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Dominic Nurre 
Selections from the Collection of Larry V. Nurre 

May 10  - June 16 

FIERMAN presents Selections from the Collection of Larry V. Nurre, a solo exhibition by New 
York based artist Dominic Nurre. The show is the first iteration of an extended conceptual 
portrait of American conservative masculinity realized through the possessions of the artist’s 
late father.  

Upon his father’s death, Dominic Nurre inherited a large collection of taxidermy hunting trophies 
from both the American West and Africa, a leather bound collection of the National Rifle 
Association’s American Rifleman, among other personal effects. The artist has extrapolated 
from these objects a materialist portrait, a record of late twentieth century American masculinity.  
The project is at once deeply intimate and intellectually remote, the objects removed from their 
personal, private context and displayed as cultural artifacts to be examined. The project is open-
ended, as Nurre continues to delve into his father’s possessions and their cultural implications.   

The exhibition is comprised of the head of an American Buffalo, one of several hunted by the 
elder Nurre in the Dakotas and Montana, placed on the floor of the gallery rather than mounted 
to the wall as originally displayed, as well as a series of letters written in the 1980’s by Larry V. 
Nurre to his mother from the Federal Prison Camp in Duluth, Minnesota, where he served a 
sentence for conspiracy and fraud relating to federally funded road construction projects in 
Southern Minnesota. The aesthetic of display is cool, non-emotive.  

On the occasion of the exhibition, the Duluth Letters will be published in their entirety alongside 
a new essay by Frank Haines, written in response to the material. Dominic Nurre (b. 1980) lives 
and works in New York. His work has been included in many group shows, including at Gavin 
Brown's Enterprise, Barbara Gladstone Gallery, Team, Ellis King, Berggruen Gallery, among 
others.  He has had solo shows at Terence Koh's Asia Song Society (ASS) and Helper Projects 
in Crown Heights, Brooklyn.  His work was in Greater New York at MoMA PS1 in 2010.  In 2015, 
Nurre was a resident at the Fire Island Artist Residency in Cherry Grove, FI and at the KHOJ 
International Workshop in Pune, India.  
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A conceptual portrait—dispassionate yet deeply personal—emerges in this taut installation, a

view of the artist’s late father as a self-absorbed son, a gun enthusiast, and a white-collar criminal.

In tone, Nurre’s piece suggests a cool counterpart to Louise Bourgeois’s room-�lling cri de coeur

 “The Destruction of the Father,”  from 1974, with the key difference being that Nurre’s

materials are all ready-made. The front window of the intimate storefront gallery is lined with

leather-bound issues of American Ri�eman, the official magazine of the N.R.A. Inside, on the

walls, are copies of letters that the artist’s father wrote to his own mother, in 1989 and 1990,

while he was serving time for fraud in a federal prison in Duluth, Minnesota. They tend to read

more like diary entries than like correspondence: mother playing her time-honored role as mirror.

In the center of the room, the taxidermied head of an American buffalo rests on the �oor, like a

fallen trophy of American masculinity.
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— Andrea K. Scott
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