VILLAGE OF COLUMBUS GROVE
November 13, 2023
The Village of Columbus Grove met in regular session on Monday, November 13, 2023, at 7:30 pm at Columbus Grove Council Chambers with Mayor Wright presiding. Council members in attendance were Skyler Mayberry, Gretchen Staley, Aaron Siefker, Todd Wolfe and Pete Langhals. Also attended:  Village Administrator Jeff Vance, Chief Russell Lammers. Brian Schroeder was absent
Mr. Langhals made a motion to approve the October 23, 2023 minutes. Mr. Mayberry seconded the motion. Motion carried 6 yeas, 0 nay
Visitors: Lisa and Caleb Amstutz and Bo Birnesser
Mr. & Mrs. Amstutz came to discuss the new housing development that the Village is planning. They live down a long lane that will butt up to the properties. This is a concern of theirs and would like to discuss purchasing some property to keep the housing development out of their backyard. Council reassured them that the plans are very preliminary and that when or if they ever get to that point they will get back to them to show them final drawings and discuss further then.
Mrs. Staley made a motion to approve the bills. Mr. Siefker seconded the motion. Motion carried. 5 yeas, 0 nay 
All end of the month reports were given to Council
Mrs. Kerns reported that the Village has a CD set to expire. Council agreed to renew the CD with FJSB for 11 months at 4.75%.
December 25th is a Monday that should have been a Council meeting. Council all agreed that the Village would only have 1 meeting in December of 2023.
Mayor Wright read a letter of resignation From Chief Lammers. As of 11-24-23 Mr. Lammers will no longer be with the Village. Personnel Comm meets on Tuesday the 14th at 6 pm to discuss resumes received for the Chiefs position.  Mayor Wright requested to go into executive session at the end of the meeting to discuss personnel. 
Chief Lammers wanted thank the Village for the opportunity to serve our community and for all the support he has received over the years. He Also announced that Part-Time Braden Skilliter has also resigned.
Mr. Vance spoke to the Condo association regarding putting in sidewalks. They explained to Mr. Vance that is was their understanding that they would never have to put sidewalks in. The Condo association can barely pay their bills and have no money to put in the sidewalks. They suggested that the Village take over the property. Most Council members feel that they do not want to take over the property, as we will then have to maintain the property. Mr. Vance estimates that the project to put in the sidewalks would be around $7500 to $10,000 with the Village employees doing all the work. Council feels that at this time, North Main Street is in need of sidewalks more that Sycamore Grave at this time and has decided to move sidewalk installation down on the list. 
Mr. Vance reminded Council of Christmas in the Park on November 26th, to be there round 5:40 pm to help. There will be other vendors there as well to hand out free items.
Mr. Mayberry asked Mr. Vance about planting new trees, and Mr. Vance has trees ordered. And Mr. Neu has donated the trees at the uptown commons to be planted after we use them for Christmas.
Mr. Wolfe asked Chief Lammers to check out some properties for junk vehicles located on Robinson, North Main and Plum St, and also asked Mr. Vance to check with Mr. Jones about the fence around his pool.
Mr. Langhals announced 2024 payroll increases for Full Time employees. Raises were approved 
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Jeff Vance $72,000 yr ($34.61 hr)  Shana Kerns $24.00  Eric Altstaetter $22.80  Lucas Schroeder $22.80  Robert Michel $25.20  Sammy Barnhart $19.00  Alex Niese $27.50. Mr. Langhals made such motion, Mr Siefker seconded the motion. Motion carried 5 yeas, 0 nay
Mayor Wright reminded Council that the CIC banquet is Thursday November 30th at the Axe Handle. Start time is 5:30 pm
Mr. Mayberry made a motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel. Mr. Langhals seconded the motion. Motion carried 5 yeas, 0 nay at 8:20 pm
Mr. Mayberry made a motion to leave executive session. Mr. Siefker seconded the motion. Motion carried, 5 yeas, 0 nay at 8:49 pm
Mr. Langhals made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Siefker seconded the motion. Motion carried 5 yeas, 0 nay at 8:50 pm
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