
Harry Risney’s 78 RPM Record Conversions 

Special thanks to Butch and Jill Reel! Our lifelong friends that took the time 
to make this happen! 

Visit www.risneyland.com for direct links to the files embedded in the 
internet 

Undated Recordings

These are recordings of music, opera singers, tenors and baritones that 
were Dad‘s favorites. There is no date listed, and he may have prepared 
these mixes for his broadcast studio on Kwajalein, or even earlier at his 
Music City Studio in California before the war. He introduces the songs in a 
couple of the recordings, but it is mostly music and singing. Even though 
the recordings are very old, some of the voices are remarkable and I 
remember Dad sitting in the basement listening to these records for his 
“quiet time.”

Ezio Pinza Side 1.wav  Famous opera singer with no date or context. I cannot tell if this 
was done as a mix during his time on Kwajalein Island or before the war or later.

Ezio Pinza Side 2.wav. Famous opera singer with no date or context. I cannot tell if this 
was done as a mix during his time on Kwajalein Island or before the war or later.

Part 1 La Danza-Jan Peerce, O Sole Mio-Jan Peerce,  Torna Asurriento-Jan 
Peerce.wav. Famous opera singer with no date or context. I cannot tell if this was done 
as a mix during his time on Kwajalein Island or before the war or later.

Part 2 Mattinata-Jan Peerce   Ah Willow-Alexander Kipnis, Little Jack Horner-.wav 
More famous opera singers with no date or context. I cannot tell if this was done as a 
mix during his time on Kwajalein Island or before the war or later.

Thomas L. Thomas side 1.wav Dad's favorite baritone with no date or context. I 
cannot tell if this was done as a mix during his time on Kwajalein Island or before the 
war or later.

http://www.risneyland.com
https://whyp.it/tracks/156419/ezio-pinza-side-1?token=oROkm
https://whyp.it/tracks/156420/ezio-pinza-side-2?token=XKmKo
https://whyp.it/tracks/156425/part-1-la-danza-john-peerce?token=go8yU
https://whyp.it/tracks/156425/part-1-la-danza-john-peerce?token=go8yU
https://whyp.it/tracks/156426/part-2-mattinata-jan-peerce?token=GsZZF
https://whyp.it/tracks/156436/thomas-l-thomas-side-1?token=c0WhZ


Thomas L. Thomas side 2.wav Dad's favorite baritone with no date or context. I 
cannot tell if this was done as a mix during his time on Kwajalein Island or before the 
war or later.

Dad’s last job in Hollywood before the War 1941

Dad was part of a broadcast team KFVD in Hollywood California before the 
war. He always said it was his “favorite job” and we have many pictures of 
him with various movie stars of the time.

I Poem Side 1.wav Dad reciting two of his favorite poems, November 5, 1941, Music 
City Studio, KFVD, Sunset and Vine, Hollywood, CA…was dedicated to a girl named 
Glennis Wallachs

I Poem Side 2.wav Dad reciting two of his favorite poems, November 5, 1941, Music 
City Studio, KFVD, Sunset and Vine, Hollywood, CA…was dedicated to a girl named 
Glennis Wallachs

During the War….Dad on Kwajalein Island 1945-46

Dad was the station manager of WXLG an Armed Forces Radio 
Broadcasting Station in the Pacific on Kwajalein Island in the Marshal 
Islands group. While he was responsible for everything in the station, he 
also liked to do some of the programs from time to time and his favorite 
was “Thoughts at Twilight” always on Sunday nights at 9:45 where he did 
poetry and requests sent in from the men and women stationed on the 
island. Dad was quite industrious and put together the “Kwaj Lounge” within 
the confines of the Quonset huts that were the station. It was a very 
popular meeting place for officers and nurses and dad even finagled a 
popcorn and ice cream machine somehow. They also had cold beer by 
being friends with the Naval Hospital and using some of the refrigeration 
available. Another trick Dad said was they would put all the beer inside a 55 
gallon drum of high octane, aviation fuel, and then spray compressed air on 
it until the gas evaporated cooling the beer. He said his best friends on the 

https://whyp.it/tracks/156437/thomas-l-thomas-side-2?token=0WXG8
https://whyp.it/tracks/156421/i-poems-side-1?token=UaYuT
https://whyp.it/tracks/156423/i-poem-side-2?token=MZoVK


island were the Navy SeaBees who built whatever he wanted for cold beer, 
popcorn and ice cream. My Mom always said Dad was in a “different war.”

Poems a Bit on the Risqué Side Side 1.wav Dad radio show on Kwajalein Island 
WXLG July, 1945. Also with the voice of a fellow broadcaster Jack Berry

Thoughts At Twilight 23 side 1.wav Dad radio show on Kwajalein Island WXLG Sept 
16, 1945 

Thoughts At Twilight 23 side 2.wav Dad radio show on Kwajalein Island WXLG Sept 
16, 1945 

Thoughts At Twilight Sept 30 1945 side 1.wav. Dad radio show on Kwajalein Island 
WXLG Sept 30, 1945 

Thoughts At Twilight Sept 30 1945 side 2.wav. Dad radio show on Kwajalein Island 
WXLG Sept 30, 1945 

Thoughts At Twilight Oct 27 1945 side 1.wav Dad radio show on Kwajalein Island 
WXLG Oct 27, 1945 

Thoughts At Twilight Oct 27 1945 side 2.wav Dad radio show on Kwajalein Island 
WXLG Oct 27, 1945 

Thoughts At Twilight Nov 4 1945 side 1.wav Dad radio show on Kwajalein Island 
WXLG Nov 4, 1945

Thoughts At Twilight Nov 4 1945 side 2.wav Dad radio show on Kwajalein Island 
WXLG Nov 4, 1945 

Salute to Kwajalein.wav (One side only to this record) Dad radio show on Kwajalein 
Island WXLG Nov 24, 1945

Poems Side 1.wav Dad Reciting Poetry Kwajalein Island WXLG Feb 14, 1946 Funny…
he made this recording for a “friend” name Lucille

Poems Side 2.wav Dad Reciting Poetry Kwajalein Island WXLG Feb 14, 1946 
Funny…he made this recording for a “friend” name Lucille

Rock Happy Roger side 1.wav Not Dad’s voice, Kwajalein Island WXLG. No date, but 
is listed as “last broadcast” so I would guess late 1945 or early 1946. Dad left the island 
in February 1946 and all of the broadcasting equipment was removed under his charge.

Rock Happy Roger side 2.wav Dad’s voice doing a bunch of announcements for the 
American Red Cross, Kwajalein Island WXLG.No date, but is listed as “last broadcast” 

https://whyp.it/tracks/156430/poems-a-bit-on-the-risque-side-side-1?token=S2skV
https://whyp.it/tracks/156438/thoughts-at-twilight-sept-16-1945-side-1?token=vlPGl
https://whyp.it/tracks/156439/thoughts-at-twilight-sept-16-1945-side-2?token=mCvsn
https://whyp.it/tracks/156445/thoughts-at-twilight-sept-30-1945-side-1?token=CDQud
https://whyp.it/tracks/156447/thoughts-at-twilight-sept-30-1945-side-2?token=KdUaW
https://whyp.it/tracks/156442/thoughts-at-twilight-oct-27-1945-side-1?token=uyTIM
https://whyp.it/tracks/156444/thoughts-at-twilight-oct-27-1945-side-2?token=tVtHy
https://whyp.it/tracks/156440/thoughts-at-twilight-nov-4-1945-side-1?token=a7hMD
https://whyp.it/tracks/156441/thoughts-at-twilight-nov-4-1945-side-2?token=vTL6Z
https://whyp.it/tracks/156435/salute-to-kwajalein?token=vWIsd
https://whyp.it/tracks/156431/poems-side-1?token=hse0B
https://whyp.it/tracks/156432/poems-side-2?token=POpKY
https://whyp.it/tracks/156433/rock-happy-roger-side-1?token=n6Yay
https://whyp.it/tracks/156434/rock-happy-roger-side-2?token=aTzst


so I would guess late 1945 or early 1946. Dad left the island in February 1946 and all of 
the broadcasting equipment was removed under his charge.

After the War….Dad in Missouri Valley 1948-54

Air Check Mo Valley HR side 1.wav Dad broadcast from Firestone store “Mo. Valley 
Hour” April 23, 1948 

Air Check Mo Valley HR side 2.wav Dad broadcast from Firestone store “Mo. Valley 
Hour” April 23, 1948 

Personal Recording 1.wav Dad sending record recording to Bob and Barbara Rohwer 
with Mom, Grandpa and Grandma Rohwer, Sept, 15, 1954 

Personal Recording 2.wav Dad sending record recording to Bob and Barbara Rohwer 
with Mom, Grandpa and Grandma Rohwer, Sept, 15, 1954 

Note: Somewhere in the Night sides 1&2 = This recording, both side 1 and 2 is 
damaged.  No idea date or context. Side 1 starts with one of Dad‘s favorites, Little 
Streams of Duna by Thomas L Thomas, and then all of a sudden the sound goes in 
slow motion and is unintelligible. I am not going to link the files. 

https://whyp.it/tracks/156413/air-check-mo-valley-hr-side-1?token=gNEEV
https://whyp.it/tracks/156418/air-check-mo-valley-hr-side-2?token=hGAV6
http://Personal%20Recording%201.wav
https://whyp.it/tracks/156428/personal-recording-side-2?token=AV4Fc
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