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How’e thig for irony, we gpend all year teaching our children not 1o talk to etrangers and to never take
candy from etrangers...only to parade them through the neighborhood on Oct.3! to do what?... take
candy from strangere.? But ig it really the height of irony? Or ig it celebrating the macabre ag
meaninglese fun for the kide? Or yet perhape commemorating the remnante of age old pagan riteg
unrelated to our own religion?...While wickednesg ie not alwayge ginister and a ginister thing not alwayg
wicked, once in a while, we find a heathen cugtom embracing it’s true nature in brazen digplay of both.
And Halloween ig just such an example of evil on digplay...yet ironically, regarded by most ag harmlese
play. How very dangerougly wrong they are...

While mogt heathen custome adopted ag Chrigtian tradition tend to present a pretty face (Chrigtmag and
Easter being chief examples), Halloween hag taken on the opposite appearance. Witches and
gpiderwebs, grinning pumpking and ghoste and gobling and ghouls decorate neighborhoods every
October in modern timeg. But this ig but the plaything left over from the much older holiday borrowed
originally from the celts. The dark and devilih night known ag Sarmhain (pronounced Sahwin).



Aq ig the bad habit of the church, when ghe can not completely prevent the people
from practicing their evil ancegstral custome, she adopte them ingtead and adapte
them to her liking. Usually with greater, success at ghining them up and making them geem legs
evil. Samhain wag the ancient pagan end of harvest, pre-winter festival steeped in magic and
mygtery. With differing customg and traditiong acrogs [reland, England and Scotland in particular. A
night of ancestral worghip when the veil between the realms of living and dead was gaid to be thinest
and poroug and ghoste could crogg over to the mortal world. On Samhain communing with loved ones
wag the hope ag well ag appeaging the malevolent gpirite that roamed the earth. Various cugtomg raged
from bonfireg to souling. They differed from people group to people group and region to region, aswell ag
shifting with the time period.
With the arrival of Catholiciem in the Britich igles, the darker Druidic rituale were suppressed while more
geemingly harmlegg habite were glowly tolerated and eventually abgorbed into the church ag a Chrigtian
glogs wag developed for them. What came to be All Hallows Eve, preceding the already existent Al
Sainte Day (iteelf developed to replace the earlier Romich festival of Feralia) gradually superseded
the
heathen Samhain till they were one and the same or at least indigtinguighable from eachother. Given
enough time All Hallow Evening wag shortened to All Hallows Eve, Hallows Even, and ag we know it
now, Hallowe’en.
Oddly enough thig day wagn’t a major event in the New World until the magg immigration of over 2
million [rich to American. Ag ig the norm, thege immigrante brought with them their cherighed cugtome
and traditions. And though thege too have undergone their own evolution over the last few centuries in
the United Stateg, they yet remain eggentially those of the Halloween of old, or ag the Irish now call it -
Oiche Shamhna (pronounced ag Eeha how-nah).
Of old it wag common to drese in magke and costumes to hide from malevolent gpirite that prowled the
night meaning migchief, but in time thig grew into dregging up for fun. Then fearing witcheg hexes and
ghostly haunting wag a very real dread, but that fear hag evolved over into fun dresg up ag ghogte and
witcheg and worge. The ancient tradition of begging sweet cakes of neighbore merged with the more
ginigter Druidic practice of begging blegsingg or threatening curses hag come to ug through time to take
the form of “trick or treat”.
Allin all, it wag once evil and ig now innocent right? A once deeply dark holiday of celte and Druids i
now a day of family fun where every one can play dress up and eat candy and no harm done? Right?...
Wrong! Can we who follow the Heavenly Father’s Way, who live by Hig Ingtructiong and seek only ever
to glorify Hie Holy NAME, honestly engage in the celebration of Halloween without harm?! No. We can
not. We can act like it’s not our place to judge, and we can pretend it’s a pergonal choice between the J

L L L7

N4
y



individual and the Almighty and none of our buginegs. And while there’s an element of truth to that, in
that each pergon ig free to do great evil against the Mogt High and the flout Hie commandments, yet it
remaing the regpongibility of thoge who follow the Father’s Word to addrese thege isues head on and
not tiptoe about. Halloween ig evil. No bones about i, it ig not a practice that chould be engaged in by
those who believe in YHWH and who are called by Hie NAME. We did not learn such behavior from the
Savior, and g0 we ghould not be teaching it to our children.

But it'e not enough to just label a celebration bad and boycott it. We need to know the reagong and be
able to share clear proofe of why..ag well ag being capable of gorting out the nongense gpread
about it. [f you grew up ctateside in the last half century or <o, you were probably AR
either gleefully participating in Halloween or elee hiding and hailing it ag the devile 4 ™\ \\KJ .
night. From all that we’ve seen about <o far it ie hardly harmlese fun.but ic it honest = & " ﬁ
to blindly brand thie ag devil’s night and Satan’e holiday, especially while embracing e #8 {2
equally pagan practices like Christmag and Eagter. (But that's another ctory % o
altogether. See “The Reagon For The Seagson” and “Resurrecting The Easter
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Controvergy”.) Until the [960s or g0 Halloween wag viewed not ag a eatanic holiday by most Chrigtiang
but rather simply ag “other”. [t'e someone elee’s holiday. Except among the more liturgical versions of
the church, it wag largely ignored and in these vergiong, it wag still regarded ag All Hallows Eve, the
prelude to All Sainte Day which ig followed by All Souls Day. But in mogtly Orotestant America, even
thege were not regarded with any degree of importance.

With the advent of the counterculture and the rige of the “Church of Satan” in the world and the United
Stateg in particular, Halloween took on a much more evil magk. Ag it o happens catanicte have a
tendency to embrace the oppogite of Chrigtianity, even if the Chrigtian doctrine, eymbol, or practice wag
an accident, migtake, mistranglation, or an adoption from outside. Since thig epecific holiday wag holy to
some and heathen to others and came from a dark place, gataniste wholly embraced i, driving even
more Chrigtiang o shun what the gataniste hold sacred, and compelling other Chrigtiang to develop
excugeg to continue ag they alwaye have. Today Chrigtiang will celebrate “harvest festivale” and do
“trunk or treat” with the kide ingtead of “trick or treat”. They drese their children in biblical costumes
or at leagt avoiding the most devilish looking oneg, but at best their celebration ie adjacent-to
rather than abgent-from Halloween.

Ag with the Chrigtmag tradition and to a lesser degree, the Easter celebration, what
the holiday hag become and now ig ig due to many different factors. And how it ie

perceived i¢ the result of even more. But mostly in the pregent, Halloween ig
almogt entirely the result of the commercial industry, a multi billion dollar a year
investment never netting a losg. (¢ the indugtry the regult of the holiday or the holiday
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the regult of the industry? [¢ Halloween seen ag satanic by some becauge Chrigtiang refuge it or cuz
satanigts embrace it? Unfortunately it’s like the age old question “which came firet the chicken or the
eqq?” Both at the came time most likely. Halloween
celebration ig driven by industry nowadays. But it ie aleo
the fault of those who participate. The one feeds the other
and the other the one in [nfinite regrese.

How then can the true hearted break the vicious cycle?
How can we avoid falling prey to indulgences offered by
the calloug congumer industry ag well ag falling victim to
the temptation of relegating the day to Satan? Above all
thinge we mugt hold fagt to the truth, not ag we were
raiged to gee it, not ag we want it to be, not ag we imagine

it in our mindg but in ite entirety and gang any biag. We
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may love Halloween or we may hate it ag satanic, but both of these pogitions are not a love of the truth
in it fullnege. [t i neither devil’s night nor harmlege fun, but the end of a long line of lies leading back
over the gea to the old country, to religiong long logt and lands far off. Maybe it’s mild by comparigon to
ite ancient wild nature, but that doeen’t justify our delighting in it, does it? Do we get to gorge ourselves
oh Sweate cuz it'e not ag bad ag it uged to be? Lesg evil ig hardly a ringing endoreement after all. And
of course folke would arque that becauge it’e not gatanic now and not heathen like i wag, we ghould be
free to indulge in ite frivolity. Yet ig thie not merely an excuse to do ag we degire with wish-fulfillment
reagoning to justify our whimg?

Jugt because we’ve moved on from barbaric bonfires and running from ghoste in the darkness doeen’t
mean we haven’t merely made a new place for our nightmares. We ¢till want to carry on ag we alwaye
have and will uge whatever gloge will suit ug. But if we are following the Way of YHWH, learning to walk
after Hig [ngtructiong, and to set our hearte wholly on Hig Holinese embodied in our liveg, then we wil
not recagt the madnese of old ag either wholegome or hellish. We will gimply shun it ag the celebrationg
of other cultures and other religions alien to our own. We did not receive Halloween from the Seriptureg
but rather from Samhain. And though our fatherg tried to turn it into a memorial of the righteoug dead,
neverthelesg it remaing ag ever it wag, a most wicked trick of the devil, not in worghipping him, but in
giving ug what wag never intended that we should have - a heathen holiday to replace thoge required in
Seripture and a digtraction from the [ngtruction we were intended to do.
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