MPSSAA GIRLS SOFTBALL BULLETIN
State Finals - May 27-28, 2022
University of Maryland, College Park

I. GENERAL INFORMATION

A. The Maryland Public Secondary Schools Athletic Association is the official governing body for the Softball
tournament. Plans for the tournament were formulated by the Girls State Softball Committee and approved
by the Board of Control.

B. Schools choosing to enter the tournament have the responsibility for reading and adhering to the rules
and regulations stated in the front section of this publication as well as those appearing within this Soft-
ball Bulletin. Unless specifically stated, all rules and regulations stipulated in the NFHS Softball Rule Book
will be followed.

C. General regulations for all state tournaments are contained in MPSSAA Bylaw .07, found in both the cur-
rent Handbook and in the front section of this publication.

D. Eligibility rules for all participants are defined in MPSSAA Bylaw .02, found in the current Handbook.
E. As per NFHS rules, an optic yellow ball is required for all contests. The Girls State Softball Committee IS

REQUIRING the use of the Dudley SB12LRFY-FP Optic Yellow ball with red stitching during both the region
and state tournaments.

F. All games, including doubleheaders, will be scheduled as seven inning games.

G. Asallowed in NFHS Rule 4-2-3, by state adoption, a game called for any reason, where a winner cannot be
determined, will be treated as a suspended game. If the game is to be completed, it will be continued from
the point of suspension, with the lineup and batting order of each team exactly the same as the lineup and
batting order at the moment of suspension, subject to the rules of the game. All region and state tourna-
ment games will be a minimum of seven innings unless considered complete under Section Il, item B (3.)
on the next page.

H. The Girls State Softball Committee has adopted the rule permitting the courtesy runners and a double first
base for play all season long. The double first base will be used in all regional and state tournament games.
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I.  The Girls State Softball Committee has established a tiebreaker procedure as authorized by rule NFHS
Rule 4-2-6, to determine the winner of a game that remains tied after seven innings of play. This proce-
dure will be used during both the region and state tournaments. Individual school systems are encouraged
to adopt this procedure during the regular season for both varsity and junior varsity games.

Beginning with the eighth inning, each half inning will begin with the last completed turn at bat from the
previous inning (or her legal substitute or courtesy runner) on second base. [Note: Enforcement of an “au-
tomatic out” as described in NFHS Rule 3-3-8b or 4-3-1¢ shall never be interpreted to create an out before
the extra inning is begun.] After the lead off batter has completed her turn at bat, any “automatic out” in
the batting order will be an automatic out as prescribed in NFHS Rule 7-4-1.

2022 SOFTBALL TIME LINE

Mar. 21 ..First play date REGION TOURNAMENT STATE TOURNAMENT
May 9......Last play date for May 12 .....Region Quarterfinals May 20-21......Quarterfinals (RD-23)

seeding consideration (Rain date - May 13)

May 10....Seeding Meeting May 16 ......Region Semifinals
bracket positions (Rain date - May 17)

May 11....Last play date

May 19....Application deadline for
tournament qualifiers

May 24............ Semifinals (RD-25)

May 27-28......Finals (RD-30)
May 18 ...... Region Finals
(Rain date - May 19) June21 .......... Reimbursements
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