St. Spyridon Defends the True Orthodox Church of
Greece Against the New Calendarist State Church of
Greece

St. Spyridon, Bishop of Trimythous (c. AD 270 - AD 348), a very humble and

wonderworking hierarch of Cyprus, whose incorrupt relics bave lain in the Church of St. Spyridon since
AD 1596,

In Greece, the number of True Orthodox parishes multiplied - 800 were founded

in the years 1926-30 alone. And, helped by a parliamentary decree of 1931 granting
freedom of worship to the Old Calendarists, the numbers of the faithful had swelled
to over 200,000 by October, 1934.

On August 8, 1934 the True Orthodox Christians declared the official church to be
schismatic. For, as Nicetas Anagnostopoulos wrote, the Greek Church had
“‘infringed on the dogma of the spiritual unity of the One, Holy, Catholic and
Apostolic Church, for which the Divine Founder had prayed, because it separated
itself in the simultaneous celebration of the feasts and observance of the fasts from
the other Orthodox Churches and the Orthodox world, 8/10ths of which follows the
Old Calendar (the Patriarchate of Jerusalem, the Holy Mountain, Russia, Serbia and
others).



“In Divine worship it has divided the pious Greek people into two worshipping
camps, and has divided families and introduced the simultaneous feasts of Orthodox
and heretics (Catholics, Protestants and others) as well as confusion and disorder
into the divine Orthodox Worship handed down by the Fathers.

“It has transferred the immovable religious feasts and the great fasts, handed
down from ages past, of Christmas, the Mother of God and the Holy Apostles,
reducing the fast of the Apostles until it disappears when it coincides with the feast
of All Saints; and has removed the readings from the Gospel and Apostle from the
Sunday cycle.

“From this it becomes evident that the Calendar is not an astronomical question,
as the innovators of the Church of Greece claim in their defense, but quite clearly a
religious question, given that it is indissolubly bound up with the worshipping, and
in general with the religious life of the Orthodox Christian.

“Through the calendar innovation the new calendarist Church has transgressed,

not only the perennial Ecclesiastical Tradition of the Patristic and Orthodox

Calendar, and not only the above-mentioned Apostolic command [Il Thessalonians
2.15; Galatians 1.8-9] and the decision of the Seventh Ecumenical Council concerning
the anathematisation of those who violate the Sacred Tradition [“If anyone violates
any ecclesiastical tradition, written or unwritten, let him be anathema”], but also the
decisions of the Pan-Orthodox Patriarchal Councils of the years 1583, 1587 and 1593
under the Ecumenical Patriarch Jeremiah Il and of 1848 under the Ecumenical
Patriarch Anthimus, which condemned and anathematized the Gregorian calendar.

“It has also transgressed the Sacred Canons which order the keeping and
observance of the Sacred Traditions, which are: a) the Third of the Council of
Carthage, b) the Twenty-First of the Council of Gangra, and c) the Ninety-First and
Ninety-Second of St. Basil the Great, as well as the Forty-Seventh canon of the
Council of Laodicea, which forbids the concelebration with heretics, which is what

the Latins and the Protestants are, and the First of the Seventh Ecumenical Council
concerning the steadfast observance of the complete array of the divine Canons.”

Nor did the new calendarists lack direct warnings from the Heavenly Church that
the path they had embarked on was false. One such warning was given to the new
calendarist Bishop Arsenius of Larissa on December 12/25, 1934, the feast of St.
Spyridon according to the Old Calendar, but Christmas according to the new
calendar.

“In the morning the bishop went by car to celebrate the Liturgy in his holy
church. When he arrived there, he saw a humble, aged, gracious Bishop with a
panagia on his breast. Arsenius said to him: ‘Brother, come, let’s proclaim the joyful



letters of Christmas and then | will give you hospitality.’

“The humble Bishop replied: ‘You must not proclaim those letters but mine, St.
Spyridon’s! Then Arsenius got angry and said: ‘I'm inviting you and you’re
despising me. Go away then.’

“Arsenius went into the church, venerated the icons and sat in his throne. When

the time for the katavasias came, he sang the first katavasia, and then told the choir
to sing the second. Arsenius began to say the third, but suddenly felt anxious and
unwell. He motioned to the choir to continue and went into the altar, where they
asked him: ‘What’s the matter, master?’ He replied: ‘| don’t feel well.’

“When Arsenius’ indisposition increased, they carried him to his house, where his
condition worsened, and the next day he died. He had been punished by God for his
impious disobedience to St. Spyridon. This miracle is known by the older Orthodox
faithful of Larissa.”

Source: Vladimir Moss, New Zion in Babylon, Bk III, p. 99-100. At http://
www.orthodoxchristianbooks.com/books/
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