SDGs Facts in Italy



Dear,

Each partner within the "mYQOUth Digital Marketing Leaders for SDGs"
project prepared a Guide "YouCOME: SDGs Facts in (their country)".
A double win-win effect has been achieved:

a. Knowledge of the SDGs issue has been deepened and

b. the current situation of their country in this field has been observed.

For better dissemination of the SDGs, the Guides and the project as a
whole, each partner also prepared 40 Kahoot questions, the links of
which we provide for your use at the following links:

Albania

https://create.kahoot.it/details/8f7f6426-3cb9-462a-ab94-1b4598994cb0
https://create.kahoot.it/details/522849c2-c0b8-403c-947e-0404707d18c7
https:.//create.kahoot.it/details/7dc9al2b-68db-45c7-80ef-a98ece970075
https://create.kahoot.it/details/9577b5cc-1737-4b25-a40b-f06c8d372a50

Italy

https://create.kahoot.it/details/12432535-58e8-49b1-a274-a4ad98bc93e5
https:.//create.kahoot.it/details/91e7e27b-9cb5-4f4d-abf2-c049c184980e
https://create.kahoot.it/details/03630d8d-7235-4d72-8b72-ebeb97f1f960
https.//create.kahoot.it/details/817f2948-dc33-44ed-b192-9276981a9f56

Lebanon

https:.//create.kahoot.it/details/32ea80fe-f13e-44b0-92d1-110c0768cb23
Montenegro
https://create.kahoot.it/details/d1b41567-782d-41c6-alaa-80f93e221bd4
https://create.kahoot.it/details/a3b80306-e57b-4db3-blec-2f28f8c4dla7
https://create.kahoot.it/details/3d1cal3a-fb9d-4e84-ae43-65bb60aeceade
https://create.kahoot.it/details/a55bcl1d5-7af0-47dc-9bdd-c49560d45579

North Macedonia
https://create.kahoot.it/details/7d426523-0077-4ccl-ba70-033336de929b

Poland

https://create.kahoot.it/details/c75f1f1b-48f9-4a30-8¢c95-1884abaat9eb
https://create.kahoot.it/details/4a66c66f-e649-422d-b3fc-59a94c365b 9f
https:.//create.kahoot.it/details/9e0f4bcl-a8c0-49ee-9cal-b0f2c27bd137
https://create.kahoot.it/details/c1ba2b90-b162-4376-9e74-a328728c9416
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INTRODUCTION

In 2015 ONU launched the Agenda 2030, an ambitious program
consisting of 17 Sustainable Development Goals and 169 targets
aimed at reducing poverty, inequalities and accelerating climate
actions on a global scale. Every country joining the program
worldwide adapted the Global Goals to their own context,
involving governments, public institutions, the private sector,
educational system, non governmental sector and communities to
ensure a stronger participation and a wider impact.

In this document we will try to explore what Italy is doing to move
towards a just fransition and how are lItalian politicians, business
companies, regions and associations working to accomplish these
goals within 10 years, presenting a general overview of Italy
commitments on a political, economic and social level.
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Overview of the implementation of the
Sustainable Developments Goals in Italy in 2021

Sustainable Development Report 2022 — From crisis to Sustainable
Development: the SDGs as Roadmap to 2030 and Beyond, pg. 248



ITALY AND THE 17 SDGs AT A GLANCE

Italy Position on European and Global Rankings

According to a report published by the Italian Alliance for
Sustainable Development (Asvis), Italy is not excelling in the
achievement of the 17 SDG in comparison to the other European
countries. The report of Asvis presents the results obtained by the 27
countries of the European Union, on the basis of Eurostat data
collection of the last decade.

Interestingly, the study has also shown that the overall situation in
Europe from 2010-2021 was heavily compromised by the
pandemic, which forced many countries to slow down their
transitional programs.

[taly Results of Asvis Report

ltaly rankings are mainly below the European average, especially
with regard to Fight against Poverty (Goal 1), Quality Education
(Goal 4), Clean Water and Sanitation (Goal 6), Industry, Innovation
and Infrastructure (?9), Sustainable Cities and Communities (11),
Partnership for the Goals (Goal 17).

As concerns the rest of the goals, neutral and positive results are to
be seen. More specifically, Italy has obtained average evaluation
scores in the field of Good Health and Well-being (Goal 3), Gender
Equality (Goal 5), Affordable and Clean Energy (Goal 7), Climate
Action (Goal 13), Life on Land (Goal 15).

To conclude with a positive note, Italy has accomplished successful
results in regard with Fight against Hunger (Goal 2) and Responsible
Consumption and Production (Goal 12) positioning above the
European average. After this first European overview, it would be
interesting to discover what is Italy's position compared to the rest
of the world. The answer is provided by Sustainable Development
Report 2022 published by Cambridge University Press: Italy is at the
25th place out of 163 countries and has gained a higher position in
comparison to 2021 Sdr.



SUSTAINABILITY IN ITALY: STRENGHTS AND WEAKNESSES

After this first ranking overview, it can be stated that Italy still needs
to improve on multiple aspects to accomplish Agenda 2030 Goals.
The most critical aspects regard poverty and education. Indeed,
according to the Instat SDGs’ report, around 30% of the Italian
population is at risk of poverty and social exclusion, while
considering higher education, Italy has the second lowest
percentage of university graduates in the European Union, in
compliance with Eurostat stafistics.

As regards gender inequalities, slow improvements have been
registered: a wider percentage of women occupies roles of power
in politics and economics then in the past, however the gender
payment gap sfill constitutes a problem affecting all types of
sectors. Istat (Italian National Institute of Statistics) graphs show
indeed that women are systematically paid less than men for the
same working position.

The number of physical or sexual assaults against women and
feminicides has been decreasing over the years, even if the rate
continues to be high. In particular, Istat affirms that the number of
cases of physical violence suffered by women grew during the
pandemic period, between 2020-2021.

As far as the healthcare system is concerned, it can be stated that
ltaly is one of the leading countries in the world. World Health
Organization data reveals that Italy has one of the lowest infant
mortality rates in Europe and the death rate for people suffering
from cancer and cardiovascular illnesses has been declining over
the last decade, according to the National Institute of Statistics.
Concerning agriculture, the use of pesticides and agrochemicals is
still high, thus provoking side effects on human health and water
pollution. Nevertheless, Eurostat statistics have shown that in 2019,
around 15% of the total agricultural area in Italy was destined to
organic farming and the number is still on arise.
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Positive results are also to be seen with clean water and sanitation:
as a matter of fact, The European House states that drinkable
water in Italy is among the safest and purest of the EU countries.

Nevertheless, air pollution continues to be a critical issue, especially
for Pianura Padana, a large area in the north of Italy, classified as
one of the most polluted regions of Europe.

Regarding climate action, Italy took part in the Paris agreement of
2015. Additionally, the ltalion government signed a broad
transitional plan aimed at reducing 55% of the polluting emissions in
2030 and reaching climate neutrality within 2050. Therefore, big
investments are being made to support technological innovations
and implement renewable energies.

Data from BP Stafistical Review of World Energy show that 16% of
the energy produced in lItaly in 2020 derived from renewable
energies, mainly from hydroelectric and solar resources.



ltaly’s energy policy is strongly pro-renewables. The country has
experienced impressive growth in the renewable energy sector
and has been successful in integrating large volumes of variable
renewable generation.

ltaly has also continued to progress in terms of market liberalisation
and infrastructure development, notably in the electricity market
where fransmission improvements between north and south, as well
as market coupling, have resulted in price convergence
throughout the country. Development in the gas sector has been
slower, and greater progress is needed if Italy is to be become a
southern European gas hub. Furthermore, institutional
arrangements within the energy sector remain complex and should
be reformed and strengthened.
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Sustainable Development Report 2022 — From crisis o Sustainable
Development: the SDGs as Roadmap to 2030 and Beyond, pg. 249



Towards 2030: Actions from Business Companies and
Local Governments

In the first chapter it was presented a brief and general outline of
how Italy is moving towards the accomplishment of Agenda 2030.
It will be now shown how business companies together with local
and regional governments are ftranslating the 17 SDGs into
concreate actions to integrate sustainability into their economic
and political activities. Diverse examples will be provided.

Lavazza Group

Many Italian business companies are trying to develop sustainable
projects to become part of the transitional process of Agenda
2030. Among these, Lavazza Group has signed the Sustainability
Manifesto, a public declaration stating Lavazza commitment to
help achieving the 17 SGDs. More specifically, the purpose is to
operate respectfully towards their coffee-producers, employees,
and consumers, focusing primarily on 4 “Priority Goals”: Gender
Equality, Decent Work and Economic Growth, Responsible
Consumption and Production and Climate Action.

Furthermore, Lavazza has always carried out public activities and
projects to raise awareness about sustainability. Among these, a
challenging project of street art was launched in collaboration with
Torino municipality for the creation of massive eye-catching graffiti
around the city. Each Goal was illustrated by famous street artists in
different parts of the town through the involvement of local citizens.
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ToWards 2030: What are you doing? - Goal 14 - Life below water —
Artwork by Mr Fijodor
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ToWards 2030: What are you doing? - Goal 16 — Peace and justice —
Artwork by Louis Masai

ToWards 2030: What are you doing? - Goal 17 — Renewable energy —
Artwork by Gerada



Muse — Science Museum of Trento

Museums as well play a fundamental role in the conveying useful
information about sustainability and raise awareness among the
public.

For instance, an interesting exhibition entitled “2050: HOW DO WE
GET THERE? Cleaner, faster, safer, sustainable mobility for
everyone” has been held in MUSE, the renowned Science Museum
in the city of Trento. The exhibition outlines the challenges and
choices related to the ecological transition with the ambitious goal
of reaching zero-emission mobility within 2050. An interactive
journey shows actual concerns about the future and presents
innovative mobility options with reference to the local, interregional
and European context.

From daily trips for work, visiting families and friends, tourism, up to
the entire supply chain for shops and industrial production,
transportation and mobility is vital socially and economically. When
talking about sustainable transitivon it is important to be aware of
the current impact of our mobility, greenhouse gas emissions, noise
and water pollution, but also accidents, traffic congestion, loss of
biodiversity, all of which have implications for our health and
Welfare.



Local and Regional Governments

After having signed the Agenda 2030, the Italian government set
up a program called Strategia Nazionale per lo Sviluppo Sostenibile
(National Strategy for Sustainable Development), structured on 5
areas: People, Planet, Prosperity, Peace and Partnership. The
Strategy was adopted by every single Region and Province, with
the duty of implementing a local sustainability project according to
their own needs and resources.

Autonomous Province of Trento signed together with other 15
municipalities the so-called “Patto per lo sviluppo sostenibile del
Trentino”, a pact between local governments aimed at furthering
the implementation of the 17 SDGs, sharing knowledge and
innovative practices, and raising awareness about sustainable
development.

A large number of local companies, municipalities, cultural and
educational institutes have subscribed the agreement as a proof of
their pledge towards a sustainable ftransition for the future of
Trentino.
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As another example in the political field, Emilia-Romagna Region
has recently outlined a detailed strategy called “Agenda 2030 for
sustainable Development” for the accomplishment of the 17 SDGs
on a regional scale. This sustainable project is based on two main
pillars regarding ecological transition and fight against social,
economic and generational inequalities.

Additionally, a pact entitled "Patto per il Lavoro e per il Clima”
(Work and Climate Pact) was established to involve a multitude of
local communities in a cooperation network and reinforce their
commitment to work for climate and social justice.



YouCOME: SDGs Facts in Italy |




Towards 2030: Non-profit Organizations and Youth
Associations

Not only business companies and polificians are working to reach
the 17 SGDs, but also Italian non-profit organizations and youth
associations are involved in this massive transitional evolution,
promoting activities to raise awareness and spread sustainable
behaviours. Some examples are given in the following paragraphs.

Agenzia di Stampa Giovanile

Agenzia di Stampa Giovanile is a youth project based in Trento,
who is promoting independent journalism and education as a way
of focusing on social transformation and promotion of human
rights. The young people and teenagers from Trentino region, Italy
and from around the world which are part of the projects run by
Viracdo & Jangada Association, are creating news content in a
digital form, whether through online magazines, arficles, podcasts,
video and reels covering topics from environmental and social
sustainability, to science and technology, to humans rights and
education, politics and culture. The Agenzia di Stampa Giovanile
creates professional journalistic content both at a local and
national level, creating educational opportunities for young people
in understanding the current global challenges, in empowering
them to analyzing facts and fact check online information.



Fridays for Future Italy

Fridays For Future is a youth-led organized movement, formed by
activists fighting for climate justice, which has spread all over the
world in the latest years. Like many other countries, Italy joined the
movement and created its own national center in 2018 with the
aim of urging Italian politicians to take action against the climate
Crisis.

In regard to Agenda 2030, the Italion movement launched an
ambitious campaign called “Ritorno al Futuro” (back to the future)
consisting of multiplex goals. The campaign addresses the political
classes asking for new investments to accelerate the ecological
transition, give a recognition to climate and social justice, rethink
the agricultural system, promote research, education and
democracy, safeguard human health, ferritory and small
communities.



Slow Food Movement

Slow Food Movement was originated in Italy and spread all over
the world in the latest years. The movement does not mention
explicitly Agenda 2030 in its programs; however, they still contribute
to the implementation of the 17 SDGs thanks to their actions. As a
matter of fact, its mission is to promote local food, preserve
traditional cuisine, while encouraging organic farming and respect
towards local ecosystems. The organization is also engaged in the
fight for climate justice and organizes projects to raise awareness
among its participants. Furthermore, Slow Food has launched
campaigns to educate consumers about the risk of fast food,
monocultures, and pesticides and to encourage ethical buying in
local marketplaces.

Tap Revolution: a simple solution to plastic pollution

The Tap Revolution: a simple solution to plastic pollution is a project
that was implemented in Trentino in order to promote the
sustainable practice of using a reusable water bottle instead of
buying single use bottles. It promoted the Refill initiative where bars,
restaurants, public places which have access to drinkable water
would offer to refill the water bottles of passers by with tap water
for free. The project also had a strong social aspects, implementing
educational projects in collaboration with a homeless center,
offering reusable water bottles for free.



FAI — Fondo Italiano Ambiente

Fondo Ambiente Italiono is a non-profit organization which is
engaged in the safeguard, protection, and enhancement of the
ltalian physical heritage. More specifically, it operates to restore
and open to the public historical monuments, protect natural
environments and promote culture.

FAl is one of the members of the Italian Alliance for Sustainable
Developments (ASviS) and provides actual contributions to reach
the Agenda 2030 goals. In particular, it is now working for energy
efficiency (Goal 7) and sustainable water management (Goal §),
considering dual networks, rainwater catchment, wastewater
reuse. Additionally, among the diverse FAI national campaigns,
many are devoted to environmental safeguard, such as
#salvailsuolo for a nafional law on soil  consumption,
#cambiamoagricoltura to ask for a renovation in the agricultural
systems or #salvalacqua to call for a national water strategy.

Given the fact that education is fundamental in understanding the
current context and in finding solutions to the difficulties we are
facing, FAl is operating an education programme which aims at
stimulating the spirit of active citizenship. They are developing and
implementing educational activities for schools of all levels,
focusing on acknowledging the environment as a symbol of our
identity of inestimable value.
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Conclusions

To sum up, this presentafion has shown how lItaly as a whole
country is working in prevision of UN 2030 Agenda and what
achievements have been obtained so far. Overall, a wide
cooperation between the financial, political, and social sector is to
be noticed. Indeed, various enterprises, national and regional
governments, as well as non-profit organizations and youth
associations have implemented sustainable development
programs, signing pacts and alliances to state their pledge and
confribute to the transitional evolution.

So far, Italy has reached positive results in the fields of agriculture,
fight against hunger, environmental safeguard and clean energy,
however the path towards a just transition is still long and the urge
of powerful political actions is stronger than ever before.

Despite positive sides, it can be stated that Italy still needs to
improve on multiple aspects in order to reach the Agenda’s 17
Sustainable Development Goals, especially in regard to poverty,
education, gender and social inequalities.

General trends about political and social topics were observed on
the basis of empirical evidence through official data and statistics.
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ERASMUS+: ENRICHING LIVES, OPENING MINDES

YouCOME project is implemented thanks to financial support from
Erasmus+ programme.

Erasmus+ is the EU's programme to support education, fraining,
youth and sport in Europe.

The 2021-2027 programme places a strong focus on social inclusion,
the green and digital transitions, and promoting young people’s
participation in democratic life.

It supports priorities and activifies set out in the European Education
Area, Digital Educatfion Action Plan and the European Skills
Agenda. The programme also supports the European Pillar of Social
Rights, implements the EU Youth Strategy 2019-2027, develops the
European dimension in sport.

Erasmus+ offers mobility and cooperation opportunities in: higher
education; vocational education and training; school education
(including early childhood education and care); adult education;
youth, and sport.

Detailed information on these opportunities, including eligibility
criteria, is available in the Erasmus+ Programme Guide.

The outcomes of Erasmus+ are available in reports and compendia
of statistics, as well as through the Erasmus+ Projects Platform. This
includes most of the initiatives funded by the programme and a
selection of good practices and success stories.

More about Erasmus+ programme and opportunities it provides:
https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/about-erasmus/what-is-erasmus




ABOUT PROJECT HOST

This project is being implemented by Association for research,
education and development ,,Marketing Gate" - Skopje.

Project coordinator:
Panche Jovanovski
Contact Email:
marketingporta@gmail.com

“Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however
those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European
Union or EACEA. Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be
held responsible for them.”
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