May 23, 2024

On October 14, 2023, the lives of 200 plus students, their families and teachers were turned
upside down when their beloved Port Coquitlam school, Hazel Trembath Elementary, was
burned to the ground. The impact of this one event and the ongoing turmoil has been
devastating for the students. Although School District 43 (SD43), along with school staff, have
done their best to transition the students to Winslow, there is one glaring deficiency; the lack of
an age-appropriate playground for the students that range in age from 4 to 11 years-old.

As the Hazel Trembath PAC, we are the voice of the parent community and have the
responsibility to bring their issues to the forefront for consideration by SD43 and elected School
Trustees. We have heard from many parents who have expressed their dismay that there is no
age-appropriate playground or play space for the kids at Winslow. As a result we formed a
special PAC Subcommittee dedicated to the Winslow Facility and Outdoor space. This
information has been prepared by that Subcommittee.

Study after study shows that outdoor play is critical for young developing minds. We as a PAC
are hearing concerns of how a lack of an appropriate playground is resulting in students not
getting the exercise or the mental stimulation they need as young learners. The students are
struggling to learn and behavioral problems are becoming more and more common as the kids
try to regulate themselves.

This has not only caused concerns in the classroom but also in the home as you will read in the
firsthand accounts in this submission.

The most recent SD43 update posted on May 14, 2024 states,

“We are still waiting to hear back from the insurer about the main playground
options, that we have provided to them eatrlier this calendar year.”

We appreciate the School District is trying to find a solution to the playground situation through
their insurer but our children continue to lose out on the growing and development opportunities
that are crucial due to a lack of an age-appropriate playground. This situation is unacceptable
and cannot continue.

We are asking the School District and elected School Trustees to prioritize the

It has been more than 7 months since the school burned down and our children have had to
settle for a makeshift play area that frankly resembles a prison yard. A visit at recess or lunch
time provides a shocking perspective when you see the children surrounded by fences and



concrete. We as a Subcommittee witnessed first hand how there are no colourful structures and
there is limited shade for the kids to cool down or take cover in the rain.

| urge you to visit the bus drop off at Settlers Park at the end of a school day. You will be greeted
by the sight of children rushing to the playground and climbing nearby trees. This is what our
children should have access to at their own school.

We'd like to point out that we are not asking for special treatment in pushing for an
age-appropriate playground for the students at Winslow. We are in fact only asking for the same
access to play and age-appropriate equipment that other SD43 students have. We recognize
that Winslow is a temporary solution but that does not mean our children should not have the
full educational experience.

Hazel Trembath students find themselves in this situation through no fault of their own. It is our
responsibility as the “grown ups” to give them all they need after continuing to overcome this
incredibly traumatic experience that will likely stay with them their entire lives. It is SD43 and
School Trustees who must take steps to ensure these children are allowed to flourish in this
difficult situation.

There are approximately 5 weeks left in this school year. It would be wonderful for the students,
parents and Hazel Trembath staff to know a playground will be coming for September.

We look forward to hearing back from SD43 and School Trustees.
Sincerely,

The Winslow Site Subcommittee - Hazel Trembath PAC
Lindsey Allen

Shawna Comey

Anu Dawit-Kanna

Shaunna Patel

Nicole Robles

Cara Schuster

In support of our request to prioritize an age-appropriate playground, you will find the following:

e Parent Stories: First hand accounts from parents and what their children’s experiences
have been due to a lack of age-appropriate playground and outdoor space
Pictures: Current outdoor play space
Petition: Signed by parents and guardians of Hazel Trembath students supporting the
installation of an age-appropriate playground for the September 2024 school year

e A letter of support from the Mayor of Port Coquitlam, Brad West



Parents Stories:
These are some of the first hand stories from parents of of Hazel Trembath students

“Our 6 year old son has special needs that are currently not being addressed adequately. He
has delayed gross motor skills and struggles with mobility. Unfortunately, during recess and
lunch breaks, there are no suitable activities for him other than digging in a sandbox, as he
neither enjoys nor is capable of participating in sports or using the swings independently.

Consequently, he gets no exercise, making it difficult for him to return to class and sit quietly
during lessons. I've been informed that he is being taken out of class more frequently for body
breaks, resulting in him missing more class time.

At his previous school, there was a fantastic age-appropriate playground that he adored, with
climbing structures and slides that allowed him to burn off energy and return to class sweaty.
While | understand that replacing such equipment may seem expensive to you, for my son, it's a
necessary tool for success in the classroom.”

~Nicole~

‘I am a mother of an 8 year old girl who attends Hazel Trembath Elementary. | am writing to
advocate for my daughter and her peers, they need an age appropriate playground on the
grounds at Winslow Centre. These young kids have experienced trauma from this fire during the
fragile years they’re trying to navigate friendships and discovering themselves. Given the
circumstances they’re in, the benefits that come with a safe place to play is immeasurable.

Research studies confirm that children require a mental break during their school day to develop
friendships, release energy and tensions, and improve focus in the classroom. When my child
comes home, we have observed an increase in anxiety and frustration. During breaks, they
typically walk around aimlessly, displaying signs of boredom and frustration.

The current outdoor environment refrains them from getting required physical exercise they
need. In the elementary years, lack of playtime can have a negative impact in many aspects of
their being . | urge the district to provide a safe, happy place for these kids to congregate and
simply be kids.”

~Jasmin~

“Our kids need to have an age appropriate playground and a place to cool down in the shade.
It was quite eye opening to see kids huddling under one of 2 trees for shade and this needs to
be addressed sooner rather than later.

There isn’t enough play equipment, let alone age appropriate equipment. We really need to see
some monkey bars, a proper slide and more swings for the kids.



My qirls really miss Hazel and are having a hard enough time since the fire, that exercise is
extremely important for their mental health.

Along with that it would be nice if they didn't just play in the dirt cause the playground is not
cutting it.”

~Cara~

| just wanted to take a moment to share some of my thoughts over the challenges with the
playground space this year. The biggest impact | see is on the children’s sensory systems not
being engaged effectively to support self requlation, which impacts their ability to learn in the
classroom.

The biggest one is there are no opportunities for green space play during recess and lunch.
William expressed frustration that there is no wide open space to play. He said today that he
feels like he is in jail with all the fences. | am wondering why there can’t be a rotation of kids
brought up to the green space to play at recess or lunch? Like the rotation that happens with
swing use.

Open green spaces like we had at Hazel offer vast areas for exploration, imagination and
unstructured play. Both of my children self requlate through creative and imaginative play and
they are not getting the same opportunity to do this in a black top space.

| also feel like the lack of playground equipment is impacting the children’s gross motor, sensory
and self regulation. Playground equipment supports children to learn to climb, swing, and
balance. They need daily practice with this. Having access to swings one day a week for
example is not providing enough vestibular sensory input. Children learn to regulate their bodies
through these activities at recess and lunch to be able to be calm, focussed and ready to learn
during the school day.

Many social skills are learned through access to ample playground equipment. Children learn
turn-taking, sharing, and empathy, all of which are essential for building emotional intelligence.
Unfortunately with little equipment it is too overwhelming for children to be using that equipment
in these ways. Too much tension arises and the assertive children maintain access where the
quiet children withdraw and don’t have access to play and as a result do not get the physical
proprioception they need for growth.

~Rachel~

For us, our oldest in grade 2 is making do with the current playground but it's clearly not
enough. He complains he is bored, that really it's only the sandbox to play in so they dig all day.
That is if he is allowed as apparently there is a sandbox boss kid that sometimes doesn't let
them. And then there is also the principal that makes them stop digging sometimes. Other than
that, they play a lot of chase because of what's left. But with that is constant skinned knees from
tripping over raised tree roots in the play area which clearly needs to be leveled with gravel or



something. Also, it is too crowded. Older kids were playing rough and when he was just minding
his business waiting in line to go back in, he was bumped into which he went face first into metal
railing, chipping a tooth which has life long consequences. They are clearly bored and crowded
and accidents are happening.

Also my youngest starts kindergarten next year. What sort of playground will there be that's
even age appropriate? What if someone forgets to move the temp fencing in place and she
wanders off? Who is sweeping the grounds between our kids playing and the older kids playing
to make sure nothing dangerous is left behind (like the knife found on the school bus)?
~Shaunna~

My daughter started kindergarten in September and has been having trouble adjusting to the
whole situation of losing her school. Many things are out of all of our control but a playground
could easily be put in by September. Kindergarten is hard as is, kindergarten for a highly
sensitive child is even harder. Some of my daughters biggest complaint when she comes home
IS not getting a turn on the swings, may seem like a small issue, but to these children it’s a big
deal and they should have access to a proper playground since we will be at Winslow next year.

It's disheartening to hear that my child is timed on the swing and after 5 minutes is told to give
someone else a turn, 5 minutes to a 5 year old is not long enough. After everything that has
happened, all this change, they deserve a proper playground at the very least.

~Kristen~

My son, in grade 3, has really struggled since the fire, both emotionally and socially. We talked
about whether a cross catchment request would be the best option but he really doesn’t want to
leave the Hazel community. When we did the pros and cons of a cross catchment, the first con
of Winslow centre he listed was the playground. His biggest complaint about being at Winslow
(and he has quite a few) is that there is nowhere for them to play and nothing to play on. The
tag games they used to play using the playground equipment are now non-existent. He’s also
gotten into a few physical altercations since being at Winslow. When we talked about options
when kids are pushing his buttons, such as walking away, he says where am | supposed to go,
there’s nowhere to go! These kids lost so much, they deserve more than what they’ve been
given!

~Jennifer~



Pictures:
Current outdoor play space at Winslow

Road in front of Winslow Centre. This is also the bus drop off area.



This is the barrier that keeps vehicles from driving into the road space the children use to get to
the current play areas.
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This area has some shady spots for kids to cool down but as you can see it provides little relief
from the sun or rain. This concrete area could be a potential spot to install an age-appropriate
playground.
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Play area #1



Play area #2. This playground is not accessible for most students at Hazel Trembath as it is not
age-appropriate.



‘.EF“-" ‘,.

P e I e e -
P— J"E-_--—-_T—-'__'''”TT_""':";""""'—‘
R

-
Pl

¥ £ Pl
e .-"Ed-

Play area #3. This area consists of some picnic tables and a sand pit near the front fence. There
is one tree for some shade but again it is not sufficient for the number of students at the school.




Play area #4. Students use this concrete space to play soccer.
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This area is outside the Library and Steam area. There is a potential to install basketball hoops

at each end to allow for more outdoor play options.
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Petition:

Signed by parents and guardians of Hazel Trembath students supporting the installation of an
age-appropriate playground for the September 2024 school year. There are a total of 162
signatures. We are able to provide the original documents if you would like to see them.



Petition for playground and outdoor space upgrades to Winslow

Are you happy with the playground and outdoor space the students have at Winslow? If not pleae sign this
petition to urge SD43 to address this matter in a serious fashion and get the students an age apropriate
playground and outdoor space by the start of he 2024-2025 school year:

Signature First and last name Phone#
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Petition for playground and outdoor space upgrades to Winslow

Are you happy with the playground and outdoor space the students have at Winslow? If not pleae sign this
petition to urge SD43 to address this matter in a serious fashion and get the students an age apropriate
playground and outdoor space by the start of he 2024-2025 school year:

Signature First and last name Phone #
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Petition for playground and outdoor space upgrades to Winslow

Are you happy with the playground and outdoor space the students have at Winslow? If not pleae sign this

petition to urge SD43 to address this matter in a serious fashion and get the students an age apropriate
playground and outdoor space by the start of he 2024-2025 school year:

Signature

First and last name

Phone #
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Petition for playground and outdoor space upgrades to Winslow

Are you happy with the playground and outdoor space the students have at Winslow? If not pleae sign this
petition to urge SD43 to address this matter in a serious fashion and get the students an age apropriate
playground and outdoor space by the start of he 2024-2025 school year:

., Signature First and last name Phone #
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Are you happy with the playground and outdoor space the studénts have at Winslow? If not pleae sign this

petition to urge 5D43 to address this n_i‘é_t"c__erim a serimh#fashioh'vand,get the students an age apropriate
playground and outdoor space by the Start of he'2024-2025 school year:

Signature

‘Phone #

. Firstand last name :
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Petition for playground and outdoor space upgrades to Winslow

Are you happy with the playground and outdoor space the students have at Winslow? If not pleae sign this
petition to urge SD43 to address this matter in a serious fashion and get the students an age apropriate

playground and outdoor space by the start ofthe 2024-2025 school year:

Signature First and last name Phone #
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Letter from Port Coquitlam Mayor. Brad West

PORT

COQUITLAM

May 14, 2024

Michael Thomas, Chair
School District No. 43
1080 Winslow Ave.
Coquitlam, BC V3J OMé6

Dear Mr. Thomas,

| am writing to express my full support for the PAC Subcommittee’s initiative to establish a
playground in time for the upcoming school year in September 2024. Access to outdoor play is
essential for the holistic development of our children, fostering physical activity, social
interaction, and over all well-being.

As Mayor, | believe it is our responsibility to ensure that all children in our community have
equal opportunities for recreation and growth. A playground not only enhances the educational
experience but also promotes inclusivity and community engagement.

| encourage the School District to prioritize this project, and | am committed to providing any
assistance necessary to make it a reality.

Sincerely,

BT

Mayor Brad West

Office of the Mayor | City of Port Coquitiam
2580 Shaughnessy Street

Port Coguitlam, BC Canada V3C 2A8
604.927.5410

@ 9 o portcoquitlam.ca




