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JACKSONVILLE AREA GENEALOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Organized 1972 Incorporated 1976
[}
P. O. BOX 21
JACKSONVILLE, ILLINOIS 62651 .
1989 ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT ¥
1988 1989
Balance on hand as of 1 January $4,107.42 $3,175.23
Receipts:
Dues $ 4,677.00 $ 5,622.00
Life Memberships 200.00
Donations 829.35 692.55
Publications 975.00 555,50
Interest 215.04 192.90
Library Copier 123.50 266.75
Palatine Converence 1,086.00
Miscellaneous 72.55 53.82
Total Receipts 6,892.44 8,669.52
Total Amount Available 10,999.86 11,844.75
Expenditures:
Postage 769.04 632.79
Library Rent 2,000.00 1,800.00
Meeting Room Rent 90.00 90.00
Supplies 584.69 600.21
Photocopying 8215575 S22 5
Quarterlies 2,980.60 2,269,.29* -
Other Publications 70.00 192.20
Insurance 115.00 115.00 .
Typewriter Maintenance 270.00 278.00
Copier Maintenance 550.00 582.00
Dues 100.00
Palatine Conference 913.28
Miscellaneous L6235 43.00
Iess Total Expenditures 7,824.63 7,628.02
Balance on hand 31 December $3,175.23 $4,216.73

*4th quarter not paid yet.

* * * %* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

January 1989-January 1990
Auditing Committe for the
Jacksonville Area Genealog-
ical and Historical Society
February 27, 1990

To The Officers and All Members:

The 19920 auditing committee examined the books and accounts of the Jackson-

ville Area Genealogical and Historical Society as of January 31, 1990 and find

them to be correct with a balance of $4,296.21.%**
The auditing committe found the accounts to be in excellent form and up to

We commend Treasurer Marshall Robinson for his good work.

Respectively yours,
Margaret Meyer [signed] .

James A. Neese [signed]

date.

**Note: Balance differs because auditing
was done at a later time than the closing

of the books from the fiscal year. s
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Dear Geneal Members and Friends: 12 April 1990

"Frenzied" is probably the best description of your editor at this time of writing
the last few words of the March quarterly, because of all the things she meant to
put in - that had to be left out - and the many, many problems of printing, collat-
ing, labeling, etc. that goes into a single production of this genealogical nature
and endeavors.

All in all, perhaps "there is enough meat for readers to chew on" as they try to
fit the various historic items and indexes into their family history, or share some
of it with kindred souls.

If there are errors in addresses, dues, and other items, please feel free to
write back and tell us so that we can make corrections in our records, and in the
forthcoming June quarterly. Especially send us changes of address as soon as is
possible.

If any of our members and visitors "out there" decide to come to Jacksonville to
do research, the courthouse, of course, is the legal place of business for research.
We have a fine lot of officials and deputies there who are very helpful to visitors.

But please be advised that if you want to search marriage and death indexes a per-
son, according to the State Law of 1973, must be a member of a genealogical society
in Illinois. If this inserted clause had not been put in the 1973 Bill by our State
President of the Genealogical Society, the records would have been closed to every
one at that time. So be grateful that you have a privilege because of it.

Birth records are available only to the individual recorded, unless the record is
more than 100 years ago (approximately), and you are a descendant or close relative.

Our marriage index book goes to 1939 and one may search books A, B, C and D, but
not from E on because of the Privacy Acts in force. It was not until 1878 that par-
ents names went on marriage certificates. Certificates in Morgan County are $7.00.

The Circuit Court Clerk's office on second floor of the courthouse has an Index
of Closed Probate Files one may see. They will bring up, out of the basement stor-

_age, any case files for inspection and/or photocopying @ 50 cents per page. The or-
iginal Wills are in the files, unless the individual died intestate (without a Will).
There is usually a "Petition For Letters of Administration" in both files, except

.the very earliest file cases. This gives the major genealogical data oneiis looking
for -- name, date of death and surviving heirs, along with the name of the Executor
or Administrator.

We have our own society library at the corner of Morgan and Fayette, just across
the street to the west of the old Highschool stadium. Mary Frances Alkire is very
knowledgeable as to what is located there, and gives great help to those who have
come to do research. However, you should call (217)245-5911 to see if she is there,
as our library is not open to the public otherwise.

If you need my help the phone number is (217)243-2502, and I have an answering
phone you can leave a message on. Maybe you will notice that all our officers are
not listed on the back inside cover this time, as usual. This is because the Annual

Report to the Secretary of State was used; those were all the names they required.

on the inside front cover is our annual financial statement and auditing commit-
tee's report.

We have had some conflicts between what our Bylaws of 1975 and 1977 revisions re-
and matters relating to the growth and passage of years. A Bylaws Committee
is in the process of updating them to meet the needs of today's situations. You pro-
bably noticed that one item in a recent quarterly said Life Memberships had been
raiséd to $150.00, and the membership sheet recorded it as $100.00, which was.the
rate set by the earlier Bylaws. These and other matters will evolve int? satisfac-
tory revisions and solutions in the near future. Presently we have 31 Life Members
at the $100.00 rate.

"Bach spring the black and barren earth .., Renews itself bestowing birth

"To hosts of slender shoots of green ... Enlivening the BApril Scene." Go like-

wise my friends, and renew your genealogical endeaVors!_ﬁ;&zﬁab)iézézlégy,.g)ﬁjé;
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Page 1: HISTORY OF APPLICANTS FOR ADMISSION TO "THE EXPERIMENTAL SCHOOL FOR THE
INSTRUCTION AND TRAINING OF IDIOTS AND FEEBLEMINDED CHILDREN IN THE
STATE OF ILLINOIS, May 1865 to May 1868. By Florence Hutchison.

From: Two Hundred Applicants, Volume 1, 9 May 1865--9 May 1866.

Jacksonville, as a town, later a relatively small city, has one of the most
unique histories of concerned citizens who have done great things for the improve-
ment of the quality of life for the poor, ethnic, and mentally and physically han-
dicapped groups of Illinois residents as can be found anywhere. ©Our city has the
distinction of having the first men's college, two female colleges, women's socie-
ties of several kinds, schools for the blind, the deaf, the insane, and orphans.
Morgan County established the first poor farm system in Illinois. Illinois was
the eighth state in America to establish the school here reported.

This research of a very complicated set of circumstances will be the first
public record of this Experimental School, named above. Included will be an in-
dex of the first 200 Apps [applicants' listed in Volume 1, of 53] dated 9 May 1865
to 9 May 1868, when Volume 2 starts with App #201. Given in our index will be the
pupil's number, name, town and county of residence, acquired from the index in
front of Volume 1, found in the Illinois State Archives.

While the aforementioned volume 1 does not contain medical information of va-
lue, the data given here, in my opinion, is important for genealogical researchers.
This may explain the whereabouts of some children missing from a family's home in
certain census records, and their reappearance in later records. While most of
these unfortunate members of our society probably were not married, some of this
school's students may have become educated enough to be productive and marriagea- -
ble citizens who may have become an ancestor in someone's present-day lineage.

There is a possibility that many of the individuals in this report did not
have inherited tendencies for their enfeebled circumstances. Today we know that
certain drugs administered for disease control may have been a factor, as well as
some unfavorable environmental or family conditions, or childhood accidents. Of
course we cannot rule out the transmission of recessed DNA genes from generations
of the past, nor determine their effect on the present.

From the numerous source books I have reviewed, only a small part of the fas-
cinating history as to how "the Governor's mansion" became the first site of this
unique school can be given. We are more concerned with reviewing the legislative
reports made by the Directors of this .E¥perimental School to the Governor and Leg-
islature of Illinois, which were published as govermmental documents in 1866 and
1867. While the children's names are not in those official reports, the interes-
ting history of the institution is to be found there.

Genealogists have not been considering legislative reports as a source of
information in their pursuits of family history. But in the early days it was the

legislature that dealt with the problems of many individuals who are named in the

yearly publications.

T was very pleased to find the excellent sketch of the Elm Grove property on
page 111 of our Atlas Map Of Morgan County, Illinois by Andreas, Lyter & Company,
Davenport, Iowa, 1872. Their lithographs were accomplished by Isaac Pitman. A
copy of the "I1linois Institution For Feeble Minded Children, Jacksonville ILLS"
has been reproduced an +he cover of this March quarterly.

In the Pitman sketch one can see the tall spire in the Park marking the bur-
ial site of Governor Duncan and his children. Their bodies were moved by his son-
in-law, Judge Edward P. Kirby, to Diamond Grove Cemetery as of May 27, 1873, lots
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Page 2: HISTORY OF APPLICANTS FOR ADMISSION TO “THE EXPERIMENTAL SCHOOL FOR THE !
INSTRUCTION AND TRAINING OF IDIOTS AND FEEBLEMINDED CHILDREN IN THE
STATE OF ILLINOIS, May 1865 to May 1868.

lots 52, 53, 68, 69, 86, 87, 101 and 102 in Section K. Governor Joseph Duncan and
his wife, Elizabeth Caldwell (Smith) Duncan, had ten children, only three of them
surviving to adulthood.

While many individuals were involved with the transactions prior to the school
opening on May 1865, we basically owe it to Dr. Philip Goode Gillett and Mrs. Eliza-
beth Duncan for the institution's reality. From the Diary of Mrs. Duncan Vol. XXI
No. 1 Journal of the Illinois State Histcrical Society, pp. 1-92 is extracted these
vital statements:

"Monday 15 Jan [1844] A day ever to be remembered by me . . . I combed his
[Joseph Duncanl dear head for the last time & bathed off that sweet face with warm
Cologne & water. . ."

"Tuesday 16. Felt distressed indeed but did not realize that I was a widow."

After the marriage of her two daughters and removal of her son to Chicago, Mrs.
Duncan reluctantly rented her home.

"March 3, 1865. It has been a great struggle with me to give up but I believe
we can do a great deal in the way of giving up if we are convinced that it is right,
and I am perfectly satisfied with an income of $600, that I could not begin to live
out of town as my house is." [The Btate of Illinois paid her $600 per year rent for
leasing the Governor's property,.and the first contract was for four years.]

The house and grounds were rented to the State of Illinois, in the first place,
"to make an experiment of taking Idiotic children from two to six years old, to see
what they could do in their behalf". However, the ages of the children were later
changed from six to thirteen years of age, as well as other ayge limits later on.

Elizabeth Duncan met with Dr. Gillett, principal of the deaf and mute school,
at a Mr. Saunders' home. "We had the offers of private individuals", she wrote in
-her diary, "but I felt if I had to rent it I would rather rent it to some one who
would or could do some benevolent things." A few days later Mrs. Duncan writes
"Tndeed if I were not to look upward I should feel pretty bad. If I ever do keep
house again it will be on a much smaller scale. But I shall not trouble myself
about the future, the present only isiours. . . . . If only one Idiotic soul is

saved it is worth the sacrifice."

Her blessings have been felt for all of these intervening 125 years, since the
children and adults of Illinois are still being cared for in the institution at Lin-
coln, and here in the Jacksonville Developmental Center. These are all an out-
growth of the experimental school started in Governor Duncan's manion May 9, 1865,
using the 15 acres referred to as Elm Grove for farming and recreational park pur-
poses.

Because some of our genealogical members may be related, here is a listing of
the Officers and Board of Directors of the school in 1865. President was the Hon.
William Thomas of Jacksonville. Dr. Gillett was secretary of the board, and super-

intendent exofficio of the school until a superintendent could be installed.

Hon., William ThomasS.e... Jacksonville.... Morgan County

Hon. Isaac G. WilsChN.... GeneVa.eceoeeo-- Kane
Hon. L. E. Worcestéra... White Hall...... Greene
R. Boal, M.Deooescsos PeOrifee-ssssses Peoria
Scott "

n
Hon. .

Col. John R. WoodS...... Winchester......
Capt. James N, Brown.... Island Grove.... Sangamon

Dr. Philip Goode Gillett Jacksonville.... Morgan
JAGSHS XVIII #1 March 1990 -2 =



. Page 3: HISTORY OF APPLICANTS FOR ADMISSION TO "“THE EXPERIMENTAL SCHOOL FOR THE
INSTRUCTION AND TRAINING OF IDIOTS AND FEEBLEMINDED CHILDREN IN THE
. STATE OF ILLINOIS, May 1865 to May 1868.

Under Dr. Gillett much was accomplished in the brief period of time which had
elapsed since the legislature's appropriation became availalkle in February 1865
for the school's organization. The institution had opened in the latter part of
May, by which time forty applications had beén received. On the 25th of May three
pupils were admitted after careful selection. Others came in during the succeeding
months, until on the twenty-eighth of August nine pupils had been received. 1In
October seven pupils were in attendance. One had been removed because of a serious
disease and habits deemed injurious to the other pupils. Another had been taken

‘ home by the mother.

By November 25th three pupils were adding bringing the number to ten, all that
could be comfortably accommodated in the building until further arrangements could
be made. However nearly one hundred applications had been received, representing
40 counties of the state, and some from out of state. The latter ones were refused
for the lack of adequate facilities and legislative funds.

Dr. Gillett presented his resignation September 16th, and Dr. Charles T. Wil-
bur, late surgeon of the 95th Ohio Volunteers took over. His wife, Mrs. L. P. Wil-
bur became the Matron, and Miss M. F. Walton began her ‘duties.as teacher.

Dr. Wilbur, from boyhood, had been familiar with the most approved methods of
instructing imbecile children -- his brother, Dr. H. B. Wilbur, now Superintendent
of the New York Asylum, having been the first and most efficient of American philan-
thropists in this specialty.

One of our most important references to this history is to be found in the
. first and second Report Of The Directors Tc The Governor And Legislature Of Tllinois
together with thédﬁeport_ég The Superintendent, December 1865 and 1866. These docu-
ments are very interestiny, but too lengthy to give here. If any of our readers
desire a photocopy, your editor will send one to requesters for a donation of $5.00,

because there are over 30 pages, plus postage.

From these brief statements one can readily see that the experimental school
was a big success from the beginning because of all the skilled persons dealing
with the problems of these enfeebled children from troubled families in the State
of Tllinois. The State census of 1865 indicated that the population of Illinois
was now very nearly what the population of Ohio was in 1860; and that it was more
than probable that there were over two thousand feeble-minded children within its
borders. Many of these idiots were in county poor houses, or in private families,
some of them ill fed and scantily clad.

Even yet "gross misconceptions prevail upon the true nature of idiocy, that
produce a want of faith in the teachableness of the feeble-minded. But it should
be remerbered that they have a human origin; that however they may differ in phy-
sical, mental or moral organization, they are yet human beings; that their degra-
dation in the scale of humanity, however it may modify, constitutes no absolute
release or outlawry from the duties or rights which belong to them as human beings;
and, finally, that they have a human soul--a human destiny."

superintendent Wilbur, in his second report to the Governor and Legislature,
wrote: "It has been my endeavor to set before you certain matters of importance to
thousands in this commonwealth; of vital interest to those families who have been
visited by this sad dispensation of Providence. ...Shall the poor Idiot cease to be
. a burden on society, and become a blessing? Shall he be gualified to know his Maker
and look beyond his imperfect modes to perfected life in a glorious and everlasting
future? This is our concern. This is our field of labor. ,.."

TAGSHS XVIIT #1 March 1990 = @
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Page 4: HISTCRY OF APPLICANTS FOR ADMISSION TO "THE EXPERIMENTAL SCHOOL FOR THE
INSTRUCTION AND TRAINING OF IDIOTS AND FEEBLEMINDED CHILDREN IN THE
STATE OF ILLINOIS" May 1865 to May 1868.

At the basis of all our efforts lies the principle that the human attributes of
intelligence, sensitivity and will are not absolutely wanting in an idiot, but dor-
mant and undeveloped.

Of the ten pupils in the Institution as of November 25th, only one could talk
well; two were speechless, the others sadly deficient in their power of articulation;
several were awkward in their movements, though all could walk; one could read; ano-
ther knew the alphabet. When attempts at home had been made to teach them, they had
signally failed. Not one was able to make a straight line. With two exceptions, all
had little or no idea of the distinctions of form or color. In each case it was very
difficult to arrest and fix the attention. All were more or less irregular and un-
cleanly in their habits, peculiar in the general deportment, and at the table. Some
were passionate, disobedient. Few were able to dress or undress themselves. Many of
these things changed for the better as instruction was carried on.

In the school-room the results exceeded expectations. The parents and friends
of the pupils in every instance expressed satisfaction with what had been accomplished
in such a short time since the Institution was opened. Music seemed to have a remark-
able effect upon some of the pupils, and was a very important element in instruction
methods. When hearing others, many tried to sing themselves, simple songs and hymns.
It had the same effect that it has on all others of the human race, that of refining
and elevating their natures.

Starting the school was easy, once the fine home setting was secured. Getting
the funds for the school was the hard part, as will be noted here.

The first action in relation to the establishment of an institution of this kind
in Tllinois was taken by the State Medical Society at their annual meeting, held in
Bloomington, June 5th, 1855. A committee of three of its members, consisting of Drs.
pavid Prince, E. R. Roe and J.V. Z.Blaney, was appointed "to merorialize the Legis-
lature with regard to additional provision for the insane, and the establishment of
an institution for idiots." This committee continued four years, presenting a writ—
ten memorial to each of the two succeedirg General Assemblies.

The second action was taken by Dr. Andrew McFarland, Superintendent of the Hos-
pital for the Insane, in his fifth biennial report in 1856:

"In repeated instances within the last two years application has been made at
this hospital for the admission of young subjects of 10 or 12 years of age, and
even younger, who have been feeble minded or idiotic, sometimes from birth, and
having had no well regulated education, have become a source of great anxiety,
trouble and sometimes danger, to their parents or sponsors.

The great majority have been rejected; as we deem a hospital for the adult in-

sane ill-fitted to receive those who demand such peculiar and careful treatment."

The third action came in the eighth biennial report of the Directors and Princi-
pal of the I1linois Institution for the Deaf and Dumb in 1860, in which Dr. Gillett
said: "The exercise of a painful duty has devolved upon me in rejecting numerous and
constantly recurring applications to admit into the Institution children of defective
The parents frequently suppose their children to be deaf mutes, not know-
se who are afflicted with imbecility, though hearing perfectly, are un-
The constant recurrence of these applications has repeatedly impres—
sed upon me the great and immediate demand for an institution in this state wh%ch .
will afford them instruction suited to their condition. . . . A careful investigation
shows that two-thirds of the inmates of the county poor houses are of this class, who
if they had been properly taught when young, might have been rendered persons capable
of self-support instead of a burden upon society for their life-time. . . -t

and so it was, after many other appeals, and the Civil War was over, a school.
of instruction at Jacksonville started "the ball to rolling" for this needed education.

JAGEHS XVIII #1 March 1990 - 4 -
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Page 1: INDEX--APPLICANTS FOR ADMISSION TO "THE EXPERIMENTAL SCHOOL FOR THE
INSTRUCTION AND TRAINING OF IDIOTS AND FEEBLEMINDED CHILDREN IN THE
STATE OF ILLINOIS" May 1856 to May 1868. By Florence Hutchison.

From: The index of two hundred Applicants, Volume 1. Maybe none of the persons
named in this report are your ancestors, but their known existence may have had an
impact of one kind or another on your collateral family history of the past, decades
ago. As to whether the Applicants named were ever selected to attend this particu-
lar school, were rejected for age or health reasons, or lack of facility space, we
have no way to determine from the record studied.

AP# NAME RESIDENCE COUNTY AP# NANME RESIDENCE COUNTY
1 AGNEW, Tyler Farlville LaSalle 17 CRAWFORD, Almeda Waliingford, Will
10¢ ALLARD, Joseph L. Elizabethtown 134 CUNNINGHAM, Clementine H.
Hardin Marion, Williamson Co.
129 ALLEN, Angeline Sherburnvl. Kankakee 191 CURTIS, William Plainfield Will
157 “ John D. WalnutGrove McDonough 112 CUSHMAN, Maggie Ottawa Lasalle
132 ¢ Lennie H. Union Grove Whiteside 182 DAVIS, Annie J. Odell, Livingston
141 ALSUP, Beniah Leroy McLean 171 DEFRIES, John George, SanJose, Mason
142 " John " " 2 DEWSE, Richard R.,Carrollton, Greene
97 ANDERSON, Julia M.Chicago Cook 80 DeZENG, Lawrence Lawrence Quincy
45 ARRINGTON, Lucinda Jacksnvl Morgan 140 DILLON, Rosanna Virden Macoupin
114 BAILEY, Oscar M. York Carroll 109 DONAHOE, John Iowa City IOWA
74 BAKER, Luphamia Meriden Lasalle 82 DOUGHTY, Madison Bloomingtn McLean
186 BARR, Sarah F. Peoria Peoria 51 ELZEY, PartheniasS. Heyworth "
150 BEARD, Theresa J. So.Bristol ~Kenosha 16 FISH, Ida L. Chicago Cook
Wisconsin 25 FOSNAUGH, Sophronia, Mahomet
188 BECKER, Henry Beardstwn Cass Champaign
197 BELAY, Mary Evaline, Chicagoc Cook 146 FOSTER, Chas. B. Monticello Piatt
83 BENZ, Eddie Mascoutah St.Clair 90 FRAGER, Philip Sprngfld Sangamon
106 BIGGS, Calvin Bennett ' 49 FREEMAN, Julius Princeton Bureau
Carbondale Jackson 130 FRINGER, Josephus,Vermilion Vermilion
199 BILLINGS, Marion A. 123 GABBONS, Catherine, Prairie City
Manchester Scott McDonough
151 BLACK, Maggie A. Bridgeport, Lawrence 61 GOODRICH, James C. Chicago Cook
5 BOWER, Laura Mt.Sterling Brown 113 GOODSPEED, John O. Victoria Knox
116 BOYD, Elizabeth Reading, Livingston 63 GOUGHER, Mancilla, Haldane Ogle
120 BROWN, Judson R. Brunfield Peoria 62 " Sarah Ann " "
195 " Mary Eliz. Chicago Cook 4 GRAHAM, John Ottawa Lasalle
40 BRUCE, Martha Lincoln Logan 167 GRANT, Walter F. S., Christian,
98 BUNKER, Mary Chicago Cook Rutherford Co, TENN
101 BURDETT, Chloe Ellen " # 72 GRANT, William E. Lockport  Will
53 BURNETT, Emma V. Jacksonvl Morgan 193 GROT, Emma Belleville St.Clair
71 BUTLER, John Belvidere Boone 7 HAIT, Wilson S. McHenry McHenry
11 CADY, Iva M. Manchester Boone 18 HANKINS, David Peotone will
176 CALDWELL, Madela Hcvara Mason 92 HANSELL, Mary Margaret, Henry,

184 CARPENTER, Charles F. Marshall Co.

Chandlervl Cass 126 HART, James Peoria Peoria
70 CHAMBERLAIN, Charles A. Lake 1.2 John Quinn " "

Sand Lake, Avon Twp. 147 HEALEY, Bridge Cairo, Alexander

44 CHAPMAN, Edgar D. Galesburg Knox 37 HELSBY, Frank R. Warren,JoDaviess
165 CHESLEY, Candia Unionvl, Whiteside 103 " Francis R. York Carroll Co.
183 CLARK, Asahel Edw.Beloit WISC 27 HOCKINGBERRY, John, Decatur, Macon
136 CLOUGHER, Chas.Robt. Chicago Cook 1892 HOPKINS, Edward B., Bement, Piatt

8 CORMANY, Louisa M. Beloit WISC 107 HOOD, Charley A. Chicago Cook
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