:18)

(5) “By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually,
that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.” (Hebrews 13:15)

IV. A FAITH THAT ENDURED

1) Abraham's death, “And these are the days of the years of Abraham's life
which he lived, an hundred threescore and fifteen years. Then Abraham gave up the
ghost, and died in a good old age, an old man, and full of years; and was gathered to
his people.” (Genesis 25:7-8)

(1) “ I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God
is not the God of the dead, but of the living.” (Matthew 22:32)



(2) “There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you
yourselves thrust out.” (Luke 13:28)

2) We too must endure.

3) “Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast
some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be
thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” (Revelation 2:10)

4) “Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and
let us run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author
and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.   For
consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be
wearied and faint in your minds. Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against
sin.  And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children,
My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of
him: For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he
receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is
he whom the father chasteneth not? But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are
partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. Furthermore we have had fathers of our
flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in
subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live?” (Hebrews 12:1-9)

5) “Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.”
(2Timothy 2:3)

CONCLUSION

1) We should walk in the steps of the faith of Abraham, “And the father of
circumcision to them who are not of the circumcision only, but who also walk in the
steps of that faith of our father Abraham, which he had being yet uncircumcised.”
(Romans 4:12)

2) Review points.

3) Abraham was blessed! Called the friend of God! 

(1) “ And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God,
and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God.”
(James 2:23)

(2) “Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.”
(John 15:14)
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